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A 5 umfriesshire and Galloway Antiquarian |\ |ings. On walking r ;
1 and Natural History Society held its first field || {seen in great abundance, built of coarse grasses’

meeting for the sezisoyn‘on Saturday last, the place || [ and placed a few inches above the surface of the |
selected for a visit being the farm of Collochan, | | water. Hundreds of nests were geen with eggs in.
t breeding place of the blackheaded | | the space of a few yards square. - “Dr Gilchrist, in
The party, consisting of about | | a few remarks stated thas the loch was without |
of the Society, drove out to near | | | doubt formed by a glacier which had descended :
Glen, from whence, under the m the surrounding hills, till filling up the
?‘m%is;id_ent :

P

fro !
ff%gllow of which the loch was the centre, it
1 had flowed off in the direction of the Glen |-
| Mills. Turning homewards, on coming over the |,
" hill a magnificent prospect broke on the view, the
whole valley of Lower Nithsdale with the town of
. | Dumiries in the centre, the Wamphray hills with |
| bheir snowclad summits gleaming in the rays of the
‘afternoon sun, and away to the south part of the
| {Selway Firth, the whole, seen through an atmos-
16 | [ phere‘of singular clearness and purity, forming a
. | picture of surpassing beauty and one which will
! 6 ily from the memory of those who
- |1 ©were preser . Leaving the brow of the hill with
¢ greab reluctance the old quarry above Cluny was
'vext visited, and here the direction of the Silurian
strata was well seen, and on some pats
|ofithe waves of ancient seas was Wery “clearly
. marked. ’ Specimens were here secured by
nt. - The botanists and entom- |
! by Were unsuccessful in securing |/
@ny but common speciwmens. -The long continued
cold and drought of sthis spring have retarded the |
growthi of ‘aven the common wild flowers—the |
iyellow primrose, some violets, and a few other/|

3

whether pars were.
DO pars were ever .
drant

Ak et

itch is quite visible
urth js formed by
ides of the glen. The
rm house, where drain- |
’ || age operation being carried on, was next ex- |,
g | amined. At pth of a few feet below the |
|| surface there appeared to be an extensive deposit |

of pure ‘ Boulder Clay” and large quantities of |

_this were thrown out in formin the drains.  Al- |
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! e ‘the stones bear the peculiar striz denoting | |com non plants are almost the only ones yet in'|
\} { f ng action of the ice during the great Ice - ﬁ:ﬁ, and as a natural sequence insects were also
i 1 Age short walk further and the Gull Loch | | carce.” ‘A large number of that pretty little fern,
’1 L was reached, the Gulls rese: g the intrusion on’| (the moonwort, were however secured in its usual |
P | bheir parental carés by loud s ing and abusive | ‘habitat an old pasture field, this being almost the |
| | (bird) ianguage. It was certainly a pretty sight,’ only ““find” of note. :

i | 80 many thousands of these pretty birds allonthe | |~ = it
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The King afterwards announced himself as the’
Z Guidman of Ballangeich, and the crest-falien and
% = penitent lord, reahsmg too late the T uk of the
The second field meetmg o b Dumfriesshire | messenger, prayed for pardon on bpuc
and Galloway Scientific, Antiquarian, and Natural | The King wrof hfully reminded h'
History Society was<held on Saturd b | treabment of the widow, inf
Amisfield, when thereiwas a large a must repay her logs.ten
| members, accompanied by a ‘woman’s son, un

Damfries by the 1.45 train, days, you shall die
Amisfield Station by Mr Jacks A murderous looking
them to the mg sion ho it probably doue some’ executio
specimens y
wort, the purplé v
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| farm b dmgs Hik
built of

h‘of nttquana;n reh(,s about
han the f; hat the
.mspected M :
esting features of this ancien : :
the lower floors are still in y'|l | good co! 1 ar t e n ‘was of much

: ; b o xlfra.ge
with the exceptioir®  great o growing with great luxar
gone. A narvow spiral stmr of stone 1 ing caused a hot
the highest part of the Tower; an oblofig t- || Proper;name. |
ment, lnop hole’d on -all side conse

i h Pla at inter-
vals along the garden. w dp of  them was |’
occupied. by a black r‘h}x( a&m—x}la]m )
which resented its privacy
and  peck-:
oxes for the
nd on all the

——

arly In ELbl :
friesshire for the purpose of quieting the continual

a :
strife amoug the border clans, and effectually dener stated that o caterpillars or oth
cheg : B Sl || evemies ever tro: abled h It

- Mr Jackson’s exaiuple n
would then hear less of the fa
den crops through the atta 58 !

bntermg t:liem D 1  party was enter-

from Lo ben, who had walked all t
Stxrlmg“t elai m redress front his Maj
poor petitioner’s ouly son and two cow: ba

#f by a band of marauding” Eugl

difference and contempt remarking that he

.somethmg else to do than look after her paltry
conecerns. *On arriving jn the district the King
proceelxed ffo Amis{ield Tower, disguised, and en-

deavoured. tp gain admittance to his lordship as
the bearer. of a message of great imgortance Sir |
John, however, was, at::_dmner,, ,ceuld not be ||
disturbed, and it ‘that tbe Bog-

lish had crossed t gr
| by a few silver groats, that the -porﬁer dared to |
interrupt his master, and only 'then - to be |
awarded with a curse for his unmnely intrusien.

yon toun,” wnﬂ:gelu exclsemm}s -note book,
of the same pattern as is'still used. ; ere were
also some entries of grocer’s stock 1mtmde, which
the poet had taken down on the shme day in which
| this song was written. The next was the poet’s
own copy of the Edinburgh edit
examined with a reverential interest.

every page was occapied with notes-and corrections,
in his own handwriting, the names of persons men-
tioned in the poems, which had been left blank,
being all filled in. Mr Jackson #lso exhibited
a fine mahogany model of ‘the sarcophagus in the|
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party entere the;
gerved, after

propased a
for their ki)

é sands from whence t

the geologists. were greatly«%are
»1pp‘hng action of the:




o ort
eﬁsh;!was found
m_qalug

| possible as th I
rocks, quite out of reac!
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F nﬁhet mmon ' butterflies’ w

$hose pi
/| Colvend was of especull intere!

-ever, who had lost- his-
diate wants were sppphed by his companions.

onthe ‘Sg “and it was very successful, nearly Eh?ri:y
species of Coleopetra, or Beetles, heing found under

the stones, many of them very rare, Butterflies |
and Moths were however ver rce owing to tae |
mit.  The

_cold wind bldwmg across
Fritillary, the Little Heal TRinglet, and
éré numerous; ﬁind
“moths, the little sﬁkabxdse wasiimost
abeu t-as they always ¢

cap! th it, and 'z a few of the
less comon Noctuze. ' Mr Lennox of the Crichton
Institution | ivedgul the little pools on the top!for

Water. ‘Beetles, and was very. sueceaaful in captur- |

a@ﬂb@f of these curious insects. .
e

the vast ex-

't before ‘them.

Lookméﬁkke ‘4 mere speck tha_f town. of Dumfries |
was geen aw&y to. the.morth; and a long line of |

% grhnwed .where the Nith flowed for |
ile.

above it, and down the English coas

town and hamlet similarly erow

Fwtah lay without a fnﬁey
dotted

*31?"“  there wit
boats. T sﬁt @ rest

strikin more e§ure
know; géd&e ‘q"
frony baving b
the scene of the Jnly field maetm:g%.ghg Society,
and several. of tbg,pmnts, were di s ly recog-
nised. ] e wh - the oway coast;
"and all the hi Ber‘f’m’ ountains of ‘the rangé known
as the Souther Eﬁaﬁds“%r& b irospect
‘801 nbthe ;nté}iﬁp of the Tsle of
ut the aygwﬂnﬂ:&hnghh
ofit,

o ol g v £y

nto the, déep Gl.en formed‘m ‘%
i  rdvines were pASsed ‘on the
way,ap formed: by the little. ‘streams

| which are now harmiless enough, but in winter aré !

one place the stream smks

 noticed,
4/ owd!er, the follow-
& £ Notice !

. 5 1.1
- ‘% a’mvar at N’ewam

ful old ruins of Sweetheart Abbey were, inspected,
and some fine plants gathered within the old walls.

ugh Search for insects aixd lants was made |

i awne Beis A
) Bi mé pet Moth were
the sum ﬁdﬁ
nding a short res was takeu ;nd

0y a the eastward é’he own of Annan |
was, dmtmg@xshed by its canopy of !%’ihke "ké,)igmg \

ill, * be.r |
F:!Eﬂééion'

e beauti- |

ﬂ : &,

[ lamentations were heard from one gentleman, how- |
wallet altogether, but his |
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| Mr Gooden furnishes us with the following list
of plants which he gathered during the day on
ascending’ and descending Criffel : 'Narthecium
ossifragum, Drosera anglica, Rhyncespora alba;
Erica cinerea, Erica t@&;alixzﬁgqg%g - saxatile,
Thymus serpyllum, Tormentil officiualis, Polygalla
vulgaris, Hngeiéhii vulgaris, Juncus articulatus,
Euphrasia officinalis, Hydrocotyle vulgariy, Pim-
pinella saxifraga, Narduus stricts, Eleocharis
paucifiora, Pedicularis’ palustris, Eriophorum
vaginatum (at the top), Vaceinium mywtillis; Orchis
maculata, Gentiana campestris, Myriea gale.
Collected at Sweetheart Abbey: Polygonum
aviculare, Ethusa cynapium, Jasione montana,
Stachys Betouniea, Stachys sylvatica, Teucrium
scorodonia, Geranium molle, Conium maculatum,

Polygonum Bistorta. .. . .
The names of the beetles collected by Mr Len- |
non . are 3s follows:—Notiophilus palustris, N,
_substriatus, N, rufipes, Carabus violaceus (the i
"E,b,eautifn _violet coloured tiger beetle), Leistus
“ruféscens, Calathus piceus, Pberostichus cepidus,
P. vitreus, Harpalus roficornis, Patrolus assimilis,
Trechus socalis, Hydroporus tristis, H. neglestus,
H. umbrosus, Colymbetes bistriatus, Agalbus
paludosus, A. nitidus, Philhydras nigricans, Helo-
pharns dorsalis, Quedius Cavigatus, Laptacinus
batychurs, Malthodus marginatus, Corymbitus
cupreus, and Donacia comari, besides a number of |
commoner species.” ~ - . 1 g
The party reached Dumfries again in the even-
ing about 7 o'clock, a little fatigued but highly
pleased-with their exploration of Criffel.
The next meeting takes place at Thornhill to
examine Dr Grierson’s celebrated Museum, when
there will probably be a numerous attendance. -

s, s = A7

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY. ——

- FIELD MEETING.

On Saturday last the Damfriesshire and Gallo. |
way Natural History and Antiquarian Society ':le}lad
its cpgplu@;u g field meeting for the summer session
when a large party visited Thornhill and several
places of interest in that vicinity. . Proceeding to
the Museum, they were welcomed by Dr Grierson

i and shewn over the grounds, where are gabhereé
- %ogether a vast assemblage of rare and curious
{pfaﬁts, many of which are quite unique, most
‘accomplished botanists having failed to name
them. ‘“Mount Ararat” 'sta.ngs.i’n’the'west por-
tion of the garden, and a winding pathway leads
to the regions of perpetual snow—an effect pro-
duced by layers of white quartz rocks. At various
heights are growing the special groups of plants
peculiar to a l_nouutain region, and the whole gives
a very good idea of Alpine botany. Various old
querns, crosses, and. urns, are placed here and
there throughout the grounde,@gpd have a very
strange effect. An old elm stum wag pointed
out as having a curious history. * For more.than

four hundred years the tree grew in the bed of the | -
Marr burn ; the stream had gradually undermined |
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i1 bee (Bombus muscoru ) were of great io-
e nests are built y small pieces of

i 1ls of brood |

lawn, and were first noticed it was cut, and
have since been the subject of dails ubserw;at'

the worthy doctor, Within t! us

Qwhale ay might have been profitably s

hmmed glauce was all that could )

'numerous slabs of stone, bearing the pi

mals and birds -which existed perhaps mﬂlmn of
years ago were of a peculiar interest for the ‘
logical mem h £y, whﬂe of
birds, ani )

\ th’s Hea.d Hauk Moth

pt w days ago, was shown.

On being irritated it ted a shrill squeak—a
soundw hich has caused great dlseus!m {

‘s actori

sub]ec(; under investigation, émd no doubt we shall |

‘hear the result ere long. After a few hours had
the wonderful collection of |

Eccles House,
very kindly we
‘tion of beeﬂes ; 2 20 &
It numbers more than 100,000 specimens, of a ‘ 4
20, 000 _species istinct kinds. They are con- |
tam 2 pattern known as book-boxes,
shelves round the suies of‘a. - (

s which may |
e collection of British: Beetle! -

is almost: complete, very few of our native species | : T
.remaining to be a Compared with the %
foreign ones, with their nt armour of green, E
golden, purple, or cn ey are an insignifi-
cant looking lo b what they want in
for by their

the smaﬂ 8| »

(i

: pe,
 far as mere anatomy is-
mmmalm, than even man hxmself

~exotic species are of great value, and in the beetle ’ :
market would fetch almost as much as Jewellery, £
| to _wh'.(egwgp beauty, cglourmg, and deli na%—c 4 : it

form and structure _they ar g no mean rivals. "The | :
strange uncouth forms, sharp horn-like ‘appen- |
dages, for offence and defence. hooked and spiny.
hmbs, are very wonderful, and qmte Jusmfy the |
poet’s remark, that here :

.z “ Nature wantons as in her pnme

And plays at will her virgin fancies.” eda |
The party after looking over numerous boxes.

.
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"?-‘passe
ixeturumg from Dalgaruock Fair, then one of the

—wonderous contents, gebling a pretty
ea of the great assemblage of insects known
as Coleoptera, went to see some of the grand old
trees, which are so profusely scattered aroand the
on house of Eccles. Prominent among them
stands a noble beech, which might accommodate a
regiment under its wxde spreading braucbes. Its
circumference round the top of the branches is 110
yards. . Its trank at 8 feet from the ground

mﬂa“aures 214 feet. A circle of branches each of |
the size of ordinary trees spring from the main |

stem at from 4 to 7 feet from the ground, with an
average girth of 7 teet. Owing to the number of
branehes which proceed from the trunk the num-
ber of cubic feet of \timber must be enormous, but
of this it is to be regretted no calculation was
made. Another tree that at once commands notice
is a walaut, now sadly riven by many a winter’s

| storm, but enough of it remains in health and

vigour to make it one of the largest of its kind.

Dr Sharpe stated that he had seen very few to |

equal this one in size, even in Spain its native
country.

Ou the right of the avenue a very fine |

Roman camp was visited. It is of the usual
square form, and the ditch or fosse is in a

very good state of preservation. It is worthy

of remark that contrary to the case in rega.rd
to other Roman Camps in the district, no relics of

| its founders bave been found near thls one. A |
short walk further brougahﬁ the party

Nith
Bridge, where Dr Griersgs told the sto

it seems that it was a dangerous one from there
being a cross erected a short distance off, which
still remains protected by an iron railing. These
olden times a,lways erected

d fords. Well, at that time a party

most importaut in the district, found the Nith in

| full flood but determined to eross at all hazards. |
| The party numbered six, and just as they moved |
| off a tall man in black eclothes stepped into the
- boat which was shortly swamped and all its occu- |
pants drowned. The bodies were all recovered |

the tall, black personage, who was

excépt thal
nive rsaliy

sity of getting a bridge built and a sabseription

‘bemg set on foob the present structure was soon
| erceted. his story was of peculiar interest from
_one of gaturday ’s party being nephew to one uf
 the party in the boat.

On again reaching the Museum, the party were

' entertained to tea, after which ths Rev. Mr Dodds

proposed a vote of thaoks to Dr Grierson for the

_intellectual and material comforts he had provided
them with during the day, a motion which was ‘

heartily accorded.
party returned to Dumfries about seven

o’clock 1n the evening very highly gratitied with

the yléaﬁure and information they had acquired at

this meeting, one of the most profitable the society |

has held during the past year.

2

“ofits |
erection. - [b appears that about one hundred years |
ago the Nith was here crossed by a ferry boat, and |

dlﬁcukﬁy and danger—mountain

“ _supposed to have been the evil one. |
i This sad accident roused the district to the neces-
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