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History komety was held on Saturday Ias 5 Al%houg il
the weat er was threatemng, and during the early
part of th afternoon some very heavy showers of rain
occurred,’ there was a fair turn-out-of members. The |
party leth Maxwelltown about 11 o’clock, and the first
place visited was Lincluden Abbey. Mr J. Glover
Andersou*m%edmhe party round the ruins,
pointing out the sites of the various buildings and |
pertinen ch compoaedthe ancient structure. He |
also dlreoted attention to the peculiarities of the
. architecture which distinguish Lincluden, and also |
the uses and signification of several parts of the ||
chancel. *Some regret was expressed that nothing had
yet been done to protect the ruing frofh mischievous
youths and others, who apparently look on the ruins |
as a playground Speclally erected for their benefit.#
After a vote of thanks had been passed to Mr Anderson
for his'ii sructive remarks, the party proceeded to
Holywooﬁ»Ku‘k ‘where a few hours were spent in
looking ~ » the old epitaphs and inscriptions. on
the tomlstones. A good many of the tombstones {
are dated from the early part of the 17th

" century. The very intelligent sexton pointed out
some places where, in digging the graves, he had |
~come upon traces of the abbey which in ancient times |

to'xd on. the ground now occupied by the churchyard.
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| antiquarians, but the grate crumbled tg dust on being
handled. A short distance off, and at about a depth

| abbey exists in two excellently toned bells which do
- duty in the belifry of the kirk. The party, through
‘the kind permission of the Rev. Mr Davidson, were

_present, although remarking a. very noteworthy differ-

| and a remarkably small example of Pieris Napi,

This abbey was at one timé a place of some celebrity.
It is said to have been founded between 1121 and 1154.
No trace of it now exists above ground, but the sexton
remembers having been in the vaults belonging to it,
which are situated below the present stable of the
A.bbey farm, close to the churchyard. In 1860, while

digging a grave, he came upon the fireplace of the |

‘abbey kitchen. - Some of the ashes were given to local

of three feet lower, a very beautiful piece of orma-
mented flooring was exposed. A memorial of the

allowed to examine them. They do not seem to have
suffered much from the tear and wear and ding-dong
of centuries. One of them bears the following inscrip-
tion, which is quite legible—IWETEN ABBAS SACR ME
FIERT FECIT AGOVICE, and which was translated 'by
sume of those present as ¥ The Holy “Abbot Iften
caused me to be made.” The party were here joined by
the Rev. Wm. Lytteil, M.A., the eminent philologist,

author of a standard work on place names, entitled |

“ Landmarks,” and from whom a large amount of in-
formation on the meaning of numerous names of the
surrounding places was derived, The Druids’ Circle
on the farm of Kilness was next visited. It consists
of 11 large boulders arranged inthe form of a druidical
temple enclosing a ‘space of ground about 80 yards in
diameter. Mr Lytteil was strongly of opinion that
the Druids had never had any. connection with it."
However, the generally received opinion is that the
circle was connegted with a grove of oak trees, which
geems anciently to have stretched away from the spot
6 or 8 miles north-westward into the parish of Glen-
cairn, and this sacred grove, this “ holy wood,” is said
to have.given its name to the parish. The botanists

¥

enoe in the appearance of vegetation from what it had

| at the meeting held at same time last year, attribut..
able to the genial weather we have had lately, did not’

find any rare plants. Some. insects were secured,
amongst them being the scarce Jncurvaria muscalella

G

gcely more than an inch broad across the expanded
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Society has yet held took

1| sunshine being tempered with TV

district, and that moré of it grew in

i D_UMFRIE:S[»ISIHIRE & GALLOWAY NATURAL

STORY, &c., SOCIETY.

S T'hio okt suctessnl of the field mpetings which thi®
lace on Saturday, the 6th

inst., in the neighbourhood of Bridge of D
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t of the-other sectligx,;év‘ﬁhe only repre-
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wisely determined to co e
"The first plant of interest met with w
hedge:side, not far from 4 dismantled
‘2 8l white Rose, of a species no
ite unknown to those present. i
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Join 1 was scenting the
esluggish waters
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Téiils were very abundant in the crevices, the whole of |

the eastern wall being cov:

as high as the eye could | ~

3 & dmtmgulsh it by a de

uta-murart, Asplenium 1IIUIN
two or three others werealso | found
of a dirty greenish ye

of a Lichen ( Lichenora p

owth of the Asplenium,

Y
fa ) on the stcrnem

A. trichomene
The north - wajf
w caused by the

nt only grows on ano: thern aspect, conse Juently.

nneoi‘g.xsf

d on the other walls. On_returning

li-water sponges

ee. a great number of fr

ed Q' the stones, and of
bout the [

e visited was

q.nd from the top of it view of the

nding country was ob fter a short rest

‘in Mr Grierson’s regldqnce, where they were shown

some antiquarian rehcé-aa:mongst which were a broad

sword, which'last saw service .on Culloden Moor, and

-the part
illey’s Gle A |
e pate U pmtenae was ﬁ)und on 6he Way—
side, and a nice white variety of Valgrigna dioi: a A.
all burn- mde was covered w i

were n ereas P
owered "grass— Melzca um_ﬂor X
pointed out a place where ‘earlier if
cungus little fern, the Moonwort,
but it s, of course, too late for 11;
in expectation of fi :
t is sunk about 30 yards
4 an

porphyry ledges éwere ‘seen,

stones oi whlch many of“’théhykeﬂ

been got. In thefield’abov e glell some bare rocl:y -

3 ered with masses of the little white |

P nd grasses were fo :
tion such species as are of general
districk, Little time remained
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Pages 59 and 60 have been pasted together at some time in the past.
There is almost a suggestion that the page has been glued for the
entry on the Hillis Tower meeting - but the book has been closed

without the news-cutting inserted.

The pages are inscribed with the page numbers 59 and 60 which are
part of an early series .

- At some secondary time in the past they have been pulled open - as
shown by their present appearance.
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