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9th October, 1925.

Annual MeetinXl.

Chairman-H. S. Gr,eosroNE, M.A.,  V.P.2.5. ,  F.R.S.E.,

F. S.A. Scot., President.

The Secretary and Treasurer submitted their reports,

rvhich were approved.
Mr James Davidson moved the recommendation of the

Council that the Office-Bearers and Council (see p. 3) be re'

appointed en bloc, and that the vacancy caused by the resigna-

tion of Captain J. D. Ballantyne be filled by the appointment

of Mr Robert Maxwell, solicitor, Dumfries, and this was

adopted.
The President then read his

Presidential Remarks.

fCommenting on the work of the Society, the President
said that he could not help thinking that the value of our
published Transactio??s was " considerably enhanced by the

fact that they deal exclusively with affairs of local interest,
but in such a way that they are of utility to, and are worthy
of the attention of, the general public. " He congratulated
M. J. M. Corrie upon his appointment as Archaologist to the
Scottish Commission on Ancient and Histo'rical Monuments.

He then dealt with the occurrence for the first time in Scotlancl
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of the Black-Headed Wagtail (Motacilla flava feldegg,

Michal), which was seen on r4th June by Mr Walter Stewart,

of Airdrie, and his son, a short distance up Spango Water.

He also referred to the occurrence of a Green Woodpecker

seen near Kinharvie, and of a White Bernacle Goose shot at

Bowhouse merse, Cae,rlaverock, on qrd January, albino or

albinistic geese being extremely rare. ]

The Roman Wall.

By Mrs Hrsreur Hoocsor.l.

[N{rs Hodgson dealt mainly with the problems of the
great Wall, i l lustrating her exposition by u series of f ine
lantern slides.l

6th Novembor, 1925.

Chairman-Dr. T. R. BuRNpm.

The Vernacular of Mid"Nithsdale.

By W. A. Scom.

fThis individual and ohanacteristic pap€r has not received
the benefit o,f the author's revision. Shoftly after it was
written-o,n 23rd November, 1925-and while his vigoro,us
personality and rare command of the Scots tongue were fresh
in our memories, he met with a fatal bic5'cle accident in the
coulse of his postal duties. lIr W. A. Scott was a self-taught
nran, yet his mastery of English, hi,s love of a,nd linowleclge of the
district, and o'f botanv and other sciences are demo,nstr:rted
not only in this issue but in his excellent guide-booli, " Bonnie
\fid-Nithsdale," and his oo,ntributions signed " \Y. A. S.," to
the Dumfries Courier ancl Heralil.-E-n.f

Of late there has been a g'reat revival of interest in the

vernacular of Scotland. People are becoming as'are of the

value of the heritage they are lett ing sl ip awav from them.

This revival as yet has come from a wrong'direct ion to have

much influence on the speech of the people. It has come from

men of culture rvho make a study of our language as they
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make a study of archaology or any other science. They tell
us about the sources from which many of our words have
come, but when they talk to us about the vernacular, as they
call it, they talk to us in English. Perhaps they think in
English-speak English and write Scotch-sometimes. In
fact education has got them, and all of us more o,r less, into
the habit of English. We are all sheep-like in habits of
speech and in other things. Like sheep on a hill, where there
are no restraining fences, we follow one another along well-
defined pads.

Vernacular clubs may do much to preserve the Doric
conversationally; in business life and interest the predominant
language must prevail. I do not blame anyone for this decay
of the Scots vernacular. Mechanical transport has lessened
distances and given us all a wider range. We have now ;r
larger outlook and increased interest in the world, and a
greater intercourse with people than in bygone years. We
meet rvith so many people from so many parts that when we
talk we must, to be understood, speak in the popular tongue.
I do not mind this, but I do mind when I meet Scotsmen who
cannot read the poems of Robert Burns co,rrectly, and many
who cannot understand the language without a glossary.
" 'Tis true, 't is pity, pity 't is 't is true. "

I saw lately in the Etening Ti,mes that out of a company
of six Scotsmen, five did not know the word " baudrols "-

a cat. If the Glasgow Vernacular Club can help this-God-
speed to it.

When Prince Henry visited Glasgow this summer and
was presented with the freedom of the city, the Prince in his
speech made what the newspapers called an excursion into the
vernacular. That should help to make it fashionable. Re-
ferring to the size of the city as founded by St. Mungo, the
Prince said Glasgow had bi,rsed yont. In Nithsdale a bristle
is a birse. Souters use a birse on their souter ends. If you
come up Scaur you may meet a herd with a week's birse on
his chin, and if you want to set up his birse ask him-
" Whae's yer barber?"

As it stands, " birse /ont 
" iF wrong'and " breist yont "

?
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is correct. Had the Prince said so he would have quoted a

saying of the Duke of Queensberry, who when twitted about

building Drumlanrig Castle near the edge of his property

repl iecl-" Never mind, rve' l l  breist yont. "

As might be expected, i t  is in quiet country distr icts, l ike

Scaur Water, where the vernacular lingers longest. There

the children go to school to learn English. Scotch they learn

at their mither's knee o,r at their faither's f i t  on the hi l ls ide.

Many of the words in use have not been learned from books-

the herds have never seen some of their own words in print.

Some of their words are old and permanent as the names of

the places and the hills in the glen. Generations of men come

and go, families remove from the Glen and new people come,

bringing new words with them. These seldom take root or

spread-they remain for a time as household u'ords, but rarely

become permanent. During the three years I have lived in

the glen I have added several words to my vocabulary-words

I had not heard before. Since I began, like James Shau'of

Tynron, to make a note of the words commonly used, I have

been impressed with the number of words of one syllable.

Like James Hogg, the " Ettr ick Shepherd," herds have no

use for lang-nebit rvords, and do not use words like
" idiosyncrasv " twice in a nicht.

A rvord about spelling. Some people are very particular

about spelling-I am not. They object to the spelling of
" to " As " tae, " which they say is too suggestive of vour

big tae. I f  vou make suggestiveness a rule for reject ing the

spell ing of a s'ord, what is the Aberdonian to do rvhen he

wants to rvri te " f .at t ' -"  rvhat "-2nd is met rvi th the sug-

gestion of a u'eightier fat.  Words seldom stand alone, the

pith of a sentence mav be in one s'ord, but the sense is in thc

whole. The words rvhich go before or come after affect the

meaning more than the spelling does.

If you come up Scaur some day, and arrive tired and

hungry at a herd's house, and vou are invited tae dra'n- in tae

the fire, and after being seated the wife sets out the tea and the

herd looks over the table at you and says, " fa' tae, pit oot

yer han' an' mak' your tear" you will not wait to consider
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correctness of spelling or exactness of phrasing or pronuncia-

tion-you will juist begin.

In a weekly paper lately I noticed the word " to-dae " 
1

" t<r-do " or " tae-dae " are possibilities, but " to-dae " is

a tongue twister.

The frequent spelling of " mon " for " man " is an Etg-

lish atrocity. I never heard a Scotsman say " rnon. " It is

always " manrt '  and a ful l  "  a" at that. " Mun " occurs

sometimes in a hurry. " I say, mun, can ye tell me the road to

Polskeoch ?"

In this paper I have endeavoured to spell the words

according to their sound, and will risk the suggestiveness of

them.

I cannot in this paper go into the origin or derivation of

rvords. Many of our words no doubt come from the English

or Anglo-Saxon. Others are from the Celtic, some from

French and German sources. When we adopt a word into

the Scotch vernacular we do it in the fullest sense-we make

it one of our own. We give it a new sound, and if the dress

is too long rve kilt the skirts of it. We adapt it to our countrv

life. I would not say that when a wo'rd bears some re-

semblance to a French or Icelandic word that we have derived

it from that source. Rather, it seems to me, these words

show the kinship of the human family, of different people try-

ing to express the same idea by sound.

Some years ago, when the new service uniform first came

into vogue, the men who coin new words out of old went

away to India or Arabia to find a word to describe the colour,

and they found " khaki, " earth colour. Dear me, there was

one waiting for them at home in the old rhyme:-

Dae ye mind langsyne
When ge€,se were swine,
And turkeys chowed tabacy,
And a' the wee dogs
Put on t'heir ctrogs
Tae gang tae the midden tae cackie?

" Sunder,t '  "  asunderrt '  and " sunderance " are quite

good words, but not handy for the tongue, so we speak of
" takin' a thing sinnery " when we take it to piecesr and

1 3
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going to Tynron we keep to the right at the " sinnerance o'

the road. "

When this subject was suggested to me I jumped at it,

like a troot at a flee I but, like a troot with a hook, I found I

had caught more than I could swallow. I began consulting

the dictionary every now and then, but I soon gave it up. I

love books, but I do not like to work with books. I like to

be imbued with the spirit of a book, but to express myself

without them. Claut, says the dictionary, is a kind of a rake,

and derivation doubtful. Kind of, kin' o', is a nice kindly'

hamely word; as an exact scientific term, or for a dictionary,

it is useless-and " a kind of a rake " is a wretched definition.

If it is correct then a kaim (comb) is a kind of a rake for

riddin' the hair, a slae is a kind of a haw, and a haw is a

kind of a cherry, all belonging to one order, but different.

And a man is a kind, a higher kind, of a monkey, and Darrvin

was kind of right. So rake and claut belong to the same

family, but you would not take a rake to muck the b,vre or

a claut to ted hay. As to the derivation, go back to nature

and you find a dog using its claws to bury a bone, and

there you are. When your leg's yeuky you gie't a claw-

you scratch it. When a cat uses its claws it scratches. And

when a bairn scarts oot the porridge pot it scraPes it clean in-

side. When do claws become nails? Words, like fouk and

things, come into being and they go on and on and multiply

and branch off. Some words, like the human race' fall from

their first estate and become vulgar-some vile.

Land belongs to the country-you have some fine land

round about Dumfries. In Glasgow it becomes a stair land-

irg. " I ken him fine-he leeves on oor lan'. " In the country
,' close " means the farm square. .In fhornhill it is the space

between the houses and the siver (" sire " or " gutter " all

mean the same). In towns it means a common entry for houses

or lands. " O aye, I ken her, she leeves in oor close"'
" Causey, " in Thornhill, means paved- Some closes are

caused wi' cobbles. In town, where the streets are all paved,

you can keep the croon o' the cassey.

Recently I read in onb of " 
John o' l-ondon's " books a
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reference to the spelling of comlrcund words. " Alright " was
the word referred to. " Alright, " said the writer, is a bad
form of " all right "-v making of one word out of two and
weakening both. Now it seems to me that we shorten " all
right " but do not weaken it when we say " a'richt. " Our
shortened or compound words are as a rulb much finer-more
musical - than their English equivalents. " Won't,"
1'don'tr" and " can't " are harsh and clumsy compared with
our  fami l ia r  "w inna, "  "d inna, "  and "cannar "  wh i le
" mauna " (must not) has no representative word in English.
" p'*uy ' '  (come away) almost " q'.yr" is a fine example
of shortening without spoiling sense or sound. " KinDI,"
" kin'o'," kind of, and " kinny weys," kind of ways, are
unique. I asked a boy lately come " into the Water, " " Hoo
dae ye like to bide here ? " The answer was in one word,
" Kinny. " Again I asked, " Can ye drive the car yet?"
" Kinny weys, " kind of ways. " G"yr " very; and " geyley "

and " geylies, " very well or very much, are words in daily
use. " Hoo are ye the day?" " Gey weel, thenk ye. Hoo
are 'e ? " " I see the fouk doon the water are geyley (well) on
wi' thir hervest. " " Hoo's the fit ye hurt?" " Oh, it 's geylies
men'd. "

" Milshey, " a milk sieve, is the worst example of wo,rd
shortening I know; fortunately it is seldom used in Nithsdale.
It may be current in Lanarkshire. It deserves to be sent into
limbo with that ugly modern abbreviation, " bike " for
bicycle.

Many years ago the late James Shaw, of Tynron, con-
tributed a humorous poem, " Wanted, a Dumfriesshire
Dictionarlr" to the local pape,rs. In it he makes a playful
allusion to the names of people and words used in Thornhill.
In some strange way he says they (the Thornhill folk) derive
" Hirstanes " from " Hastingsr " and " Hotson " from
" Hewison. " This is not oorrect. In some strange way
" Hirstanes " (sometimes the " H " was silent, " Irstanes ")

or, to give the old spelling, " Hairstanes, " has been
modernised into " Hastings. " " Hotson " never came from
" Hewison," but from " Howitson." " Mingies " is the old
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and correct form o,f what is now " Menzies. " In old times we

had " M'Queevsl "-n6w it is " Nl'h'or "<ulture or polite-

ness overleaping itself and landing in the sheuch. 
" Frizel "

may be a vulgar form of " Fraser, " only the Frizels are all

dead and gone.

Ablow, under.

Abreed., taking a thing to pieces. Oor boy took his cycle

abreed and could na pit it thegither again.

Aitdit, byre wash or midden sap, filthy liquid. I'll gie they

cabbage a drap o' addil the nicht. Un'fertile eggs in a

clutch are addled eggs.

Ahint, behind. Hurry up, we're gaun tae be clean ahint. A

shepherd calls to his dog-" Come in ahint here. "

Aiblins, perhaps. A well-known w'ord, but not in frequent use

now. As used by an older generation it had a certain

tone of . reverence, and might be better rendered
" enabledr" or expressed by " D.V." Aibl ins, I ' l l  be up

on Friday

Aneth, beneath. You'll fin' my auld buits aneth the bed'

Anegch, enough. That 'ill dae weel aneuch. In speaking of

quantity the " ch " is never sounded. The word then

takes the form of " anew. " Ye needna pare ony mair

tatties, I hae anew.

Antrin, an odd one here and there. Are your potatoes

diseased this year? O, I  get an antr in ane.

Arh, girnel, a chest divided to hold meal and flour. " The

midden's the mither o'  the meal-ark " (old saying)'

Asteer, moving about. You were early asteer this mornin'.

Athis, athis the dyke, ayont the dyke.

Athort,  athrvart.  \-e leave your things lyin'  athort the hale

hoose.

Aucht, orvn. Whae auchts i t  ! '  Who orvns i t?

Ba', ball. The coppers throrvn to the children gathered at a

wedding and scrambled for is called a ba'.

Back, to address a letter you back it.

Ba,icl, abode. We baid there a year-lang eneuch for sic a bit.

Baihy, wood bucket, scoop shaped, with lugs on each side,

and carried against the breast, used for carrying in coals

and out ashes. Heard in Sanquhar. 
'
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Bairdie, loach, small fresh water fish; rough-coated collie.

Bait, to feed a horse. Carriers had regular halting places on

the road for baiting their horses.

Bake, large thick biscuit; a water bake.

Barley, breathing rest in game of Tig-tow. From French
" pa.rler,"

Bauchles, worn-out boots, with the backs cut out so that the

feet could be slipped into them u'ithout trouble; used by

the herds for schloofing about the house. The word may

thus be " backless. "

Bauchle or bochle o' a body, a worn-out, useless sort of per-

son.
Bauks, joists in byre or stable. Sometimes in a byre the hens

roost there. There's twa fat hens up on the bauks.
Beet or beit, mend. Shaw gives this word. It is seldom heard

now. Beet the fire-mend the fire. " Or noble Elgin

beets the Heavenward flame. " Perhaps the meaning here

should be " abetsr" aids.
Beetle or bitel, wood mallet for champing potatoes. No doubt

the word is from fancied resemblance to a beetle-big

body and small head.
Begoud, began. Jamie was nae suner in than he begoud wi'

his capers. I still hear the children in their little cur-fuffs

pause and ask, " Whae begoud it?"

Be-grutten, f.ace showing signs of tears. After her cast oot

wi' Jock, Jenny cam' in wi' her face a'be-grutten.
Be-gunk, disappointment. I got a sair be-gunk efter trauchlin'

owre the muir. I got nae yin at hame.
Beltanes, shearling tups. I have only heard the word once.

A retired herd told me that when a boy he was sent over

into Ken after some strayed shearlings. When he got to

the house the old herd said to him, " Ye'll be come eftei

they Beltanes. " 
'

Ben, room end of a house. C'way ben and speak tae the
maister.

Be na, pronounced as one word, " beenyr" be not. If I be

na in when ye come back ye'll get the key in the bole-

hole.
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Be na, sounds exactly like the first word, but means " by

not " or " except. " I hae nae seen Mrs L- be na at

the picnic since she was mairrit. I never was in Lunnon

be na yince in my life.

Bence, the plant stool-bent. The hard stems are used by the

herds to ripe the PiPe.
Bendy, tea party, a country spree. One day a patty of work-

people had kindled a fire and made tea for their dinner

piece. When I came on the scene one of the men said;
" Isn't  this a r icht bendY?"

Benzel, blast, storm. Look at they beas' hoo they stan' wi'

their backs tae the benzel.

Blirt, bluiter, bluister, burst out, sputter out. Blirt out the

truth. He's sic a bluiter o' a speaker I canna make him

oot. A bluister o' a day I a wet, w-indy day.

Blorky, a tea party. (Not common.)

Bogle, craw-bogle, scare-crow. Bogle manr bo'man, the scare

of children.

Bole-hole, air-hole in wall of barn or stable; a square hole

in the ouui near il1s fire, where the salt box is kept'

Boo' or bool, the bow for hanging pots over the fire.

Booil, must. I bood gang tae the fair-I was bound to go'

Boost, behoved. (I have seen the word in print but never {

heard it).

Boss, hol low. Boss as a drum.

Bottle o' strae, bunch of straw wrapped round with a band.

Bowrock, peats bui l t  into small  heaps to dry.

Boutster, bolster.

Brace, mantelpiece.

Brange, go at a thing with a rush.

Branh,s, halter for a horse; also l l leans the mumps'

Brat, a coarse aPron.

Braw, handsome. More than that, " Abraw " is big, stron$r

well-built, and brave.

Brawnie, strong. A brawnie chiel. I

Breeh. The women land workers were the pioneers of the

modern land rvorkers' dress. They breeked their coats

by tyine them round the knee with their gairtens

(garters).
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Broch or btough, ring round the moon. " A far-away

brough's a near-hand storm. "

Broke, kitchen refuse for feeding pig.

Broose, race at a wedding.
Brosing, heated, perspiring. .fam cam' in a' brosing anC

sweating.
Bruckle, brittle.
Bucht, pen for sheep.
Budum, bottom.
B\'h, bulk, pronounced " book. " Man, I wadna gie ye the

bu'k o' my thoom.
I3um, to hum a tuhe, to bounce or brag, to throw a stone, to

go on*the spree; the buttocks.
IJum-bee, the humble or bumble bee.
Ilum'le, not an expert, making a bad job.

Bumrner, of. a large size.
Bumph, almost humph. Her claes were a' in a bumph aboot

her. A stupid fellow-A muckle bumph.
Buncle. A man was pruning a rose bush trained against

the wall of his cottage. A lot of stems were clustered
too close together, and he said they had " got into a

buncle. "

Bzt, without. I hae come away but my knife the day.

But and ben, a house with two ends, a room and kitchen.

B\tous, by or'nar', by ordinary. He was a byous nice man.

Byrn, stem of burnt heather. Shaw gives this word. and I

still hear it among the herds. Far up Scaur I asked,
" Do you get any firewood here?" " No a byrn tae
kindle the fire. "

Ca' , ca.ll, nam,e, drive, visit. What dae they ca' ye, laddie ?

Ca' the kye doon the loanin'. Ca' the yowes tae the

knowes. . Ca' a nail intae the wa' tae hing that picter

on. That big dog o' yours nearly ca'd me owre. When
you're up oor wey ca' in at Dalzean and we'll ca' the

, crack for a wee.

Ca' cannie, take it easy.

Coidgie, friendly. They

anither.

were unco caidgie-weys aboot yin
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Cairry, clouds carried by

no'rth.

Canna, cannot.

Cannie, easy. A cannie

the wind. The cairry's frae the

iob. Slow going, sufs-Fls's a

cannie chiel, Jamie.
Canty, cheery, htppy. They were a rale canty pair.

Car, a rude cart without wheels for bringing in peats and

h^y.
Cast, cut peats; p.t., " coost." We coost peats doon there

twae 'ear sin'.
Cast oot, fall out, quarrel. We coost oot aboot naething

at a ' .
Certy, an exclamation akin to " Faith !" Mv certy, let me

catch ye at that trick an' I'll warm ye.

Chafts, cheeks, jaws. Jean had sair teeth, and had a lunrp

o' f lan'en (flannel) roun' her chafts.

Champers, Flotatoes mashed fine rvith beetle, a Hallowe'eu

dish.
Chap, strike, knock. Oor clock's rvrang i' the chap. When

ye gang tae the hoose chap at the door an' ask for the

mistress.
Chappin-tanker, old Scotch measure holding about a quart.

Chaps, choose. When at school choosing sides for a g'anre

we said, " I chaps Jake, 
" and so on.

Cheuch, tough. They 'tatae scones were a wee bit cheuch.

Chitterin', shivering. I was that cauld last nicht, my teeth

were chitterin' in my heid.

Chuch,s, children's game played rvith rvhite chuckie stanes.

Chugle, struggle. We had a gey chugle at first making the

ends meet.

Clabber, mud, to cover with mud. Houses on the edge of

the road get doors and windows clabbered with mud in

wet weather from Passing cars.

Clairoch, another form of clairY.

Clairy, mud. Come intae the hoose this meenit ; see what a

clairy ye're makin' o' Yersel'.

Clarts, mud, also dirty tvool, hiplocks from sheep.
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Clash, noise, gossip, given to gossip. They ken a' the clash
o' the country there, the auld wife's an awfu' clash.

Quantity-There was a clash o' hey (h.y) got up yester-
d"y. " Clish-clash, " emphatic form of " clash. "

Clatchin', sitting about the fire. I canna hae ye sittin'
clatchin' aboot the fire like this---oot ye gang.

Claut, dic. def., a kind of rake. In common use, a turned
down implement without teeth for mucking byres, &c.

Clazter, foolish talk, and foolish talkerl " clish-ma-claver,"
same as " clish-clash. "

Cleps, jointed bool or bow for pots to suit one or two sizes.
Clinch, hop on one foot.
Cli.nk, a rivet. Get the smith tae pit a clink in it. A blow--

Gie't a clink wi' a hammer. Cash-The bargain's made,
doon wi' the clink.

Cli.nh.er, praise for man, horse, or dog. He's a clinker.
(ilinkers, ashes from smithy or furnace fires.
(:Iint. When a sheep gets fixed among rocks it clints, and

is often difficult to get out.
Clipe, tell tale. In rick-building the one who passes on the

hay or sheaves to the builder is a clipe.
Clocher, a bad cough.
Clod, throw. Bad boys clod stones at the hens.
Cloot, patch. " Pit a cloot abune a cloot, and that will keep

the cauld oot. " A blow-Stop that or I'll cloot yer lugs.
(looti,e, the Deil.
Cloots, rags.
(lod., pillow; also to make fun of. Ye're making a cod o' me

Coom, SUm, small coal or dross for smithy fires,
pots and pans.

Coopins, small pieces, " smithereens." Tam let
and it went into coopins.

Coothy, kindly, friendly. " I 'm courtly wi' mony

soot from

the jug fa'

and coothy
w i ' s o m e . t t

Cor'-secky, oorn-sacky, a loose fitting working jacket. Heard

in Scaur, but a Crawford word.

C osey, comfortable. A cosey airm chair, .A better word. than
t t @mfy. "
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Cou.py, a couped sheep, a sheep on its back. " Avilr" East

Country word l 
" Walton, " North country term.

Craisie, sun-bonnet (the old-fashioned scoop-like kind).

Crap, boiled whey, a dish sornewhat like sowens.

Creashy, greasy..

Creepi.e, small stool, a shudder. A weird tale or a lonesome

place makes you feel creepie.

Cfine, shrinking. That claith is crinin' wi' the wash.

Crotles, small pieces. Bring in some crotlie bits o' coal for

the fire.

Croudie, brose made with oatmeal.

Cruiae, a pig-sty.

Cubbie, familiar form of " Cuthbert." A nervous person-

You feared cubbie.

Cuddy, a donke,v.
C'ue, clue. A c'ue o' yairn, a ball of wool.

Cuities, cuits, the ankles. " Cuiti-kins," endearing word for

children.
Cuitle, to curry favour. I wadna cuitle doon tae him for

onything.
Cum, sweat on ice when frost begins to yield.

Cutbear, red home-made dye. I had heard the name, but onlv

discovered by accident from the dictionary that it was

called after Dr. Cuthbert Gordon, who first made the

dye on a commercial basis.

C'taay, come awaY.
Daffi,n', fun, frolic.

" Till wi' laughin' and wi' daffin' oor heids wad giddy BFw,
And we bait'h held thegither on the auld quarry knowe'"

Dagon, a large wood candlestick set on the floor t<l light

the house. This may be a one house or one family word'

I have only heard it near the head of Scaur-

Daiillay, a pinafore. Years ago all schoolgirls wore daidlays.

DaiiIIe, potter about doing little. He juist daidles aboot

daein' nocht.
Dail, in school games the home position of the opposing

sides, In Stinky-dails each side went to its own dail,
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from which one ran out and was chased by one of the
other side. If caught that one became a stinky, and
stayed until relieved by one of his own side.

Dail, a board, a shelf. In some houses a series of shelves
like a press without doors w-ere called dails.

I)aised, stupid. The man was daised wi, drink. Wood
without any strength in it-The shank o, that axe was
fair daised, nae wunner it broke.

Dang, dic. def., a minced form of damn. May be sometimes,
seldom so used in Nithsdale. Jock ran against me rvi'
sic a bang he nearly dang me owre.

Daud, a large piece. A daud o' scone and butter. A blow-
" Moral tsuacio,nrs a' hung-bug;

There's na€ persuasion like a daud i, the lug.,'
Dawkie, dull, thick, damp, not much wind. A dawkie clay.
Deedle, dandle a child. Lilt or deedre, a tune without words.

I have seen girls dancing to one deedling the tune.
I)etert, more frequently " Dod-devert," an exclamation of

astonishment. Dod-devert, I've come away tae fish
rvithout my heuks. (Possih|y a pious expression gone
astray).

Dicht, wipe with a cloth. " Dinna dicht t i l l  ye're dirty.,,
Ding, a nudge. Wauken him up, gie him a ding wi' -yer

elbow.
Ding doon, knock down. Stop that jumping aboot, ye're

like tae ding doon the hoose.
Dingle-dousie, a wee stirring lassie.
Dinle, tingle, a knock on the elbow. Gars yer airm a dinle.
Dirdum, fuss, bother, temper. lt 's nae use gettin' in sic a

dirdum aboo it.
I)odderie, feeble, not able for work. He dodde,rs aboot.
Doited, senses numbed with age. puir man, he's gane fair

doited.
f)onnert, stupid. I wrocht wi' they cross-word puzzles until

I rvas donnert.
Dooh, a bathe in the river.
)orty, saucy. she's far owre dorty for a herd's hoose.

Plants easy to grow are said not to be dorty.
Dotf , t ired, weary.
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Doup, bottom end of a candle.

Dousie. I had this word marked " lamp," and then learned

what it was. In old days when burning the water was

practised, a broom was cut and dried, the stems tied

together and dipped into pitch to form a torch, which

was lighted when the work began on the water.

Douse, kindly, loving, lovable.
Doaer, forty winks.
Dreich, long, wearisome. Dreich-in-the-draw, slow to give'

Drugget scones, oatmeal potato scones.

Duist, same as " juist," just.

Dunt, a blow. " And auld Penpont, wha in the frunt

Aft bore the brunt o' battle's dunt."

Dwalm, a f.aint.
Dwining awa4tt. A pathetic word--consumption.

Faceable, feasible, presentable. Quite a faceable story'

Fai,gs, faith. A minced oath.

Fanhled., tangled, a burble. A ball of. yarn or twine some- ,

times gets into a fankle.

Fanhs, sheep folds. A north country word not often used

but quite well known in Nithsdale.

Farl, quarter of rolled circle of oatcake o'r scone'

Fash, trouble, bother. Gang on doon the road, nae yin rvill

fash ye.

Fa' tae, begin. Herd's g'race before meat.

Fau'red., favoured. Weel fau'red, good looking'

Feck, the greater part of anything. I see ye hae got the

feck o' ye'r haY uP.

Fecket, semmit, woollen undershirt.

Fechless, thriftless, persons without energy or forethought.

Fell, clever. He's a fell wee callan.

Fen, feny, capable of taking care of one's self' The

weans are like young paitricks, they fen for their sels

as sune as they're oot o' the shell' '

Fencing the table, communion address in churches. I like

the practice but not the words. The phrase is dying

out.

Fergi.e. My fergie. Exclamations of astonishment,
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Ferlie, to wonder, something unusual. What are ye ferliein'
at noo.

Fernit icle, freckle. n'  Fernit icle never sat on a dun skin."

Fett le, form. Are ye in guid fett le the nicht?

Fey, made mad by the gods.

Fiech, filth.

Fiel, sof.t, nice to the touch.

Fient, I am loath to associate this word with " fiend. " I

would give the meaning as " scarcer" " hardlyi' or
t t  no t  one . t t

Firdom, sometimes Dirdom, fuss. What's a'  this f i rdom

aboot ?

Fi,ry, sultry, thunder in the air.

Fladge, applied to a lazy, sluttish person who gives an un-
gainly appearance of activit_v.

Flair, flatter. I dinna like fouk flairin' aboot me.

Fleech, entreat or cajole. " It's better tae fleech a fule than

fecht him. "

F ley,  fear .  I  got  an awfu ' f ley  comin 'hame in  the dark  las t

nicht.

Flichans, light flakes of anything. A flichan of soot clinging

to the bars of a grate indicates the coming of a stranger.

I t 's cauld noo, I  see some f l ichans o' snaw in the air.

Flinners, splinters, broken all to bits.

Floorin', embroidery with the needle.

Flype, turn inside out, turning the leg of a stocking over the

foot to get it on easier

Flyte, scold.

Fob, pocket for watch in headband of trousers.

Footer, a slow, bungling work. Perhaps from " f lutter," a

lot of fuss for a small flight.

Fornent, opposite, r ight in front. Druidhal l  si ts r icht for-

nent ye as ye come up the road.

Forri t ,  forward. Farmers are weel forr i t  wi '  their rvark

this back-en'. Gang forrit, step to the front.

I  ofs, spats or gaiters for chi ldren's legs.

F-,r i i ' ,  hay fork, stable fork.

F''.t:ii€, soft, spongy, rotten at the heart.

l ' ' rrslr,  br i t t le, easy to crumble,
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Fu ' ,  f  ou,  drunk.

Ful l ,  proud. He has on a new suit the nicht, and he's gey

full aboot it.

Fu.mble, grope atrout in the dark for anything rvith the fingers.

Fushionle.r.s, tasteless, rvi thout any strength.

Gab, mouth. Gift  o'  the gab, plenty to say.

Gair, green gairs, strips of green grass on a hill side rvhere

a trickle of water comes out.

Gairy, precipitous rocks. A rvord known but not of ten heartl

in Nithsdale.

Gar, make, do, compel. I ' l l  gar ye dae what I  bid you'

Garfa, laziness. Sair bothered wi '  the garfa (garpha)'

Gate, road. I have often heard the old people in Thornhill

say " doon the gate " for " down the street"' " AwAy

hame tae yer ain gate en' " was often said to noisy

weans on the street. Of :r u' i l ful  person, " Gang yer ain

gate. "

(]aunt, yawn, sign of rveariness. What are ye gaping and

gaunt in '  a t  ?

Gaupie,  g i lp ie ,  a  heedless lass ie .

Gau,kie, arvku'ard.
(]ecl, a pike.

Geg, a favourite game with boys on dark nights'  The

object of the game was to get the geg into the dail

rvi thout being taken. I f  "  geg " 
Ynt rvr i t ten " l ie$,"

then the game was playing at smugglers'

Gegs, painful cracks in hands or feet.

Gellock, a pinch or crou'bar.

Gey, very. Gey rveel, very rvell ; gey sair, very sore'

Gcyley or geyl ies, fair ly, or very well '  "  '  Hoo are ye thtr

nicht?' 
'  Geyley. '  

"  fhe fouk doon the water are

geyl ies forr i t  wi '  their turniPs.

Gibbie, famil iar form of Gilbert.

Gibbies, moths. I .  think " Gibbie " is an old name for a

lantern. I have heard a turnip Hallowe'en lantern called

a " Girning-Gibbie. 
"

Gie, gie' t ,  gie's ' t ,  give, give i t ,  give us i t '

Gin, if. Gin I had tae dae it o\l're again,
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Gird., a hoop.

Gi,rn, a snare, ill-natured. What are ye girnin' aboot?

Girnel, meal ark.

Glaff, fear, startle. What a glaff ye gied me.

Glaiket, thoughtless. She's a glaiket lassie yon.
(]lant., grab at.
(ilau,nch, frown.

Glaur, dic. def., a Scotch form of " glair." " Glair," the 
\

clear part of an egg used for varnish. " Glaur " is
" mud that sticks. " Oor man cam hame glaur tae the
een holes. 

,
Gleet or gluit. Dampness followed by frost causes a gleet on

the grass and a slippiness on the roads.
Gleetin', stiffening. Long ago when sun-bonnets and steys

(corsets) were made at home, some threads of coarse
cotton were drawn into casings to gleet them.

Gleg, quick, clever. I 'm rale gleg i '  the hearin' yet.
Gleyed, off the straight. Ye've gane gey gleyed wi' they

furs (furrows).
Gliff, a swift glance. I juist got a gliff o' him gaun by.
Gloa:r, stare.
Goite, a child. A wee gabbin' goite.
Goller, roar like a bull.
Gorb, a bad boy. A " herry-gorb, " one who herries bird

nests.
Gorlans or gorli,ns, young' birds in nest.
Gorroch, a mud hole.
Gouf, to hit a ball with the hand in the game of Han'-an'-

hail.
Gou!, same as " coo,f, " a stupid fellow.
Gouh, gowk, cuckoo, a fool.
Gow,I, howl, a loud greet.
Gou.pen, both hands held together open. A goupen fu' o'

nits.
Gouster, thrawn churlish person. Goustery v,'ssfh_sy-wsf ,

windy.
Grannie s, hairv caterpillars,
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Grape, grope. It was that dark I had to grape alang the wa'

for the door. A kind of spade with four or five prongs for

mucking a byre or stable, or houkin' tatt ies. When

the prongs are turned dorvn claut fashion, i t  is a " dreg "

o r  t t  hack . "

Grime, smut off pots and pans. .Ye hae grimed your apron

wi'  the pot.

Griming o' snaw. I cannot but think this is wrong. Grime

and snow are so contradictory. I know that " griminq "

is given as " sprinkl ing. " This year I  thought I  got a

clue. One morning a herd said to t1€r " There's a

greyin' on they hi l ls this mornin'." Greying. greyning,

grining-a thin sprinkling of snow. Or.could the word

have come from t '  r ime " or t '  r ine," hoar frost,

and at one time have been " kriming " ? This u'oulcl

connect the word with frost and snow.

Gru.e, shudder, something that makes your flesh creep.

Guddle, catch trout with the hands.

Gue, bad taste. That butter has a gue rvi ' t .  James Shaw

makes a slip rvith this wo,rd. He connects it with
" gul l .  "  " I t  was that that give me the gul l  at him. "

The words are different. A person can gull me with a

cock-and-bull story, but he has to do a mean trick to

sive me the gue (distaste) at hin-r. F'rench, goLt (taste).

Guid-heaz,ny-cairr ies toe ! an exclamation of astonishment.

Guist,  pleasant taste. An old woman who l ived by herself  in

I\ t loniaive took the Book herself  everv night. I t  vi 'as the

custom then in the churches to read the l ine for the

singing, and this Godly woman fol lorved the practice.

On being chided for this she ansrvered, " I  l i l<e to guist

my gab twice wi't. "

Gyte, daft,  mad. Gane gyte.

Haar, mist hanging on the grass. That haar is lang o' l i f t in '

th is  morn in ' .

Hafty, smooth f lat stone used in the game of haft ies or beds.
" Peever " is, I think, the word norv in use.

Hog, chop or split wood.

Haih, rake, rove. Where 'e gaun haikin'  tae the nicht?

I
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Huil ,  goal in game of Han'-an'-hai l  played with hand-bal l .

Hantruh, rni lking pai l  with handle on one side. " Legl in, "

East Country word.

Huttt le, a lot.  A hantle o' fouk wad be gled o't .  I t  wad

suit ye a hantle better if ye cam hame suner at nicht.

Harrt, perhaps from " hardenedr" a good skin on scones. A

scone not fired enough is not harned.

Hash, a large quanti ty. I  got a hash o' hey up yesterday.

FJass, opening of the throat. " '  There's something stuck in

my hass. '  '  Hask i t  up then. '  "  The head of  a  pass-

At the head of Mennock Pass there is a house cal led

Hass Cottage. " Hause " occurs in Cumberland.

Hate, nothing (no-whit).  " '  Did ye get onything up at that

hoose? '  '  Not  a  hate. '  "  Dei l  hate ,  noth ing at  a l l .
Huurl,  a big lot.  There was a queer haurl o'  bramles

(brambles) at Chanlock this year, and a haurl o'  fouk

efter them. Untidy person-She's a dirty haurl.  Haul

or drag-I canna cairy lnony sticks noo, but I can haurl

a wheen hame yet.

Heose, I toise, ease or hoist.  To a person lying, hea*.e or

hoise yersel '  up a bit .

Heigh, high. The heigh en' and the laigh en' o'  the hi l l .  In

Scaur " heigh " is north, and " laigh " is south. The

wlln's away laigh the day.

Hilch, a halt  from the hip in walking. He walks wi '  a hi lch.

A lift--Gie't a hilch on tae my shoother.

Hirsel,  ease. Hirsel yont a bit .

Hoast, a cough.

Horkin.g, sit cowering over the fire. I canna hae ye sit hork-

ing aboot the fire a' day.

Hotch, f idget, si t  uneasy. What are ye hotchin' aboot?

Hotchin',  in big numbers. The hares are juist hotchin' in

that meadow. This week I heard it in a peculiar form :

The sea troots are fair hotc:hin' doon in that pool.

Hotter, a crowd of small  things. The wean's face cam oot

in a regular hotter. The mauks were in a hotter on

that ewe.

Hottering, bubbling and boiling. The porridge were hotterin'

on the fire.
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Hou, hoe.
IIouk, dig.
Hoy, a hail. Yonder's Glen, gie him a hoy. Hurry-Noo,

hoy on as fast as ye can.

Hudder, crowd, rather a mixed crowd. We met Chanlock

sheep at the bend, an' afore we could dae ocht they got

mixed. I never saw sic a hudder.

Hudderi,e-dudderie, ragged, dirty, untidy. A hudderie-

dudderie lot about Glen-Scobin.

Hunher, sit down on y'our own legs.

Hurkle-doon, crouched. We hurkled doon ahint the dyke

till the shoor blew by.

Hurl, a ride in a cart. " lVhurrel " u'ith " rfiy' " Ieft out.

Hurly, a wheelbarrow; a lou' bed on castors for children,

pushed under the other bed by day, brought out at night'

Hyke, hulk. She's a big lazY hYke.

Ilka, each, every. " Ilka lassie has a laddie. "

Ingle. Ingle stane, hearth stone.

Iz, us. Yer no' gaun wi' iz, you're not going with us.

log, prick with anything sharp, iuggy, full of thorns like

briars and thistles.

launer, a man given to talk, to put off time talking. He's

sic a jauner when he begins.

IauP, splash.

law, throw out water or sloPs.

lebble, to spil l a l iquid in small drops.

lib, a small drop. There's a wee jib in the greybeard yet.

Jibbin's, last drops of milk from a cow. ,

Ji*P, snrall.

Jink, to skip to the side, dodge. lVe j inked in bv the back

door.

Jirgin' or i irhfu', sqeaking boots.

Jook, same as "  j ink.  "

Jorgin', Georgin' , noise nlade by lxlots rvhen full of water'

/ozr.', swing the bell.

luist, just. Juist 
'e noo, just now.

lundy, jolt. I gied the thing a jundy wi'my airm and it fell

and broke. I fell this morning and gied mysel' an arvfu'

jundy.
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Ken, knowledge. I  ken. What I  don't  know I dinna ken.

Kennin', a very small piece. " ' 'Will 
you have a little nlore

cheese? '  'Weel ,  ju is t  a  kennin ' . '  "  You ' re  gaun tae

Chanlockheid; keep a kennin' to your left  at the stel l ,  and

you' l l  get the pad.

Kent, a cudgel.

Kep, stop. O, ntan, kep they sheep, dinna let then: through

the slaP.

I{et, dic. def., carrion, nratted rvool. I have heard it more

frequently applied to peht. Ketty peat is fibrous peat-

peat r.l' ith a lot of strong roots running through it, mak-

ing it difficult to cut. Touchy,. cross-Weel, guidman,

ye need na get sae ket aboot it.

Kist,  box, trunk, chest. Tam's bringing up the lassie's kist

the day.

Kite or Kyte, the bel ly. A weel-f i l led kyte.

Kittle, ticklish, difticult. 
'Ihe 

slater had a kittle job the day

gett in'  that can on wi '  the wun'. Quick-tenrpered-
He's kit t le to f lee intae a temper at the least thing. .

Dangerou5-f ls '5 a kit t le customer yon.

Ifittly, easily tickled.

Kiaen, a snrall bit. ltr<-lbably a fornr of " skiven." Onl,v

heard once.

Knittin', an old name for tape.

. Laager, clinging dampness on grass in the morning. That

laager's lang in l i f t in '  this mornin'.

Laigh, low. I t 's a nice hoose, but unco laigh in the cei l in ' .

South-The wun's away laigh the day.

Lantp, l<.rng step. He has the rale herd's lamp. I saw him

gaun lampin' doon the road.

Lanh, long and thin.

Lap,leapt. " Kate lap owre the mil l  dam, and owre the n: i l l

dam lap Kate, "

Lapper'd rnilk, milk turned sour and thick.

Lap-stune, stone used by souters for hammering leather on.

LaPPy, familiar form of " Dunlop. "

Leash, an active sinewy rnan. I kenned him when he was

young I he was a leash chiel.
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Lefty, shy, blate, bashful. Not common.

Linkin', to go arm in arm.

Lippen, trust. A familiar word. Noo, can I lippen on ,vou ?

Loot, bend down, stoop. I looted doon tae tie my steeker.

My heid bodders me; i t 's warst whan I loot doon.

f,oslr,  Losh, heep me. Exclamations of astonishment.

Lown, calm, still. It's lown the day, there's no' a pue (puff)

o, '  wunt.

Luggie, same as Hannah.

Lugs, ears, handles. To lift <ir drag. Gie's a lug up the

road wi' my kist.

Lum, chimney. John Lowrie's wee roun' lum reeks clearly.

Lun'ering, Iundering, a thrashing, beating with a stick.

Lunkie-hole, ahole in a dyke to allow a sheep to pass through.

Lr.tppin-shi.rlen', sinew in hand or wrist, sprained and out of

place.

Lusk. or lish, the groin.

Maik, a penny.

Marrow, mate. " N'Iy rvinsome marrow. " Equal-You'll

no' f ind i ts nrarrorv in the glen. Neighbourly, lending a

helping hand-Chanlock, Glenmano, Polgowan, and Dal-

gonar marrow vvith each other in the handlings.

AIash, infuse tea.

X[aukin',  a hare. 
t

Mauhs,. maggots on sheep.

I\[aunt, stutter in speech.

I[eeting-hou,se, name formerly given to dissenting places of

worship.

LIegstie, Mergie, exclamation of wonder.

Mense, g'race, modesty. Think black burnin' shame, hae ye

nae mense aboot ye. Set oot the cheese, it wull ave

mense the table.

Merhins, dead lambs. I had never heard the word until I

came into Scaur. One stormy day in April this year I

heard the word four times. It was a bitter cold, stormy

day-bitter snow showers. Then I heard one after

another say, " There wil l  be a lot o'merkins the day."

A common word in Yarrow.

I
I
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Milsie, milk sieve. Lanarkshire term.

Mint, attempt, try. A rvord I have not heard since boyhood.

I would not mint at sic a thing-I rvould not try it.

I [ i rk, dark. A black, mirk nicht.

X[ochy, warm, moist.  A queer mochy kind o' a day this.

tr[ools or Mouls, the ground, soi l .  I t  often has a kirkyard

sound.
" When I'm laid among the mool.s."
" O think na b'ut my heart was sair

When I laid the mo'uls amang his hair."

Moul'ie, cheese affected with mould. A mean person is said

to be moul ' ie.

Muck, dung. Muck the byre, clean the muck out of the byre.

X.[uckle, nrcihle, big, a shal low pai l  for working up butter

in .

Muller, to crumble down, turn to dust.

Il[ullins. Bread or oatcake carried in the pocket crumbles

into mull ins, l i t t le bits.

Il[u,shlum, mixed. Scones made part flour and part oatmeal

are mushlum scones.

Mutch, a woman's house cap. A nicht nrutch.

Nap, a short sleep, forty winks, to make fun of. You're tak-

ing your nap of me. Napping hammerr Napping

stanes, breaking stones.

Nebbuck, cheese.
' Ne' fu', neive-full, cut short.

lfeizes, fists.

Neth, under.

Neuh, nook, a small  corner. " A neuk o' Auld Kirkbride. "

The neuk of a plaid.

Niffer, swap, exchange.

NiIe, the naval.

Nocht, nothing.

Noddy, a small coach with entrance at back. I have only

heard the word and been in the thing once in Sanquhar.

Notional, ful l  of fancies, a bee in his bonnet. A notional kin'

o ' b o d y .

l iyimpt, real ly " yi-p," short rneasure.

Ocht, anything. I dinna rvant ooht ye hae.
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Ocht, ought, duty. 1'hey ocht tae fence that bit  o'road.

Orra, odd. Orraman, oddrnan.

Oxter, arm-pit.

Puckies, gloves with fingers all in <-rne.

Pud, path

Poih, dic. def.,  a beating. Shaw gives " a low character."

Often used to describe a beating at a' game of bowls-
" Oor club got a paiking last nicht at Penpont. " A

schoolboy may say - " I got nry paiks (licks) at the

skule yesterday. " A hen q'hich dabs or pecks the others

paiks thetrt. A rvoman r,vho does n<-rt get on well with

her neighbours or servants is an auld paik. I  have not

heard i t  used to describe a low character

Pally lantbs, snral l  i l l -gr<-r ivn larnrbs.

Pup, a l ight tap rvith a hanrnrer, rvalking or working slowly.

Keeping papping on.

Parrack, small covered shelter fgr ewe artd lanlb. A very

small  room in a house is a parrack o' a place'

Pech, pechon, breathing hard, panting. I  ran t i l l  I  coulcl

harcl ly pech. 
' I 'hat 

brae tak's the pech oot o'  yin'  I

declare I 'm fair pechan wi '  the heat.

Peerie, a boy's sPinning toP.

Pickle or puchle, a snral l  qua.nt i ty of arnything. A rvee pickle
"  \ ' in 's  nane,  tu 'ae 's  somet

I
I

I)
i

tea.
Three 's  a  P ick le ,  four 's  a  Pun.  

"

pig, crock-pig, a large earrhenware iar for holding milli, &c.

pig, earthenware, delf. ,Long in Th<lrnhill, zr harvker who

sold delf w:rs a pig-mzrn. In Nlicl-Lothian they were

called N{uggers.

P i Ie ,  a  gra in ,  a  smal l  quant i tY.
"  Every  p i le  o ' t . '  "

Ping and purtg, schoolbgy r,vorcls for stone thror,ving. Ping

him rvi '  a stane. 
' fhat 

was a pinger'

Pirtgit t ' ,  c<-rmplaining, peevish. I ' tn fzr ir  pingin' f  i '  the cauld.

I could juist si t  pingin' owre the f ire'

Pir l  and bir l  are much the same. But I  am told there is a

difference. \'ou birl a coin rvhen you spin it on a point

of the rim. You pirl it rvhen you make it run along the

"  '  Is  v< lur  corn a '  in? '
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floor on the rim. Yet you birl a wheel round when you

test it, and on a cycle you go down the brae as hard as

you can birl.

Pirn, a reel.

Pirnie, a night-cap.

Plooh, a pimple.

Plot, bathe in hot rvater.

Plouter, mess or messing r,vi th u'ater; a nressy u'orker.

Pookin', moulting. Oor hens are no' layin' the noo, they are

a' pookin'.  A sl ight tug to cal l  attention. Wooing-A'

the lads are pookin' at her.

Pouse, rug the hair.

Pozu, the front lock of a horse; with a man, either his head

or his hair.  " Blessings on your frosty pow. "

" They've l i t t le rvi t  in their por.v rvha l icht a candle at a

Iow. t t

Pou-heads, tadpoles.

Preen, pin.

Pue, puff.  I t 's very st i l l ,  there's no' a pue o' wun'.

Puist,  comfortable, fair ly well  of.  Scaur u'ater herds are

puist fouk.

Purl and plain, loops in knit t ing stockings; r ig and fur.

Radical bashet, shopping basket u' i th l ids. From " Reticule. "

Rahe, gather. Rake the f ire; gather the f ire, so i t  wi l l  keep

in fo,r a while.

Ram-stam, reckless, going head on at a thing, l ike a ranr

going into a fight, eyes shut. t

Rangle-tree, rantl le-tree, iron bar across chimney for hanging

pots over the fire. From " Rowantree. " Originally, no

doubt, a big wooden sway reaching from floor to rafters,

for hanging pots over fire on open hearth. " The cat ran

up the rangle-tree wi '  a lump o' reid raw l iver in i ts

mouth. "

Rauchle, rough.

Rax, reach, stretch. " Rax me my staff and plaid. " When

cramped with sit t ing'a man wil l  r ise to rax himself.  After

being in the house a' day I took a turn tae rax my legs.

Reachin', straining. Bouking and reachin' when the

stomach is on the heave.
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Retnn, cream. Ream the milk, skim the milk.

l leek, smol<e.

Reel,es, faulds, fanks, sheep folds.

Rei.sted, dried. Hams are hung fronr the cei l ing to reist.

Rid, a conrb. Rid your heid, comb your hair.

l f t l le, unrarvel.  \ 'e mzrun r i le oot that stockin' tae the heel.

Rile, ntake angry.

Rin te ,  hoar  f ros t .

1?i lr ,  run.

Rinnens, King's evi l ,  running sores.

Rizs, selvedge cut from cloth. 
' I 'ai lor 's 

r ins.

Rooh, leave with nothing, enrpty the pockets.

Rouhe, hoar frost.

Sob, sob, greet.

Sod, sodden, l i rnt.

Sair, sore.

Saugh, wil low.

Sausters, dainty unsubstztnt ial food.

tea and sausters .

Nocht noo-a-davs but

Sca.iry. Sharv gives this u'ord, but the introduction of
" shador,v " into his definit ion rather confuses one. I

never understood the nreaning until I lived among the

hi l ls. " scairy " is the brightness, the glou' of the sun

or moon on the sky before they appear. At the hand-

l ings a herd rvi l l  start fronr his house to gather while i t

is yet dark. One morning Shiel started early for Chan-

lockhead, and they told me there they just saw him

against the scairy on the hicht when they canre out.

That is, they saw him against rhe brightness of the east.

Again, I  rvas asked when I got honle on Saturdav night,

and I said the moon rose as I c:rme pzrst Chanlock. l'he

reply was : " Ye hadna been far ahint me, for I  sarv the

scairy o't  when I got tae the door. " Standing at Dalzean

door one night this autumn, we saw the scairy of a

motor coming up the glen-the play of the he:rcl lights

on the hi l l  long before i t  came in sight.

Scart,  scratch, scrape. A wee lassie r 'vi l l  saI, " ' fhe 
cat

scarted me, " or, " Nlother, can I scart oot (scrape out)

the jeely Pan?"
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Scaud, scald.

Scawed, faded. That coat o'  yours is a'  scarved wi '  the sun.
Schlate, schlater, slate and slater. The armadil lo rvood-louse

was always cal led a schlater

Schlent ,  s lant .  Tak '  the h i l l  on the sch lent  and you ' l l  c l im '
easier.

Scoor, scour, wash blankets or wool. I 'm fhrang scoorin'
clarts the day.

Scoortt-looking, vagabond-like. A scoory-looking character.
Scoory day, wet stormy day.

Scouder, scorch. Cloth burned with hot iron is scoudered.
Potatoes stuck to the pot are scoudered or girsled.

Scraich, screech, yell.

Scrogs, dwarfed ill-grorvn wood; Chanlock scrogs.
Scrunt, plant or animal i l l -grown. A scrunt o'  a body. A

mean scrunt .

Sech, sigh.

Sehe (seek), seep, eke, ooze out l ike sweat, to search through.
Years ago I saw a barrel of treacle at a shop door in
Thornhi l l ,  with the contents slowly oozing through the
seams. The grocer said : " I t 's queer that treacle r. l ' i l l
seke through a barrel that ' i l l  haud in water. "

Shauchle, gleyed, off  the straight. Ye hae cut that claith a'
shauchled. A useless person-A shauchle o' a body.

Shazte, sl ice. A shave o' loaf, a sl ice of bread.

Sheu,ch, a shal lorv ditch. Keep oot o'  the sheuch.

Shile, grin. What are ye shi l ing at?

Shin, a rocky r idge jutt ing out from the hi l l .
Shinty, r, l 'el l -known g'ame, also a row, a rumpus.

Shog, shove, shake.

Shogly or shugly, shaky. " Gied the infant world a shog."

Shooglt-shoo, see-saw, up and down swing.
(t Trony, tr,ony, trontibus,

Where did I get you ?
I got ye ahint the nettle buss

Playing shoogy-shoo,."
Shool, shovel. When playing at bools, to jerk forward with

the arm when knuckl ing was to shool, " Heavey " 
is

the Galloway word.
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Shunners, cinders. Tak oot the shunners.
Sib, fr iendly. Owre sib wi '  the de' i l .
,Sic, such.

Siccar, sure, safe, steady.
tVlak' siccar.

A g"y siccar chiel, Wullie.

Sin, st1ne, since. Lang syne. I hae na seen Jamie sin the
cl ippin'.  Wash up-Syne oot the basin.

Sing, singe, p.p. sung, burn rvith hot iron. A sheep's head

to make sheep's heid broth was taken to the smiddy to

be sung.

Sinnerance, sunderance, parting of the \l/ays, where road

forks. The sinnerance o' the road.

Sinnery, asunder. Take a watch or clock sinnery.

Sipe, drain the rvater from. Sipe they potatoes. That

meada has siped weel the da_v efter the rain.

Siazle, burn, the noise nlade by burning. Sizzled ham, hanl

scorched in frying.

Shail ,  disperse, scatter, spi l l .  I  u'as there when the kirk

skai led. I  was sent oot tae sl<ai l  dung. The boy skai led

the sugar on the road.

Skech, pinch, purloin, something l ike " scran. " He's aye

lookin' aboot for onything he can skech.

Skelly, squint, to go off the straight. You made a big

skelly vvhen ye landed at Chanlockfoot instead of Dal-

zean.

Skelp, a slap with the hand, a skelping rvi '  the tawse. In

summer the bairns skelp bare-fited tae the school.

Shi,te, glancing blow. A skite i '  the side o' the heid.

Sklenner, a sl ide of stones on the hi l ls ide.

Skl idder, to sl ip as on ice. Skl iddery, very sl ipper.r ' .

Skloof , shuffie the feet. Lift your feet, man, what are ye

skloof-skloofin' at?

Skri.ft'en, thin skin over calves and lambs when born.

Skult,  smack rvith schoolmaster 's cane on palm of the hand.

You got a scud or skelp with the tawse. Skult with

cane.

Slairk, smear

your pina'

pre aboot

with anything sticky. Look, you're slairking
u'i' the syrup. I declare, when road repairers

everything's slairkit wi' tar,
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Slipe, sledge. To bring home peats from the moss on a
sledge is to slipe them.

Slork, clumsy supping or eating.
Sluch, slough, pull the wool from a dead sheep.
Slug, sluggie, a jerkin or loose f i t t ing rvorking jacket.

" Cor'-se"kyr" Lanarkshire word.
sluiter, mess with water. washing in the kitchen makes a

sluiter o'  the hoose. Sluiter o'  a day, wet day. Untidy
person, a messy worker.

Slun.ge,lazy. A cross between a sponger and a lounger, with
the rvorst qualities of both.

smeek, smoke. In old t imes i t  was the custom at the end of
the season to smeek the bees to get the honey.

Smuist, back-smoke. Smoke drifting down one vent from
gnother causes disagreeable smuist in a room.

,Snaucl i le, useless. A snzruchle o' a body.
Sneck, door latch. Sneck that door.
sno.sh. sharv gives this rvord as " comfortable. " I have

never heard it be na as a slang term for impudence. Gie
'  me nane o 'yer  snosh.

So.s, rvord used in r ick bui lding, the same as ,,  solt  " or
t t  sau l t .  t t

Sottering, boi l ing, the same as " hottering. "

Sou.ri.cks, sourocks, sorrel.

Souter, .shoemaker; in games, a total defeat, without the
opponent scoring anything.

Souter-end, l ingle-end, thread used b_y shoenrakers.
sozrons, dish nrade from oat seeds steeped and the l iquor

clras'n off and boi led.

Spails, chips'from woodnran's axe.

Speet or speek, rods on which the r,r,icks r,v&" hung for
dipping in tal low candle making.

Sb;lk, spl inter of n,ood, one that runs into hands or feet l jke
a thorn.

Spei l ,  c l imb.

Speir,  ask. I ' l l  no' loss far, I  can a-ye speir my wey.
Sprauchle, sprawl, scramble. We sprauchled up the brae.
\ r r ,?9,  purse or  sp leuchan.  I  have heard o ld  men ca l l  the

fob rvatch pocket a spung'.
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Spunh, a match, l i fe, energy, So. NIan, hae ye nae spunk

in ye. i

Spurt le, pot st ick.

Stance, passage from l<itchen to room.

Stap, stop a hole. Stap something in that bole-hole tae keep

the cauld oot. Cram-Stap they sacks as fu'  as ye can.

Staucher, stumble. I  stauchered whiles.

Steek, st i tch, shut. Min' and steek that .yett.
Steeker, a bootlace, a whang.

Steer, st\r. i 'here's an unco steer on the day.

Steg, st i f f ,  a long step without much spring in i t .  I  saw

him gaun stegging doon the road. Prich-A steg of a

thorn. A steg of a needle.

Steiae, strong.

Stey, steep. " A stout heart tae a stey brae."

Sfeys, stays, supports, corsets.

Stoor, dic. def.,  dust in motion, dust anywhere. The mantel-

piece is covered wi' stoor.

Sfof, stotter, stottery, tr ip, stumble. l4y f i t  caught a stag

and I gied a great stotter. He's gett ing kind o' stottery

or tottery-weys on his feet.

Strang, urine kept for washing blankets and wool. Also used

in home-dyeing with Cutbear dy". English rvord,
t t  Lunt .  "

Stvauchle, struggle. I t 's a sair strauchle'comin' up the glen

when the snaw's on the road. I  had a sair strauchle at

the start tae make ends meet.

Str idle, legs stretched apart.  Ride str idle-legs, a leg on eaclt

side of the horse.

Strunts, takq.the pet. He took the strunts and wadna come

wi '  us .

Study, anvi l ,  rarelY " stYthie. "

suein" hands i tching and smart ing after being stung with

nett les.

Syle, milk sieve.

Taberin' ,  belabour, beating. I  gied that dog a taberin'  wi '

my stick yesterday for traikio' away.
'lade, a toad'



TsB VcnNACULAR or 1\{ro-NrrHsDALE. 4l

Taigle, hinder. I was taigled in the toon when I was doon
the day. I taigled (put off time) on the road for 

'I 
am tae

come up. He's sic a jauner his tong'ue taigles his legs.
Tairger, a scold, a worker always in a hurry and raging as

she goes. An awfu' tairger.
'[allt, 

tallow. Tally-iron, old-fashioned iron for ironing
mutches, so called from its shape like a tallow candle.

'langs, 
roots, particularly of teeth when drawn.

' lap!>in',  
a crest. Cairnkinna has a tappin',  a cairn on the

top. Hens with a crest are tappined hens, though a
tappit hen is very different.

'f 
ap-sil-teerie, upside down.

Tate, small  quanti ty. A wee tate mair sug'ar, i f  you please.
7'aupie, senseless gir l .  A muckle taupie.
' lauted, 

matted. Kaim his tauted hair.
'law, 

bool for knuckling rvith.
Tee.m, pour out.

Tetf i ,  rvatch, mind. Tent they sheep a meenit.  Tak' tent,

take heed.
'l'euch, 

tough, same as " cheuch. "

Thach,  thatch.
' l .hee, 

thigh.

I 'hir,  these. 
' l 'ak'  

thir sheep tae the faulds.
' l 'hrapple, 

the throat.

I 'hrazu, twist.  " '  N{i ther, that wee hen's beginnin' tae

craw. '  '  ' fh raw 
i ts  neck,  then. '  "

Thraw-crook, rvyl ie, crank for twist ing ropes of hay or

stra\['.

I 'hruwn, twisted, bad-tempered. He has aye an awfu' thrawn
face on him.

' fhreep, 
argue. Wad ye threep doon my throat that black's

whi te?

Thruch-stane, flat stone over grave.

Thruch-through. I  never heard the phrase t i l l  this year.

When some young beasts were turned out for the season
to fen for themselves, I  asked, " Is i t  not too early?"
" Oh, no, they' l l  thruch-through (pul l  through)."

l ' i r l ,  mood, hqmour, I  can work best when the t id's on rne.
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Tig-tow, children's g'ame, mild courtship. They're tig-towin'
wi '  ane anither.

Timmer, not musical. f immer-tuned and tempered wi' the

beetle.

Tined or tint, lost.

Tings, tan,gs, tong's, f i re-irons.

Tir-a-uee, a squabble.
'I'irl, 

bare, take the roof off a house, bare the rock in a
quarry.

Toot, blow the horn. " Ae toot and ye're oot. "

Toots, tut,  to bel i t t le anything. 
' Ioots, 

ye' l l  no dee wi ' t .
" Hoot-toots, " to cast doubt on a storv.

Tounin', tuffiing with the wind.

Tounin'-on, going on in a breezie fashion. Tounin'-on frae

morn t i l l  nicht.

Tousie, rough, untidy hair. 
'lousie 

tyke, a rough-coated dog.

Tousl in' ,  ruff i ing with hands. A rough sort of embrace with

man and woman.

7'oLlt ,  the pet, and a sl ight i l lness is a wee bit  tout.

T'raih, rake, rove. Where areye gaun traiking tae the nicht?

Trans, a passage, an entry.

Tres ses , trest le.

Trog{in, goods for sale or exchange.

Trogue, exchange, barter.

Trol lope, untidy, a draigle.

Trone, play truant, skip the school.

7'ruck, trade. Arl 'zrv Ie So, I  want nae truck wi '  ye.

[I /ad, black-lead penci l ,  \vager, a pledge, a forfeit  in par-

lour games. I  heard i t  so used only a rveel< ago. Pit  in

yer rvad.

Waf,f  ,  rveak. Kirsty's gey u'aff  on't  the day. Glimpse-I juist

got a rvaff o'  him gaun roon' the corner.

ITlaff le, rveak, not to be depended on. He's a waff ie o'  : l

body.

V[/ ag-at-the-wa', old-fashioned German clock.

[I/airsh, tasteless, porridge rvithout salt, a kiss rvithout love.

Wam,ple, almost the same as " wimpler" to wind out and in.

\Arimple-wample through Cample. T'angle-Ye've got

that yairn in a rvample.
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Wan', a slender rod. A saugh

Wangle, wriggle. He's intae a

o ' t .

I l 'op, a row, a quarrel.  I  want

I'tr'ttrsle, r,vrestle. We had a sair

wan ' ,  a-wi l low wand.

scrape, but he' l l  u,ang' le oot

nae \ /ap aboot i t .

warsle to get through afoie

: the rain cam'.

[I/ater-w,aders, old name for tallorv candles.

trVaucl i le, t i red walk, rvaddle. Atween wun' and rain and

glaur on the road, I  could hardly r,vauchle hame.

Wecht, a sheep's skin without wool stretched. on a hazel gird

used for l i f t ing grain, in a barn
Itr/eenth, width. 

' Iak' 
a weenth oot o'  that skirt  ( impossible

nowadays). He had the hale weenth o' the street tae turn

in .

LI/hang', a cut of anything. A whang o' cheese.

IL'  l tan g s, leather bootlaces.

l I / l tunt le ,  turn  over .  Gie  that  s tane a whumle owre tae me.

Clockin' (broody) hens are r,vhumled by having a tub put
'o,rer 

them. A dish of 11,hurnlg-nothing-from well-

knorvn story.

lVhup-the-cat. Tai lors who went out to work in their

customers' houses rvhupped-the-cat.

IVinter-dyhe, a clothes screen with rugs over i t  set round the

fire, a draught screen, a heavy qui l t  or spread placed on

the bed in rvinter, an extra covering.

W ylie, thrar,r'-crook.

IAynted, milk gone sour.

l .Vyte ,  b lame.

Yackert,  t iqht laced, t ightly bound up.

Yonh, hurry, run hard. Noo, away ye gang doon, hard as ye

can yank i t .  Excited bark of a dog.

Yap, hungry.

l 'a t ters ,  gnawed b i ts  le f t  by  ra ts  or  mice.

Yaul, speedy. He rvas a yaul fel low u'hen he was young.

l 'qulr,  cry of a chicken. What are they birds yaupin' at?

Hae ye fed them ?

Y cl l  ,  dry.

Ye rh , l i ke  "  yank r "  t o  r un  o r  l va l k  f as t .

4ri
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Y etlanil-pot, cast-iron pot.
Yet-meal, oatmeal.
Yett, a gate. Min' an' steek the yett.
Yeukie, itchy.
Yimp, scimp, short measure.
Yirni.n', stomach of lamb that has never sucked, dried and

used for cheese making.

4th Deccnbor, 1025.
Chairman-Dr W. SBupr,B.

Mr John Ruthertord of Jardington.

The Chairman referred to the death of NIr John Ruther-
ford of Jardington, who had been a member of the Society
since 1876. He was a man of remarkably varied interests,
embracing astronomy, meteorology, horology-he had con-
structed and engraved several ingenious clocks--anatomv,
geology, and electricity. He constructed the first telephone
in the district, anatomised the snail, and in a paper delivered
to this Society in r88o had revealed the true cause of salnion
disease. His papers to the Society included the follorving :-

The Electric Battery and Induction Coil ...... 5, i., 1877
The Telephone .... 2., xi., 1877
The Ingenuity of a Spider ... 3, i i i . , t8Z9
The Inst inct  of  the Wasp . . .  3,  i i i . ,  1879
Microscop ic  Notes  . . . . .3 ,  i i i . ,  r87g
Observatio.r. on the Salmon Disease .. ; ' ;, iv., rSbo

A wasp's Nest, and how she Built i t  .... l i :  l i : ;  l3i?
Atmospheric Electricity . 15, xii., r88z
Human Anatomy and Physiology 19, i i ., 1886
The Anatomy of Arion hortensi,s r, xi., 1889
An Equatorial Star-finder for Beginners ...... 4, v., 19o6
Notes on the late Transit of Mercury, &c. ... 7, i i ., rgo8

rvhile his Meteorological and Phenological Observations
appeared in our Transactions from rgor-r92r.

Mr Rutherford was Secretary of the Society from
October, 1882, to October, 1884. His record was a remark-
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able one for a self-educated man, and he desired that the
Society should record its appreciation of Mr Rutherford,s
work.

A Mote'Like Structure on Chapel Hiil.

By I\In R. C. Rnro.

The Inventory of Ancient Monuments for Dumfriesshire
records a mote on Coats Hill, No. 395, at an elevation of
some 6oo feet. It lies directly across the valley facing old
Auchencas Castle.

A little further up the valley on the crown of the same
ridge and directly above a quarry on the east side of the
Abington road, looking right across at Sir William Younger's
residence of Auchen castle, l ies another structure that has
many resemblances to a Mote. Its elevation must be ab<lut
8oo feet, and it lies close to the apex of a triangular planta-
tion rvhich runs up from the marn road to the crown of the
ridge. If it has ever been a Mote, there can never have been
a base court. The summit, which nreasures r8o feet north
by south and r zo east by west, slopes downward torvards
the north-east. In the centre of the summit there has been
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Trifoliutn mediunt., Linn., Scaur.

Alchemilla conjuncta, Bab., Cample Cleuch. (Record r9r9.)

Saxifraga granulata, Linn., Capenoch ; Closeburn Castle.

Sanicula europaea, Linn., Scaur.

Sherordia araensi,s, Linn., Capenoch.

Tanacetum aulgare, Linn., Stepends ; Gateside.

Artemisia zsulgaris, Linn., Trigony

Senecio aquaticus, Huds., Hallscaur.

Carli,na aulgaris, Linn., Glenwhargen ; Craigturra; Dal-

peddar.

Cardu.us eriophorus, Linn., Closeburn. (Record r9r8.)

Centaurea Cyanus, Linn., Capenoch.

Ilieraciurn aurantiacu,nx, Linn., Capenoch ; Craigdarroch.

Hieracium sabau'duna, Sm., Capenoch.

Vaccinium Vitis-Idaa, Linn., Glenleith F'ell.

Lysimachia Nummularia,. Linn., Morton Loch ; Penfillan ;

Capenoch

Vinca minor, Linn., Jarbruck.
Lycopus europeus, Linn., Drumlanrig Woods.

Origanunt. z,ulgare, Linn, Capenoch.

Lamiunr. maculatum, Linn., Dabton Woods.

Poly gortttm amphibium, Linn, Maxu'elton Loch.

Euphorbia amStgdaloides, Linn., Shinnelwood ; Drumlanrig

Woods.

Urt ica urens, Linn., Thornhi l l  Smithy.

.Parietaria offtcinalis, Linn., Newabbey.

Salix alba, Linn., Scaur.

Sparganiutn tarnosu'm, Huds., Druidhall.

Spar gttnium. minimum, Flr., Capenoch.

.Li,stera cordata R. Br., Blackchubb.

Habenaria z:iriili 's, R. Br., Capenoch.

Paris quadrif olia, Linn., Auchenbainzie, Drumlanrig Woods.

PoIy gonatum multiflorum AlI, Thornhill.

Alli.um. oleraceum, Shawsholm ;'l 'rigony Wood.

Scirpus pauciflorus, Light f., Queensberry.
Carex pal lescens, Linn., Blackstone.

Carex pendula, Linn., Thornhi l l .
' 

Carex aesi.caria, Linn., Capenoch.
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XI illium eft'ustttt, Linn., I'hornhill.
Aira cespitosa, Linn. , Barr (Tynron).
Festuca uiaipara, S-., Correifron. (Record ry24.)
Poa nemoralis, L,inn., Capenoch.
Lycopodium claaatum, Linn, Capenoch ; Dalgonar.
Lycopodiam Selago, Linn., Capenoch.
A spleniunt A diantum-nigrum, Linn., Craigturra.
Ceterach officinarum, Desv., Speddoch.
Scolopendrium aulgare, Symons., ,Sweetbit I Closeburn ;

Speddoch.
Osmunda regalis, Linn., Lincluden.

Ophioglossum z,ulgatu,nt., Linn., Thornhill ; Berryhole ; Burn.
Ilotrych,i,um Lunuria, Sw., Dunreggan; Capenoch; Scaur.

Notes on the Family of M'Caskie.

By NonMnN J.  M'CesKrE, M.A.,  M.D.Camb.

A family, named M'Caskie, was settled in Dumfries fronr
the end of the seventeenth until the beginning of the trventieth
century.

' The name is a variant of MacAskell,l which is a compound
of the Celtic patronymic prefix with the -Scandinavian, Askell,
a contraction of Asketil, the cauldron of the' Ases, divine
descendants of Odin, dwell ing in the mythological Asgard. It
is one of the many Scottish names of Norse origin, and is
evidence of the influence which Norway had on the formation
of our people. A name of almost the same derivation is
MacCorquodale, Thorketi l, Thor's cauldron.

Whether the name had a merelv metaphorical meaning,
" a vessel of holiness," " a holy sacrif ice," or whether its
possessor actually held a priestly office, as keeper of the
sacrificial cauldron, which was an essential in the ceremonies

L Etgrnol,ogical Dictionarg of th,e Gaeli,c Language, Alexancler
MacBain; The Romance of Names, Ernest Weekley, John Murray,
1914; Surnames, Ernest Weekley, 1916; The Norse Infl,u,ence on Cel,ti,o
Scotland,, George Henderson, 1910; The Scotti,sh Mocs, Rev. J. B.

Johnston, 1922; Irish Nam,es anil Surnames, Rev. P. Woulfe, 1922.
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of the Scandinavian ritual, I do not know, but in any case

the name connotes some connexion with the pagan mysteries

of the old Norse religion, and preserves a tradition, however

faint and remote, which is long antecedent to the advent of

Christianity into Northern Europe.

Another derivation of the name, which was mentioned in

the Weehly Scotsman of. April 3rd, r915, has been suggested

in a recent letter to me by VIr W. M'C. Wallace - that

MacCaskie is a phonetic rendering of MacGaisgeadhigh (the

son of the champion or hero); and he also believes that Mac-

Caskie and MacCaskill are distinct names. This seems im-

probable to .me, as there is no hint of this spelling in the

earliest extant form of the name, and in early documents

MacCaskie and MacCaskill are used indifferently. The Rev.

J. B. Johnston and the Rev. P. Woulfe, whom I consulted,

both agree with my opinion. Mr Johnston wrote that it is

true that MacCaskie is a f.air phonetic rendering of

MacGaisgeach, a warrior, anC that " some Ir ish MacCaskies

,nay come from it, but that the identity of NfacCaskie and

MacCaski l l  is practical ly certain. " Father Woulfe wrote

that , '  MacCaskie is a very rare name in Ireland. Ascaid,

which is pronounced '  oskie, '  is no doubt a '  pet '  form of

Askell, and so MacCaskie and Maccaskell are practically the

same name. It was a Case where the two surnames were

synonymous and interchangeable. 
"

Askellz is a not uncommon name in the Sagas from the

tenth to the thirteenth century. An Askell, son of olmod,

and father of Aslak, l ived in the days of Olaf Trygvaeson'

rooo A.D. His family were strong opponents to the intro-

duction of Christ ianity, and may have chosen a pagan name

for this reason, but any original pagan signif icance was lost

later, as the name is borne by a Christ ian bishop of Stavanger

in the thirteenth centurY.

Askel l ,  son of Torqui l ,  rvas the last king of Dublin, when

it was captured by the Anglo-Normans in September, r r7o.

He and a number of his follorvers escaped in their ships to

2TheSagaLibrary ,Wi l l iamMorr is ,BernardQuar i tch, l89S.
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NIan and the Islands. Giraldus Cambrensisr relates that
" about Pentecost (M"y r6th, tryr) Askel l ,  formerly prince of

the men of Dublin, landed, with Norwegians and Islanders,

in 6o ships warl ike men clothed round with iron

after the Danish custom, some with long coats of mail ,  some

with iron plates ski l ful ly sewn together :  also with round red

shields strengthened in circles rvith iron; men of iron minds

as lvell as iron arms. " The attempt to recover the kingdom

fai led, and Askel l  was taken prisoner and beheaded in his

own hal l .a There is a coin of Asci l  N{acTorqui l  shown in

Lindsay's Coinage of lreland, publ ished in Cork in I839.

Whether this Askel l ,  or some other Scandinavian invader,

w-ho " made a name for himself , 
" was the ancestor of the

farni l ies bearing his name, can never be known, but, less than

a century after the fal l  of Dublin, the patronymic is found in

the records of the Isle of Man.

In  r2SZ M^gnus,s  the las t  k ing o f  N{an and the Is lands,

granted a charter to the Bishop of N{an and the Isles, and

among the lvi tnesses is Fogalis M'Hascatt ' .  The charter is

in Latin, writ ten with many contractions, and the last syl lable

of the name, -el l  or - i l l ,  is represented by an apostrophe. This

entry is interesting, as i t  preserves the ful l  form of the Norse

Asketi l ,  before the transit ion to the later Askel l .

In the middle of the fourteenth century the name appears

in the Isle of Skye. I t  may be that there is no relat ion be-

tween the famil ies of Man and of Skye, but i t  is interesting,

in view of a traditiono that the Macleods of Skye are

descended from a kinsman of Magnus, the last king of Man,

that a family, a member of which is a witness to a charter

granted by this Magnus, should appear in the next century

in associat ion with the Macleods. I t  must be stated, how-

3 Erpugnatio Hibernrco, Vol. f.
4 Annals of akter: Annals of the Fou,r Masters.
5 Monumenta d,e Insu,la Mannia, Vol. II., J. R. Oliver, M.D.,

Douglas, 1861.
6 Ei;torA of the MacLeoils, Alexantler Maekenzie, 1889; The

MacLeoils, the Rev. R. C. I\{acl-.ieod, 1906; The Clans, Septs, anil
Regi,ments of the Scottish Eighland,s, Frank Adam, 1908.

8:i
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ever, that this descent of the Macl-eod chiefs is regarded by

modern authorities as more than doubtful, and I do not think

that it can be relied on as evidence of the common origin of

the two families of MacAskill.

In the teign of Edward II . ,  a bearer of the name rose

to prominence during the wars between England and Scot-

land. Norway had ceded the Isle of Man to Scotlandin r266,

and i t  remained under Scott ish rule unti l  i ts cession in rzgo

to Edward I.

In r3rr Edward II .  issued a writ ,7 in which he enjoined

his sheriffs, bailiffs, and faithful subjects in the counties of

Chester, Lancaster, Cumberland, and Westmoreland to afford

assistance to the seneschal of Man, " our beloved and faith-

ful " Gilbert Makasky, against Robert Bruce, who was

planning an attack on the island.

Dated from Berwick on Tweed, Dec. lsth'  r3rr.

On the next day, December r6th, a writ  was issued by

Edward II. from Berwick to Gilbert MacAskel, respecting

the arrest of malefactors or enemies of the Isle of Man.

In 13rz a writ  was issued by the King to Gilbert Makas-

kill, " Keeper of his land of Man," respecting the delivery of

money.

Easter Term, r3r6. Exchequer Memoranda. Cumber'

land.

Having audited the compotus of Gilbert Makasky' con-

stable of the castle and keeper of the Isle of Man, from rSth

February t i l l  rst Muy, 4th yeat, under the King's writ ,

signed with " the seal he uses for Scotland," on which latter

day the King gave the island, rvith lordship and regality, to

llenry de Beaumont for life, to be held for the same services

as the old lords did to the King of Scotland, and ordered

Gilbert to be exonerated from all issues from that date-he

owes d6+t t4s z$d.

Dec. 4th, r3r8. Close Rolls. York.

The King commands the Treasurer and chamberlain to

pay Gilbert Makaskel, late seneschal of the Isle of l \{an, 35o

7 Muni,rnenta ile Insula Manni'u,
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marks, which he had advanced to the King's late receiver

of Carlisle out of his own funds for munitions against the

Scots, as the receiver's executors refuse to give up the

counterpart of the indenture : as also a balance of {5oo due

him by the King for expenses occurred in service against the

rebels in the Isle of Man and elsewhere.

March z4th, r3r9. Exchequer Memoranda. York.

Writ in favour of Gilbert Makaslcy, who, while constable

and keeper of the castle and Isle of NIan, between 8th Feb.

and rs t  May,  r3ro- r r ,  had expended var ious sums in  the

King's service on John of Argyll and others, under various

royal mandates which he has lost in Scotland by the attacks

of the enemy, allowing him in consideration of his own good

services in Man and on the Scott ish Marches, the sum of

d:o8 r7s 6$d received and so expended z4th March.

Easter, r3r9. Exchequer Memoranda.

As Gilbert Makasky, late Warden of Man, seeks allow-

ance in his compotus for certain men-at-arms at zs and foot

3d per diem, and the barons are averse to allow the same in

the Treasurer's absence, who is at the Parl iament at York,

being above the usual rate of rzd for men-at-arms and zd

for foot, they adjourned the accounting to the quinzaine of

Trinity. Before which day Gilbert died.

No further mention of the matter oocurs in the records,

and, as Edward II .  was soon involved in troubles of his own,

it  may be presumed that the money was never paid. The loss

of such a large sum for those days nrust have beggared

Gilbert 's estate, and i f  he had chi ldren plunged them into ruin.

After his death the possession of the Isle of Man was in dis-

pute between England and Scotland, and it was subjected to

a miserable period of raids and warfare until the defeat of

Dav id  I I .  a t  Nev i l le 's  Cross in  r346.

I can find no further reference to the name in Man until

the entry of a John M'Caskells as tenant of the Stanleys in

r 5 r 5 in their Manorial Roll .

From these extracts it is seen that the name is spelt

8 Manori,al RolI of the Isle of Man, Rev. T. Talbot, 1924.
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indifferently as Makasky, MacAskel, \{akaskill or Makaskel,

and that the forms are interchangeable. There are a great

many minor variat ions in the spel l ing, but as a rule i t  appears

as lVlacAski l l  or MacCaski l l  in the North, and as MacAskie

or MacCaskie, or without the prefix as Caskie, in the South

ancl in Ireland. The following extracts from the Post Office

Directory of Edinburgh show the confusion which arose in

more modern 1ims5 ;-

r8r  r -Mrs Genera l  M'Caskel l .

r833-M'Caskie and Anderson.

M'Caski l l ,  Thomas (of M'Caski l l  and Anderson).

Mrs Genera l  M'Cask i l l .

r834-M'Caskie and Anderson.

M'Caskie, Thomas'(of NI 'Caskie and Anderson).

Mrs General M'Caskie.

The MacAski l ls are a sept of the Macleods, and, accord-

ing to tradit ions col lected by Bannatyne Macleod of Glendale

(b. r79o, d. 1856), were their l ieutenants in early t imes. I  do

not know from what sources these traditions were collected.

Canon R. C. Macleod kindly allowed me to see a copy of the

manuscript,  part of which was used in a lecture del ivered

before the Gaelic Society of Inverness by Alexander Macken-

zie and published in The scottish Highlander, November

r rth and December znd, 1897 (Inverness). I t  is stated that

the MacCaskills were for several generations the Lieutenants

of the Chief both by sea and land, and held large possessions

under the Macleods as Commanders of the galleys, or bir-

l inns, and one of them always accompanied the chief as his

henchman.

Wil l iam MacCaski l l  repulsed a raid of the Frasers in the

days of Malcolm,e third chief of Macleod, b'  circa r296, suc-

ceeded r32o, died circa r37o. The story is related as follows

by Bannatyne N{acleod :-
,, Soon after Malcolm had carried off the wife of Fraser

of Glenelg, the clan Fraser resolved on vengeance, and, to

effect this, a large force was collected in Glenelg, which,

having committed every outrage on the l\{acleods of that

9 Eistorg of the MacLeods, Alexantler Mackenzie, 1889'
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Barony, proceeded to Skye. Here they met with no resist-

ance until they reached the water of Drynoch, where the

Macleods had hastily collected a body of men under Iain

Reier, a bastard brother of Malcolm, who, with most other

persons of note amongst the Macleods, was slain and the

remainder put to flight. Malcolm himself was at Pabbay in

Harris, rvhither a swift galley was despatched with the sad

tidings. He immediately collected all the forces he could,

and, landing in Trotternish, was joined by several others of

his vassals. The Frasers in the meantime had laid waste

Minginish and Bracadale, carrying off the cattle and spoil of

the vanquished. A foster brother of Malcolm, and the first

of the name who is mentioned, a William i\IacCaskill, who

had been left seneschal of Dunvegan, collected a select body
of men, among them his six younger brothers, and resolved

to recover the spoil of the Macleods from the Frasers or

perish in the attempt. They took up their position in a woodr

above Broadford, on the direct road through which the

Frasers had to pass. The Frasers, completely off their guard,

were suddenly attacked and their leader slain. T'his threw

them into inextricable confusion : the greater part of them

were slain and the whole of the booty was recovered by Mac-

Caski l l ,  who was joined by the chief as the f ight f inished. "

The next reference in the manuscript is to a raid in the

days of lVi l l iam, 5th chief of Macleod, b. circa 1365, suc-

ceeded 1392, d. circa r4o2, when the N{acdonalds, under

Alister, brother of the Lord of the Isles, and ancester of the

I\,'Iacdonalds of Keppoch, invaded Skye and landed at

Eynort. William collected his clan and met the invaders at

the head of Loch Sligachan. Here a fierce and bl,oody en-

counter ensued, which ended in the rout and total defeat of

the Macdonalds, with the loss of their leader. Few of them

escaped alive, their galleys having been captured by Mac-

Caski l l ,  who put every soul on board to death, and carr ied

their heads to Dunvegan, rvhere they were numbered and

delivered to the chief 's warder.

There are trvo references to the MacAskills in A. W.

\fackenzie's History of the MacLeod..s (Inverness, r889). The
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first states that Neil Macleod, 4th of Gesto, the earliest cadet

branch of the Macleods of Harris, married the daughter of

the chief of the MacCaskells (no date is given) : the second

gives an account of the murder of Maccaskill of Ebost by

his brother- in-law, John Macleod, 6th of Gesto, who was

saved from the vengeance of the MacCaskills of Rhundunan

by his wife's father. The story is given in ful l  in Alexander

cameron's History and Trad.i t ions of the Isle of skye

( Inverness,  r87r ) .

Canon Macleod tells me that the earliest rent roll at

Dunvegan, dated t664, gives the names of ten Maccaskills

who were tacksmen on the skye estates of vlacleod in that

year. Their names are Kenneth, Dan, Peter, Finlay, Peter '

Kaski l l ,  Al lan, on farms in Minginish; Peter on a farm in

Bracadale; Murdo on a farm in Glendale; Neil  on a farm

in waternish. The rents vary from dztz r6s od (scots)

to d36 os od (Scots).-Mr 

John Mackenzie, factor to Macleod of Macleod,

informed me " that, according to the family tradition,

there were two branches of the MacAskills-the family of

Rhue-n-dunan known as clan-vic-Donnil-Dubh and the

family of Talisker known as clann-vic-Ailein (sons of Allan).

The Rhue family continued in possession of their lands until

tg46, when they emigrated to l\erv zealand. of this fanrily

c a m e J o h n M a c C a s k i l l , e n s i g n i n t h e r e g i m e n t r a i s e d b y

Macleod for the Government in 1745. The Talisker family

was removed to Glendale at the beginning of the seven-

teenth century by Sir Rory Mor to make room for his son,

another sir Roderick, whose desccndants rvere afterwards

known as Macleods of Tal isker. The MacAski l ls never

p r o s p e r e d i n G l e n d a l e , a n d a s a n a u t h e n t i c f a m i l y a r e

extinct. 
"

At the present t ime there are several famil ies of the

name in SkYe.
,Ihere is a town, named M.Caski l l ,  in South Carol ina,

which no doubt was founded by emigrants from the western

Islands, and an island in the Pacif ic bears the name'

T h e f i r s t a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e n a m e i n t h e s o u t h . w e s t o f
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Scotl :rncl is in Dumbarton in t494. In I .he t lccounts of the
Lord High T'reasurer of Scotkmd, Vol. I . ,  p. 245, Thome
lI ' l {asl<y is nrentioned:ts receiving pay, in a section headed:
' I ' l t i r  

ur t l tc cxperrrr,  ,rroid opone the byggan of the Kyngis
( /ar r rcs  IV. )  row burge byggyte in  Dwtber tane, '  He rece ived
pa,v rrt the ratc t-rf iiis (Scots) a d:ry, and the r,vork of
l lui lding the " barge " lzrsted frtrnr Septenrber unti l  the fol-
lou'ing Nlarch.

' I 'he 
name appears next, in r59r, at Lesmahagow, where

Thomas M'Casky, notary publ ic, subscribes a bond of caution

for Al lane and lohnne Jaksoun, rvho bind thenrselves in
'1oo mcrks each that Thornas Hamnri l toun and others of

lii :::':T-j'i:"h*Tf ';::"'i:"nii.:"';n', ",T::
gister of the Priry Courci l  of Scotluntl .  \ , 'ol .  I \ ' . ,  page Zro).

In thc rTth Century the narle wers fair ly rvidespread in
the sonth-rvest of Scotland, and lhe f irst record is found

in the Lanark 
' I 'estanrents, 

rvhere the u' i l l  of Adarnr M'Caskie,
" messenger in Abbey Grein within the parochin of Lesma-

lragow, " who died in t625, is entered. He nray have been
the son of Thontas M'Casky, the notary, but there are no
registers of Lesmahagow of this date to prove the relation.
T'he will is rvorth quoting, if not for the spelling, for the

careful inventory of his effects :
" In the f irst the said umquhile Adam MacKaskie had

the gr,r idis, geir,  sownles of money of the avai l l is and prvces

cft ir  fol lou' ing perteining to him the tyme of his deceis foir-

szrid viz. :  ane gray naige pryce thairof drj  6s 8d. I tem
trv:r c:r l f i t  ky pryce of the peice ourheid dr". Inde {24.
Itenr ane quey of thrie yeir auld pryce d8. I tem the sawing

of half f  ane bol l  beir est imat to tu'o bol l is beir pryce of the

b<-rl l  rr , i th the fodder A6 inde {rz. I tem in u'tencei l l is and

dorrr icei l l is with the abuilzementis of his bodie estimat to dz6
r. is 4cl.  Sumnra of thc Inventar {8+. Na debtis awin Lo
thc cleid. " He hacl tu.'o solls. one of rvhont died in
Lesnrahagorv  in  163r .

The National League and Covenant of r638 is signed by

Jon ]I 'Cosl<ie in the " toune of monegoffe " (N{innigaff in
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Galloway), and by Jon ar11d Robert N[ 'Cgskrie iu " bztrdr<-rch-

woodr" " with gur hands at the pen led be the not:trs under-

written at Or comntands becaus tl,e ca.not rvryt or sclffs, " rvhich

probably accounts for the strange spel l ing of their uames.10

A Janet MacKaskie u'as nrarr ied to John \\rhyte, nler-

chant  in  Edinburgh,  in  164z. r I  In  r65o l 'a t r ick  l l 'C: rsk ie  he ld

kirklands at Monygzrffe.12

1688, Jan. r l th. Inhi l l i t iol  tr t  thc ipstapcc gf plrtr ick

M'Caskie, merchant iu fil:rsgon', ag:rinst Alextrncler Agnerv

of cladehouse, for nol-paylrent of /-. rooo (Sc:ots, I trtrst)

abstracted by the said Alexander frotn complitiner u'hile sta,v-

ing at the said Alexander's house as a conl lnon inn'15

1688. Death of pattr ick N['c:rsl i ie, l r lerchztut, Glasgorv

(Ki lmarnock).

1685. 
' fhe pro<-rf of the u' i l l  of Andreu' Nl 'c:tskie, clerk

of Ki lmarnock, who died in 1685, at the cncl of which the

commissarV st:rtes ,r.Cint:t ly '  --  i '  g[ sic dcbita exccdunt

bona.,,  His r.vi fe, Sara Reicl,  is tneutioned, but there is t l<-r

trace of the fanrily in the registers <lf Kilmarnocli, ancl the

only other connection rvith the torvn is :r sasine of l:rnd t<-r

M'Caskie, apothecary, in the Ayr sasines'

A family of caskie, clescendants of lvhich lrre tto\v itt

virginia, rvas sett lecl in Stewarton during thc rTth century.

These scattered references are not engughto enit[ le oue

to trace the descent of thc ft tnl i ly, and i t  is n6t u6ti l  a branch

sett led in Dumfries at the end of the ITth century that a nlore

or less connected pedigrce can be constructed. I)uring tlte

r8th century they were merchants and traders, and rose to

no posit ion of importance in the town. In'most cases they

left no rvi l ls, possessed no landecl property, and engaged in

no l i t igation, so that there is l i t t le beyond the evidence of the

registers of Births, Nlarr iages, ald Deaths, 
.and 

these are

sometimes incomplete, to shou, the relationship betrveen the

various members of the familY'

\0Tramsact ionsof theDumfr iess l t , i , reat ldGal lo t t las lNatura lHis-
torgani l ,Ant i 'quar i ,anSoci ,e f i1 ,1913-14 'Th i rc lSer ies ,Vol . I I . ,p .Z56.7.

\t Ed,i'nbwrgh Regi,ster of Marriages'

rz M.Kerlie's Eistorg of Land's anil' thei,r owners i'n Gallowall'

7s Wt,gtown Inhibitions, 1688, February 28th'
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'I'he 
first 'rention of the fa'rily in l)unrfries is the

nti trr ierge of Al lzrn NI'Caskie to Nlargerret Kirkpertr icl i  in r699.
Ifc * 'as admitted burgess in 17rz, and the entry in the I 'orvn
counci l  r \ I inutes is a rvonderful example of tautological ex-
pression :-

" 'I'he 
said day 

'I'honras 
Glcndi''i 'g baxterl4 a'd Allan

^\I'casky Tobacco Spinner were admitted ancl received
Ilurgesses and freemen of this tsurgh rvith liberty to them to
use exerce and cnjoy thc hai l l  inrrnunir ies privi ledges l ibert ies-
and freedoms other burgcsses or frecnren of thc same does
calr or nray enjoy $'ho being pcrsonally present accepted the
sa.nre in and ulxrll thenr and gave their oaths of burgessship
in conrmon fonn and the said 

'I'honras 
is to pay to John

Gilhagy thesr fourty 1ruund Scots of composit ion zrnd the sd
Alarn fifty nrerks for u'hich hc is to be chargecl for at compting
for his intromissions. "

N{r G. w- shir ley thinks that this entry irnpl ies thc f irst
: | P p e a r a n c c o f t h e f i r r r r i l y i n l ) u r l r f r i e s f o r t h e s e � � � � � � � � �

(r) 1'hc large sum paid : sons and sons-i ' - larv only paid a
small  conrposit ion; (z) the ful lness of the entrv; (:)  as i t  was
i l legal for anyonc except a burgess to tracle as a l l rerchztnt, i t
u'ould appear fronr the reference to intronrissions that this
burgessship corrected an illegality.

1'he last nrale representative of the famiry in Du'fr ies
n'as Robert X{'Caskie, who died at the age of 8z in r9oz. He
rvas the son of Robert M'Caskie, b. tZ8S, d. 1827, and Mary
' I 'u rner ,  

b .  t7gr ,  d .  1868.

My orvn branch of the family, descended from Thomas
II 'Caskie, b. r785, left  Dumfries over a hundrecl years ago,
:.rnd to-day is settled in England and in America. The

14 letter by John Maxwell of Terraughty and Munehes,
l7?0-1814. " rn 7725 potatoes were first introduced into ilre
stclvartry. During these times when potatoes were not generally
raised. in the country there rvas, for the most part, a great scarcity
'f food. At that pc'riod there lvas only one bnker in Dumfries,
and lre made bawbee baps of coarse flour, chiefly bran, which he
.r'r'asionally cari'iecl in creels to the Fairs of urr and r{irkpatrick ,,
(,Boo]; of Caet'Iaaerock, by Sir William Fraser, yI., p. S7T). Was
ti lerrdiuuing this " one baker?,,
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descendants of his brother, Ebetlezer i \ l 'Caskie , have changed

the spelling of their nanle to Nlzrczrsl<ic, etnd ar1; l1o\\: in Eng-

land. Another branch, clcscelded frot l l  Jolt l  NI 'Caskie,

b. circa rZZ2,left  I)untfr ics about the sal l le t i t l le, i tud is uolv

in Elgin. f 'he descelcl lnts gf Robert [ I 'Caskie, l ; .  r78$r

d. 1827, and Nlzrr,rr 1'urner, b. r79t, d. 1868, haye left  l )ut lr '

f r ies, and many of them etre in England.

A family spel l ing i ts nanre as NI'Askie, cxists 1o-dzry :rt

omagh, in the North of lreland. I  can learn nothing of their

history, except that they hzrve been settled in Ulster for zr

long t ime. 
' I 'he Rev. p. Woulfe tr leutions NI'Oskie

(obsolete), NlacAsli ie, N{acCaskie, Caskey, as 2I rare North

of Ireland surnanle, in his Ir ish Nantes uttt l  SurnLln1es' lnd he

also gives MacAski l l .

A branch of the Ir ish fzrnri ly err l igr:rtcd t9 Austral izr in

the rgth century frour Aruragh, atld spell their llall'l(j its

X{'Caskie, ernd others h:tve gone to r\ tr ler ica, u'here the l lat l lc

is also spelt M'CaskeY.

No arms were recorded ert the Lyon Oflice, nor at the

col lege of Heralds, by any family of Nlaccaski l l  or I I 'Caskie,

unt i l  Norman N, I 'Cask ie ,  NI .D.Edin . ,  obta ined a grant  in  r9o9

from the Lord Lyon. The arms-\r21i1, on et bend or three

crosses urdy gules : crest, a pegasus argent, couped zrt the

loins, crined and unguled or : nt'tto, " Spur s1 "-fii1ve n0

special meaning nor reference to the history of the fanrily.

Mr John N{ackenzie inforn:ed ure that the NlacCaski l ls

of Rhuendunan ahvays usccl as a crcst a dexter harnd holding

a dagger, rvi th the notto, " \ Iernu fort i .  "  ' l 'hc 
arurs were

orur"r- three bears' heads ctlupecl ztrgent. 
'l 'he \IacCaskills

bel ieved that their arrnts had been registerecl prior Lo t672, ' ' rr

which date a general registrzrt iot l  of al l  artns u' l ts ordered in

Scotland by Act of Parl i trment, but evidcncc cztt luot be found,

and there is no subsequent record'

This coat, but not this crest, is that gr:rtr tccl ot l ic i : t l ly t<-r

Forbes. The Nlackay colt is the setrne' rvith the addition of :r

gold chevron charged 'r,vith a roebuck's head betrveen trvo

t.rrd. grasping daggers, and their crest is a hand holding a

dagger, u'ith the motto, " Manu forti' "
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fhis crest and motto

the Hal l  o f  Gray 's  Inn,  o f
' freasurer 
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are placed above a blank shield in

which Stuzr r t  N lacas l< ie ,  K.C. ,  was

Iirom this account i t  is seen that our name f irst appears

in thc rniddle of the thirteentl ' r  century, 7oo years ago, that

i t  is of Norse origin, and that farni l ies bearing thc name were

sett led in the Isle of VIan, in the Western Islands, in South-
\Vest Scotland, and in Ireland. T'here is no documentary
proof, and nothing beyond the conrmon name, to connect

them, but there is nothing inherently irnprobable in their

being of one stock and descended fronr one ancestor.

I  lvish to express my thanks and my sense of indebted-

ness for the help which I have received in the compilation

of these notes to Canon R. C. fuIacleod of Nlacleod, the Rev.

J. B. Johnston, the Rev. P. Woulfe, Vlr G. W. Shir ley, Mr

John N'lackenzie, Mr W. M'C. Wallace, NIr J. A. Caskie of

V i rg in ia ,  U. ,S.A.  ;  and to  var ious members o f  my fami ly .

Extracts lrom the Parochial Registers of Dumfries, now in
the Register House in Edinburgh, with Extracts from
Other Qegisters.

Beprrsus.
rZoo. December Sth.-John, oldest lau'ful l  son to Al lan

\,I 'Caskie, tobacco-spinner, and Nlargaret Kirkpatr ick

his spouse.

1726. . [uly r4th.-*Stephen, Iawful son to James N'I 'Caskie,

merchant :  rvi tnesses, Robert Snrith and Robert John-
ston, copper smiths.

1726.  Septembe;  111f i . -Agnes,  lau ' fu l  daughter  to  John
NI 'Cask ie ,  merchant ;  u ' i tnesses John Smi th  and James
1\{ 'Caskie, merchant.

t726. November zoth.-Jean, larvful daughter to James
M'Cask ic ,  nrerchant  :  rv i tness John M'Cask ie .

r72g.  NIay I8 th . -Janres,  la rv fu l  son to  John NI 'Casky.

r7r r . -X ' [ay  r7 t l1 . -Janet ,  lau ' fu l  daughter  to  John M'Cask ie ,

nrcrchant.

"' Mentioner\ in Mam'orial.s of St. trfiehael's, by Wm. M(I)owall,

1r:rgc 2!0: Adani & Clrarles Blael i ,  Et l inburgh, 1876,
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rZ3r. October r rth.-Jean, larvful daughter to James
t\I 'Caskie, marchant.

rZ32. October 8th.-Samuel, lawful son to Samuel M'Caskie,

rvorkman.

1733. December znd.-Henereta, larvful daughter to James
I' I 'Caskie, Chandler.

rZ3S.  August  z5th . -James,  lau ' fu l  son to  James M'Cask ie ,

merchant.

r736.  September  Iz1th . -Samuel ,  lau ' fu l  son to  Samuel

i \{ 'Caskie, rvorkman.

r238. February 5th.-Anne, lau'ful daughter to James

NI 'Cask ie ,  chandler .

r14o. IVIarch 3oth.-Robert,  lawful son to James M'Casl<ie,

chandler :  rvi tness John Nt[ 'Caskie, chandler.

rT4S.  NIay 5 th . -Ebenezer ,  lau ' fu l  son to  James M'Cask ie ,

tobacconist.

rTST.  Ju ly  z4th . -James,  lau ' fu l  son to  James N[ 'Cask ie ,

Iun ior ;  u ' i tnesses 
- lanres 

Clarke and J : t rnes V[ 'Cask ie .

r758.  C)c tober  znd. -Gcorg 'c ,  las ' f t r l  son to  
- f  

: tnres \ ' [ 'Cas l< ie ,

Jun ior ,  merchant .

t768.  August  r7 th . -Rober t  N[ 'Cask ie ,  ta l lou '  chandler  anr l

Euphame Eu'art a claughter \ ' Iary born.

(K i rkcudbr ight  Regis ter  o f  B i r ths . )

r768.  November  6 th . - Iohn and 
- [anres,  

t rv in  ch i ldren to

Rober t  M'Cask ie ,  merchant .

r776. November r7th.-George, lau'ful son to James

NI 'Cas l< ic ,  nrerchant ,  rv i tness I lober t  N[ 'Cask ie .

t7Zg.  Ju ly  4 th . -N ' Iary ,  lau ' fu l  c la t rghtcr  to  Jantes N[ 'Cas l< ie ,

chandler.

r78r .  N{ay t rd . -Agnes,  lau ' fu l  daughtcr  lo  lames N[ 'Cask ie ,

candlemaker.

r785. J.t ly 7th.-Robert,  lar,vful son to Robert N't 'Caskie,

hairdresser.

1782. January 7th.-Al lan, lawful son to James \ ' [ 'Casl<ie,

tal lou' chandler; rvi tness Robert N[ 'Caskie.

t8o7. January znd.-PeSSY, or Margaret, lawful daughter

to  A l lan N[ 'Cask ie ,  hat ter ,
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r8o9. December znd.-Allan M'Caskie, Hatter, Grass
i\'Iarket, and Isobella Hogg his spouse had a son born
:4th November last  named Al lan.

(St. Cuthbert's Register, Edinburgh.)

r8r8. April 4th.-Ebenezer NI'Caskie and Margaret Kirk a
son George born.

(Kirkcudbright Register of Births.)

r8o8. July z5th.-Isabella, to Robert Nl'Caskie and Vlary
Turner.

r8r5. January l3th.-N{ary, to Robert N{'Caskie and Mary
1'urner.

t8r7. January r9th.-James, to Robcrt NI'Caskie and Mary
Turner.

r8r9. May 7th.-Agnes, to Robert M'Caskie, Junior, and
I\,Iary Turner.

'Ihe 
Register of Baptisms is nearly complete.

JlxrRacts FRoM rrrn RBcrsrER or PnoclA[,rATIoNS AND
MaRRracns.

. 1699. I)ecember znd.-Allan M'Caskie, tobacco-spinner,
and N{argaret Kirkpatrick, both in this parish, gave up
their names to be proclaimed and consigned two dollars;
and after proclamation u'ere married upon the twentieth
doy of the same Nlonth. Witnesses, John Bro$'n,
tobacco-spinner, and John iVI'Cartney, rvright.

tT24. September 2qth.-*James N'I 'Caskie and Agnes Larv-
son daughter to John Las'son, nrerchant.

1725. August r8th.- tJohn N[ 'Caskie,  merchant,  and Agnes
Neilson, relict of John Loch, merchant.

1229. March z8th.-Samuel N[ 'Caskie,  u 'orkman, and Janet
Kirkpatrick.

* Town Council Minutcs, Itay 20th, 1723-John ancl Jas.
-\l 'Askie, sons to Alein M'Casl<ie, admitted btrrgesses.

t Dietl Deeember 4th, 1837, agecl 73. tr[emorials of St, Michael's,
page 91/ ,
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rZ52. September r4th (nerv style). -  Walter Turnbulln

mason, to Agnes M'Caskie, daughter to John M'Caskie,

merchant.

rT65.  October  6 th .  -  Rober t  NI 'Cask ie ,  son to  fames

N,[ 'Caskie, nrerchant in this pl i tce, to Euphcmia Eu'art,

daughter to John Ervart,  joiner, in I{ irkcudbright.

ry67. January rst.-John NI'Cartney, tai lor, to Jannet
NI 'Cask ie ,  daughter  o f  the deceased John \ I 'Cask ie ,  both

in this place.

1284. December r rth.-*Robert M'Caskie, barbcr, ancl

Isabel Copland from the parish of Urr.

rZ8Z. November z4th.-Robert N'I 'Caskie, Tal low chandler,

and Janet Donaldson, daughter of the deceased Joseph
Donaldson.

r8or. August gth.-George M'Caskie and Elizabeth Bail i f f .

r8o4. Apri l  zgth.-Robert M'Caskie and Jean Carruthers.

r8o5. January 9th. - Thomas N{'Caskie and Margaret

Garron were judicial ly nrarr ied. (Annan Marriagc

Register.)

r8rz .  N larch 7th . -Sergeant  John \ facCasl< ie  o f  6 th  R. \ - .8 .

and Margaret Davie Robertson of Fort George u'erc lhis

clay regularly 6211-ried at Fort George. (Register of the

Par ish o f  Arders ier .  Countv  o f  Inverness. )

ExrRecrs FRoM THE REGISTER oF Buntr l ,s.

N.B.-There are no entr ies from rTgr to r8o7.

rZ29. NIay 3rd.-James, son to James M'Casl<ie, t lerchant.

rZ39 November  6 th . -Stephen,  son to  
- f  

: rn tcs  \ [ 'C)as l< ic ,

merchant.

1734.  January  zrs t . -A l lan M'Cask ie ,  tobacconis t .

rtrO;^LOri l  I4th.-Samuel, son to Sanruel VI 'Casl<ic, \ \ 'or l<-

r231. August z5th.-James, son to John Nt'Caslt ic, n"ler-

chant.

1744. March zoth.-Margaret Kirkpatr ick, rel ict of Al lan

M'Caskie, deceased.

rTS8 .November  r s t . -Geo rge  M 'Cas l< ie '  son  t o  James

\ I 'Cask ie ,  merchant .
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rZ65.  August  rs t . -Agnes Nt 'Cask ie '  spouse to  Wzr l ter

Turnbull ,  merchant.

r75g.  August  z3rd.  -  John I I 'Cask ic ,  son to  Rober t

\ [ 'Cask ie ,  nrerchant .

t769.  Novernber  zSth. -Nlark ln  l [ 'C-as l< ic ,  t la t te lh ter  to

I{obert N'[ 'C:rskie. t t terchant.

rTZS.  I )ecembcr  znd. -Jar les  NI 'Cask ie ,  Senior ,

r7TZ. l iebruary 4th.-: \gncs LAu'son, rel ict

N,I 'Casl<ie, Senior.

r278.  February  r5 th . -Jannet  NI 'Cask ic '  spot lsc  to  John

\ [ 'Car tney,  Tay lor .

rZgZ. July 3oth.-Euphcmia En'art,  sPousc to Robcrt

M'Cask ie .

r8o4. \{ay 4th.-Janet l)onaldson, u' i fe of Robert N{'Caskie,

tal lor,v chandler. (Nfemorials of St. N'{ ichael 's '  p. 78.)

r8o9.  January  z6th . -James NI 'Cask ie ,  aged 74 '

r8r5.  NIay 4 th . -James NI 'Cask ie ,  aged 2 years .

r8r8.  Ju ly  3oth. -Rober t  N{ 'Cask ie ,  agec l  8o ycars .

r8rg.  \ tay  6 th . -James $ 'Cask ie ,  aged 6 months.

r8 : r .  N larch r5 th . -Rober t  NI 'Cask ie ,  aged 42 years .

r9zz.  February  ro th . -Char lo t te  \ I 'Cask ie ,  aged 73 years .

r838.  Ju lv  r9 th . -Thomas NI 'Cask ie ,  aet  :  53.  (Regis ter  o f

f )eaths,  St .  Cuthber t 's ,  Ed inburgh. )

r839.  Ebenezer  N{ 'Cask ie ,  a1e 47.  (Regis ter  o f  Deaths,  St .

Cuthber t 's ,  Ed inburgh. )

1855.  Novernber  rq th . -John N{ 'Cask ie ,  aged 78,  born in

Dumfriesshire, parish not known, parents'  names not

l<non,n, l-rusbancl of Nlargaret Robertson. (Register of

Forres,  Cot tn tY of  E lg in . )

19th February, 1926.

Chairnran-N{r RonRnr N[,rxu'Rt,t . .

Old=Time L i ie .

By Mr Nlcu. MRctvtI l . lnN, The Knott 'e, Kirkconnel.

fl'hc author, \\'ho lt,as 8z years of age and rvell knotvn

conlr ibutor on agricultural subjects to the local papers,

9 7

nrcrchant .

o f  | : t t r tcs
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spoke on customs and habits in his early days in Kilmacolm 
among the farming community : education, courting, Sunday 
observance, kirk patronage, gypsies, health superstitions, the 
vernacular. Full report Courier and Herald, 20th February, 
1926.1 

Regime of Dumfries Rainfall. 

By Captain J. D. BALLANTYNE. 

The subject of the weather in all its bewildering variety 
of moods is of perennial interest to dwellers in these favoured 
isles. Hence I shall not need to offer any apologies for 
introducing such a topic, especially as no one can really say 
that my subject is a dry one in this locale. The  object of 
inquiry is to discover if there are any well marked phases 
in the local rainfall which may help us towards the fulfilment 
of one of our greatest desires-the true forecasting of our 
seasons’ weather. This may have been possible to-day had 
our forebears left u s  reliable records of our Island weather 
for the few thousands of years in which rain has fallen upon 
humanity in our-land. The  very short period of which we 
possess reliable records will give us, when carefully investi- 
gated, amazing results. 

In our Locale the records of Cargen date back many 
years beyond that of any other station, and through the 
courtesy of Colonel R. F. Dudgeon, who has given us the 
yearly totals for sixty-six years, we are enabled to commence 
work. First let me introduce you to the actual number of 
hundreths of inches of rain which have fallen year by year 
in the gardens of Cargen since 1860 A.D. Here it is : 

1st 2nd 
60’s 70’s 80’s 90’s Decade Decade 20’s 

0 4427 3997 3077 3953 5447 5621 5212 
1 4425 4454 4451 4766 4244 4986 4917 
2 4749 6350 4443 3945 3721 5437 4042 
3 4060 4354 4466 3755 6086 4738 5855 
4 4012 5106 4385 4943 3891 4671 4880 
5 4119 4314 4093 3870 3469 4565 4703 
6 5017 4822 4331 3882 4542 5145 
7 3108 6142 3206 4948 4929 4314 
8 5435 3435 3576 4912 4666 5175 
9 5040 3672 3707 4923 5265 3645 
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At first glance the variety of the numbers gives u s  a 
feeling of hopelessness, but a second and more careful ex- 
amination will show us  that there are distinct limits. In 
short, 3077 is our lbwest number and 6350 is our highest 
over a period of sixty-six years. \Ve can hardly expect 
that in this limited period, although it covers practically the 
lifetime of a human being, we have our highest o r  lowest 
possible figures; but still one could say with some confidence 
that in this neighbourhood our rainfall will rarely be below 
30 inches o r  over 64 inches. This is something to know, 
but since the varieties of agriculture possible between these 
two extremes are great, the knowledge alone is of little 
value. But could one know when to expect a tendency to 
either extreme one can picture vast changes in the acreage 
of corn and grass that would take place. How far a re  we 
from being able to foretell such years? 

Let us group still further in various ways. First take 
each decade and mark its wettest and driest years : 

High 5435 6350 4466 4948 6086 5621 5855 
Low 3108 3435 3077 3755 3469 3645 4042 
Diff. 2327 2915 1389 1193 2617 1976 

Here we can observe one or  two curious facts which 
in themselves indicate that closer study will probably give 
more definite information. Thus the second and fifth sets 
of maxima indicate two rainy periods with a drier inter- 
vening period, and others beyond. The  minima figures also 
indicate two similar crests of rainy years with drier troughs, 
and this is still further amplified when the differences a re  
considered. This alone indicates that there is some periodi- 
city in our spells of very rainy weather, and also that these 
are more intense in their wetness than the dry years a re  
in dryness. This also means that dry years a re  more frequent 
than wet years. * 

Figures are all very well in their way, but sometimes 
when these a re  really representative of things, it is as well 
to examine the things. W e  can hardly examine jars of 
water of so many inches in depth placed side by side, each 

* Vide F i f t y  Years’ Rainfal l  a t  Cargen. 
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year n.ith i t s o w n  jar of ivater. Yet by means of a diagram 
we can secure a fairly close idea of such a museum collection, 
added to each year. Here is our diagram : 

This shons at a glance that the 6 0 ’ s  and the first decade 
of the present century \verc inclined to be \vet, and that 
the 70’s \verc decidedly dry years. ‘l‘here is also another 
peculiarity of our  Xveather indicated on this graph, and that 
is the number of periods of three years o r  so which have ;t 

sequence of two dry one wet.* In the nineties, commencing 
1889, you have a fine series of such periods. 

Our next steps will be endeavours to smooth out the 
erratic steps of our graph as just presented to you. If the 
ivatcr \\.ere allon.ed t o  smooth itself out i t  \vould give us  this 
process nwrked t o  the extremc. The line \\-odd indicate an  
average depth of 4486 for all the first sixty years. But this 
average is not the true average of the station, a series of 
wet years would raise it, whilst a series of dry years would 
lo\ver it.  11 graph \vorlted out from the first year, and indi- 
cating the grourth of the average, sht1w.s us that after the 
first forty years o r  so the rise and fall never varies by more 
than three per cent. from this average. This fact ought to be 
kept before all our weather pessimists-that our rainiest years 
are really so little extraordinary that their greatest efforts 
cannot alter our average rainfall by as much a s  three per 
cent. Let us  take this sixty years’ average a s  a starting 
point for other calculations, and find what percentage of 
the average each year has contributed in its turn. This, 
for our station, gives a graph almost identical with our first 
one ;  but it has this advantage-it can be used when com- 
paring this with other stations whose average is different 

* These eontinlie iiatil 1910 before breaking up. 



but whose fluctuations may be similar. 
All our other calculations will be reduced to percentages. 

Here is the graph. 
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The actual percentage figures, a s  you \\ ill have seen, 
bring u s  no further to\vards our goal. Let u s  mark the 
variation froin the 1 0 0  ;IS + or -, thus  constructing a new 
rable of figures. These show thirty-four years \\;it11 a deficit 
and the remaining thirty-two Ivith ;I surplus. Our year 1860 
had a deficit of 1.4 per cent;  the next year, 1861, \vas again 
cleficicnt by I .4  per cent. ; and so the t\vo years together had 
a debit of 2.8 per cent. o n  an average year. The following 
year, 1862, ho\vcvcr, was fine for our business, and showed 
a surplus of 5.8 per cent. This tvipcd out [ h e  debit balance 
and left 3 per cent. in hand, Lvhich the next year, with a loss 
of 9.6 per cent., promptly turned into ;I net deficit of 6.6 per 
cent. 

1 hese figures show us  the actual net uwrking o f  our 
company and are known ;IS " Residual IIass " indicators. 
Their progress is given to you in the table a t  the end. 

It is niade \risible to you in its iuoi.ements by the graph- 

r .  

Compare this graph with the previous one and you will 
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perceive that we have secured a great advance. The  irregu- 
larities have been softened down and the great periodic con- 
trol made manifest by the wave form of the graph. 

This periodic function must be secured before any value 
can be given to the shorter and more erratic pulsations of 
our weather. Hence we will proceed to try and smooth our 
graph until the graph gives us two crests or  two troughs so 
that we can fix our period of waxing and waning rainfall. 

So far we have worked only with our yearly percentages. 
These can be smoothed a little from their personal idiosyn- 
crasies by being regionally grouped into communi ties-of ten 
year periods. The  next series of calculations will be worked 
as follows : The first ten years a re  totalled and the average 
taken; then starting with the second year of this series as 
the first of the next ten, another average is struck, and so 
on until we reach our last possible group of ten consecutive 
years. W e  secure a table of some fifty-five figures from 
these overlapping series of ten years. These are worked out 
as percentages, their balance found, and the residual mass 
numbers calculated. This permits us to present a new type 
of balance sheet as the next graph shows. 

A comparison of our new curve with the yearly per cent. 
of the sixty years' average, both on. the same scale," 
will show you how much we have smoothed the curve 
and eliminated erratic action. The  ten years' per cent. 

* Readers shoulcl draw these for theiiiselves. 
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Residual Mass Curve gives us our first distinct wave form 
of graph, and from this we may conclude that our wet periods 
occur at intervals of nearly forty-five years. An average rain- 
fall calculated for this period-say from 1872 to 1g17-would 
give us a truer average than that for the sixty years. This 
average is usually termed the “ normal ” rainfall for the 
stat  ion. 

Here it is well to note that this period has been deter- 
mined for a great number of stations specially selected 
throughout the British Isles, and although there is much 
variation, yet the great majority work out to thirty-five years, 
as does also the average of the whole group. To stabilise all 
results worked on  this basis, the years 1881-1915 have been 
taken. Our sixty years’ average was 4486. The  Govern- 
ment basic normal would be 4481, and our true normal (circ.), 
4454. 

Working  on the same principles the overlapping series 
of thirty-five years and forty-five years were utilised to pro- 
duce residual mass curves. Owing to insufficient data it 
is obviously impossible to complete the full wane curve until 
we have another ten years o r  so of figures to aid us. Again 
we are  forced to blame our ancestors for not leaving us  the 
wherewithal to determine our own weather. 

These can be used as a local base. 

0, cm 
0) zg 2 - ~ 4 !  - - 8 commencing yeur 00 00 h 
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90 
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1 I 

The investigation of the sequence of dry, dry, wet re- 
quires very detailed work on the monthly figures as this 
periodic fluctuation, a s  shown by its disappearances and re- 
appearances, is not due to yearly swings. 'The period (34 
vears) is more trying, and is not here attempted. 

The Excavation of Auchencas. 

By K. C. KEID, Esq. 

Following on a recent visit of this Society to .\uchencas 
Castle, Sir William Younger, Bart., its public-spirited pro- 
prietor, decided to have some excavations made, in the hopes 
of thro\ving light on some of the problems presented by this 
ruin. 

W o r k  could not be started till November, 1924, and it 
proceeded a t  intervals, as weather permitted, into Januarx, 
1925. Two omr three estate workers, supplemented by un- 
employed from Moffat, were utilised under the inmediate 
supervision of Mr Waugh,  the head gardener at Auchen 
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C:rst le. On behalf of this Society . I{r R. C. Reid paid fre-

quent visi ts zrs director of operations, lvhi lst the Ancient

Nlonumcnts Conrmission took a l ively interest in the rvork.*

It  rvas decided in the f irst instance to concentrate on the

1n'o rnain problenrs, the gatervav and the tradi l ional under-
grountl  pass:rg'o, leavir-rg t i l l  later the questior-rs of the l4th

century reconstructions or alterat ions and the inside of thc

cas I  le .

The castle stands on high marshy ground about trv<t

nri les south-u'est of N'Ioffat,  on the north bank of the Garpol

Burn, conrnranding a magnif icent vierv of Upper Annandale.

Belou, i t  in the val ley, clearly visible, l ie Lochhouse Tou'er

and thc ruinccl Frcnchland 
' I 'ou'er, 

structures of a nruch later

pcr ioc l .  11 u 'as  v is i tec l  on rz th  \ Iay ,  r9rz ,  b !  the Anc ient

t\ fonurnents Conrmission, ancl is described in their publ ished

Irtz,entory, p. r2,2. Thanks arc due to the Control ler of H.lVt.

Stat ionery Ofl icc for pern-r ission to reproduce their plan of the

si lc. fhe other plans were special ly drarvn for this paper b,r '

l \ [r  Jarles l i lett ,  and the photographs are bv NIr \V. \1. ] Iac-

l<enzic, Secretarv of the Roval C-omnrission on Ancient and

His tor ic -a l  N lonurnents .  1o both o f  * 'honr  lhc  lhan l is  o f  the

Societ- l '  are due.

The Gatsway.

In  the Inz,er t tory  the Comnr iss ioners  are very  caut ious in

t lcscribing thc gate--" proltablv g:r incd by a clrau'bridge over

lhc inncr cl i tch to a forcu'orl<:rt  the u,estern encl of the north
u':r l l .  "  I t  u'zrs at this forervork that u.ork was commenced.
- l 'hc 

indicatior-rs pointed to a forer,r,orl< u' i th inner gate through
thc cur t : r in  u ' : t l l ,  and an outer  gate: r t  r ight  ang les to  the rva l l
ancl f :rcing thc north-rvest lorver. tsut i t  was quite possible,

as \\ .as maintzrined by some auth<tr i t ies u'ho \\ 'ere present at
the cornmencenrent of operations, that the foreu'ork rvas the
rcrn:r ins <lf  :r  rectzrngular tou'cr o[ later d:rte erected to f lank
lhc g:r le. rr 'hicl ' r  pierr:ed the curtain direct l .y opposite the drau'-
l r r ic lge.  F i rs t  a  t rcnch u 'as dr iven up against  the found of

* Roth the Secrctary and t lre Arelr i tect of thnt Cornmission paicl
:r  \ l )eci, l l  visi t  to thc sitr ' ,
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the curtain opposite the drau'bridge. 
'Ihis 

exposed the foot

of the curtain, and proved that the gate rvas not there. The

next step was to clear the forework fol lowing the outer l ine

of the curtain rval l  from the north-west tolver. This revealed

the paved lloor of the forervork some three feet below the

surface. Of the curtain u'al l  facing, only the bottonr layer

remained. An outer and an inner gate \\ 'ere exposcd to vien'.

The outer gate faced rvest, and u'as covereC by the north-

rvest torver just 17 feet distant. Only the southern freestone

rybat of the outer g'ate renlainecl,  and there was no sign of a

por tcu l l is .  The outs ide u ' id th  o f  th is  forervork  is  r5  fec t ;

the gate, six feet u, idc, being placecl central ly. f 'he interior

of the forework measures ro ft .  z in. by zB ft .  ro in. . \  mere

glance at i t  shou,s i t  to be of later dzrte than the curtain u'al l .

I ts  externa l  rva l l  o f  4  f t .  6  in .  is  not  in  keeping d inrens ional lv

u' i th the rest of the structure.
' fhe 

remains of the inner g:rte are better preservecl,  ancl

the excav:rtors here unelrrthcd a nunrbcr of cut frecstones,

scver:r l  being chamfered, u'hich obl ' iouslv hacl been part ol '

the gateu'ay. Both r-yb:tts of frcestonc \\ 'ere founcl in posi-

t ion,  : rnd the des ign of  one qu i tc  c l is t i r - rc t .  , \  square s lo t  cut  in

the rybat  immediate ly  in  f ront  o f  u 'here the gate u ' i ts  hung

nray incl icate rvhere a ;xrrtcul l is stoocl,  but n'hether the curtain

u'al l  here u'as high enottgh to al lou, for the raising of a lnrt-
cul l is is a question that cannot norv be ansrvered.

On entering this inner gate, the intntense u,idth of the

curtain rval l  on the left  hand-some 21 fggf-621n be real ised.

On the r ight hancl the curtain rval l  is only r8 feet thick. But

verv l i t t le of that short section rentzt ins. Li l<e the gatet lar ' ,

i t  has probably been reconstructed. 1'he originlt l  hr"r i lders

are scarcely l ikely to have del iberately u'eal<enecl the t:urtait . t

so close to the most vulnerable part-the git tcu'av.

T'u'o or three short trenches \\ 'ere cul in hopes of throu' ing

l ight on the dralvbridge. No sign of au abttt tnent on t l te far

side of the nroat could be found, nor \ \ 'AS an,"- eviclencc of a

central pier in the moat discovered. The stone-clyl<cr h:ts

been far too busy pi l laging ! But there \\ 'ere probablv abut-

ments of masonrv on both sides of the moAt'  spannecl by n

rvooden dralvbridge.
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The Underground Passage.

There are stories of such passages attached by tradit ion
to many old castles and ntonasteries. Auchencas is no excep-
t ion. For trzrdit ion makes the irnpossible assert ion that an

rrnclcrground passage runs from r\uchencas to Lochhouse.

r ORGINAL WALLS.
ry7 TATER WORK.

q"
N.W.TOWER.
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F e e r '

Now, n'hen a tradit ion confines i tself  to a mere statement of

[act, i t  can frequently be shos'n to be in substance correct.

l lut u'hen i t  ampli f ies that original fact, then i t  may safely be

rl istrustecl.  I f  tradit ion had contented i tself  rvi th the state-

rrrt 'nt that there u'as at Auchencas an underground passage,
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its truth could be demonstrated, but when i t  proceeds to bring
in l .ochhouse we may safel,r,  disregard i t ,  for Auchencas must
have been uninhabited at least a century before Lochhouse
u,'as bui l t .  The undergrounci passage at Auchencas rnust
remain a  mystery .

East  o f  the cast le  and outs ic ie  the nro; r t  the sur rounc l ing
embanl<nrent <lpcned out into zr platear-r.  At i ts southern enrl,
where the entrance is to sonre extent concealed, there is thc
entrance to an undergrouncl vaulted perssage,.rvhich ternrinates
about the centre of the pl: t te:ru in a ruinous polvheclron:r l
apartment open to the sky. The apartment rvas ful l  of clebris,
and the passage chol<ed u' i th clcbris and u'Ater. 

' fhe 
nrean-

ing of this passage zrnd apartnrent \ \ ,as obscure, unless there
rvas another passage comntunic:rt ing fronr the apartntent to
the castle. Accordingly both 1t:rssage zrnd apzrrtment \r,er.;
drained and cleared. No communicating pass:U{e u'zrs founcl,
and the n 'ho le  s t ructure and the ext r : roru l in : r rv  shapc an: l
de la i ls  o f  the apar t r lent  defv  exp lanat ion.

At  the ent rancc to  thc  passt rgc \ \ ' : rs : r  char l l rc r  -1  f t .  l r -v

7 f t , ,  lv i th  z  f t .  u 'a l ls  v : ru l tec l .  I ix t . r iva t ion rcv t .a lcd : r l< lng-
s i c l c  o f  i t  t hc  f ounc l : t t i ons  ( ) f  : r r r o l h r - ' r  t ' h r r r n l r c ' r ' o f  r hc  san r { '
s ize.  I f ,  : rs  has been suggcstc(1,  th is  \ \ - : rs  : r  gu: r r< l  t . l r : r rn l r t ' r - ,
n'h-y should thcrc hzrvc bccrr tu-o!, 

' l 'he 
p{rss: lec is 78 ft .  lorrg,

4  f t .  b road ,  anc l  7  f t . g  i n .  h i gh .  I t  h : r s  bcen  u ' c l l  bu i l r ,  and
is  o f  la ter  date than the cast lc .  \Vhen bu i l t  i t  h : rd  beerr

excavated, not tunncl led, ancl the crown of the vlrtr l t  coveretl

u' i th a ferv inches of soi l .  The apartment is some 15 ft .  by
20 f t . ,  u ' i th  s ix  faces of  vary ing measurements .  In  th t r
nr idd le  o f  the nor thern face thc s toncrvor l<  for  4  f t .  8  in .  u ' i<k :
s lopes bac l< f ronr  sonte 4  f t .  : r lx rvc  thc  ground up t ( )  thc  u ' r r l l
l read,  Z f t .  g  in .  h igh.  I ts  nreaning is  not  apparcn l .

I n  t he  sc ;u th -eas te rn  co rnc r  i s : l n  ( ' \ ' cn  n r { ) r c  puz : z l i ng '

feature,  f igured in  thc  accontp: lnv ing p l r rn .

The u 'a l l  o f  the curve rePrcsentcr l  b-v  thc  l lg r r r r '  . \  i s  r ro t
perpenc l icu lar  l ike  a l l  the o thcr  rv : r l ls  o f  th is  t .har rber .  

' fh t r

foot  o f  the curve is  norv  miss ing,  but  l l rer t :  is  no doubt  t l ra t  i t
sloped inu'ards in i ts descent tos'arcls thc re-entr:rnt :rngle R,

akin to a section of an invertecl cone. In spite of rnuch in-
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genuity of conjecture, the signif icance of this corner st i l l
aueri ls an cxplanation. 

' fhe 
soi l  cxgrsed by the now nrissing

loucr lxrrt i<-rn of t l r is curvc hitd a dist inct ly blacl iened appear-
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ance, but i t  is ahnost inrpossible to construe this corner as zr
fireplace.

I 'he u'estern face of t l re uperrlnrent nearest to thc castle

is onlv t  f t .  u' ide. Onll '  thc top fcu. '  l l ryers of stone renrain.
-fhe 

earth l lehind had been renroved for sonre z f . t .  back.

It  exgxrses a fztce of narturerl  uncl isturbed t i l l .  A lzrrgc stone,
now shored up, might conceivzrbly have been bui l t  in as :r
l intel to an entrzrnce door on this f :rce, but i t  is unl ikel,v, for
had there been an entrrtnce here to anolher unclerground

passage or had the original l lui lders contenrplzrted nraking

such zr passag'e, the entrance u.'ould herve been either arched

like the exist ing passag'e, or a l intel of larger dinrensions btr i l t
in, for there is no reason to suppose lhat a seconcl purssage

into this chanrber u'ould h:rve been l larro\\ 'er than the exist ing
one.  I f  thc  bu i lc lc rs  had in tended th is  : rs  the ent rancc t< ;
another pzrssag'e, they nrust h:rr.c chlrngecl their nrinds before

conrp le t ion,  thcre be ing no j : tnrbs in  s i lu .  I t  looks r l rore  as

if  sonre nrodern exczn' i t tor had suspccted hcrc rr passage lea<l-

ing to the castle that h:rd been lrui l t  up, ancl l trocec<lecl l tr

pul l  dorvn the rval l  to see u'hat u.us behin<l i t .  But t l i : r t  sug--

gest ion,  however  l ike l ,v ,  s t i l l  leavcs unexpl : r incc l  the nrcaning

and signif iczrnce of both chanrber :rncl cxist ing p:rss:rge. I ior

unless i t  was the intention of the bui lders to connect the

chamber with the cerst le by a passagc, the u'hole of the u'ork

is incomprehensible.

ThG " ThrGe Cappit Hous."

The rvhole problenr of this chanrbcr and p:rssage is further
complicated by the fact that on the top o[ this chamber,

rvithin l iving memory, was a modern erection in the form of

a cottage, which rvas used by the proprietors as a convenient

luncheon place for their shooting part ies. The design of the

cottage is not kno\r 'n, but i t  ntust have fol lorved the pecul i :rr

shape of the original chamber beneath i t .  I t  u'as crorvned
with a triangular roof sloping away from its apex in three
faces. Hence i t  was known as the " three cappit hous. " I t

may be, of course, that the whole of this super-structure was

modern, but i t  was quite probable that i t  was part of the
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original- in r lr ins-atdapted to, :rnd roofed for, modern re-
cluirernents. Dorvn to the ground level i t  has al l  gone. I 'he
grouucl levcl sho\\:s a rvidth of rvall of 3 ft., of rvhich the
u al l  hcad suppo,rt ing the l loor beanrs is r f t .  3 in. 

' l 'he 
rval ls

o[  thc  supcr-s t ructure \ \ 'e re  therefore less than z  f t .  th ic l< .
' l 'his 

is not the thicl iness of u'al l  one u'ould expect of a bui lcl-
ing abovc grr lund coeval rvi th the passage. I f  the super-
structure rv;rs nrodern, horv was the original chanrber roofed ?
Onc u'ould expect vault ing, as in the passag'e, but the
polyhedronal shape of the charnber must have rendered n
vaulted roof a subject of peculiar architectural difficulty.
Besides, the donre of the vault rvould have p,rotruded higir
above grouncl level,  nul l i fying i ts subterranean purpose-con-
cc i r lnrcnt .  ' \e : r in ,  i f  i t  t la t  u ' t rcd roof  to  the. -^hanrber  had been
cr-cctcd, covcrcd u-i th c:rrth, i t  u'oulcl soon hervc rotted and
[ : r l lcn  in ;  : rnd as i t  is  cx t rcnre ly  un l ike ly  that  the bu i lders

erccted a super-s t ruc lurc  less th ; rn  z  f t .  th ick- in  u 'h ich casc

c<,rncealnrent could not have been :r nrotive-then u'e are re-

duced to the conclusion that the chamber, whatever i ts pur-
pose, was left  unconrpleted by i ts bui lders and rvithout a
roof, beforc they could harve conrnenced any unclergrouncl
passag'e connecting this chanrber rvi th the castle.

The Latrines.

Sinrultancously lvi th the clearing of this nrysterious under-
ground chanrber, u'orli \\'ers conlnenced zrt clcaring rvhat u,as
tlrcught nright be an entrance, rvi thin the cerst le, to zl passage
lcirding under the moat to the chamber. On the east side of
t lre courtyard is a chanrber 9 ft .  '1 in. by I f t .  t !  in. running
u'el l  into the thickness of the curtain u'al l .  On the south side
of this chanrber in the f loor was a pit  choked with debris,
u'hich the Ancient Monument Commissioners thought might
be zr pit  draining to the ditch. As, horvever, i t  was thought
i t  nr ight be the entrance to an underground passage, i t  u. 'as
rlccided to clear i t .  At a level of 7 f t .  B in. from the l loor of
this chamber the bottom of the pit  was found, paved with a
good slope towards the moat. The paving pierced the wall
thro t rgh an aper ture z  f . t .  by  4 f t .6  in . ,  and a cut t ing made
outside the wall  revealed where i t  came through and entered
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the moat .  I t  u ' : rs  obv ious th : r t  th is  n ' : rs  n( )  undergrout r , l

passage,  but ,  as  h in ted by 1he Conr t t t iss i<- rncrs ,  a  la t r iue.  ' \1

the other  cnd of  thc  p i t  s ' r rs  founc l  : r  < lnr in  runr t ing out  in t t - r

the cour lvarc l ,  u 'h ich i t  u-as t lcc ic lcc l  to  lo l lo r t '  up.
' l 'he 

o ther  lz t t r ine u 'z ts  founc l  c lu i tc  : rcc idct r t : t l l y  r r t  thc  c lose

of  thc  cxcaver t ions.  I )ur ing :ur  cx : t t t t in ; t t io t t  o f  the r tor th-

u 'es t  tou 'er : r  rvor l in reur  l i l tec l  : r  i i : r t  s to t tc ,  i r t  lhe top oI  t l t r :

cur t : r in  n ' i t l l  a t  i ts  junct ion u ' i t l t  thc  tor t 'e r ,  rc r -c : t l i t rg ' : t  s ( lur rc-

bu i l t  ho le ,  3  f t .  by  z  f t .  8  in . ,  fu l l  o f  s tones.  
' l 'h is  

rvas c leat rc t l ,

as  i t  n ' i ts  thought  i t  nr ight  l re  l r  r i 'e l l , *  l t ,  lhc  depth o1 ro  l ' t .

6 in.,  u'herc a paved sloping bottt .rnr u'as founcl n-rnning uutlet '

a lou' arch d<-rlr 'nu'ards to thc tnoit t .  
' l 'he 

prescnt l ip of thc

lzr t r inc  is  9  f t .  6  in .  be lou. '  t l rc  h ishcst  gr in t  o f  lhe lo t t ' t : r ,

n,hich, as u, i l l  bc shou.u, tnust hitve bect-t  cot 'rsider:tbly higher

or ig ina l ly .  
- l 'he 

l r t t r ine,  u 'h ich is  on the south-u 'est  s ide o f

the torver ,  \ \ 'as  c le : t r lv  used f ro t t r  thc  p i t r l t l tc t  u ' l t l l i ;  l r l l  t l rc

indical ions point to i ts havintr;  becn :tcldcd l t t  nt l : t tcr d.rtc.

One s ide of  i t  i s  thc  or ig i r t : t l  c^ t t r t l t iu  u ' : i l l ,  ; tnc l  there : t re  no

tie stones into thc u,:t l l .  I t  is proit i tblc thatt part of 1he tou'er

u'here i t  joins the r, l 'est curt i t in r" 'r t l l  u ' i ts pul led dou'n :tud rc-

bu i l t ,  incorporat ing th is  la t r ine.

The Gourtyard.

In  z t  r : th  century  c : ts t lc  o f  th is  c les ign o l lc  cxpects  1 t r

f incl the dlvel l ing ztpartnrents, l<itchen, stables, &..,  bui l t  u1;

against the curtain rval ls, leaving i ln open space in the cenlre.

Experiencc shou's that our forebe:trs of thzrt ceutury had the

s:ulrc zrpprccizrt ion of the sun zrnd shcltcr rts \ \ 'c harvc. I f  the

cl im:rte then rvzrs anything l i l<e i t  is uou',  this t l 'as an i t t t-

portant consideration zrt such zrn :t l t i tude ats  ̂ ' \uchencas. \ \r t :

nrust therefore look for such bui ldings on the northern and

eastern sides of the courtyarcl.  Such bui ldings, $'€ kno\r ' ,

were-originally at least-ntetde of tt'ood, zrnd of the pent

roof type. Their backs \\rere lhe curt l t in u' :r l l ,  frout u'hich

the roof sloped tor,r'ards the courtyerrd. At a l:rter date stone

rvould take the place o,f wood.

* cf. The well at Buittle Castle up against the inner face of the

curtain wall.
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I t r  orc lc r  to  f i t r t l  s ( ) l l rc  rcr t ta i r rs  o l  such l r t r i l< l ings,  l r  u ' i r lc
I r ' r 'n .h  u : rs  t lug r r long t l rc  ins i t le  b : rse o I  t l i c  cur lar in  n ' : r l l  bc-
lu  t ' t r t . t  thc  g i r {c  r tn t l  t l tc  t ror lh-c l rs tern tou ' r ' r .  No reu l r ius  o I
\ l ( ) nL ' l ' ound l r l i ons  u ' c re  f ound .  I l r r t  t he  so i l  ; r l  t he  basc  o f  t hc

Pl AN oF LATRIN F
AND BUILT DRAII-I

I

Scnu on

*@=="

VTRTICLT CROSS
STCT IOI-I THROL'GH
LrqTRll-lFnno DRAIN .

oFsToflr ButLDtflc.

Frer.
--_..--?

rr ' :r l l  rvzrs impregnatcd rvith a g'reat quzrnti tv of rvo<_rd ashes
;rncl l-nrrnt rvood. 

' I 'he 
inevitable deduction is that on this site

' , ' .  t ' rc original ly wooden drvel l ings which hacr been consumed
: i  h r e .

Incidental ly the foot <lf  the curtain exposed by this trench
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givcs zr verv goocl ir lca of the nrassive crudity of the rnasonry
of  the or ig ina l  cast lc .

No zrttenrpt u'as nr:rclc to cxplore the courl-yard thclroughly

ancl svstentr l ic:t l lv, such i tn unclertal i ing being beyond the

scopc of  th is  cxc i rvat ion.  lJut  tn 'o  o f  thc  corners  o f  the cour t -

y:rrcl  \ \ 'ere explorecl,  thc north-u'est arnd south-east. tsoth

\\-erc only p:rrt ial  investigert ions, : tnd the fornrer u'ould un-
doubtecl lv h:rvc repaicl conrpletc excatvation.

' l 'he 
investigation of the north-rvcst corner u':rs nrainlv

unclcrl :rken 1o place beyond doubt the fact that the t<lr,r , 'ers

\\ :cre sol id and not cyl inclr ical.  I f  thr: latter, there must have

been some nrode of ingress, and a doorrvay at the base rvas

sought. But the excavations did not revezrl  a door. On the

contrzrry, it shou'ccl th:rt thc tou'cr \\:ers no torvcr at arll, only a

bastion, thit t  i t  u' :rs sol icl  and h:rd been bui l t  as an addit ion-

though a contenrponrry one. tsoth the <lutside i tnd inside

fucing of thc curtzt in n'al l  could bc fol lon'ed to the g-r int u'here

the rvalls fornrecl :t right :rngle. 
'I'here 

seems tc. have beeu

consiclerablc slructurzrl  zt l terzrt ions in this corner. Tlte

r:rnrpzrrt u' : t lk, i f  i t  can be so described, disztppezrrs, : tnd in the

corncr \ \ 'erc the rentains of zr stone and l inre bui lding, rvi t i r

u'h:rt  lookcd l i l<e a f lue. 
- l 'he 

dcbris pi lcd in this corner \ \ras,

holvever, so fornridzrblc thut conrplete excavation'rr-as tur big

an undcrt ir l i i r .rg, ancl i t  is doubtful u,hethcr the condit ions

woulcl h:tvc ,vieldccl a del initc plan of the bui lcl ing.

Sirni l :rr  concl i t i r-rns rvere founcl in the south-eetst corner,

u hcrc again thcrc u': ts abundant cvidencc of reconstruction

zrnc l  vcs l iges o [  a  s tone anc l  l in re  bu i ld ing.  N lent ion hzrs

:r lrcady becn nt:tcle of :r  drain running frot-t ' t  the court-yard int<r

the eastern l i t tr ine. 
' I 'his 

rvas fol lorvcd up. I t  rvars :r u'el l-

bui l t  drain, sonre r8 incl-rcs u, ide, covcrecl u' i th rough slabs of

stone. Irorty-f ive fect front the latr ine i t  cnded, being 39 ft .

6 in. fronr thc norlh 'rr ' : r l l  at this point. On i ts south sit le,

ancl running p:rrzr l lcl  u, i th i t  onl l '  a ferv inches a\\ ' : lyr \ \-cre

the rcnr:r ins of founcl:t t ions of a slone bui l t l ing, but i t  had been

so pi l lagcd th:t t  i t  rv:ts t- tot possible to forur :rny judgment.

I t  rvers  a t  least  z7 f t .  (east  to  west )  by  t9  f t . ,  and i t  had c lear ly

been served by the drtr in. 
' Ihe 

tvestern fragment of these
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foundzrt ions \\ 'as probably the end of the bui lding, ztbutt in;;

on a roerdu'zty running straight into the courty:rrd from lh.-:

guteu'uy. 
' I 'hc 

bui lding probably belongs to thc period of

rcccrustrucl ion, and as the clrain is clbvi<-rusly :rssocialcd u' i t l r

i t ,  i t  to<.r nrust be ascribccl to thc sanrc period.

The Cur ta in  Wal ls .

An exr tnr inat ion o l  the cur t : r in  u ' l r l l s  brought  to  l ight

scvcr : r l  in tcrest ing fe : r tures not  notec l  lx '  the Anc icnt  X lon l r -

lne l l ls  Conrnr iss ion.  In  thc  l i rs t  p l : rce,  u ' : r l l s  :u t r l  tou 'ers  a l i l<e

:trc not bui l t  of sol icl  nrasonry. 
' I 'he 

u'al ls :rrc f i rced on bolh

sidcs rvith huge boulders, u'hich :rt  one t inre nrzry have beeu

in tcrp innec l  by  u 'edges of  snra l l  s tones dr iven in to  the in ter -

vcn ing rnor t : r r .  
' l ' i r r rc  

:ur r l  lhc  c l is in tegr : r t ing c f fcc t  o f  thc

u 'c l r thcr  h : r lc  rcnrovc<l  : r l lnos l  : r l i  s igns o f  u 'cc lgcs anc l  nror tur ,

s : rvc  u 'hcrc  : r  f :L l l  o f  dcbr is  h : rs  prescrvcc l  the or ig ina l  f : rcc  o f

thc  u ' i r l l .  
' l ' l te  

spr rce bctn 'een the fac ings \ \ 'us  then I i l led u ' i th

car th  : rnd bouldcrs ,  z r  pr inr i t ive  nrethoc l  o [  const ruct ion,  u 'h i t :h

can only dcnote ir  very carly stage of r-t th century ci ist le

bu i ld ing.*  On the e: rs t  cur ta in  u ,zr l l  the sect ion p ierccd b,v

thc outf lorv of the latr ine bcars every sign of reconstruction.
' l 'hc 

u'zt l l  herc is u'el l  prescrvcd : lncl plunrb. Plenty of

rnor tar  is  v is ib le .  I ts  bu i lde r  hac l  ideas of  h is  cr : r f  t

f i rr  supcrior to those engaged on the original slructure. f 'hc

interior of the chanrber co,nrposing the latr ine has al l  tht:

appearance of the crudity of the orig' inal w<lr l<, but i t  is quite

er- idcnt fronr the accompanying i l lustrat ion of the exterior of

lhis ch:rnrber, zrs seen fronr the courtyard, lhat i t  hzts bccn

bui l t  up: rg i t ins t  the cur ta in  rva l l  a t  sonte la ter  der te ,  for  no

tie stones are visible.

The curtain u'al ls vary in thicl<ness, that betr,r 'een thc:
g:rte and norlh-easl torver being r5 feet, u,hi lst the rvest u'al l

about the middle is about r r  feet, t  the south u,al l  ro feet. and

e; ts t  rva l l  r r  feet .

* cf. Gleaston Castle. e. 1250. rvhere " there are remains of
consiclerable l lort ions of clay lreartecl curtain wall .  t ' -J. F. Curwcn's
('ttxlle,s anil Touters of Cumberland and Westntorla,nrl, p. 712.

t Two mcasulcrnents gavc 11 ft. 3 in. and 10 ft. 4 in.
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Insidc the cur' luin u'ul ls rLlns al l  eler, 'zrtccl u-zrl l i ,  non' {or

thc t r tos t  pzr r t  a l rout  5  fec l  a l tovc ground.  Or ig in i t l l ,v '  th is  nrust

I u r r . ' c  l ; c cn  u . i t h i n  u  f cu ' f cc t  o f  t hc  t o l t  o f  t h t  o r i g i na l ' r v i t l l .

I1 ,  to t . r ,  r 'u r ics  in  th ic l<ncss- i t t  lhc  nor ' lh  u ' : t l l  c : rs t  o f  the ga lc

i t  is  6 l 'cc t  n ' ic lc ,  on lhc  eust  u ' r r l l  4  fcet ,  on the u 'es t  u 'u l l  on ly

; -1-  fec t ,  u 'h i ls t  on thc  south u 'a l l  i t  i s  -1  i ' ce t ,  r : tp id ly  rec luc ing

f rorn 1h: r1  n ' id th  c losc in to  lhc  south-c i rs tcrn  corncr ,  u 'hcre

Ittuch rcco'nstrucl. ion hits t :r l icn placc. \ \ ihencvcr i t  nr ir ,v h:tr, 'e

bccn crccted,  thc  u ' i t l l i  c : rnnot  h : r r ,c  bcen p: r r t  o f  the or ig inr r l

des ign of  thc  c : rs t lc ,  for  u ,herevcr  i1  hus f i t l l cn ,  or  l lecn rc-

t t tovct l ,  thc  i t rncr  f r rc ine o i  thc  cur t : t in  u 'u l l  i s  < l isc losed.  \ 'e t

i t  h:rs crrc;I  i rppcur:rncc oI l lc i69 coltcrnpor: irv. 
' l 'herc: 

art:

no s igns of  any s teps up to  thc  u 'a lk .  But  i t  is  lx , rss ib lc ,  : rs

suggested,x  thzr t  the zrsccnt  nruy havc bcen by : r  l l ight  o f  s tcps

i r t  1he southern enc l  o f  1hc castenr  l : r t r i r - rc .  I t  rs  not  qu i te  c le : t r

u ' l r : r t  th is  u ' : r l l<  u ' : rs  in lcnc lc t l  [or .  Nornra l lv  i1  n 'or . r ld  bc cx-

pectec l  to  t r r l<e the p l : rce o I  r t  r : r t r tp : r t ' t  uar l l< ,  r tnc l  lo  r ise t t - r

u ' i th in . i - - i  feet  o f  lhe 1op of  thc  r i ' r r l l .  IJu t  in  l l tz t t  c : tse,  u 'h i ls t

fornring er protcct ion to a lool<-ont, i t  u' t-ruld seriotrslv hutttpcr

the c lc fcncc,  for  a  c le fender  on the u 'a l l<  behind r t  io  feet  u 'a l l

cou l t l  not  p<-rss ib lv  "  get  i r l  "  an outs idc: r l t : tc l ic r  a l  thc  foo l

of thc u'al l .  I 'o conrpcte u' i th :rn attacl<cr :r t  thc foot of thc

u ' : r l l ,  a  rar l rpar t  u ' : r l l i  on the top of  the u ' i r l l  u 'as  csseut i l t l ,

c : t r ry ing a  l ight  r : ru tpr t r t ,  ( )vcr  rvh ich i t  \ \ ' ; ts  ;x rss ib lc  l t - r

lc:rn, erncl thcre ciur bc l i t t le doubt t lurt sttch i t  rztt l t  -

par t  u 'a lk  surnrounted these u 'a l ls  or ig  ina l ly .  Whcrc  : r

curtain u'al l  connccted cyl inclr ic:r l  tott 'crs oI sevcrl t l  storics,

such : rn  inner  u 'z r l l<  u ' : rs  not  L l l l conr l ) ron,  : ts  i t  l in l<c<l  up 1hc

lou 'crs  l r t  i ts  lc r , 'e l : rnc l  cnr rb led re in lorcet t rc t ' t l s  to  gct  l ' ro t t t  o t rc

tou'cr to anothenvit lrout desceut f<1, : tud :rscent frott ' t ,  t l tc

courtvard. But in t  l ic case oi circular berst ions, : ts l t t

Auchencas,  th is  argunrent  c : r r r ies  less u 'e ight .  I t  is  poss i l t le

tha l  th is  n 'a l l<  u ' : rs  or ig ina l lv  cr t r r icc l  1o thc  fu l l  hc ight  o I  thc

u ' i r l l ,  L r c i ng  l i t t l c  c l se  l l t i t n : t t t  i nnc r  s t r eng thcn ing  co re  t o  l l t c

ex i s t i ng  r va l l .

The Towers.

As zrlready indicatecl,  the torvers, rvi th the erception of

* Inaentory of Attctctt t  Mottunrcntst Dumf r ' [es.*h, l 'e, p. 131.
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the south-eastern one, are real ly sol icl  bastions bui l t  on zrfter
the u'al l  had been "rgglsd-but, as far as can be juclged, con-
tenrporarv. I t  is possiblc that there nray have becn f ive, as
in  the case of  tsu i t t le  and r ibbers ,  the { l f th  one cover ing rhc
ground no\\ '  occupiecl b,v the foreu'orl i .  In that case thc gatc-
u ' l ry  u 'ou lc l  h : rve entered the cour tvard bctu 'ccn thc tou ' t ' rs  i r r
d i rec t  l inc  rv i th  the br idge.  f  in re  d id  not  pernr i t  : t  scarch for
yrossible foundations under the forervork, ancl the north-u.est
corner  \ \ 'as  1oo vast  a  junrb le  o f  debr is  to  enablc  th is  poss i -
bi l i ty to be arscertained. certairr lv there \\ 'ere no signs of rrnv
such or ig ina l  ga le  in  thc  o l l le r  found: r t ions o f  1he 1 'a l l  bes i6c
tht-.  north-u'cst tou'er.

' [ 'he 
south-c : rs t  to* 'c r  is  a  fu l l  cen lur -v  la lc r  than t r r t :

o thc rs .  I t  i s  n ruch  sn ra l l c r ,  i s : r  t r ue  11v11 ' s ; - { f i : r t  i s  t o  sav ,  i r
is hol lou',  ancl rvus diviclcd into tu'o f loors, thc top one probably
bc ing leve l  u ' i th  the rampar t .  

' I 'here 
is  no inc l ica l ion o [  hou.

thc bot tonr  { )nc r r 'as  cntcrcd,  un less b-v  s teps don 'n  f ronr  lhc
r : r rnpar t .  

' l 'hc  
s lurpe of  i ts  u ' inc lou 's  ar rc l  the t1 'pc  o f  nrasonr . i

in r l ica tc  l -1 th  t 'cn turv .  I t  u ' : rs  prob: rb lv  crcc lec l  u ' i th in  the
f< lunc l : r t i ons  o f  : r  bas t i on  s i n r i l a r  1o  t l r c  cx i s l i ng  oncs .  

' l ' l r i s

to \ \ 'c r  is  uhat  t 'n : rb les us to  r la tc  1he rccons l r l rc t ion u ' r l r l<  o f
lhc  c : rs l le ,  : rnc l  probabl , r , '  o f  thc  rnvs lcr ious t .hanrbcr  : rnr l

l )assagc ot r ts i t lc  the u 'a l ls .  
' l 'h is  

1o\ \ ' ( . r  a lso enabl t 's  Lrs  1o
r r rn j t ' r ' t u r c  l l r c  o r i g i n : r l  h t ' i g ' h t  o f  t l r r .  t - r r r t a i n  u ' a l l s .

The Enrbankment.

' l 'he  
cast le  is  sur roundcc l  b-v : r  u ' ide nroat ,  the ear th  f ronr

u h i t 'h  h : rs  hccn throu 'n  up t ( )  for rn  a  u ' ic lc  enrbanl<nrent  arounr l
i t .  . \ s  n  i l i  l r t .  s c t ' n  f r on r  l h t '  p l : r n ,  t l r i s  c r rban l i r n , . . n l  u ' i r l cn : ;
i t r t< l  l t  l r ro : t< l  c l t ' r ' i r tcc l  p l : t lear r  on l l r t - 'c i rs t  r r r r t l  a  r luch snr : r l lc r -

1 r l : r t cau  on  l l r c  sou th .  I n  l i r c  p l : r n  t h i s  i s  s l r ou 'n  shaped  l i l i c
ru r  : r r c .  I t  i s  r ea l l v  squa rc  s l r apcc l .  I t  u ' as  qu i t c  obv ious  l ha t
t h i s  e rnba r r l <n rcn t  u ' as  i n l en r l cc l  [ r s : l n  ou l t r  c l c f cncc ,  anc l  r nus t
I r : r v r :  l r c cn  c ro \ \ ' ncc i  l l y  son rc  r l c [ c r r s i v t , e r cc t i on -c i t he r  u ' a l l  o r
s(ocl<zrdt:.  . \  r-runtl lcr of lrcnr:hes \\ 'crc c.ut throtrgh the cro\\.n
. i  t l rc  scar l )  o f  th is  cmb:rn l in- rcnt  in  hopes of  set l l ing lh is  ques-
l irrr.  No t:viclencc of anv dcfcnsir, 'c u'orl t  of anv sort \ \ ' : ls
l ,un( l  cxccp l  on the srna l l  southern p la lear t .  F lere u 'a l l  founr l : r -



l l 8 THn ExcA\:ATION olr  i \ r tcHENCr\S.

t ions \vere located, but only covering the plateau. To mal<e

surc thal i t  u'as not pzrrt of :r  bui lding, a trench tvas driven

right across the plateau on the l ine C-_D. No other stone

found:rt i<-rns \\ 'erc disclosed. rvhich eslabl ished that the founda-

l ions \\ 'ere renrains of a defensive u,al l  covering the plateau

onl ,y .  But  th is  t rench brought  to  l ig l r t  onc s ign i f icant  fac1.

Or, 'er a fair ly large :rrea of this platc;tu \ \ , : ls a very thick layer
-ful ly one foot clcep-of rvood ash and charco:r l ,  evidence oF

a verv big conflagr:rt ion. I f  some rvooden dlr. 'el l ing' on this

sitc h:rd bcen burnt i t  could not possibly have left  s<t thicl< :r

cleposit of ash. The u'ooden nraterial for such a blaze l.t.tttst

havc: bcen gzrthcred up:rt  this poinl,  ztncl t t . t t tst have employecl

sonre l :rbour in the gathering. C)nlv one explanitt ion can be

found. , \ l l  round the embankntent serve for a ferv yards at

this spot nrust hztve once stood a substantial stockade or

pzrl l is:rde of logs. This at s{)me date ntust have been

clel ibcratelv clcstrovecl and pul lcd dou'n, gatherccl t lp ancl

p i l ed ,  and  bu rn t  a t  l h i s  spo t .

General Gonclusions.

' fhc 
most inrportant ptt int r-t f  i rr tcrcst revealed by thesc

cxcav: r l ions rc la tes to  the datc  o f  the c l ts t le .  I t  hets  b t 'cn

: rp thor i ta t ivc lv  : rss igned to  the la te  t l th  cent t t rv , *  l r l : t in ly  o t - t

thc  gronnc l  that  i t  has zr l l  the fe : t tures o f  s t tch: t  s t r t tc - t t t re- - : l l l

enr :c in te  u ' i th  corne. r  tou 'ers .  Rut  i f  i t  i s  s 'hat  is  l<nt lu 'n  : ts

l lclu'arcl ian, thcn i t  rr t t tsl  bc in l l rc s:rtne category as I i i r l<cucl-

br ight ,  \ \ I ig tou 'n ,  anc l  
' [ ' ib l le rs .  

ln  Scot l : r r rc l  th is  tvpc u 'as

thc d i rect  succLrssor  to  the ear lv  Nor t lan l l lo le .  Indcec l  in  the

c : r se  o f  T ibbc rs  t he  cz rs t l e  i s : r c tu : r l l v  bu i l t  on  t he  s i t e  o f  l he

ntote. 
' I 'hc 

cl lr tc- of 
' l ' ibbcrs 

ci ln l le historic-al ly f ixecl.  I1 n': ts

unc ler  const ruct ion in  r :139. i  r \uchencas Cannot  therefore l lc

la lc r ;and u 'hen the tu 'o  are con lpare( l  i t  has to  be adnl i t ted

that r\uchencas nrttst be of e:rr l ier clate, for i t  possesscs tu' tr

f ieatures that zrrer unl<nou'n in Scott ish castles-i ts sol id corner

lo\\ 'ers ancl the c:trfhen core of i ts u'al ls ancl tou'ers. 
' l 'hestl

fea lurcs p lace , \uchcnczrs  in  a  c lz rss  by i tsc l f ,  i tnc l ,  rccr l r t l i r rg

x' Ei.st.  tr lonumanls Corttrt t issiolr 's RcPort on, f)um,{r iesshire,

i  Bn in ,  f I . ,  1005,
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to the natural larv of development and the primit ive nature of
the structure, i t  must be given earl ier date of construction
than our knorvn local exanrples of Edrvardian castle. I t  is a
I ink betu'een the Norman xlote and the Edu'arcl ian castle,
ancl as such is unique.

Apart from rvhat history l l tay have to tel l  us, this
excavation has establ ished beyond doubt that there \\ ,ere t\ \ 'o
d is t inc t  occupat ions in  the r r th  and r4 th  centur ies ,  betu.cen
rvhich there must have been a prolongecl periocl rvhen the
structure stood in utter ruin. l 'he castle must have con-
sisted original ly of curtain u'al ls and ba.st ion towers, per'h:rps
f ive in nunrber, surrounded b1' a n.:oat :rnd stockadenl outu'orl<.
The moat rvas spanned by n rvooden bridge, part of l ,hich
u'as perh:rps ur drarvbridge. The gatervay in al l  probabil i ty
f:rccd the briclge, bcing f lanl<ed by tu.o bastion tou'ers of
u'hich only one, in the north-rvest corner, suryives. Verv
short ly after completion u,hat we now knorv as the parapet
u 'a lk  u 'as  zrdded to  the cur ta in  u 'a l ls .  Ins idc the cour tvarc l
a long lhc  nor th  rva l l  (and perhaps on other  s ides of  the cor r r t -

v:rrcl) \ \ 'as :r rorv of rvooden l lui lcl ings u, i th a lean-to roof up
:rgainst thc curt:r in rval l-by zrnalogy of one story. Such nrust
have becn i ts condit ion u,hen i t  rvas destroyed. I t  is obvious
that  lhe r les t ruct ion n 'as  not  acc ic lenta l .  The c lest rovers  c l ic l
their n'orlr  thoroughly. Short of corlplele clenrol i t ion the-v
rendered thc Castle uscless :rs :r pl:rce of clefence. Thc u'ooclor
'bu i lc l ings 

in  the cour tyard,  thc  l iv ing quar ters  o f  i ts  occu-

1;ants, \ \rere trurnt, even the stockading of the outrvorks u';rs

1;ul lcd dorvn and consumed by f ire. 
' fhe 

bridge, of course,
nrcl :r  - . i rrr i l : rr  f :r1e. 1'rvo htrge breaches \\ 'ere nrade in thc
u'al ls, <lne ir-r thc south-easl corner u'here the bastion u'as
derno l ishec l ,  thc  o ther  a t  that  rnost  v i ta l  par t  o f  every  cast le ,
1hc sates'av. 

' fhe 
gateu'ay ancl i ts eastern f lanking bastion

tl isappeared, and thc beasts of the f iekl could rvander unmo-
lcs tcd through i ts  inv io lab le  prec incts .  For  some t ime the
Casl lc  n tust  have s looc l  thus.  Ihen rnan once more took

lnssession ancl conrnrenced to rcst-ore the fabr: ic. His f irst
airrr rvas to repair the breaches. But he brought to his task
r l i f fe rent  ideas to  those of  the or ig ina l  bu i lder .  In  the cen-
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turv  that  had e lapsec l  the pr inc ip les o f  cast le-bu i l t l ing hac l

developed. N'Ian herd nerr '  ideas, dif ferent requirenlents, rvhich

have left  their nrark on the structure. The true idea of a

torver \ \ 'as understood better, so in the yarvning breach in the

south-east  corncr  : r  cv l indr ic : t l  to tvcr  loo l<  the p lacc o f  the

or ig ina l  c lc lno l ishcd bast ion.  
- l 'hc  

lhrcc  rcrn : t in ing l tas l i t - r t ts

\\ 'crc left  i r i  .si tu, perhaps repaired. 
' I 'hc 

gate\\: : lv \ \ruls el l-

t i rcly reconslructed zrccording to the principles then in vosue.

It  no longer opened direct on to the bridge, but \ \ ' ! ' ts

approached through i t  foreu'ork par:r l lel  1o the cttrtzt iu : tncl

thcn p icrcec l  1he cur t : r in  jus t  u ,hcre the or ig inh l  f i f th  b : rs t ion

nrav once have sl<toc'I .* The recoustructed t--urtain rval l  bc-

l \ \rccn 1hc ncrv gate ztnd north-u'est tou,cr u,: ts rebui l t  sort le

ieet  th inner  than thc o ld  one.  Wi th in  the cot r r tyard the neu '

col lers repl:rcecl t t 'oocl bui ldings rvith stone, oirvious traces

of u'hich are founcl in the north-u'est and south-e:tst corners.

Further, a ccntral slone bui lcl ing n'as erected. Nor rverc thc

sarri larv :rtnetni l ies overltxr l<ecl.  ^ ' \  l : t tr inc \\ ' i ls cx(-: Ivl t tct l  in

thc castcrn cur t : t in  u 'h ic l r  necess i ta lc< l  the rcconst r t tc l ion t l f

t h t r t  u ' : r l l  u ' he r t ' t h t ' o t t l t l o r t ' p i c r t ' e t l  i t ,  anc l  : t  t l r l t i n  \ \ ' l t s  co l l -

ncctcc l  1o thc la t r inc  f ro tn  1hc ccn l ra l  b t r i lc l ing. ' i '  t r ina l lv  the

1;ar : rpet  la l r i r re  n ' : rs  zr r l r le r l  to  1he nr l r lh -u 'es l  bast ion,  and at

thc sante l inre ntttst have l lc 'cn colr l lnencecl in 1l-rc ott tcr t lc-

fcnccs--the l trvsteri<lus unclergrouncl chartrber and passage- --

l trobabl-v ncvcr c:olt tplcterl  ancl a rrrvstcrv st i l l .  Such u'as 1hc

( l 2s t l c  i l r  l l r c  r - g l h  cc t r l u r v  t i l l  on t ' c  aga i t r  i 1  l r eca t r l e  t t n ten : t n l e t l

and a convenient  q t tar rv  for  the b t r i lder .

Auchencas in HistorY'

t ln t i l  1hc r .5 t l t  cet r l t t rv  h is to t ' . r '  i s ,  u  i th  ( )nc so l i tarv  cxceP-

1 ion.  s i lent  about  th is  t :z rs l le .  I1r  I )c t :er t lber ,  I io6,  Roger  dc

x'Thc r lcs igu of  t l rc  fo l . rvol l< is  c l r i t ractcr is t ic  of  t l rc  cut ' rc t l t

nrct l ror ls  of  c lefet t t 'c . .  I t tgr t 'ss l rv  a t ru ' r t  to thc lc f t  at  t l re foot  of  t l le

cur.tain .lvall ' tvrs lt f ltvottritc tL'vit 't ' , cspecially if thc forework rvas

1o1, nrc l ret l  l rut  nn t l l rc t r  pt 'nt l .  For i t  ex l rosct l  t l r t 'a t tackcrs on t l te i r

riglrt sifle-thc sirlt '  urrproteetcrl lry tlre slriclt ls, whielt they lrelrl in

11,o11 lc f t  l r : t r t r ls- to t l rc  r r l iss i les of  t l tc  r lefcnders.

t  I t  l r r rs bcen snggestcd t l rat  t l r is  drain lvas r .cquired at  t l te

ecrr t la l  l lu i l t l ing 
. l r ( 'eAusr-  

t l rc  lnt l ( ) r  was uset l  as a k i tchen.
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Kirkpatr ick, " chevaler " (knight) and seigneur, of Flatrghen-

cas, is recor<lerl  as lending moncy t<l Sir Flunrphrey de Bohun,

Earrl of Hereforcl :rnd Essex, lvlxr at that linte was the linglish

L<,rrd of Annandale.* So at tl-rat date Sir Roger wzrs Lord of

Auchcncas, and presumably l ived there. This sole surviving

rc{erence raiscs at once the interesting question of the origin

of thc Kirkpatr ick fanri ly. We know that the originator of

the fztlrily was a Norman or Anglo-Nornlan nanred Ivo, rvhr-t

possessed no surname t i l l  he was granted by Brus, Lord of

Annandale, the lands of Kirkpatr ick. These lands have been

assumed to have been in the imnrediate vicinity of Closeburn,

and on the strength o,f the assunrption the K.irkpaltricl.:s of

Closeburn have claimed to be the main l ine of the family'  In

their eagerness they have even annexed to themselves the

u,ell-knorvn story of the death of the Red Comyn at the hands

of Bruce and Kirkpatr ick, adopting the latter 's " I ' l l  mak'

siccar " as their motto. But i t  can be shorvn that the l( irk-

partr icks <lf  Closeburn were not the trtain l ine, and that the

Kir l ipzrtr ick who part icipated in thc death of Comyn was not

an ancestor but a col lateral.  The nlain l ine dying out at the

close of the ISth century, left  the Closeburn fanri ly senior ntale

representatives of the original Ivo. Now rve knorv that Close-

burn lvas not atcquired by the Kirkpatr icks t i l l  r212rt and as

the fanti ly \ \rcre rvel l- l<norvn in i \nnandale before th:rt  date, i t

is <lbvi<-rus that in Annitndztle we r l1ust seck i ts hal) i t : t t .  l 'here

are gnly trvo places nzrmed Kirkpatrick in Arinandale-

I i i r l<patr ick-I i lenring and Kirkpatr ick-Juxtzt-and in vieu' of

t lrc r to6 record i t  is obvious that in Kirkpatr ick-JuxtA \\r(:

nrust seek the home of thc Kirkpatr icks. Sir Wil l ianr Fraser

has pointecl out that Ivo was granted the lands of Kirkpat-

r ick between lrgo and 1214, { and elsewhere rvri tes rvith zr

tantal ising lack of part iculars that he received a part of the

B'rony of Kirkpatr ick-Juxta. This is borne out by the

l<norvledge that the descendants of Sir Roger of r 3of-r

* Bain, IV., 1823.

Ramage, Drtrmlanrtg and th,e Douglascs, p. 193.

! Hi,st, MSS. Cotttntission, XV th Report, p. 38 ancl p. 50.
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descr ibed themselves as "  o f  that  I Ik . " t  I t  is  cer ta in  that
the f irst Ivo cannot have bui l t  r \uchenc:rs, tvhich must dztte
from half a century later, but i t  is equally '  certain that he
must have had sonre fort i f ied residence on his lands. Within

half a mile of Auchencas further up the Garpol Burn l ics a

f ine Norman mote ivi th bai ley attached on a knol l  in a bend

of the burn. I t  seems probable that here at the Garpol

mote was the f irst honte of the l( irkpatr icks.* At a later

date, som,er,r'here zrbout the nriddle of the r:th centurv, the

Lord of Kirkpatr ick, desir ing a nrore conrnrodious residence,

decided to bui ld a stone castle, such as \\ 'ere springing u1r

in numbers al l  over England. He chose a site further dt-ru'n

the burn, perhaps because i t  gave him a comnjanding vierv

dorvn Annandale and of the entrarnce to the hi l l  val levs

debotrching on i\{offat-a strzrtegical outlook lacl<ing at the

mote--<r more probably because there wzrs abundance of

surface stone, not zrvzri lable at the mote. I f  a guess nray be

hazarded, the bui lder of Auchencas u as Sir Humphrey de

Kirkpatr ick, stervard of . \nnandale, u'ho rvers a rvitness as

late as 1245.1 Here at any rate l i is descenclzrnt, Sir Roger,

l ived in 13o6. I t  rvas he u'ho g:r\ :e the f inal stab to Conrvn

at the Greyfr iars on roth l .-ebruarv, r3o;i ,  and in consequence

must have seen his lands overrlrn and castle occupied by the

English. He u'as probably a young nran at the t ime, as his

deed might imply, for he r,vas al ive as late as 1352. tsut in

the dark days that overtook Bruce he must have submitted

to  the Engl ish.  Between rsrz  and r3r3,  the t ide hav ing

turned for Bruce, the Scots recaptured nearly all the castles

in Scotland from the English, " Buitt le, Dalswinton, Caer-

laverock, and perhaps Lochmaben surrendering to Edward

de Brus. " 
5 They were al l  destroyed according to the general

pol icy o,f Bruce. I t  seems l ikely that though Auchencas is

t cf. Sir Duncan of Kirkpatrick, Lortl of that Ilk, 1372 (Eist.

MSS.  Com. XVth Repor t ,  P.  51) .
{' It is significant that up the Garpol Burn runs a disusecl track

direct through the hills to Closeburn.

{ Bain, f., 1680, and Drumlanri,g Pagters, p. 40.

5 Sir Herbert Maxwell, Bobert the Bruce, p. 190.
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not nrentioned i t  shared the fate of the others, for i t  is knou'n

th:rt  in r3r3 Sir Roger w:rs in g:rrr ison zrt Lochnraben in l l tg-

l ish service.* 
' l 'his 

u'ould end rvhat excavatt ion has shou'n to

l le thc l i rst occupation. After Bannockburn Sir Roger must

havc nrzrdc his peace rvith Bruce and returned to his home.

It  scenrs probable that this u, 'as the period of reconstruction

and second occupation. After Bruce's cleath Annandale \\ 'as

again overrun, zrnd becanre an English province, and Sir

I ioger :rrrcl  his .rr, i fe Nlargaret l led to Englzrnd in r33z.i  
' Ihis

nrity bc thc tinre <lf the second clestructi<-rn ancl finul abetndon-

nrcnt  o f  , \uchencas.  In  r t2r  h is  son,  Humphrey de Ki r l i -

patr ick, hacl received m grant of f 'orthorrvzrld and Roucan,]

u'hich fronr that t inre tnust h:tve been lhe fanri ly residence,

though :rf tcr the English u'ere ejected frotr , \nnitnd:t le t l t t :

I i i rkp:ttr icl is nrust havc reglt incd the ruined ,\uchenczrs. Sir

I)uncan Kirkpatr ick of 
' forthorwald, 

the last of the fanri lv,

u' irs dezrd by r12S, leaving three co-heiresses - El izabeth,

nr:trr ied to Wil l i : trn C:rr lyle of I{ innrount, an :rncestor of thc

Lords Carlyle, and designed " of Torthorn'zt lcl  " in r ight of

his u' i l 'e; Jonct, nurrr icd to Thonrits Grahartr,  designecl " of

Auchincas " in r ight of his u' i fc; :rud Is:rbel l l r ,  u'ho tt tarr iecl

on rzth N<.rvetrtber, r+r2, Gilbert Grierson, )roung'er <;f l - l tg.
'I'honrirs (irahzrnr of Auchencas \vas :rncestor of the Grahetnls

of Thornicl i .  At a much later clate the property passecl into

the hands of the fohnstones of Corehead, from tvhonl i t  u'ets

:rcquired in recent t inres by the father of the prescnt proprietor"

The zrttached pedigree of lhe Kirkpatr icks of that I lk,

n'hi lst explaining these notes, must only be considered as

tentart ive. N{aterial is yet lacking, and mav never come to

l ight, to establ ish al l  the part iculars satisfactori ly.

* Bain, I I I . ,  336.

t Bain, I I I . ,  1072.

f, Drunfluttrig Papcrs, p. 42.
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Ardwall Island and its Ancient Cross. 
By W. G. COLLINGWOOD and K. C. REID. 

In view of the recent discovery of an old cross on this 
island, it was deemed advisable to visit and examine the 
spot, in hopes of locating a burial ground o r  other relics. 
’I’hrough the kindness of 1,acly Ardwall, the proprietrix, this 
was accomplished. 

The island is the central one of a group of three rocky 
islets to the east of the mouth of the Fleet, lying close in to 
the shore opposite Knoclrbrex. I t  is thc largest of the three, 
and is accessible on foot a t  low tide. I t  is now uninhabited 
save for a cottage used as an occasional summer resort by a 
resident on the mainland. But in the past it has supported 
a fair population. Not more than 40 acres in extent, i t  was 
once divided into three holdings, of which the boundacy dykes 
and foundations of steadings can be traced. I t  even boasted 
of a licensed house, which did some business with the crews 
of vessels which used to lie up in the channel between the 
island and mainland. Of the other two islands, the one to the 
west of Ardwall island has never been inhabited. The island 
to the east was once inhabited, a lonely gable still standing 
as evidence of former habitation.” Neither of these two islands 
were inspected. 

On the landward side of Ardwall island is a narrow spit 
of sand amongst the rocks, the only natural landing place. 
Close to this one might expect to find a burying ground. 
€€ere the cross had been discovered lying on its side close to 
the dyke, where it  had obviously been thrown on one side. 
No sign of a burial ground could be found, though on the left 
just inside of the gate through which one enters on landing 
and beside the site where the cross had lain are vestiges of a 

* A local tradition states that the last occupant of the eastern 
He liad put by some money, and 

He was a glutton, 
When the walls of his house were up, 

He at once sat down 
But lie died of the 

island was the builder of the gable. 
decided to build a good cottage there for himself. 
with a failing for fresh fish. 
but the roof not on, he caught a fine 10 lb. cod. 
to a solitary meal and consumed the whole fish. 
effect, and the ruined gable still stands to testify to his glutto~ly. 
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small enclosure which may have been a burial ground. A 
little digging was done here in hopes of finding something30 
confirm the suggestion, but without avail. X steading had 
once stood a few yards off. For its erection the burial ground 
may have been pillaged just as in course of time the steading 
was  pulled down to form a dyke round the north side of the 
island. No  sign of mote o r  any other kind of earthwork 
was to be found on  the island. There are, however, interest- 
ing vestiges of a very different era. There a r e  several sub- 
terranean chambers, which had been used by smugglers two 
centuries o r  so ago. Local tradition asserts a Norse origin, 
and affirms that they were originally burial chambers, which 
in later times had been found to be convenient repositories for 
contraband. The  sites of five a re  still visible, and others a re  
reported to have been filled in and lost sight of. Only one 
is now capable of entry, and it was  investigated. Entrance 
is effected through a square, dry-built hole some two feet 
square. Directly below was a long cigar-shaped chamber 
cut ou t  of the solid rock, extending a t  least 10 feet in one  
direction, but blocked with debris a t  the other end. The  
chamber was six feet high by four feet wide. 

The  inside was rough-hewn by some instrument 
resembling a pick. The  entrance had formerly been closed 
by a boulder, and some pains had been taken to render the 
site unnoticeable. This was specially the case in a series of 
these chambers lying between the cottage and the spring on 
the south-eastern shore. Here the foundations of a n  old dyke 
were visible, embedded in which a t  intervals were boulders o f  
i i  most natural and unsuspicious appearance. Yet three of 
these boulders conceal chambers, two of which a re  now filled 
in and inaccessible, whilst the third will  soon be filled up  since 
it is used as the cottage ashpit. This series of chambers ran 
along the line of the dyke, and are  said to have communicated, 
though that is impossible to verify. 

I t  is possible that the chambers are of later date than thc 
dyke, for when a stone dyke stood there it would have been 
impossible to enter them. And as there seems no valid reason 
for attributing antiquity to the dyke, it may be that these 
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chambers were made specifically for the smuggling trade, by 
which they were undoubtedly used. Their position on an  
island within 300 yards of the mainland was ideal for the 
contraband trade, and no doubt the licensed house featured 
as  a blind to the Exciseman. 

At the same time it should not be lost sight of that some- 
what similar chambers, apparently sepulchral, are  recorded 
a t  Dunsinane fort-the only Scottish hill fort  associated with 
underground chambers. Within the circumvallation were 
found two underground chambers 20 feet in length, 6-8 fret 
Lvide, and 5-6 feet high, the extremities of which communi- 
cated with each other through two narrow passages 2 feet 
wide by 3 feet high. The  walls were dry-stone built, converg- 
ing from some 3 feet above the floor till the roof was spanned 
by flagstones laid across. Refuse of bones of animals and 
ashes implied habitation, but three human skeletons indicated 
burial. Perhaps a place of burial had later been used as a 
place of hiding. The  fort was a vitrified fort of the early 
Iron Age. Not until the Ardwall island chambers have been 
carefully excavated can any opinion be offered on their age. 
Such places have been made to serve many purposes in suc- 
ceeding ages. I t  is not a regular Viking structure, though 
the Norse are known to have used earth houses as hiding 
holes.” In the saga of Gisli, the soursop o r  outlaw,t  it is 
mentioned that “ Gisli was always in his earth housc nhcn 
strangers came to the isle,” a hiding place perhaps imitated 
from what the Norse had seen in Scotland. If, then, these 
Ardwall island chambers were not made for the smuggling 
trade, they inay be tentatively assigned to the period of the 
Dunsinane fort chambers. In the latter case the dyke n~ould 
be superimposed on the chambers, leaving, however, 
sufficient local recollection of their existence to enable the 
later day smugglers to locate and use them.: 

Half Only one tradition relating to the island was noted. 

* Artdrrson’s Iron A g e  of Scotland, p. 290. 
t Composed in 12th century, relating events, circa 960. 
Z It is impossible, of course, to date the dyke, but it cannot 

be left out of the problem, 
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a century or so ago a Belfast ship was wrecked off the coast. 
The captain’s wife was on board, and is believed to have 
concealed on her person the ship’s papers and all the available 
cash. The whole crew were drowned, and her body was 
left a t  l o ~ v  tide on the sands to the west of the island. Here 
she was found by Laurie Higgins, an Irishman, who livcd 
in poverty on the island. He  reported i t ,  and in due course 

the woman’s son came from Belfast to identify the body. 
To him were handed the ship’s papers. He  enquired where 
his mother’s rings were and the ship’s money. Higgins had 
seen neither, and suggested a search on the sands. There the 
rings were discovered by Higgins. Repute, too, said that he 
kneiv about the money. A t  least he no longer lived in poverty, 
he prospered, and presently acquired the public-house. 
Lauric Higgins met his end returning late one dark night 
across the \vater. Perhaps Laurie had visited a Gatehouse 
ba r ;  perhaps, a s  was rumoured, he had an enemy who had 
cast envious eyes upon the public-house. At any rate he was 
tlroivned, and the boat when recovered was found to have 
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had a plug removed from it. To this day the island as often 
a s  not is spoken of as Laurie's Isle. 

The  cross-slab found on  Ardwall Island, and noiv erected 
in the grounds of Ardwall House, where it u i l l  be in  safe 
kcrping, is apparently a n  esaniplc of t h c  series illustratecl by 
the ancient cross-slab in thc  Old Church of .ln\voth. 'iliis i <  
described and figured in these Tmmactiotzs,  3rd series, S . ,  
11. 2 2 9  and fig. 44, as " of about 1100 "; that is to say, 1;ttc 

clcvcntli or early tlvelfth century, and the reasons for $0 

dafing. it arc given in  the test. But thc Ardwall slab, though 
of the same cI;iss, can bc dated only very roughly, becauw 
its weathered condition gives no niorc t h a n  faint indications 
of its design, and it bears no ornament by which it  could bc 
more precisely classified. I t  measures about 34 inches long by 
io$ inches in width, too small to be the grave-cover of it full- 
sized grave  ; and yet many mediaeval grave-slabs a re  sinall. 
I t  may have been the headstone of a grave, which uould sug-  
gest that in its time there was some sort of chapel on thc 
island, as there have been on many such islands. And if thc 
chapel w'as of wood, it is useless now to look for its remains. 
But it is equally possible that there was no chapel or graveyard 
hur only this one  interment, perhaps of a shipvrcckcd pcrson 
or ot a hermit who lived on the island. 

19th March, 1926. 

Chairman-Mr R. C. REID. 

Two Pioneer Galloway Agriculturists - Robert Maxwell of 
Arkland and William Craik of Arbigland. 

By G. 11'. SHIRLEY. 

These two men, contemporaries (for Robert Jlax\vell 
was only some eight years older than 1Villiam Craik and  
preceded hini in commencing farming on  his own account 
by but threc though the latter outlived hini by thirty- 
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three years), emerge just at the cri t ical period in the

agriculture of this distr ict,  when practices centuries old

were to yield to newer methods. They identi f ied them-

selves rvith that movement and were more dist inguished

than any others in pronroting i t  and, although I know nothing

of agrictr l turc, I  hope, by let l ing these individuals speak for

thenrselves and special ists for the rest, to give sonle clear

idea of the rn'ork they accomplished, and so pay honour

where i t  is due.

Of the trvo, Craik u'as the practical farmer. He made

his experiments pay. But iVlaxrvel l ,  possessed of an ideal ism

and a devotion to public service, knerv better horv to serve

others than hinself.  
' fo 

his practical lcnowledge was added

a far-sighted vision, the objectiyes of rvhich were not to be

real isecl unti l  long after his day. He was bv nature a publ i-

cist and g'r i ter, an expert aclviser, too often unpaid, who

woulcl have al l  mcn l i l l  their f ields as u'el l  as he t i l led his.

In his cnthusiasm he propounded schemes and methods far

in aclvance of his t imc. I f  he cl id not originate-and no man

was more l ikely to havc done so-he u'as the l i fe and pivot

of thc f irst agricultural society in these isles, the progenitor

and ntodel of nrany more. He propoundecl a scheme for

training young men in agriculture on a suitable farm. FIe

advocatecl a course of University lectures. and u'hen hrs

patron died s'as not daunted, but del ivcred a course hinrself

rvi th private support only. Thus he anticipated our Agri-

cultural Colleges and University Chairs of Agriculture. \ 'et

his q'ork \ \ 'as less remembered than that of his practical

col league. He cl ied in obscurity in 1765, g'hi le craik, in

rZZ6, rvhen elected f irst president of the nervlv founcleC

,, Society for the Improvement of Agriculture " in the

South-west, was declared 
" the parent and patron of

spir i ted, regular, and elegant improvements in the art of

husbandry in this part of Scotland. " The ruined Arkland

they had apparently forgotten, but no\\r' I suppose, there

is l i t t le to choose between the dusty heaps of obl ivion to

rvhich the farming community has consigned them both.

Before proceeding rvith these biographical notes, let us
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get some idea of the agricultural condit ion of this part of

the country about the beginning of the rSth centur,v. f 'he

u'el l-known letter, dated 8th February, r8r r,  of John
\Iaxn'cl l  of N{unchcs, rvho u,as born in tTzo and remem-

bcrcd events occurring \n 1721, is valuable. I t  u'as in that

year that many Gallorvay proprietors enclosecl their grounds

to stock thern rvith black czrtt le and turned out their tenants,

thereby causing lvidespreacl distress rvhich culminated in

the r iot ing of the " Level lers. " These tenants " in

general,  " says Munches, " l ivcd very rneanly on kai l ,

groats, mil l<, g'raddon ground in qtterns turned by the hancl

and the grain dried in a pot, together rvi th a crock e\vc

now and then about Vlart inmas. In IZ2S potatoes

werc f irst introducecl into this Ster,r,artry b,v Wil l iam

Hyland. from lreland, rvho carr ied them on horses' backs

to Edinburgh, rvhcre he solcl them by pounds and ounces.

During these t inres, u'hen potatoes \\ ,ere not general ly

raised in the country, thcrc rvas for the rnost part a great

scarcitv of foocl,  bordering on fanrine; for, in the Stervartry

of Kirkcudbright zrnd county of l)urnfr ics, there \\ :as not

as much victual produced as \\ ' �as necessarv for supplying

the inhabitants, and the chief part of u'hat \ \ :AS requirecl

for that purpose 'was brought from the Sandbeds of Esk,

in  tumbl ing cars ,  on the \Vednesdays,  to  Dumfr ies ;  and

s,hen thc u'atcrs \ \ /erc high by reason of spates, ancl there

being no bridges, so that these cars could not come rvith

thc nreal, I  have seen the tradesmen's u' ives in the streets

of I)urnfr ies cr-ying, because there \\ 'AS none to be got.

.  
' l 'he 

procluce of the country, in general,  \ \ 'as grev

corn, and you rnig'ht have travel lcd fronr l)untfr ies to Kirk-

cuclbright, u'hich is trventy-seven miles, n' i thout seeing any

other grain except in a gentlentan's croft,  r ,vhich, in general,

produced bear or big, for one third part,  another third in

rvhitc oats, and the renraining third in grey oats. At that

period no rvheat rvas raised in the country; rvhat u'as used

u'as brought from Teviot, and i t  rvas bel ieved that the soi l

u'ould not produce s'heat. In these t imes catt le

\\ 'cre also verv lorv. I  renrember of being present at the

1 3 1
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tsridge-end of Dumfries in 1736, rvhen Anthony M'Kie of

Netherlarv sold five score of five-year-old Gallorn'ay cattle,
in  good conc l i t ion,  to  an Engl ishman at  / . ,  rzs  6d each;

and old Roltcrt Hall iday, u'ho n': ls tenant of a great part of

thc Preston estate, told nrc that he reckoned he could gr^ze

his  cat l lc  on h is  f : r rnrs  for  zs  6d a-he i td ;  that  is  to  say,  that

his rent corrcsponclecl to that sul l t .  I 'here s,:rs then

no l inre used for inrproving thc land. "

Nlunches then pays a compliment to Craik. saying he
" was iL nran of unc{)rnmon accornpl ishmentsr " :rncl that

u'hi le ferv proprietors concerned lhenrselves anent any of

the zrrt icles of husbandry exccpt blacl i  catt le, he " \ \ 'as

among' thc first that undertook t.o improve thc soil " ancl

brought sonrc of i t  "  to such perfect ion that I ,  on

rvalking over the surfzrce, sunk as i f  I  had trodden on ne\\,-

fa l len snow'  "1 ;  but ,  a l though Nlunches was r \ rk land 's

nephcrv, hc does not so nruch as rnention hinr. lo

So nruch for n'hat nret lhc e-vc, :rnd nos' for technical

detai ls rvhich u'e gather from Arl " l lssav " f i rst publ ishctl

in rTzz and reprinted by trIaxu'el l .z
" Husbanday," \ \ 'c are infornrecl,  " t i l l  of late \ \ /as en-

t irely manzrged in Scotland by the \rulgar, rvho l ike Nloles,

ran on bl indly in the Track their Fathers had made before

them. Their method rvas, dunging for a Crop of

Bear ,  a f ter  i t  tak ing a Crop of  Oats ,  and so on;  dunging

the onc Half of their Ar:rble every Year as long AS they

l ived. This is the Practice in the Northern Shires to this

Duy. Gentlemen of this Cotrntry ought to con-

sider, that this is sett ing two Farms to pay the Rent of

one. " \Ve learn from him that the f irst improvements were

making folds for cattle and sowing' peas, and that " some

of our Farmers in the South, f inding that Pease did not

prove good and sure Crops, have lately fallen into an

Improvement, I  mean Fallorving. " As a further improve-

a Rook of Oaarlattcroel;, v. I., p. 576
1rr ffi111pl1pst nrotlrer was, Illiz. 1\[axt'ell, elclcsf, dnughter of .Tnmes

I\faxwell of Arklancl, atrcl sister of Robcrt.
2 Practicol Husband)' !1, 'p. 338 rt seq.
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nrent on this hc :rdr. 'ocartes the sos' ing of lurnips, ancl re-

marks, ' '  I  n ( ial lon'ay t l rey have becn so\\. l l  f lor scveral

\-ears u' i th greit t  Success. .  
' l 'hc 

l t ight Honourzrblc

John Earl <lf  Stair u' :rs the f irst that introducecl the 1'urnip

Husbandry, besides nrany other valuable inrprovenrents,

ir-rto our Court lry." 
' I 'hc 

successitxr of crops " cvcl l  by thc

ntost l<nou' ing " \ \ 'as i t t  this t inrc fal lor,r ' ,  u'heat, pcerse,

barley, oats, zrnd frt l lou',  or fal lou,, oats, pcase, barley or

oats ,  and fer l los ' .

Nlaxwell  hinrsclf  describe s thc tradit ionzrl  nrethods.
" A lizrrnr is divided into rvhat is c:rllccl Croft and I'-ickl

[ , :rnds, and thcse are sub-cl ivided into l i 'al ls :  thc Croft Lanci

into four Fal ls and thc Ir icld Lancl into tu'<.r;  the Croft Land

is plow'ed three Years for so many Crops and rests onc;

the Field Land is plor.vcd three Years and l ies three. The

Fall  of Croft Land, after i t  has restcd i ts year, gcts u,hert

Dung fronr Catt le the I iarnr zrfforcls, and then Bear is tn:rclc

fronr th:rt  nerv Lcy, rvi th only tu'o bad Plor.vings, ztnd sonre-

l i r r res  but  onc;  [he f i rs t  not  unt i l  about  ' \p r i l . "
" ' I 'he Field Lancl gets neither l)ung, Lirnc or 

"I 'ai th-

ing, either r,r 'hcn i t  is lying or going, arnd must give three

Crops of Oats, though sorlre of thenr rvi l l  scarcely return

the Seed, and so Croft zttrd I i ield Lzrnds rt tust go their

Rounds, arnd havc <lonc scl frotn 
' I ' inrc 

imntetttoriul,  u' i thout

i tny nraterial Alterart ion, except iu a vcry fer.r '  Iustanccs. "S

]'he lancl \\;as, \\/e set: , rvholly unclraittctl exccpt by

Naturc, lrud hacl just bcgun to bc enclosctl .  Thc svstctrt  of

agriculture \\ ' l rs l i t t le cl i f ferent frottr lhrrt  t lescribcd in

Adanrnan's " Life of S. Colutrtba," thztt of the threc-f icld

systern in vogue botl-r in England nnd Sc<,rt land in the 6th

century. The only essential variat ion introduced by I Ioo

years' experience was thc custom of alternating grazing rvith

till:rge. Such 'tvas the conclition of husb:rnclry u'hen Max-

rvel l  and Craik corl tnrenced farnrinu, but one rnust not forget

another serious element that lVlaxwell so of ten inveighs

against " the Unski l fulness and Laziness of the Farmers,

3 Practical Husbandntun,, p, 369.
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their 
' l -enaciousness 

to detestable Custonrs, and the Sett led

Hatrcd to al l  Improvenrents ancl Inrprovers, rvhich makes

thenr indocile, and keeps thenr in Ignorance and Poverty. "
'l 'his 

is not the place in u'hich to recount the history of

agricultural l i terature, but because of his inf luence on both

our subjects \ \ 'e cannot pass by Jethro Tul l .  His work,
" Horse-hoeing Husbandry," publ ished in rZ3o-r, lvas the

first to discard and shorv the fal lacy of the deductive nrethod.
" A thoroughly experienced practiczrl ferrmer u'hose success-

ful methods, " says Nliddleton, " had dran'n rr idespread

attention to his Berkshire farrm his rernarks were

basecl on original observations, and i t  is clear that he did

not nrerely c<lpy opinions frotn scienti f ic treatises

(u'hich) must give hinr a forenrost placc anrong' the scientific

agriculturists, not only of thc r8th ccntury but of al l  t ime. "

l .  Robert Maxwell  of Arkland.

Robert Xlaxrvel l  \ \ ' : rs born rt t  , \r l i land, Kirkpatr ick-

l)urhanr, in 1695. He rvas the cldcst son of Janres \ ' Iaxr.r 'el l

of Arkland ancl Nlargaret, daug'htcr of Rober,t  Nei lson of

Barncai l l ie. After recciving " an cducutiou beconring his

ranl i ,  "  as we are infornred by 
' I 'hotnus 

Xlurray,4 he \\ 'as

bred a u'r i ter in Edinburgh ancl l ivcd sol l le t i rne in that ci ty

in thc pr<-rfession of the latu'.5 About thc yearr r7:3 he took

a lease of a farm on the esti t tc of Cl i f tonhall ,  near Edin-

l-rurgh, containing about r30 i lcres al l  arable, for four periods

of r9 years at a ntoney-rent of / .5o. Nlurray says he rvas
" pcrhaps the f irst person that had takcn ir  lease in this

country of any great duration or that aff trrded :rn etninent

example of ski l ful  practical f : trnring. " \ \r .  A. S. Hervin:;

says that " cluring thc f irst hir l f  of thc rSth century he pr<l-

bably did more than ;rnv other 1o introduce and encourag'e

nerv methods. "6 This clzr int,  for u'e knorv l i t t le of his rvork

at Cl i f tonhall ,  is basecl upon the n'ork l 'hich he did for the

Society of Improvers in the Knorvledge of Agriculture in

4 LiterarV History ol ()u,llowail, Znd. eclition, Edin., 1832, p. 1-69.
5 Op. cit., Preface, I'ii.
a Dict. of Nat. Biogro'ytltY.
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Scotland. I t  is probably only his nrodesty u'hich prevents
us :rssert ing th:rt  he u'as i ls originartor. Of i ts Prcsident,
Sir 

'l ' l 'ronras 
Hope of ltankeilor, to tvhour Edinburg'h ou'cl;

" thc r ich nrcadou's and plcasunt lvalks " made out of :r

nrorarss cal lecl Strzri ton's Loch, and no\\:  cal led " Hope

I)arl<," he rathcr guarclcdly u'r i tes " I I  hzts been nruch orving

to i \ l r  Hope of Ranlici lor, your I)rcses, that the Society u'as

cntcred into zrnd th:rt  the Slt ir i t  in i t  rose so high :rnd hath

been so long supportcd. " i \nd u'e errc equally lef t  ul ten-
l ightened in this volunte as lo u'ho i ts Secret:rrv u,:rs, though

it u'as nonc othcr than i \ laxu.cl l .? 
' l 'hc 

Socictv u'as founclcc!

in  Ec l inburgh on 8th  June,  t723,  and u 'e  have the : ru thor i t l '

o f  Professor  
' l ' .  

H.  N l idd le ton for  s la t ing that  i t  u 'as  "  thc
f irst associat ion 1o be fomred for thc express purfnse of

promoting agriculture. "8 Thc Societv at i ts f i rst nree t ing
agreed to nreet once in every fourteen days during the

tnonths o f  f  une,  . fu l -v ,  Novcnrber ,  I )ccenrber ,  January ,  : rnd

l"ebruary; to hrtvc four gencr:r l  nrectings every year, arnd an

annu:r l  general nrecting in lrebruary, the subscript ion being

:t crou'n at entry ancl a crown yearlv. 1'hey zrgreed that

their Counci l  of tu'ent,v-f ive should divicle i tself  in classes

to study dif ferent brzrnches and correspond u,i th the nrost

intcl l igent in al l  the dif ferent counties, and that fzrrmers zrnd
garrdeners rvho desired should bc reccived as menrbers grat is,

but their chief rcsolut ion was " I 'hzrt al l  Nlembers <lf  the

Society r.vho r,vant the Opinion of the Council concerning

their Farms or Grounds, shal l ,  ufxln sending to the Secre-

tzrrv the exact Situation and Nature of them, rvith Queries
concerning Part iculars, be ansrvered by the Counci l ,  ' lv i th-

out any Expense, except Postage. That i t  be recommended

to the said Persons, to return the Secretary a part icular

Account of the Success; and that this shal l  be immediately

inserted in the News-papers, to cert iorate al l  concerned. "

The Society must have sprung rapidly into favour.
" The number of i ts Members increased so nruch, that i t

ar.nounted to upwards of 3oo of the Flower of the Nation,

7 Practical Bee-llusta', titlc page.
s Blifis/l Associtttion Report, 7972, 1t. 721,
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u'hereof about 50 \\'erc Pticrs. "9 Of thcsc the Duke <-rf

. ' \ thole, besides consult ing u' i th other pcrsons of great dis-

t inct ion in fornring the plan antl  beginning t lrc rvork, t t tade

Acts for suppressing frauds in thc u'eaving and bleaching

<-rf l incn cloth, the Duke of Hanri l ton proposed res<l lut i<lns

rugzrinst buying foreign l inen and drinking foreign spir i ts;

John thc znd I lar l  of Stair,  at Castle I icnnedy and ett Nerv-

l iston, nr:rde inrprovcnrcnts in the use <-rf lucern i tnd satnf ioin,

:rnd introcluced turnip, c:rbbagc, ancl carrot husbandry by

thc plough. He set up et linert nranufactory and shor.ved

that the Gzrl loway hi l ls could r i t isc bctter crtt t le than even the

l-othians ancl Fife ;  thc Earl of Hopctouu " i tr tproved both

on thc Surfzrce zrnd rvithin thc Bou'els of thc Earth " 
;  t l te Eatr l

of I lay experinrented on tnossl:rnds, succeeding in producing

good corn and grass upon rvhat u' i ts thought u'orthless, and

introduced " t l te Arnerican :tnd B:r lnr of Gilead Firs, the

Larix and olhcr uscful plants," i t txl  obtained att i tppropria-

t ion of pul; l ic funcls for the cltcouritgcntcnt of f ishcries antl

nranufacturcs, ' '  l l 'hicl t  is the q re l t tcsl nal ioual [ ioocl that

has becn donc th is  Clount rv  thcse l r t t r rc l rc t l  \ -c l t rs  pas l , "  l t l td

ernrong i ts tr tctnl lcrs, rvhich r i l l t  to s() l l tc +oo, \ \ 'c t lote t lrc

nelnrcs of Alexzrnclcr Bosu'el l ,  yortuger, of . \uchenlccl<, Jzttrtes
Burnet  o f  N lonboddo,  S i r  John Clcr l<  o [  I 'enn icu ik ,  1 \ I r

Chzrr lcs  Ares l i ine o f  
' l ' iuu ' l t ld ,  

l )unc: tn  l ;orbcs o f  Cul lodon,

I )zr l r i r :k  Hcron of  F lcron,  : rnd i \ l r  Hcrou of  Barga l l ic ,  I \ l r

\V i l l ianr  Har t r i l ton,  nra thentat ic ia t l  in  Per th ,  XI r  Col in  Mac-

l i- turin, profcssor of ntathcrtnlt t ics in I icl inburUh, zrnd Robcrt

Ric lc lc l l  o f  ( i lenr id t le l l .  Enqui r ics  ca l l1c  f ro tn  a l l  p l t r ts  o f

lhe count ry  and t lpot t  z t l l  sub jcc ts ,  ar rc l : r l l  thcsc scc l l l  e i ther

t<,r hu.i ,e becn dezrl t  r ,vi th by N{ztxtvcl l  hinlsclf  u' i th the approval

of his Counci l  or to have been submitted to his opinion.

The subjects m:rinly dealt rvi th rvere the draining of boggv

l1ncl,  such as the I-ochar \{oss (a 'subject on n'hich Mr

Pcter  R: re  o f  K i r l<connc l  cont r ibuted a le t ter ) ,  the use of

ntzrrl ancl linre, thc effects of seats'eed as manurer the culti-

vation of potatoes, hops, sanfoin and f lax and hemp, the

s Tltc Practi'cal' Tarmer, p. 382.
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fccding of catt le, and the enrployment of steeps for corn,

thc advzrntages of enclosing, the mzrnufacture and dyeing of

l inen, the protection of f isheries, and the improving of

rr l r iskl '  dist i l lat ion. Neu' methods u'hich the Society advo-
,:rrt .( l  \ \ 'ere the adoption of the Rotheran pl 'ough designed

ro be drau'n by trvo horses, the elficacy and mode of burning

t ' l :rv or sub-soi l ,  zr method u'hich the Earl of Hali fax im-

Jrarted to Lord Cathc:rrt ;  the cutt ing and planting of seed

lx)tatoes; the need for enclosing arable lands-and above

:r l l .  the introduction of root crops to complete the circle of

rotation. It rvas largely due to the activities of the Societv

that the Scots farmers rvho rvere almost the last to take kindl.y

to bare-fallorving \\'ere among the first and readiest to dis-

place the practice by manuring and root-grorving.lo Among

thc contr ibutions is a local one by lVIr Heron of Bargal ly, lr
" in rvhose gardens " Maxwell  tel ls us " there is a great

\/ariety of Curiosities to be observed. " 'I'his 
advocates the

p lant ing o f  l 'hat  Heron ca l ls  "  the o ld  Roman Cyt isus, "

u'hich he bel ieves " to be the small  bastard Cinna," and which
" f :r t tens al l  sorts of catt le to a Wonder. " There is also a

contr ibution by the celebrated N{r Tul l ,  advocating the

I)octr ine of Pulveration, rvhich N{axu'el l  cal ls the " Doctr ine

of  Doct r ines in  Husbandry . "Nz Ear ly  in  i ts  career  in  r7z4

the Society pubtished a volume rvri t ten in " a famil iar Sti le,

such as the country farmers might easi ly understand " on

fal lon' ing, and sou' ing grass seeds, f lax, and hemp, of u'hich

I have never seen a copy,13 but rvhich NIaxu'el l  part ly wrote

and probably edited.

In t739 the Society for Propagating Christ ian Knorv-

lcclge in Scotlancl,  establ ished in r7a9, having obtained a

scconcl charter enabling i t  to lay out part of i ts funds in

10 Stephen's Book of the Xarrn, 4th ecl., v. III., p- 44.

lL Transaetions of th,e 9oc, of lrn'gtt in the Knowledge of Agri'
cttlture, p. 174.

L2 Praetiaal Farnter, p. 252.
13 A Treatise eonaernin,g tlrc Manner of Fallotuin,g of Grott'nd,

bq the, Soaiet'g for Improuin.g the Knowledge oj Aglrietilt,ure, Edin.,
7724,
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training lads in agriculture, l\{axu'ell laid before it a
" N{emorial " in rvhich he proposed that if the Society rvould

give him the loan of at least dzoo for five years without

interest he rvould take yearly four to six young men above r6

years of age from the Society's schools and instruct thenr in

agriculture for threc or four years at d: per annum, inclt t-

sive of bed and board.

We learn from this " \4emorial " that his house had

been burned down, rvhich was occasioned by dressing l int,

and that the Earl of Stair had bui l t  a l int mil l  u' i thin a mile

of the farm, u'hich enabled him again to grow f lax, and that

he proposed to grow on his farm rvheat, peas' barley, g'rass'

l lax, turnips, cabbages, potatoes, parsnips, carrots, and to

have milch cows, sheep, and horses. To indicate the state

of  agr icu l ture ,  we may note that  the S.P.C.K.  asked h im

what he rvas going to do r,vith the roots and herbs grorvn, to

u'hich he repl ied that besides table use they were good fodder,

and described how they nright be preserved by pit t ing, hc

hav ing eaten "  cabbages,  sweet  and tenc lcr ,  in  Apr i l ,  in  thc

f : rmous N{r  Heron o[  Barga l lv 's  House."

f 'he Soc ie ty  o f  Improvers '  to  t t 'hont  thc  S.P.C.K.  h : rd

referred the n-ratter, in support ing N{axu'el l 's " Nlemorial "

and giving their approval to his scheme, urged " that i t  g'as

vcry useful and practicablc," and " \ \ 'e are ful ly convincetl

that N,[r Nlaxrvel l  is not only capable, being in the Practise

of the greatest Part of such Husbandry, but rvi l l  prove di l i -

gent in such an Undertaking, he having on several Occasions

c l iscovcred h is  , \b i l i t ies  to .us,  and h is  ,Suf l ic icncy to  executc

a l l  the Purposes nrent ionec l  in  the \ [cmor i i t ls .  "  Thc schemc

dic l  not  come to  f ru i t ion,  the S.P.C.K.  in for rn ing h im "  that

lhey u,ere resolved to encourage the l)esign, but that Diff i -

cult ies \\ 'cre in the way, rvhich required 
' I ' inre 

to remove. "

' lhus 
the S.P.C.K.  los t  the honour  o f  es tab l ish ing the f i rs t

Agricultural College, and N{axrvel l 's dis:rplxr intment \ \ ' i ts no

cloubt bit ter.

ln t74z the Society of Improvers, \ \ 'hen in i ts tn'cntieth

I 'ear and already on the \\ 'ane, commissioned Nlaxrvel l  to edit
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i ts  "  Transact ions.  " l4  I t  is  a  vo lume of  458 pp. ,  rv i th  an

i l luslr;r t ion of the l{otheran plough, and consists of a precis

of thc rninutes giving a history of the Society and a repre-

sent:rt ivc col lect ion of the queries subnrit ted, rvi th the Society's

repl ics, of rccipes received and contr ibutions by members.
' l 'he 

Society returned " Nlr Nlaxu'el l  their hearty and sincere

thanks for the valuable Perforn-rance; desir ing he may insert

this thcir Approbation in the Nerves-papers when he adver-

t ises the Book. " Maxrvel l  apparently benefi ted by the sales

of the book. Elsewhere in their minutes they state'-" \ ,{ ,rg

have hcard him speak to most of the dif ferent Parts of Hus-

banclr-v. He has wrote not a l i t t le of u'hat has been laid before

us, and he merits i t  to have i t  said of him that his Knowledge

of Soi l ,  and of the dif ferent Nlethods of improving i t ,  is ex-

tensive, and his Sentiments just. "15

In the dedication of this volume he rvri tes ;- ' (  Jf is Crown

names Professors, and gives them Salaries : Which of them

can be more useful to the Publick, than a Professor of Agri-

culture might be? or a General Inspector of Improvements,

rvho should be obl iged to report annually the Husbandry of

each County, that Errors might be knorvn and rectified. "

This idea, which he doubtless drerv from Columella, whom he

quotes on this matter,t6 continued in his mind for nrany years.

I{e urged the Society to address :t memorial to the King.

14 Sor,nct TnlNs,tctlioNs / Of the Honourablc / The Society of

rmprovers / rn tlre Knowledge of / AcnrcuLTURE in / sCorr,eNn. /
Directing ilre Husbandry of the different soils for / tlte most profit-

able Purposes, ancl containing I other Directions, Receipts, ancl

Descriptions. / Together.rvith an Account of the society's Endea- /
vours to promote onr M.tl.unACTUREs. flinc] Prcpared for the Press by

Robcrt Maxwcll of Arktund, a / Member of the society, ancl reyised

by ilre Preses ancl a com- / mittee appointecl for that End,. / [line]
4 lines quotation from Mem. Socr. ancl two lines from Columell /
pine] Eclinburgh: / Printecl by Sands, Brymer, Murray ancl

Cochrane. / Sokl by l\[ess. Paton, Symmer and Gordon, Hamilton ancl
Balfour, Sancls, Kincaid ancl Drummond. L743, / 8vo., pp. xxx.
plus 457 plus 1, with plate of tlte Rotheran plough, 4/- stitchecl,
5/- calf bound.

15 Transacti,otrs, p. 261.
16 The Practical Bee-Master, p. vi,
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" You arer" he wrote, " a great body of loyal subjects and
general ly of great Dist inct ion, and I humbly think upon a
proper Application to His Majesty you could not fai l  to have

suff icient Inf luence to get such a Professor or Inspector

named or both. " ' l 'u 'o 
years laler, hon'ever, occtrrrecl the

'4S. I t  took i ts tol l  of the ,Sor: ietv. \ [ost of i ts rnenrbers

took the advice of Duncan Forbes and held by the l i ing, but

the Duke of Perth, Lords Cronrarty, Balnrerino and Lovat

fol lou'ed Prince Charl ie. The Societv, hou.ever, continucd

in existence. Maxrvel l  in r756 said : " Tho' the Society u'hiclr

flourished for more than trventy years be norv declining, by

the l)eath of near al l  the Founders, except Nlr Hopc of Ran-

kei lor yet a large Number of benevolent ancl

beneficient Noblemen and Gentlenren have founded another

Society cal led The Edinburgh Society for Encouragement of

Arts, Sciences, Nlanufactures and Agriculture, which is

prospering, and I hope u'ill do much good. " Whether NIax-

n'el l  was a menrber of the Edinburgh Society I  do not knou',17

but in 1756 he competed for:r prenriunt offered for thc best

art icles " on vyhich a Lease of Lands rnay be extended rvherebv

the Ground nray be laboured to the Aclvantage of the'I 'enant

and rvithout Prejudice to the rnaster. " One of the objects of

the Society of Improvers was to pronrote local societies to

undertake similar work. I t  soon found imitators. Buchan

establ ished an Agricultural Society in r73o, Dublin fol lou'ecl

su i t  in  r73r ,  East  Loth ian in  1236,  but  i t  was rTT6beforc  the

South-Western counties founded one under the agis of

Wil l iam Craik, and r8o9 before the Sten'artrv18 fol lorved i ts

example.

Other affairs had occurred to distract N'{axrvel l 's atten-

t ion from the Society of Improvers. ln rJ4\ he succeeded on

his father's death to the estate of Arkland. Whether i t  enl-

barrassed him we do not know, but things did not go rvell

with him at this t ime : i t  is probable that he had not had

suff icient t ime to recover his outlays on the improvements

u'hich he had made at Cl i f tonhall ,  u'hich rvas entirelv un-

1? Murray says he wns.
ts Murray, Lit .  Eist, ,  p. 176,
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cnclosed u,'hen he entered it. At any rate, at sollre tinte prior t<,1

nlay, r74Z, hc hatd t<l surrender the lease, f<lr in the lvinter of

L7+6-7 rve glean from an'( Advert isement "19 that the erst-

u, 'hi le Lady of Arkland had zr shop " betwixt James's and

W:rrdr<-rp's Courts in the North-side of the Lawn-Market of

lidinburgh, " lvhere Nlaxrvell " u'ill most probably be found or

lctters nray be left  for him. " As for himself ,  
"  N'Ir Maxwell  has

bccn enrployed by Noblenren and Gentlenren, to survey and

plot their Estates or Parts thereof, ancl to give his Opinion con-

cerning the Improvement of the several soi ls, and so far

as he knorvs, having given ful l  Satisfact ion to his Employers I
these etre t<-r give notice that he is resolved to serve rvhen

c:r l lcd ulrcn for any of thcse Purposes. " He also advert ises

thart " he is often applied to by Gentlenren, to f ind them out
' fenants 

or ski l led lzrbouring Scrvants, and by Farnrers to let

thcnr knolr', rvhcre inrprovcetblc Farrls etre to bc sct, " and he

at:cordingly offcrs to receivc rcports und inquir ies zrnd tt-r func-

t ion as lancl agency aud eurplol ' tr tcnt exch:rnge-surely an

cirr lv instance of thesc.

Prior to NIay, V47, he publishecl the l i t t le volunle con-

t i t ining the above advert isement. He had not previously

u'r i t ten on i ts subject. I t  is enti t led, " The Practical

Bee-NIaster,"n and shows Maxwell  at his l i terary best. The

:tuthor declarcs that in his rvork " the Managetnent of Bees

. is Step by Step, and on al l  probable Occurrences, better

19 Pt'u,cticu,l, Ilcc-Mastcr, 1tp. 7-8.
ztl lrlrc / Pru,ctictr,l Bec-tr[u,ster: / or, A / Tnurrsn' ,/ Wherein

tlrc Matutgernt'nt of BOnS, both in / conrmon llivt's, and in tlrc Colony
Way, rvith - / out Killing them for their Honey is, Stcp by / Step,

and on all probable Occurrenees, better / and' more particularly

dirccted, / tlran in any Book hitherto publislrecl. / fline] / By

ll,onnnt l\flxwnr,t, <tf Arklu,nd,, a Member'of , / ancl Secretary to, thc

llorrourablc, tlrc Socicty of lntprovers in tlrc Ktrowlctlgc of Aen,t-

cur,runlt ir Scot|u,rttl / ll\ne) / fir'c litrt's tluot from Virgil / llital /
Hdirrburgb / l'rintcd b.l' Il,obr:rt Drurnrnoncl, antl Sold by the / Ilook'
sellels itt tr)dirtburglt., urrl otlrer T<-rwnsl atrcl at / Mns MAxwtrlLL's
Slrtrlr, betlvixt Jtr,me,s 's and ll/ ar- / clrop's Courts, in the Lawn'
Morket of Drlirtbrtrgh,'wlrt're / tlte Author ma) be found, or Letters to
hinr ruav bc tlircctecl. rrDccxlvrt., Sur. 8vo., viii. plus 138.
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and nrore part icularly directed, than in any Book hitherto pub-

I ished. " He states that " I t  is rvi thout d<lubt the Fault of

the other B<loks upon this Subject spend too tnuch of the

readers' t ime; bcing srvel led rvith the Speculat ive Part which

enhances their Price, und give too ferv, and too general

I)irections ; b<lth u'hich Errors I have endeatv<-rured to :rvoid

in this small  Treatise that i t  mery be nrore genererl ly useful an<l

become the Property of the meanest Sort,  on a smzrl l  ex-

pense."21 Al though Dr .  Joseph Warder ,  e tu thor  o f  " ' l ' l t t :

T ' rue Ant t t i t )ns , "  1693,  r7 t3 ,  1722,  &c. ,  had d issected l lee: ;

and alnrost correctly determined the sex of the various types,

Nlaxrvel l  was unable to accept the results <lf  his experiments,

f<-rr in these days it was still grssible to prolxtund an argutlrent

in the follorving nlanner as Nlaxrvell does to the Rev. John
Thorley, r l 'ho $'rote in his M el l izolo giu, or F entule

XIottLtrclty, r244, that he could not f incl etny mlt les i t t l tong

the bees :-( '  I)oes the Clergvnran doubt that :r l l  l iv ing

creatures were createcl utale and fenr:r le ? I)oes he doubt that

the Males and Fenrales of al l  l iv ing Creatures \\rere preserved

in the Ark ? If they \\:ere I u,'ish he h:td toltl us rvhat has

destroyed al l  X'Iale Bees sincc. " \{ :rxrvel l ,  u'hi le contending

that the chief bee is a king because " that is the most natural

kind " of government, does, hor,vever, strictly limit the
" speculat ive part,  " and gives a clear, succinct and detai led

account of the husbandry of bees, and though unable to advo-

cate the new " colony " method, rvhich avoided killing the

bees r,vhen taking the honey, he, u' i th exceptional breadtl t  of

mind, quotes three ntethods in usc. He adapted his language,

he says, to the me:tnest c:rpzrcity, studiecl to use few words

and printed in a small  type that his bool< nright be comprised

in a ferv sheets and sold at a low price. He intended it for

the poor and unlearned, and the consequence is that i t  can

be read to-day tvi th pleasure in i ts easy, clear, and simple

phrasing, n,hich is not l :rcking also in qu:r intncss. His clainl

may be correct that i t  is the f irst g;pular practical rnanual on

the subject,* and this intention again displays the ideal ist

21 p. 63.
'* Tlre first English book on betrs was Thomas Hill's A Profitable

Instru,ction, 1586.
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e:rg.er to serve ntarnkind. I t  w'ent into a second edit ion in

LZSo. 
' I 'he 

book is decl icated to his patron, the Earl of Stair,

ancl nrust have been issued before Nlay, 1717, because on the

9th of lhat rtronth the victor of Dett ingen died. Nlaxrvel l 's

strongest hopes perishcd rvith him.

ln t74g he became insolvent, and at the instance of his

creditors his ancestral estate was sold on 9th January, 1750,

t<r John Coltart of Arceming for drcr3o4 Scots. 
' fhe

" ; \clvert isenrcnt " i tbove quoted is repeated in the znd edit ion

of " ' l 'he 
Bee-Nlatster, " so presuurztbly he continued the s:t tne

nrode of l i fe. He had also i tnn<-runced there that he intended

issuing a second edit ion of the " Select Transactionsr " en-

lzrrged, and, i f  successful,  to offer " another tract upon the

subjcct of husbarndty. " - I 'his 
last nrl ty be his " Letter to the

Clergy of Scotlzrnd, concerning the Improvetnent of their

( i lcbcs, "w in ' lvhich he prcsunlcd to prezrch the cloctr ine <-rf

pulverlttit-ul " to the u,-holc Revercnd Brethren <-rf the Church

of Scotland, eten from the Holy Bible."

In the rvinter o,f ry56-7 he delivered in Eclinburgh a course

of lcctures on agriculture " at the desire of several Gentle-

men. " How great the loss of the Earl of Stair rvas to hinl

ancl agriculture may be gathered from his remark '-( '  Had

this great and good NIan l ived a l i t t le longer, I  know (fronr

lvh:rt hc generously, rvithout asking, said to nte, at few N{onths

before his Death) that I  would not have been lecturing last

Winter at Edinburgh on Agriculture, encourag'ed by indi-

viduals only. "23 He wers st i l l  thinking of the Professorship

of Agriculture, but he did so despair ingly :-" There is not,

or perhaps never may be in our Time, a College of Husbandry

establ ished by Authority. " Of the lectures themselves W. A.

S. Heu'ins notes that they were " probably the first of the

kind del ivered in Great Bri tain. " Trvo of his lectures he pub-

l islred in 1757,. in his next r,vork, " ' Ihe 
Practical Husband-

Praatical Eusbantl 'ntan, P. 253.

Op. cit., 247.
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man."24 This u'as an excel lent l i t le, but the volurue ntust

have been disappoint ing to his pit trous. I t  consists nrainly

of a selection fronr the contents of the " Sclect 
'I'ransactions, "

the addit ional nratter being of the same miscel laneous

character. I t  is, in fact, only the second edit ion enlarged,

which he had pronrised ten years previously. His chief nerv

proposal is a nrethod by rvhich the farnrers who will not yielcl

to reason and relinquish the ways of their forefztthers utaty be

bound in their leases to curry out nerv nrcthods. The nrethocls

are described in a most vigorous essity, " Concerning the

I{egulat ion ancl Inrprovertrenl of a Grcit t  Estate. "25 He givcs

er l ively sl ietch of the <-rrdinary progrcss of a country lad frott t

herd boy to fartner u'ho practises " shameful :rnd destructive

husbandry. "

A note of qucrulousltcss bcgins, hott 'cvcr, to creep in.

His  h igh hopcs i t re  not  to  be rea l iscc l .  I1  contes ou l  in  h is

rem:rr l is on the atu'urcl of the I idinburgh Sociely for the cssay

on leases;  he an imadvcr ts  : r lso  on thc t r ruduct  o f  the S.P.C.K.

in  break ing i ts  protn ises,  asser t ing that  h : t t l  thcy adopled h is

schente for grorving rtxrt-Crops they urlulcl  l r i tve prcvctr lecl

the fanrine of 1756, :rnd he ag;logises for ztny " tart l lcss "

in his language in vierv of the inrportetnce of his subject and

the evident benevolence of his inlcnti t lns.

l 'his v<-r lunre appcars t<t bc thc lasl ctf  his publ ic act ivi t ies.

He died at Renfrew on rTth NI:ry, 1765. f i ront his ntetnoir by

Thonras Nlurray, rvho, u,r i t ing in t9t,z, had probably infor-

mzrt ion fronr sonte of his fztnri ly, ' rve dri t tv our concluding

paragraph : " He h:rd becn nt:trr icd; his rvi fe u'as N{argaret

iVfontgornery, daughter of I l r t i l ie Nlontgonrcry, of Edinburgh,

but whether she survived her husbzrnd rn'e are not told, though

zr The / Pructical Husbatrr lnnn: /  bt ing i t  /  Llot lr :crrt lN / of /
nf istel laneous Papcrs / ott  /  Hussnxln\-,  &c. l l ine] , / .By Robert

Maxwell, Esq. / of Arklancl / lline | / rluotatiorts frorrr Oicero,
Columtll, arrd Dodsley r),r Agric'rtll,urc' / ltrvo lint'sl ,/ Ettinburgh'
Printefl by C. Wriglrt antl Cornpanv, fo1 tfic Autlror: ,/ list of book-
sellers fsix lines] t\rDCCr,vIr / 8vo., 1ip. xii. plus 432 plus 6 and plate

of Rotheran plough.

25 Practi ,cal Husbau,d'nrun, 1t,  365.
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i t  is probable he \\ .as a n' idou'cr at lhe t inlc of his deatth, :rs

that event tool< placc in lhc house o[ onc o[ his t l i -r .ughtcrs.

His fartr i ly consisted of six daughtcrs, of u' l tottr r \ l i t rgitrct,

the eldest, \ \ 'as ntarr ied tg Xlr Hanri l ton oI Nlonl i land ; Li l l ias

to Xlr \ \ 'er l lace of Citrziclcl  ;  Barbaret to Jatrtcs l i ing, Etq.,

collector <.rf cess for thc ccrttnty t-rf l{enflrcu' (in u'hosc house

NIr Nlaxu'el l  cl iecl);  Catthcrine to ^\Ir John Perrl iu, surgeon in

Glasgorv. His tu'o other daughtcrs died unnt:trr ied. His

grandson, Wil l izrm Httnt i l t<-rn, Esc1., Bri t ish Consul att

Boulogne, is the l incal representative of the fanl i ly- "26

" Muyr" to quote hint again, " thc Nlcri t  of thc l)catl

t re  : r l rvavs fa i th fu l ly  recordcd in  His torv ,  lh i t t  Honour  i tu t l

Praise tnzry be paid to t lreir Nlenrories lry al l  succecding

(ienera t ions. '  '27

I t .  Wi l l iam Cra ik  o f  Arb ig land.

I  zrnr indebtecl to l \ [rs Sten,art ol Shltnrbcl l ic f<.rr shon ir lg

nre thc tnaterial I  havc to lay before you on \\ I i l l iar lr  Crai l<.

I1 consists <tf 1rv<.r lettcrs by Flelen Crit i l i ,  his only surviviug

chi ld, n'hich :rppeitrcd in 7'1rc F'u,rnrers'  tr Iugusina tor r8rr.

Her glet ical endeavours, fr iendship u' i th Bums, attd perrt in

an obscure tr i tgedy lve httve becn mzrcle fanl i l i i t r  u' i th by l)r.

(ieorge Neilson ztnd I'rovost ,\rnott. 
'l ' l 'rere 

ltre cr()nlrillulions

Ir lso frotn Jit t . t tcs ( ir icrson of l) : t lgoncr i tnd Gilbcrt Burns,
" brgthcr to the celt :br;rted l{obcrt Bttrns, " t t 'ho col lectet l  :r t  thc

c<l i tor 's rcquest " a largc body of inforr lratt iou concernit lg \ l r

Cr:r i l< frottr l t is nurttcrous lr icnt ls in t .hc Counly of l)url l fr ies

:rnd .Slcn'ztrtry of Kirkcudbright. " ' l 'hcsc 
:tccottnts l trc not

verv u,c: l l ,  nor chronol<-rgical lY, Put together, ztnd there is tuuch

rcpetition. lior thc sake t-rf brr:vity I prog;se to u.'cl<l thcnl

al l  in one rvith Helen Craik's natrrat ive, cl ist inguishing the

s<-rurces by capti<-lns.* I  trust nothing pcrt inent has bcen

ornit ted.

zo l lurray's I ' i terury History of ( lul l<ttctLy, lJlr t l  trd.r 1839r t t .  17-t.

27 1' l to Pructi t :u, l  IJec:-Mustet ' '  p. 116.
* H.C. 1 and 2 a,re by Helen Craik; I'.M. is thc eclitor of the

I,'urnrcr's Mo,.qaaine, wlto set'ntingly put together Gilbert Burnsts tlon-

tr ibutionsl and J.G., Janres Llr iet 'son.
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Letters :  NIiss Craik to J:t tr les Grierson, Etq., dated

l i l imby,  r3 th  Apr i l ,  r8ro ,  : rnd t \ [ : ry ,  r8 to .

E'c'  1'  As the sole ancl lzrst survivor o[ Iny nanre artd family, I

c;rnnot but feel grat i f ied by your kind and t lattering attentiou

to thc preservation of nry fztther's nrettlory as an agricul-

turi t l ist.  Accept, then, Sir,  nly thanks gn this occasion. The

honour you confer upx;n hinr nrust rellect barck ug)n yourself ;

since you alone, of al l  his once nurnerous fr iends ancl etcquaint '

ar lccs. have ende:rv<,rurcd to savc frotn obl ivion those cxert ions

for his countr ie's intproventcnt, u'hich, i t  cannot bc denied,

laicl  the f irst foundation for rnuch subsequent advantarge and

prosperity.

I am trul,v concerne<I, hog'ever, to .dd, thitt zrfter a

nrinute exzrnrinzrtion of every rvrilten nremori:rl connected with

fortncr dzrys, no\v in my possession, aided by the utnrost

efforts of rccol lect ion ir lso on lhc topic y<-ru nrcntion scarcelv

any c i rcunrs tuncc u 'or th  conrnrun icut ing hats  proved the resu l t

of nrv labour. \Vhat h:rs <-rccurred, ner.erlhcless, is at your

H.C.2.5s11, lgg-but  the fz rc t  is ,  thc  fe l l rz r le  pat r t  o f  h is  fan l i ly  \ \ 'e re

ncver pcrnri t tecl to interferc, in thc srnit l lcst clegree, s' i th

those occupati t-rns and pursuits, lvhich hc c<lnsidered :rs more

p:rrt icularly his own. The naturatl  consequence \\ ' i lsr we were

l<ept in total ign<lrzrnce of every trzrnsaction that cetltlc under

his prohibited clcnomination. Nevertheless, sonle of your

qucstions I feel conlpetent to zrnsrver; and as i t  seenls nlore

the minutiae of lvhzrt ntay prove connected r,r ' i th his publ ic

th : rn  h is  pr iv l r te  l i fe  rvh ich you u ' ish to  obta in ,  there cer ta in ly

can be no inclel icacy attachecl to thc vcr,v obl iging sol ici tude

expressed on that subject.

Our family is original l l '  6f English extraction. There is

a Sir John de Creke buried in the churchyard of Westley

\Vlterless, in Canrbridgeshire, rvho died in the reign of

I}f tvard II I . ;  but <-rt tr  brzrnch can' le fronl Creke Castle,

situzttcd betrvcen Bcverley arrd the city of York, u'here (though

in the ever-changing cr()urse of hunran affairs, Some tr i f l ing

variat ion in the spel l ing of the name has taken place) the

familY st i l l  exists.
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' l 'he 
f irst person bezrr ing the :tppel lett ion,* u'ho s'as sett led

in Scotlzrnd sotnc t i tne in the sixteenth century, \ \-zrs r l ly

father's greal-grczrl-gri tndfzrthcr; he held thc rank of captzrin

in a reginrent quarlcrcd in l)urtrfr ies, arncl there nrtrr ied : l

\\'onreln suflicientl,v entlo'u'etl u'ith thc g<-rocl things c,f tfi<-'se

dzrys, to bc cl ist inguishcd by thc t i t lc of " i tn Heiress. "

What this gentlett tatn's sol l  \ \ :as I l inor,r '  not; but his

grandson tvas grttndf:rthcr to yollr dece:rsed arcqultintatlce.

Hci '  prarr iecl t f ic d2ughter of , \dlt l l  Nltpicr, thc youngest sou

of thc fatnous N:tpier of Nlerchiston, ztnd rcprcscntcd ft- lr  sotr le

t inrc the t<tu'n of l)umfries, in thc Scotch Pitr l i : tment before

thc Linion. I  bel ievc his netnlc u'ets Wil l ianr. He lcft  tu'<-r

SOns. Adarnt,]  the eldest, 1'zts f : t thcr t<l t t l tne- He sttcceedecl

1o the esta te  o f  Arb ig lapd.  
' I 'he 

o ther ,  JohnS (unc lc  tg  tny

fzrther), wzrs, I  think, grandfatther to the late NIrs \-oung of

\-oungfield, :rnd had Stcrvarton sett lcd upon hir lr  by his father

zrs second solt 's lxrrt ion. I f  I  anr nlrt  t l r istal ien, i t  u'as this

John Craik of Steu'arton u'ho joined u' i th an :rnccstor of Sir

Robert Lawric's family in purchasing erl l  the land they could

possibly get hold of ;  in consequence of lyhich, a conl lnon

expression in thcir neighbourhood was, " Ciod keep us from

John Craik and Robert Lawrie !"

Ster,varton certerinly fornred p:rrt of the Sc<ltch estate,

but I cannot cztll to ntind horv nry father canle to have erny-

thing to do rvith i t  or i ts rents; i t  could not, horvever, be on

his own account. l l  His maternal grandfather and grand-

* Tlrere werc craiks, ho.wevt'r, in Dumfries ancl Glencairn at thc

bcgirrning of the 16th century. Sec Atlams's History of the Dotrgllu's

tr'u,mily, p. 278 et ser1. Etl.
i williarn craik, son of John craik, bailie of Durnfries, alrd

Isobel Young, u'as serveal lteir 1st February, 16371 married in 1655

Annc Napier, daughter of Adam Napier, brother to Lorcl Merchiston I
provost of Dumfries, 1674-8, 1679-80, 1688-901 member of L)arl ia-

nrent, 1678-81; aequiretl Arbiglancl in 1679. Diect 1st April, 1697.

d Servt 'cl  hcir 31st Ma.v, 16991 tuarr i t 'd 16tlr  [ Icbruirr ' ; ' ,  1701, Mrs
Mariorr Canrpbcll. Dcatl by 8th l)cccmbcr, 1748.

$ An error for Willi:rnr. He rtrarrietl Mrs Gtizz.,L Wallace of
Duclrrac, and his grand-daughter, Grtzzel, married Thornas Young of
\ onrgfieltl. Ht died Felrruary, 1727.

l i  Stcrvarton in 17J3 belonged to Jolrtr Young of Gullyhi l l .
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nrother were Sir Colin Cetnrpbell  of Ardkinl:rss in Argyleshire,
: tucl Helcn Nl:rxu'el l ,  daught-cr to Sir George l l i txu'el l  of

Ncrvark. She u'as l i rst cousin to the cclebrated lznvyer, Sir

George Nlackenzie, King's Advocarte for Scotland. Of her

aud her husband, Sir Colin, I  grssess sonre intercst ing his-

torical arnecdoles, rvi th u'hich, hou'cver, I  shal l  not at present

trouble you.

Their daughter Nlzrr ion (nry ferthcr 's nrother) rvas a wolnal l

of ver,y superior abilities, and nruch bekrved by ztll ll,h'o linerv

her I  but her l i fe proved zr short one. She left  only trvo chi l-

dren, both in early youth-nry fathcr, and a daughter rvhtr

cl icd soon after rny grandfalhcr 's scconcl nutrr iage, and u'ho,

rvith nryself,  l r 'as u:rmed arfter l- :rcl .v Carnpbell .  I t  u'as the

above Sir George \'Iaxu'ell, u'iro got u'hzrt rvas called a

Lockerby r.vipe,* viz.,  one side of his f :rcc lat icl  l l : r t  on his

shoulder, in :rn eng'agcnrcnt u' i th thc Johnstones rt t  that placc.
' I 'hc  

estzr tc  o [  ' \ rb ig lan<l  u : rs  purc : lu tscd bv t t tv  great t -

grcztt-grandfalhcr- i '  fronr Lort l  Southcslt  in r(r79

Ad:rm Crr r ik ,  nrv  granc l f : r thcr ,  : rn t l  l l i ss  Curnp l le l l  o f

' \rdl i inlass \\ 'cre nrtrr icd in ' , \rg.r, leshirc, rt t .  ,Sir Colin Cutrt l l -

be l l ' s  house,  in  r7o^2.  ] .  ^ \ ly  f : t thcr  u ' : rs  lx r r t t  on :6 th  r \ugus l ,

O.S.  r7o3,  t r t  r \ rb ig land Hal l ,  us  i t  s 'as  t l ' ren s tv led;  i t  s t tx rd

uporl zr banl< overlool<ing thc se:r, not frtr frottr s'here thc

gzrrclcn is nou' pl:rcccl ;  : tncl ccrt:r i tr ly, in point of si tuit l ion,

much surp: rssc( l  t l rc  prescn l  r t r : rns ion.  ' \ l k ru ' ing for  t l rc  l i t t tes

in u'hich i t  u'ers bui l t ,  I  untlcrstzrncl i t  u'us considcred as greutly

supcr i< l r  to  z tny o l l rc r  gcnt lc rnr rn 's  house i r t  th l r t  quar tcr ;  but ,

l ike i ts fornrer inhrtbitants, i t  has long bccn lcvel lecl u' i th thc

dust .  N ly '  fz r lhcr  had i t  pu l lcc l  dou 'n  s<xr t r  u f tc r  h is  fa thcr 's

death, and renrovcd the tnateri : t ls to thc nerv du'el l ing.

By nry  grandfather  Crzr i l< 's  second marr i : tge,  l7 r i ,  u ' i lh

\I iss Aglianby <.rf  Nttnncrv, ()nc of the <-r lclcst aucl ntost

respectablc fzrnri l ies in Cutrt lrerl i t tr t l ,  he l t l rd four sotrs attd

'^ Usually ' (  Lockt 'rJrt '  l i r ,k." Scc l)r A. ( i .  Oi lrsott!s spir i ted
ballad (Itolk-Spcech, of ('untberlultd' ttttd Sonte Dtslricts Atl;jacent,
186e ) .

t William Craik, al. 1697.

f Aclanrs's Douglut 1:'umily of Morton givcs 16th tr'ebruary, 1701.
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f ive daughters; of which number, three of the former, and

four of the latter, survived hinr. John, the eldest, rvas born

at Arbigland; al l  the others in l i l inrby, u'here four of them

have l iken' ise died since r8o.i .  
' l 'hc 

second son <lf  this union,

James,  was named af ter  the brother  o f  h is  fa ther 's  f i rs t  u ' i fe ,

Sir Iantes Canrpbcl l  of , ' \ rdl<itr lass-a prett--v sure proof of the

cst imat ion in  u . 'h ich hc con l inuer l  to  ho ld  thc  rnernory  o f  n11 '

fathcr 's mother !

l" . l t  I t  is highly probablc that N{r Crai l< spent nrany o[ his

) 'oung'er years s' i th his matern:t l  fr iends, the Canlpbells, at

least i t  is certain that he rcceived :t  great part of his ccltrca-

t ion at the gramnrar school of I)unrbarton.

l l .c. 2. I  hi tve hearcl tny father sitv thit t  beforc thc opera of the
" Gcntle Shcphert l  "  \ \ ' r ts f inishcd, hc u'on thc i i rst three acts

of i t  in nranuscript,  at a galt te of cards, c:r l led " threc hanc' l

onrbre," fronl Al lan Ramsav, : t f ter having previously got al l

the poor  author 's  l i t t le  cash f rom h in t .  He had bcen a school -

fcl lorv of N'tal let,  the poel (t l ren pronouncccl \ [ :r l loch), but cl i t l

not rnuch l ikc hinr. Lorcl I{ainres and he s'ere l i l<cu' ise col lege

c<lmpanions, and their fr iendship continuecl through l i fc. He

rrnders tooc l  scvcra l  languages n 'e l l ,  z tuc l  g ' ra t l l rnat ica l ly ,  v iz . ,

Llt in, Greck, He[ren',  Frenclr,  nnd l tal i : tn; :rncl hacl maclc

somc l i t t le progrcss in Spanish. He rv:ts i t  tolerable architect-

fond of clrenrislrv-read nruch on lei irned subjects-ancl

rusual lv  rcn<lcrcc l  h i rnsc l f  rnaster  o f  u 'hatevcr  l te  set  h is  nr ind

ul)0n.

He lvas original ly intended for thc lau',  but upon m-v

grandfa lher  fa i l ing in  h is  promise of  scnding h inr  1o s tudy at

I-cydcn (thcn the fashionable resort for that purpose)i- hc

renouncecl the profession, after having nracle no inconsider-

able progress in i t ,  and afterrvards sett led on a small  farm

called Maxu,el l f ield, rvhich his father gave up to him, in

t7z6! i t  rvas about a mile distant fronr Arbigland, I  mean old

Arbigland.

+ H.C. 1.
t John Maxrvell of I\funehes stntes that Craik ( ( in his younger

clays employed his time in grazing of cattlq an{ stuclying thc shapes

of the best kinds. "
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The counlry u'as, at this period, so far removed from

every idea of real civi l isat ion, that, to permit one's malc

guests to go sober to bed, rvas looked u;rcn es the greatest

possible fai lure in hospital i ty and good nranners. NIy father,

u'ho, from his e:rr l icst days, rvished 1o lal<e lhe lead in u'hat-

ever he engagccl n'ith, rn,as by no nleans behincl hand on

similar occasions. In harcl drinking, hard r iding, zrnd every

other youthful cxcess, fcrv could equal his notoriety. I

f requent ly  heard h im say,  that  he fe l t  a  much o lder  man,  in

consti tut ion, before he rvas thirty, than afterrvards at seventy

and upwards.

In Septenlber, 1733, he married my mother'  El izabeth

Stervart,  only daughter of wi l l iarn Stervart,  Etq., of Sham-

bell ie, in the parish of Nervabbey. He succeeded his father

(rvho died at Arbigland) in r 736,* at rvhich t ime the estate

rvas only about / . tZS per annum. They continued, how-

evcr, at N{axu,el l f ield, rvhere al l  their chi ldren were born,

unti l  the prescnt house of Arbigland \\ 'as habitable, into

rvhich the farni ly removed in t755.

8.C.1.  Of  a  character  and d ispos i t ion a lwavs ardent  and so l i -

ci tous to nral<e himself completdly master of rvhatever he

took in hand, he soon became dist inguished in the :rgricul-

tural l ine, at a period rvhen the very meaning of the l t 'ord,

far less i ts practical possibi l i ty, was scarcely heard of in

Scotland. As may be supposed, gleat t l 'ere the dif f icult ies

he had to encounter. For many succeeding years the indo-

lent obstinacy of the lorver class people rvas almost uncon-

querable. Amongst other instances of their laziness, I  have

heard him say, that, upon his f irst introduction of the mode

of dressing thc grain at night, u'hich has been thrashecl

cluring the clay, al l  the servants in the neighbourhood re-

fused to adopt the measure, and eyen threatened to destrov

the houses of their employers by f ire i f  they continued to

insist upon the business. My father speedily perceived that

a forcible remecly \ \ras required for the evi l .  He gave them

their choice of removing the thrashed grain in the evenings,

or becoming inhabitants of Kirkcudbright jai l ;  they pre-

* 1735, H.C. I'
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ferred the former alternative; and open murrnurings were
no longer heard. He has frcquently told me that he had

laid out as much money, nterely in draining the estate of

Arbigland (al l  of rvhich required i t  greatly) as u'ould have

purchascd the n'hole <lf  i t  at his f :r ther's death.

NIy fathcr tool{ :rn i tct ir ,c :rnd dist inguishccl part in thc

great contested elect ion of r14o. I  h:rve heard him tel l ,

t l ' rat,  sometime after that event :r  nuntber of the principzrl

voters in the Stervartry nrzrcle him :r voluntary offer of their

services in order to bring him into Parl ianrent as their re-

presentative, free of al l  expense, too, during the t ime of

elect ion; but prudential motives, of a pecuniary nature, in-

duced him to decline the intended honour.

F.M. Orving to these circumstances he procured the fr iend-

ship of the Duke of Queensberry, the . l lar l  of Selkirk, anc

Sir George Clerk N{axr,r'ell, but his nrost intimate friend u'as

that unconrmon nr: ln, Lord Kaimes. His Lordship regularly

visi tecl at Arbigland rvhen on the southern circuit .*

NIr Craik, about the year 1250, becanre a l<een disciple

of the celebrated Tul l .  For sorne ycars hc continued to fol lorv

the practice recommended by th:rt  author, and he gave a

very ful l  tr ial  to the n-rethod of dri l l ing and horse-hoeing

rvheat continual ly on the same land. , \ t  last,  l ike every

other person 'rvho attenrpted to follorv his systenr he gave

i t  up;  ass ign ing,  as a  reAson,  that  ord inary  scrvants  u 'erc

too irnperfect for executing the several processes rvhich be-

longed to i t ,  rvi th the care and :rt tention rvhich the systenr

rcquired. He retained, hou'ever, every part of the Tul l ian

husbandrv that \ \ ' i ts real ly usef ul.  He dri l led potatoes,

turnips ancl beans-art icles that nray be better cult ivatecl in

thc dri l l  than in the broaclcast \ \ ' : iy. Hc inrproved rurai

in-rplcments rnaterial ly, and was the f irst who introducect

the improved plough, worked by trvo horses, into that part

of the country. The drill machine for sorving corn in rorvs

* The etlitor of The lTarmer's Magazinc supposes that hc very
probably assisted l(aimes with his The Gentlentan Tarnt€?', as lre was
informed by goocl authority that he submittetl some alterations on his
Elernents of Criticisna to him for his opinion.
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nine inches asunder rvas also much improved by him; the

amendments being of such rneri t  that the Society of Arts,

&c., in London, thought proper, in rTZo, to bestou' one of

their nredals ugrn him, as a nrarl< of their high appreciat ion.
' Ihis 

\ \ 'as the f irst nredal of that celebrated Society u'hich

came to Scotland.

Af ter NIr Crai l i  renounced t lre 
' l 'ul l ian 

systenr, he

gradually became zr convert to the modern, and morc approvecl

one, of taking culnri ferous zrnd leguminous crops :r l tern:ttely.

We do not nrean to si ly that he str ict lv :rdhered tgr the :t l ter-

ate system; bec:ruse his f irst rule u'as, not 1o take abovc tn'o

rvhitc crops in succession, u'hich u'as a goocl advance tou'arcl

inrprovemenl, at a l inrc rvhen the gre:rt  m:r jori ty of cult iv:t tors

tool< at least threc s'hite crops together, ancl rvhi le t t tanv,

even in his neighbourhoocl, cult ivnrted feu' other art icles

except bear and oats. 
' I 'he 

rotat ion general ly prescribed by

N'[r Craik to his tenants rv:rs tw'o successive crops of oats after

bre:r l<ing trp fronr g'r: lss; next, :r  contpletc sumnrer-fal lou',  or

a  horse-hocd grcen crop;  : rnd lhen: t  c rop of  corn,  such as

tlrey chclse, accotnpaniecl n' i th gri tss-scccls, t iz.,  r6 l l ls. of

clovers ancl z bushels of rvegr:tss. I i ronr rt  rcspectable gentle-

man in  the S lcu ' : r r l rv  \ \ 'e  le : r rn  that  the: rb< lvc  \ \ ' i l s  somelh ing

l ike thc rotat ion fol lou'ed by \ ' l r  Crai l< for nr:tny vcars. Rttt ,

in the latter periocl of his l i fe, as stated by th;rt  gentlenran,

the opinion of t \ [r  Craik u'as altogethcr in favour of a u'hite

and grcen crop, or n:tked frt l lou' : t l ter:t tclv-11 l6fnf ion to the

perforn'rancc of rvhich one of his lenants \ las cxpressly bound.

The farn-r in his ou'n nzttural possession dicl not exceed zoo

Scotch acres. 
' I-o 

the nt^naq'entent of i t ,  \ [r  Craik bestorn'ecl

the most sedulous at lenl ion, not al lou' ing a single u'eecl to

remain undestroyed. Everv operation rvas di l igently superin-

tended by hirnself ;  and so eager rvas he about harvest u'orl<

that he general ly took his victuals rn the f ield beside the

rea.pers.

His method of consuming turnips was as fol lou's :-With

the large roots he fed bul locks in the stal l  ;  and u' i th the tops

ancl offal,  he reared young st ir l<s or voung catt le; which

branch of stock rvas kept at home through the u' inter months'
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instead of being suffered to roam at large, as in former t irnes.

He also kept about ten cows, chief ly of the Bakervel l  kind,

rvhose calves he reared, and aftenvards fed for the butcher,

rvhen three years of age. His bul locks, when fat,  usual ly

rveighed 4o stones avoirdupois each. In the early period of

his l i fe he rvas extensively engaged in the trade of taking

catt le to the English markets, having in one year, viz.,  t748,

sent about seventeen hundred Gallor,vay cattle to the southern

counties, which, at that time, were purchased at the averag'e

price of dz 6s per head.

In 1777, on his own farm, catt le were taken to fat at

r4s per month. Vlr Craik gave his tenants 3s per day for

each cart he had to carry shells, while the ordinary wag'es

was from zs to zs 6d-to teach them, he said, the proper value

of their t ime and labour.

Mr Craik's attention rvas cal lecl to the breed of catt le

introduced, and so much recommended by the celebrated

Bakervel l  of Leicestershire. He had one or more of his

bul ls. The offspring, fronr their tameness and high condit ion,

had a promising appearance. When he went into their

pasture, they not only al lorved him to handle them freely, but

came up to him to be fondled. Long before this he paid great

attention to his catt le, probably Gallorvays, which he tr ied in

the plough, that some of thern \\'ere shorvn in Dumfries by

the butcher, before slaughter, for money; and one wAS so

fat and unwieldy that, though i t  got to Dumfries, i t  fel l  down

in the street, and the f leshers were obl iged to ki l l  i t  there,

trvo or three hundred yards from the shanrblcs. 
' fhis 

rvas in

Apr i l ,  1264.

N{r Fergus Rae, Dumfries, about the same period,

bought a lot of black catt le from NIr Craik at {25 each. The

beef of one weighed above 9o stones , 16 oz. per lib. This could

not be hung up in the then shambles, so i t  rvas ki l led in the

street and hung on a tr iangle brought from Kelton, the sea-

port of Dumfries, for that purfrose.

Mr Craik was equally successful in rearing horses. I

f ind that, about r71o, he sold one to a gentleman in my

neighbourhood for {25, a great price in these days.
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r.M. He commonly used the English plough; very probably

the one which passes by the name of the Rotherham plough-

a plough which furnished the first hint of the one now

generally used all over Scotland. When breaking up stiff

clay land, he was in the habit of r ipping i t ,  before the small

plough was admitted. The implement employed as a r ipper

resembled, in some part iculars, a common plough; but

cl i f ferent from it  in this material point, that i t  had no sock.

There were f ive coulters inserted, at the distance of four

inches from each other, in a piece of t imber f ixed transversely

upon the beanr, of suflicient dimensions to allow the coulters

to be placed alternately some inches before each other. The

implement had a rvheel under the beanr before the coulters

and tu-o rvheels behind for its support, and to prevent the

coulters going too deep. After going over a field rvith the

ripper, drawn by trvo horses and trvo oxen (the horses in

front),  i t  rvas then ploughed across the incisions made by

the above implement. A considerable extent of land rvas

enclosed by \ ' tr  Crai l<, u'ho also plantecl 40 acres t ' i th t imber

t rees.  H is  c l ikes were forntec l  o f  the so i l ,  hav ing a d i tch on

cach side; sometimes planfed s' i th thorns: 
' fhe 

height of

these dikes was usually +t feet; the breadth of the ditches

4 feet, and their depth 3 feet. 
'fhough 

forty years of age

rvhen he commenced planter, he lived to see some silver firs

of his own planting measure eight feet in circumference.

When rvalking past the largest one, he often pointed i t  out to

his fr iends, and said, " Out of that tree my coft in is to be

made.  "

, ,The surest  tes t  o f  improvement  is  the rent  that  can be

afforded. To save repeti t ion I* confine mvself to one farm,

ra,,hich, before Mr Craik began his improvements, paid of rent

d35 for r3o acres. The whole being well enclosed-every

wet spot made dry by under or upper drains-not a stone

left to interrupt the plough-mostly in grass, and full of

" This is a quotation from Andrcw wight's Present statc of

EusbanrTryl i,n scotl,anit, 1778-84, 6 r'ols., wltose account of craik's

farming is similar to what we have given, as also is the account in

Smith's Agriculture of GallowaY'
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manure-excel lent houses, &c. ;  i t  is now leased at .drso
sterl ing, but with very pointed instruct ions to prevent running
out the ground. "

Here i t  may be noticed that Nlr Crai l<, for nrany vears,
u'as in the habit of taking young men as agricultural pupi ls;

J.c. and he had them from distant places. l 'his was probably not
very con"lmon fifty or sixty years ago, in any part of the
island, as I have not heard of one in this quarter since. I
recol lect only one circumstance he told me relat ing to his
apprentices, rvhich u'as that, by agreement, they \\ /ere to
eat, as rvel l  as u,ork, rvi th his servants. But an aged gentle-
nrirn no\\/  tel ls nre, that he has heard the t irne of apprentice-
ship was four years and the fee twenty pounds. IVIr craik
said, r 782, that, for thirty ycars the sun never rose r,r.,hile he
rvas in bed.

E'c'  2'  In 1764 he accompanied Sir George Clerk (then NIr
Clerk) up to London, in order to give their joint evidence to

l iovernntent, on the propriety of adopting the u'orthy Baronet's
judicious advice, in regard to l turchasing the Isle of Man
frorn the Duke of Athol, as the nrost l ikely means of suppres-
sing the i l l ic i t  trade of snruggling, then becoming ruinouslv
prevalent on the south-u'est coast of Scotland. This plan,
in spite of Mr Grenvi l le 's long opposit ion, was f inzrl ly accedec.

to, and has been attended u,i th the best ef iects.
F.l I .  At this t ime he got acquainted u' i th Dr. Frankl in, I)r.

Solander, ancl rnany other of the London l i terat i ,  u' i fh rvhom
' he afterwards corresponded.

8.c.2. Though the arrangement that prohibited those holding
any situation under s'overnment (he rvas inspector-general of
the custonrs, and the oldest off icer, at his death, in the south
of Scotlancl) fronr :rppearing as voters at elect ions, rendering

his one of no use, yet he continued, as he had done from

the year r74o, to be consulted and applied to, in every case
of dif f iculty that occurred at such t imes; and rvas general ly
found to prove a sure and successful auxi l iary to that side
u'hose interests he espoused. 

' fhrough 
the inf luence of the

late Duke of Queensberry, and his invaluable fr iend, the

deceased Sir George Clerk, he might once have obtained the
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situation of a commissioner of customs at Edinburgh; but

he was then deeply engaged rvith his favourite agricultural

pursuits, and too part ial  to a country l i fe, to think of exchang-

ing it for the snroke and confinement of a torvn residence,

even though that tou'n \ \ 'as the nretrogrl is of Scotland.

F.u.  I t  has been a l leged th : r t  the d is t r ic t  in  rvh ich Nl r  Cra i l i

resided rvas nruch benefi tecl by the strenuous exert ions nrade

by hinr in his ofr icial capacity to preserve the peace of the

country, as by any other of his undertakings. One instance

of resolute behaviour, as a Justice of the peace, n'ray be men-

t ioned, in i l lustrat ion of his personal character.

A notorious ruf ian :rccused of murder and other crimes,

being brought bcfore N{r Crzrik in his capacity of Justice of

the peace, he orclerecl the fel los' 's hands to be bouncl, as his

conclnct rvas of the most daring and insolent nature. I t  was

e:rsier, horvever, to give than to execule thc order I  for the

ruff ian having drau'n a long knife, threatened to slab the

first nran u'ho approached him. \ ' [ r  Craik, observing that

the constables were terr i f ied by the ruf l ian's threat, jumped

from the seat of Justice, and snatching :r rope frorn one of

the constables, f i rst u,renched the knife from the fel lon,, antl

then forcibly t ied his hands behind him u' i tholrt  any assist-

ance u'hatever. Indeed personal danger \ \ 'as never thought

of by Mr Craik.

s.c. z. I  do not knorv that any part icular cause (old age exceptecl)

can be assigned for his deafness; but I  have often heard him

mention, that in consequence of gett ing a danrp bed, dtrr ing

the e lect ion a t  K i rkcudbr ight  in  rT40,  a  g idd iness,  or  u 'hat

he ca l led a  srv imming in  h is  head,  u 'as  brought  or t ,  : tnd

occasional ly continued to distress him al l  his l i fe. I t  is, hou'-

ever, rather an extraordinary f: tct,  that he never h:rd i t

common headache in the course of his existence, unless after

hard drinking, in his earl ier days-those days rvhen savage

riot r,vas considered as a proof of superior spir i t ,  i tnd brutal

intoxication a test of the strongest consti tut ion.

The latter part of his l i fe had long bcen systematical ly

regular and sober. He was alrvays An early r iser; and,

though but a bad breakfast man, he usually ate a heartv

1 5 6
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dinner I and, after a single dish of te:r, and supper on nrilk

and vegetables, rel ired to bed about ten o'clock. He took

no rvine, unless r.r'hen in conrpany, for many years; but uFpn

a slight paralytic attack, a fetv glasses of fxlrt were pre-

scribed, and daily tarken.

In Mety, rZZ3, the lale Earl of Selkir l t  (whose father,

the Honourarble Basi l  Hanri l ton, had been nry father's m<;st

int inrate and chcrished fr iend), u' i th al l  the rverrurth of heart

for u'hich he u'as so renr:rrkarblc, persuaded him to underg<-r

the terr ible operation of cutt ing for thc stone, a family dis-

tenrper, of rvhich nry grandfather Crail< died, and rvith r.vhich

his son had long been affiicted. His Lordship u'ent to Edin-

burgh on purpose, in order to prevzri l  rvi th NIr Alexander

\\rood, then one of the f irst operators in that l ine, to under-

tztke the business, and, u' i th gre:tt  dif f icultv, engaged hinr t<r

lezrve h is  numerous pat ients  in  that  quar lc r  o f  the counl ry

for the execution of this import i tnt affair at Arbigland. A

stone of some size, I  forget the u'eight, \ \ 'as extracted by that

gentlenran, u, i th his usual success and high professional

abi l i t ies. Nevertheless, for sonre hours arfter the operation,

nry father's l i fe \ \ 'as supposed in much etnd inrntediate danger,

and chief ly preserved by tarking a copious and f irst dose of

laudztnunr. Nlr Wtnd hacl previously pronounced hint a bad

subject for the instruntent, :rncl \ \ ' i ls t tversc 1o the business.

But nry f i t thcr 's clcterrnit t :r l ion n' i ts not to bc shaken; and

the fortner declarcd, he never oncc found hirt t  shrink under

his hands; and :tdded, " thert hc hitd nevcr secn hitn surpassecl

for resolut ion and strength of nt incl,  cluring er tr ial  so pain-

fully argonizing."
r.M. NIr Craik was the chief instruurent of establ ishing an

agricultural society at Dumfries. He u'as the person rvho

chief ly directed i ts proceedings, and we observe he was i ts

constant president. This society did not meet after r78r, in

u'hich year happcnecl the death <-rf its secretary, N'Ir George

Nlackenzie. *

8.c.2. i \ Iy father had two sons and four daughters born in

x The Socicty for the Encouragement of Agriculture within the

Counties of Dumfries and Wigton and Stewartry of Kirkcuclbriglit

was instituted in thc King's Arms tavern on 3rd April, L776, by
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rvedlock,  of  rvhich nutnber I  ; r lone sur l ' ived hinr .  Wi l l iant ,

one of  the formcr,  d ied in chi ldhood; the other,  poor Adanr,

per ished, as you nray recol lcct ,  rv i th h is servant  and four

sai lors in crossing the Channel  at  Arbig land,  in an open boat,

to v is i t  h is f r iends in Cunrbcr land.  That  melancholy,  and

ever- to-be-regret ted event,  happcned on the z. i rd July,  1782.

His body canre on shore some days af terrvards,  near a snral l

v i l lage cal led Mowbray,  s i tuated betu 'een Al lanby and Skin-

burness,  in th is county.  We s 'ere sol ic i tous that  the corpse

of h is fa i thfu l  servztnt ,  rvho had long been u ' i th h inr ,  might

accompany his tuerster 's  to Scot lancl  ;  and the vessel  that

contained the latter was consequently detainecl two days on

this s ide,  in hopes of  h is b<-rc ly being found. At  length,  r . r 'hen

expectat ion had alnrost  ceased to exist ,  and the s loop just

upon the point  of  sai l ing,  poor Jack's remains cante f loat ing

fifteen gentlemen, all practical farners, :rncl including Adam Cl'aik,

younger of Arbiglancl, atttl Xtr (icorgc Mackenzie, its secretary.

They invitctl Crail i to bc tlreir Prcsicletrt ; 
( ( t ltcy coulcl trot, with

propriety, pay this tribute of respect to aul' othcr than yoursclf, wlttr

Itave been long ancl justlv t 'stt 'ertred, :ts tltt '  parettt antl ltatrou, of

spirited, regular, ancl elegant iurproverrreuts in the art of husltandrv

in this part of Scotland. " By the close of their first year tlrt '1' had

67 members; includilg urost of the considcrable proprietors in tlte

district, and had collectccl f,174 6s. Thcy issuetl that 1'car trt 'o

numbers (bound in one volume) of Select Transactiorr,s (Dumfries:

Pr intecl  for  the Society by B.  Jacl ison & W. Boyd; Svo. ,2 p lus 117

pp), inclurling their (( Regulations," '( The greatest part suggestecl

by our worthy President, " and an essay by four members on the

aims and work of such a Soeiety in the first nurnber (69 pp) ; antl

in the sccond a ( t Memorial, by Williarn Craik of Arbigland, Esq.,

President of the Society, on the great Advantage of Breeding and

Rearing Horned Cattle witlfn the Bounds of the Society, in prefer-

ence to those arising from the too general culture of Grain Crops "

(pp. 19), in which cattlc-rearing is advocatecl as a (( pay-rent policy,"

on the grounds of suitability of soil, climate, d.emand, accessibleness

of rnarkets, and the character and genius of the peoplc. The number

also contains ( ( Instructions Intended principally for the Use of
The Farmers within the Counties of Dumfries and. Wigton ancl
Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, with respect to Thc Methods of improv-
ing the whole Arable Laircls within the saitl Bounds " (pp. 23-107),

and a Letter from Mr Robert Ramsay, writer in Dumfries, on
(( particulars very necessary to be attentled to by every l-rand-holder,

previous to his granting l-reases " (pp. 108-117).
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directly to the slxlt ! 
'I 'hey 

were both landed at the Carse,

:rbout a nri le fronr Arbigland; zrnd on the sanre day, conveyed

from that place to the churchyard of Kir l ibean. A gale of

wind. rvant of proper bal last, and unsl i i l ful  boatmen, were

supposed 1o have caused this sad event. IVIy dear brother

n'as much beloved by al l  his part icular fr iends; but his lot in

life vr,as n<-rt equal to his worth. He rvas upwards of forty

,\'€ars of age u'hen rve lost him. My poor mother never re-

covered the shock occasioned by this nrost distressing acci-

dent, and follorved him to another and '.L better u,orld in

I . -ebruary ,  rZ8Z.  She d ied at  Arb ig lanc l ;  as  d id  my fa ther ,

in l iebruitr,v ,  1298, in his 95th year. In rTgz he resigned al l

his property (except a small  annuity of about /zoo, one half

of rvhich arose fronr his salary in the Custornhouse) to the

person* rvhonr he hatd previ<-lusly appointed his succcssor'-thc

son of his deceased eldest daughter, by John Hamilton, Esq.,

of Eldersharv.

With nry worthy and much respected fr iends in Cunrber-

larrd I L'ame to reside in rTgz; and on nte has devolved the

severe and melerncholy duty of laying their aged heads in the

grave I rvhere the remains of the last of i ts regretted members

(nry:runt Barbara) were deposited, in NIay, r8o9, in her ninety-

second year.

About / ,5oo, received rvith his f irst wife, \ \ 'as laid out

in the purchase of a small  cstate here by my grandfather.
'fhis 

little property, not exceeding zoo acres, s<lld in r8o7 for

/, f i ,5o4. I t  had a f ine wood upon i t ,  and is ful l  of coals. B.y

his second merrr iage-sett lement, in fai lure of his sons having

male heirs, this estate was to go past his daughters, and

rest rvi th the eldest branch of the family. My uncles al l  died

unmarried. The eldest branch \\'�as my father, rvho had de-

parted this l i fe before any of them did so; of course, his legal

heirs succeeded to the above premises, though both in the

fenrale l ine-being D. Hamilton Craik, in r ight of my

deceased sister, his mother, and myself.  Between him and

* Douglas Hamilton C'r"aik (1762-1844), who obviously had. no

favour in the eyes of Miss Helen.



160 Two ProNrpR Galrowav AcnrculTuRlsrs.

me, therefore, the above sum of fr f i ,5o4 was equally shared.

I)o not, Sir,  conclude me an egotist,  i f  I  add, that rvi th this

money, and the handsome increase urade t<l it by my late

ever respected relat ives here, I  atn norv, thank God and them,

in rather more easy circuurstances; and c:rn say, rvhat many

richer people cannot say, that I  ant healthy, huppy, and con-

tented. A toleraf ly strong proof of the former is, that,

though norv pretty f.ar advanced in life, during upu'ards of

eighteep years spent in Cumberland, i t  is a rvel l-knorvn fact,

that I have not once kept nry bed a single hour for indisposi-

t ion of any descript ion whatever; ancl yet, in the course of

the above period, I have had occasion to sit up through the

rvhole of many an anxious night, by the sick bed of my dying

relat ives.

It  may not, perhaps, be altogetlrer irnproper to add, that

one i l legit imate son of my father's survived hinr.x He rvas

about six yeerrs old at the t inre of nry mother's nrarr iage, and

ahvays treated by her as i f  he hatd bcen her olr 'n chi ld. He

rvas educated in the medicAl l ine, and sett led in America, rvhere

he married a very acconrpl ishecl and amiable woman, of

French extraction, by rvhom he h:td a large fanti ly. On his

first going to that country, he was sonre years in the regiment

commanded by Washington, then a C<llonel in the British

service, and with whom he formed a friendship that continued

uninterrupted through l i fe. In both Nlarshal ls tand Ramsav's

history of that great man, honourable mention is made of

Dr. Craik, as was also done by General Washington in his

will. f Soon after the commencement <lf the Anrerican revolu-

* This may put a quietus finally to the oft-repeatecl story that
Paul Jones was a son of William Craik. I{atl he becn, no doubt hc

woulcl have been mentionecl in the above narrative.

t " To his friencl ancl physician, Doctor Craik, who sat on his
bed ancl took his lread in his lap, he saicl with tlifficulty, ' I)octor,
I am dying and have been tlying for a long tirne, but I am not afraitl
to tlie.' "-Li,fe of lTaslfingtort,by John l\{arshall, 1E07, V.r 827.

+ 
t t To my compatriot-in-arms and olcl and intimate friend, Dr

Craik, I give my bureau (or, as the cabinetmakers call it, tambour-
secretary) and the circular chair, an appendage of my Study.t'-Life
of General Washi,ngton, ed.. by Rev. C. W. Upham, 1856, If., 375.
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tion, the General :rpg-rintecl hirtt " Ithysician-g'eneral to the

United Startes,"]  besides paying :r l l  gtssible arttention to the

in terest  o f  h is  ch i ldren.  I lu t  thc  dcath o f  that  i l lus t r ious r l tz rn

proved a hear, 'y blorv to thcir fortrtcr fat ir  prospects, his suc-

cessors having pursued nteasurcs decidedly ht-rst i le to his

fornrer i tdhercttts.

I  have now, Sir,  obcyed y<-rur injunction, of t lot iug clort 'u

all I can recollect fronr nrelltory, or find trtarked upon papcr.

Had I understo<-rd, by your l i rst cpist le, t l rat any inforulat ion,

except th:rt  nrcrelv contrectcd u' i th nty father's agricultural

pursuits, was rcquiret l ,  u'h:t t  is nou' forrvatrded should then

have been at your service. I  u' ish, hou'ever, the u. 'hole hacl

proved more rvorthy of sending you. 
-I 'here 

is, unavoidably'

so much said about grerndfathers and nrothers, that I greatly

fear you will find the foregoing statentent of facts very con-

fined. Your or,r'n letnguage and arrerngernent of the various

art icles, wi l l ,  I  doubt not, nevertheless remedy the evi l .  I

wi l l  not, therefore, try your patience further on so tedious a

subject, but remain,

Sir,  your most obedient Servant,

H .  Cnn r r . *

f This is a littlc iuflatc,l. Dr eraik accotnpauietl Wasltington
in an expedition against the l'rerrch and Intlians in 1754, and servecl
as a physician und.trr Genclrtl Bradtlock in 1755. In 1777 Washington

offered him either the positiou of Scnior I'hysician antl Surgeon or
Assistant Director-General of the Hospital of the Continental Army,
:r,nd ltc received his comnrission on June 9nd, 1777. In 1780 we ltc'ar
of lris zeal rvith regard to tlrc lrospital orr Ilhoclc Islantl (Wu,iltingtott,
Pagters). After the war Craik settled near Mount Vernon, and
became Washington's physician. Dieil in 1814.

* On page 300 et seq. of The tr'armer's Magaai,ne, 1871, vol. xii.,
is printetl ( r Directions given by Mr Craik of Arbigland to Mr Peter
(iordon, one of his Pupils, anent the Culture and -Xfanagernent of
Kelton Lodge Farm, near Castlc-Douglas, Gallowery, 7773. Conr-
municated by James Grierson, Usq., Dalgoner." Jn 1811 Mr Pcter
Gorrlon rvas ( ( of Glenstockatlarler' ' utttl hattdcd the papers to nlr
Grierson. From tlrem may be gathcretl Craik ts ripc cxpcricnce. It
uray be noted that on a. farrn of 200 acres, one-half in crop or fallow,
tlre otllrrr in lray or pasture, thc procluce rvas reckoned. to be f,528;
tlre rtrrrt :rnd charges, f,.106 3s 6d; giving a profit of. fi121 16s 6d.

1 6 1
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,. The Plant colonisation of Merse Lands in the Estuary

of the River Nith.

By  W.  L .  N lonss ,  \ I .Sc .

Abstracted bY Dr. W. SemPle.

ln Scotlan{ the teln merse is applied, though not exclu-

siveJy, to salt-ntarshes or s:r.ltings, plant-clad llats that are

submcrged by high spring tides and partially by ordinar,v

springs. 
'I'hose 

under observation f<-rr this work lie at thc

mouth of the Nith. Within a l ine fr<-rur Airds Point on the

u,est and Scar l 'oint t<l the east, the merse has an area of

about three square miles. Beyond this l ine, the es[uary

rvidens out to the Solway u'ith a dec'p-lvater channel that at

f irst hugs the western shore. On the east, the Glencaple

side, the merse merges intg naked f lats of mud and sand

rvhich are exposed for miles at ebb of spring t ides. C)wing

probably to the channel lying athwart these f lats, the f lood

rushes up t lrc Nith u' i th a lxrrc, u'hose front \ \ :ave ntav be

several feet high. Hcnce every t icle churns up the loose t l tud

and catrr ies i t  on to the inundatcd r l lersc. 
' l 'hat 

the si l t ing

ntay be rapid in farvourable circurttstances is shou.n near Kirk-

connell, u'here rnooring bollatrcls zlre seen erlong u'hat ninety

years erg.o was ar navigable channel, but nou' is f i rnr grass-

land :r lmost at the same level as the old bank'

Within the area under <-rbservation. the t iclal currents are

too strong and the present chzrnnel too narrow and rvztnting

in bzrck-u,aters to permit of emcrgence of new land. Indeed

erosion of the bztnks is taking place at sonle points. Since

the f irst observations were mztde nluch land has been erocied

fronr the pl<-rts at Kirkconnell zrnd South Glencaple'

The merse-lzrnds abut on the r iver usually in ztn abrupt

eroded escarpnent from one to three feet high over nlt td

slopes that dip more or less gently to the lor.l'-water channel

of the river. The boundary :rrvzry from the river is alnrost

ahvays defined by u steep bank, the edge of the o' ld :5 frxrt

beztch, an extensive l lzrt  terrace, some of rvhich is covered by

pezrt moss ztt  Kirkconuell  Flou'.  Pzrrt of the l i lolv has been

reclaimed and bears heavy crops. 
' l 'he 

n-rerse i tself ,  though
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frequently under \ \ 'ater, is not a bog but nroderatelv f irm

ground. I t  is coverecl s' i th rtutr i t i<-rus herbage, l lhich suP-

ports a considerable populat ion of catt le and shecp. 
' I 'he

u,r i ter has been inforrned by NIr D. 1' .  Blackstock, Flatts of

Clzrrgen, that catt le u'hich have not thriven on inland pasture

are found to gain tone and fatten l'hen transfcrred t<l the

nrerse, and t l ' rat shecp u' i th a tenclency to consunlpt ion gain

strength to a ntarked degree. 
' fhe 

rvri ter proposes to discuss

this phenornen,on in another s'ork. Farttrers are I 'eneral lv o1

opinion that the g'rass, Glyceria utztr i t inla, is the plant eaten;

but obsen'at ion shou's that the animals also eat other plants,

particularly Sea 
'l'hrift 

(Armeria), though never the fl<.ru'ers

of  th is  p lant .

l 'he object of this resezrrch \\ 'as to erscertain the succes-

sion of plants that had colonised the nrud-f lats and r lradually

converted them into ntcrse. antl  zt lso to study the condit ion-c

under u,hich nlerse plants g'ro\v.

Str ips of grouncl tratversing thc l l lersc frotrt  r iver to r:r isr:d

beach \\'ere exarnrined botaniczrlly. 
'l 'he 

flora u'as found t<-l

be so uniform that it r.vas diflicult to suggcst the orcler of

succession in the occupation of the grouncl. 
' I 'he 

ztbsence

of bare unoccupied lancl in the area, u' i th the exception of

loose steep nrud slopcs u.here none of <-rur indigen<-rus plants

could nraintain a fo<lting, zr.ccounts for this. An attenrpt to

reproduce original concliti<-rns by renroving the t<-rp soil u':ts

abandoned. I t  had been suggested that the plants to appear

nright indicate the earl iest colonists. But the plants that

gre\v up \\rere scedlings of the plants surrounding the patches.

Except on the sleep nrud slopes, a census of plants did

not sho,lv a great variat ion in the nutnber per unit  zrrea I but

there \^/as a marked difference in the size and vigour of the

plants on dif ferent plots, rvhich seemed to point to the better

adaptation of some plants to the prevai l ing condit ions. f 'he

most easi ly appl ied cri teri ,on of the relat ive vigour of the

plants seemed to be the length of their roots, for, ou'ing t<-r

differential cropping by cattle zrnd sheep, stem length would

not have been a fair test. Hence a large part of this paper

is concerned with the nreasurement of roots.
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Since the salt content of lhe soil tv:rs probably a c<-rn-

siderable factor in the control of plzrnt grou'th, arnd since

common salt is the m<-rst abuudaut salt  in sea \\ 'ater, the

percentage u'eight of chloride, ci t lculzrted as sodiunt chloride,

in specimens of dried s<-ril frortr cach plot u'as deternrined.

To ascertain the concentrati<-rn of salt solution that u'ould

hurt or inhibit  the grou'th of n)erse plants, spcciutens \\ :ere

grown in their native rnud in pots, arncl thesc were u'zrtered

regularly by solut ions of 
' I ' idnrau's 

Sea-salt of gradually in-

creasing strengths. Determinations of the ostrtot ic pressurc

of the plants'  cel l-sap u'ould have bcen intercst ing f<;r this

purpose, but lack of faci l i t ies stopped the cxperit l tcnts.

Observations u'ere also noted on the lexture, c<-rndit iou, i t trd

aeration of the soil, also on its acidity (Hyclrogen ion cot't-

centration-pH). 
'I'he 

erniutzrls that frcquenteci the ltterse

and sorne thart burrolvcd in thc tnud u'ere also rccorcled and

suggestions macle abouL their cffcct <,rn lhe soil. l ' 'our strips

of lr ,hat seenred typical ntcrse, t tvo otr each sicle of the r i tr t :rr

\ \ 'ere selected--+ne on the lef i  i .xtul<, south of Glencaple,

rvhere the estuatry begins to opeu out lo thc Solu'ay; lhc

second on thc <-rthcr bank t l i rect ly o;tposite Glencaple, at

Kirkconnell ,  u,here the r ight b:rnk rt lcrsc is at i ts broadcst,

about three-quzrrters of zr rni le; : t  third on thc Glencarple side

nearly et mile farther up strezrtn; :rnd thc fourth antl  f l rr thest

up, olt  the Crooks I 'o\\ ' ,  r t  stnrt l i  l r ibutary on lhe r ight banl<

of the Nith u,here i t  bcgins to be conl inetl  to i t  t t i rrrou'clutnnel.

Each str ip or traverse u'as divided into plots, i t ' t  c;tch of u'hich

condit ions sectrtccl fair ly uniforrt t .

[ l 'he nraps, pletns, atnd sections of thc originit l  pl tpcr i trc

oruit ted. Also r,veather reports ztnd t idi t l  inforntat ion. ]
At least one visi t  rvas pit id to thc nrerse each n'eek frot l

the middle of N{arch t i l l  the end of September, 1921, so thzrt

each traverse rvits seelt itt le:tst once everv three n'eel<s.

Consequently thc season:t l  sttccessi 'on t l f  plartrts \ \ 'ets t tnder

obserr':rtion tlrr<luglrottt it tvholc scitsolt.

Kirkconnell Travorse.

Plor I .-This begins opposite Glencaple from low water

level with a Zo yards stretch of bare mud, follorved by a
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ro vards belt occupied by isolated patches of Glyceria. Mixed

rvith these are often found decayed leaves, &c., of deciduous

trees, I ' rasses, rushes, other phanerogamsr and of such brorvn

and green algre as Fucus sp., Ulv:r lactuca, Enterorl-rorpha

compressa, and E. intest inal is. 
' fhe 

mud is loose ancl of

l ight colour.

Plor I I .- Is about zo r-arcls rvide, and, though on thc

same plane as Plot I .  and u,i th sinri lar soi l .  i t  is quite dis-

tinct, the general appearance being like a recently sown latl'n

of even gro,rvth. A constant height during the season of

about r{ inches is due to continu,ous grazing. Glyceria pre-

donrinates; only isolated plants of . ' \ rnreria, Glaux, Plantago,

and Spergularia occur.

Plol I I I .-Here the establ ished trterse tr-ray be saicl to

(-omnlence :t t  i t  scarp r8 inches high. 
' l 'he 

plot,  quarter of

a nrile broad, is :r. fairly level stt'artl thicl<l.v and unifornlly

carpetec l  rv i th  Glycer i r t  auc l  l \ rn ter iz r  on the h igher  par ls ,  u i th

Glaux predonrinant in a feu' h<lllorvs. 
'l 'he 

lltrvn is cut up b1'

creeks zrnd " pans, " the latter being lxxrls or b:rre depres-

sions rvhere pools have clried up. 
'fhe 

u'hole is subnerged bv

high spring t ides, u'hi le ordinary springs f i l l  al l  the creeks

to the brim and cover the lorv hollou's. Cochlearia gro\\'s

abundantly on the nrud of the creeks ancl Plantago on u'et

places. Calt le antl  sheep seel< this plot in preference lo

others.

Pr,or l \- .  is lorver than II I .  I t  is a shal lou' channel,

4o vards u' ide, running paral lel to the r iver. Ordinary spring

t i r les  su 'eeping a long i t  cut  o f f  I I I . ,  rvh ich is  le f t  pract ica l lv

clry, frorn llre rest of the nterse. 
'fhe 

soil is ahvays rvet ztnd

stick-v, rvhi le thc vegetation is sparse. 
' fhe f ineness of thc

mud grains acc'ounts for the greater retention of water, the

stickiness of thc tnud, zrncl the high percentage of salt .  Aster,

Spergularia, Sal icornia, Triglochin, :rnd Cochlearizr f lourish ;

but Arnreria specirtlens are poor and ferv.

Pt.or V., separatecl fronr I \r .  by a scarp I8 inches high,

covered only bv high spring tides, is nrore thickly clacl rvith

vegetation than the foregoing plots, antl  g'rasses other than

Glvceria, Juncus, Leontodon, &c., mixed rvith merse plants,
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give i t  the appearance of an inland srvard. I t  is similar to

Plot IV. o,f  Crooks Porv and II I .  North Glencaple, which,

horvever, has a greater variety of plants. I t  should be notecl

that, u'hereas the roots of the grasses penetrate deeper than

in other plots, those of Arnreria, Plantago, and special lV of

Glaux have become stunted, due more perhaps to overcrorvd-

ing by the grass than to diminishing salt  percentage'

f'he landr,varcl border of \r., being lower than the main

srvard and being cut across by shallow r'r'ater courses alrvavs

ful l  of rvater and paral lel to the bank, is the most marshv

part of this nrerse; moreover, i t  is much poached by catt le.

A similar marshy landu,ard bo,rder rvas observed on other

merses, rvhich ternrinatecl against a natural boundary.

Triglochin \\,AS found here. The vegetation on the steep,

part ial ly clacl scarp of the 25 feet beach dif fers sharply from

the srvard of \ ' . ,  and also fronr that of the beach plateau

above. C)nly the foot of the scarp gets salts from seA w:tter,

ancl the vegetation shorvs none of the c-harzrcterist ics of nrerse.

No seedlings of lnerse plants appeared on an experinlental

p:rtch of bared soi l  on this scarP.

Crcoks Pow Traverse.

of the traverses studied, this is farthest up the r iver,

rvhich is here confined rvithin a narrow channel' Compared

rvith Kirkconnell ,  the area of nrerse and of land subnlerged

by h igh t ic les  is  sr la l l  :  i t  i s  l imi ted by an ar t i f ic ia l  levee,

rvhich is reached by high springs. crooks Porv is :t fresh

lvater burn g' i th a greater constant f lou' than that of any of

the creeks across Kirkconnell  nterse, thc c2use of a decrease

in  the so i l ' s  sa l t  content .

Pl.or I .- ' l '$,enty yarcls <tf soft l ight bro$,n mucl rest ing

on f irm blue clay. Isolated plants and.cluntps of Glyt--eri i t  : tre

establ ished on the landward edge of the steep slope.

Pl<lr.  I I .-Four yards of the same slope lnd g' i th similar

soi l ,  but quite cl ist inct in having luxuriant Glyceria in a cotrt-

pacl uniforrrr plat.  , \  ferv plants of , \ster, cochlearia, ancl

Glzrux occur, very f ine specintens being seen on a f lat patoh

g.hose soi l  is enrichecl by the crumbling loanr of the scarp

above it,
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Plor I I I .-This is an irregular tract separated from II.

by a scarp three feet high, bounded on one side by the Pou'

and on the other partly by the levee, partly by trvo pronton-

lories of higher ground consti tut ing Plot I \ ' .  I t  is a fair ly

level stretch, zoo yards long. l 'wo creeks f lowing into the

Porv cut across i t .  Compared rvith areas bearing the same

l<ind of plants at Kirkconnell ,  the soi i  is wetter, the salt
content is less, but the vegetation is more luxuriant, anri

Cochlearia abounds everyu. 'here, being very luxuriant in the
creeks.

Pl.ol IV.-The tu'o promontories of higher ground.

about u'hose bases II I .  u' inds. Besides the usual lnerse

plants, Leontodon, Plantago Coronopus, and g'rasses other

than Glyceria occur. C)n a p:rtch from .rvhich turf had been
cut for lAn,ns, plants of .Armeria, Glaux, and Plantago mari-
l i rnn are appearing. The salt  percentage is higher on I\ ' .

t h a n  o n  I I I .

South Glencaple Travorse.
-fhis 

lraverse is on the left  bank of the r iver r-. ]-  nri le.s

south of Glencaple. A road runs on thc z5 feet beach bouncl-
ing the nrerse. A hedge, a ferv Alders, and some u,hins l ine
the bank. 

' fhe 
srvard is less dense than on the other traverscs;

there is no patch corresponding to the main part of Plot \- .
I{ i rkconnell  or Plot I \r .  Crooks Pou'; and the soi l  is general ly
n 'e t ter ,  espcc i : r l l y  P lo ts .  \ '1 .  : rnd VI I ;  a  rushy be l t  under  the
raised beach scarp. This resembles the rnnrshy inland border
of Kir l<connell  merse. No ground fealtrres ntarl< the plots of
th is  t ravcrse exccp l  the lou,  scarp separat ing I .  f ront  I I .

I 'Lo'r '  I .--r\ lntrt  ' to varcls of sparsely colonised nruc!, the
pioneers being irgain Glyceria, u' i th Sal icornia sonle vards to
the rear and increzrsing in nunrber inland. ln tgz3 the lou,-
\ \ 'ater channel was roo yards from the pioneer plants; but by
tgz6 l : .he rvhole of Pl,ots I .  and II .  rvi th nruch of I I I .  hacl
been eroded arvay by the scour of thc ticles.

Pr.or I I .-A nArrow str ip separated fronr I .  by a lou'
scarp. I t  is r ichly but not densely clothed u' i th u'el l-g.ro\\ 'n
plants of eight merse species,
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Plor I I I .-A ferv inches higher than II . ,  i t  rvinds about

on each side of one of the main creeks, i t  is wetter than I l . ,

and supports ferver species of plants. The relat ive per-

centagc of GlYceria is srrtal ler.

P lor  I \ ' . -s l ight ly  h igher  than I I I . ,  i t  i s  not  touchet l

by dead neaps l lut is c<lverecl |y seyeral t icles on each side of

springs. , \  thick be{ of Pl:rntago on the landu'arcl half  of

the plot is a notic:eablc feature, especial ly in Septenlber, orvitrg'

to the great number of brolvn fruit-stal l is,.  Plantago is scarce

o n  I I I .

Pr,or V.-[,orver than

The set  o f  the t ides and the

for the high salinity. 
'l 'he

measurement of the rcxlts

and luxuriant.

Plclr VI.-A u,ater-logged strip, very

vegetation sirnilar to \ ' . but sparser, specizrl ly

very sticky and salt content higher th:rn in V.

Pt,or' \ ' l I .-Ten varcls of boggy ground

rushes, then :r slope up to the roacl. High

lrees, but fresh u'ate'r scePage nrltkes ther snlt

North Glcncaplo TrauorEo.

This is about a rni le north of ( i lencaple, ancl is the

nar,ro\\ :est of the four. I t  is l i r l r i tecl l l .v the road. Unli l te

South Glencaple lnerse, this is in terraces. From the lou'-

rvater channel the nlucl hits i t  steep slope ancl is in dist inct

terraces, one of s'hich is of st i f f  l l l t re t- l :ry that underl ies the

merse at al l  places btrt  has a l l roacl outcrop here. Loose l ight

brorvn rnucl overl ies the st i f f  clay on the bare slopes. Under

sonre condit ions there results a quicksand through u'hich the

u,ayfarer sinks t i l l  he reaches the st i f f  stratunr. When

gull ies are f i l led up f lush s, i lh the general surface, danger

may arise. C)n the clay terrace, the rvri ter of the paper f irst

noticecl the innurnerable burror,vs of the anlphipocl crustacean

cocophium longipes (Linn.),  rvhich are found everr-rvhere in

the bare mucl and " pAns " of the merse, and probably play

a part in the consolidation and aeration of the merse soi l ,

IV., i t  is covered bY n-rost t ides.

stickv nature of the nrttd irct--ount

st ickiness of the mud rnakes the

cl i f f icult .  Triglochin is plenti ful

nrarshv, u' i th

Glyceria. NItrt l

bear ing reeds,

t ides reach the

content lon'.
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Plor I .-A patch of scattered plants and clumps of

Glyceria maritima intermingled rvith Aster 
'Iripolium 

on the

inner border <lf the highest nrud terrace.

Pror I l .-Separated fronr I .  by a foot high scarp.

Glyceria is rvel l  establ ished, special ly on the seaward border;

the landward belt is ' rvetter and has a sparser distr ibution of

plants, rvhich there include'I ' r iglochin and Salicornia.

Plor I I l .-Thirty yards of grassy srvard separated from

II. by a scarp 16 inches high, it is only covered by high spring

tides, this accounting for the low salt content ancl for the

appearance of Leontodon, Lotus, &c., on the plot.  Cutt ing'

across this plot parallel t<-r road is zrn artilicial clitch, usually

conterining stagnant but not putr id rvater of high salt  con-

tent, and as alkal ine as sea water. Atr iplex patula f lourishes

in the ditch; Triglochin and Aster arlso appear.

Plo:r I \r .-On et gentlc slope fronr I I I . ,  i t  is only ovcr-

f lorved by extraordinary spring t ides, and, except for stunted

plants of Armeria, i t  shows few merse characterist ics.

[A long discussion of the rvri ter 's observations in com-

parison with those of observers of the salt  marshes on the

Dovey estuary, Wigtown Boy, Holnre-on-the-sea, at

Blztkeney Poinl,  :rncl in Spitzbcrgen, &c., u'hich the original

paper contains, has here been omitted.l

Fauna of thc Morse.
' Ihe 

Nith merse supg)rts zr considerable populat ion

of sheep and cattle,; on the Kirkconnell nlerse about 6o cattle

and fronr 25o to 3oo sheep feed regularly during spring,

summer, and early autumn. Grazing of the other nrerses is

n<-rt so intensive nor so continuous; but even on these, i t  must

have a great inf luence on the f lora, e.S., Stat ice, rvhich is

plenti ful in the estuary of the Lirr and in Orchardton Bay,

inlets of the Solway contiguous to the Nith, on rrerses not so

nruch grazed, was not observed here. Vloreover, their

excreta must affect appreciably the chemicai composition, as

their trampling does the physical condition of the soil.

Similar effects on the flora and soil should be caused by

the huge flocks of birds that frequent the merse. Geese,
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being large in body, many in nutnber, and herbivorous in

habit, consume much forage during winter, zrnd their roost-

ing places on the merse are as thickly l i t tered with droppings

as a poultry run. 
' fhe 

birds that are not vegetarian, attracted

by the jetsam of the sea that the t ide strands on the merse

as well  as by the resident crustaceans and other inverte-

brates, may produce even greater chemical and physical re-

sults, for their droppings contain carbonate and some phos-

phate of lime from the shells and bones of their prey. The

writer quotes from Gladstone's Birds ol Duntfr iesshire and

lr lofes on the Bi,rt ls of Duntf r iesshire evidence that birds are

very numerous on the nterse; e.g., In the early part of

October, r88r, a f lock of Barnacle geese u'as estimatecl al-

ro,ooo (p. ,St).  In October, r9oo, there were congregaled

at least 5o,ooo laprvings (p. SZZ). In N{arch, r9r 4t an enor-

nlous f lock of starl ings, said to have been of nrany thottserncls,

was seen near Conheath (beside N. Glencarple 
' Iraverse).

For the fol lowing information the u'r i ter is lnt lebted to NIr

James Wilson, <tf f i lencaple, a s'cl l-1<uon'n a.uthori ty on the

bi rd  l i te  o f  the d is t r ic t  : -

Average number of birds scen dai ly ott  thc ' l l lcrse during

a year i

On Kirkconnell ltterse, frour beginning of October tt-r

end of February : Grey Lag Gecse, 2ooo; I)ucks, tloo tt-r

.5oo;  Peewi ts ,  tooo;  Cur lervs,  zoo;  Gul ls ,  2oo to  3oo;  Red-

shanks,  zoo (scat tered) .

On Glencaple and Caerlaverock merses during January

and February : Bzrrnzrcle Geese, 3ooo; Duck :rnd \Al idg'eon'

3ooo;  Gul ls ,  ro ,ooo;  I )cen ' i ts ,  I50 ;  Oyster  Cat tchers ,  5oo ;

Reclshankst 2oo; Curlervs ) 2Qo; Golden Plover, roo; Dunlin,

qoo; Corntorants, too.

On Kirkconnell rllerse in N'Iarch : Grey Lug Geese,

?ooo;  Ducks,  4oo to  5oo;  Peerv i ts ,  {oo;  Cur ler ,vs ,  Ioo;  Red-

shanks,  roo;  Gul ls ,  t50.  In  r \pr i l -Geese,  2ooo;  Gul ls ,  zoo;

Cur ler , r 's ,  roo;  o ther  spec ies,  Ioo.  In  NIay-Al l  spec ies in-

cluding Sheldrake, 2oo. In June, I i rst three .t 'gek5-:rs for

M.y ; fourth rveek-Gulls, zoo; other species, roo. In July,

f irst trvo rveeks-Gulls, 5oo; last two weeks, Gulls, roo;
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other species, eoo. In August--Gulls, rooo; Curlews, Red-
shanks, &c., 5oo. (The abstractor wishes to record in adcl i-
tion that large flocks of Pigeons feed on the seeds of coch-
learia.)

Probably more important than the vertebrate fauna are
the invertebrate animals that burrow in the soil, or ate
stranded as the tide recedes; while of these, the microscopic
are presumably of most consequence. Vegetable organisms
naturally associated are the bacteria (nitro- and thio-) of the
soil, and the diatoms in the plankton of the sea. Chief
among the burrowers was the crustacean, Cocophium lon-
gipes, found everywhere on bare mud flats and slopes, also
in most " pans " either alive cr dead. Polychaete anne,rir!
worms, or at least their burrows, occur in sinri lar habitats;
but except for traces of old burror,vs not under the sward.
fhis is discussed in relat ion to aeration and consolidation oi
the soi l .  l 'he visible creatures jett isoned by the t ide were
small  crustaceans and molluscs. on one occasion large
stretches of nrerse were carpet€d rvith l i t t le crabs or their
carapaces, about a dozen to the square inch. On another,
each salicornia plant on the mud bank opposite Kippford rvas
being browsed by a score of tiny r,vhelks, which on the death
of these annuals rvould be buried in the soft mud. 

'fheir

compeers neaped on sward-clad merse die an earlier deatlr
and give their carbonate of linre shells for the improvenrent
of the soi l .  "  Pans " are often swarming with shrimps and
small  f lounders, which in summe,r die when the ,,  pans "

dry up, or rvhen evaporation has concentrated the salt  solu-
tion too much.

Aeration of the So,l .
' fhe 

r ising of air bubbles from the sides of creeks as thc
t ide r ises is of conrmon occurrence, but is not so apparent fronr
the merse p,roper. If, however, one rows over the Kippford
merse on a czrlm day, he sees sporadic zones of bubbling;
and r.vhen an ozrr is pushed into the sod or barrc mud, great
bursts of gas are l iberated, not foul smell ing l ike gas from
a marsh. The nrerse nrud, unless contaminated with se\,\.,age,
or poached by catt le, is not putr id. Neither was the gas due
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to photosynthesis. It gives proof of the porosity of nrerstr

soil and of its penetration by much air. \'isible pores \fv'ere

observed in digging roots for measurement. l'Iany \l'erc

evidently spaces left  by roots and stents that had decayed.

The root-stocks of Armeria and Plantago often extended dou'n

to great depths, upu'ard grorvth of the stenrs having ke1-rt

pace with progressive r ise of the ground by si l t ing' \ \ Ihen

the old root-stock dies, the external rincl persists r'l 'hile the

softer tissues decay, leaving a tubular space to serve as an air

conduit.  The original visible air channels are the burrou.s of

the crustacean and sea-\\'ornts :tlre:rcly mentioned. 
't'hc

surface soi l  of shal lou' " pans " has bcen observed pit ted by

innumerable t iny openings of Cocophium burrorvs as i f

pr icked al l  over by pins, and at each a si lvery air bel l .  1'hough

living burrowers were not found under turf far frotn creek

or " pan " margins, i t  is certzr in that thc burrou's persist t i l l

they are occupied by roots or rhizonlcs. 
'fhe 

track of

burrows, and indeed of al l  tubes through nterse soi l ,  even the

tracks of l iv ing roots, werc conspicttous bY rusty red colottr-

irg. The difference fr'c.rt.tr the surrourrding soil is nlost nrarrked

rvhere the blue-grey sub-soi l  is l tenelraled. By these con-

duits- oxyg'en, whether as g' i ts or cl issolved in tvAter, cl i f fusecl

and oxidisecl the ferrous sulphide (product of thio-bacteria)

to ferr ic 'oxide-further proof of aerztt ion. Once the plant

is establ ished, oxygen procluccd as l ty-procluct of photosyn-

thesis dif fuses through the plants'  own channels to the roots.

The iron rust seenrs to consolidate the tubes, for thev can be

isolated entire by rvashing. 
'l 'his 

u'as first noticed on the

bank opposite Kippford, ll 'here gentle cttrrents wash a\\/ay

loose mud, leaving' the nrore coherent tubes as domed pi l lars

projecting above the surface. At first mucus was supixrsed

to be the agent of agglut ination; but heating the tubes did

not carbonise the nraterial, nor \\ras the empyreumatic odo'ur

of decon-rposing protein apparent. Of as great or even

greater import are the minute spaces betrveen adjacenr

particles of clay-the larger the particles, the greater the

interspaces and the less the amount of salts and of rvater

absorbed on the surfaces, consequently also the greater the

r r l
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air spaces in the soil when water drains off. Sea water,

largel.v perhaps owing to its calcium salts, clots suspendecl

clay into larger aggregates and causes rapid sedimentation

of si l t .  I t  probably causes similar f locculat ion in the merse

soil, rendering it mo're porous and, rvhen dry, more friable.

Calcium carbonate from carapaces of crustaceans and shelis

of molluscs must augment this reaction. Leaching out of the

salts by seepage of fresh water rvill antagonise it. Poaching

by cattle will puddle the clay and render it impervious. 
'fo

sum up, rvhen the ebbing tide Llncovers the merse, the water

table slowly subsides and sucks air behind into the pores :

every flood tide, rvhether or not it submerges the nrerse, will

expel some of the air, rvhich thus is reneu'ed trvice a day.

The cohesion of the burrou's helps to consolidate the mud

ti l l  plants become establ ished and complete i ts stabi l isat ion.

Earthworms, of course, are absent from the merse and

all  land inundated by storm spring t ides. r\  local observer

states that one such t icle six feet higher than the highest

spring t icles ki l le<l a young plantat ion and drorvned hundreds

of raltbits on the high sandy merse near Sotttherness. 
'I'he

earthn'ornrs cante up in mil l ions :tnd cl icC. Gulls fed on thc

carcases for rveeks. Since then, sonle lrventy years ago,

only coarse grass grows in places that previously bore go<ld

crops of corn.

Hy&ogen lon Goncentration in Merse Soil.

l lyclrogen ion concentrat ion, PH., gives a measure of

the ac ic l i ty  or  a lka l in i ty  o f  a  so lu t ion.  Agr icu l tura l
" sourness " of soi l ,  though frequently associated u' i th

chenrical acicl i tv, is a ntore complex concepl. 
' Ihe nunrbers

usccl to nteasure pH. may be stalecl rvi thout explanation.

Neutral i ty of puie rvater is expressed by pH. 7.o; num-bers

decreasing from pH. Z.o indicate increasinq acicl i ty;nttmbers

increasing from pH. Z.o indicate increasing alkal i l i t f ' .

pH.  r .o : r lec inornta l  ac id  : I  gm.  o f  hydrogen ions in  ro

l i t r e s  o f  s o l u t i o n ; p H .  7 . o : r  g m . o f  H .  i o n s  i n  l o ' o o o ' o o o

l i tres. I)unrfr ies tap rvater rvas almost neutral,  pH. 7.2 l l : '

7 .3 .  N i th  rvater  was very  s l ight ly  a lka l ine,  pH.  7 .2  to  7 .4 ,

during ordinary or low f lorv; sl ightly acid, pH. 6.8, in spate.
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Water coming in from the Solway at full spring tide was
dist inct ly alkal ine, pH. 8.5. Opposite the merses rvater in

the channel from half to ebb t ide varied betrveen pH. 8. e

and 7.4.
I'he pH. of the soil and of the " p.t't " water rvas deter-

mined under varying condit ions of u'ealher and t ide for the

plots of three of the traverses and a.lso for other localities
for comparison. But since the method employed-Colori-
metr ic with B.D.H. Universal Indicator- is not of r igid pre-

cision, and since the factors causing sl ightly diverse results

for the same plot at different tin-res are rather complex, no

stress can meantime bc laid on small  dif ferences, but only

on broad features.

KInrcoNr.lBal.-" Pans " on zrll plots, except lands'ard

border of V.-pH. 8.o to 8.5; muddy creek through land-

ward border of V.-pH. 6.6 (after neaps), 7.o (after springs);

soi l  on al l  plots, except inner borcler of V. and scarp of raised

bezrch-pH. 7.8 to 8.3 ; scarp of raised beach, " sour "

pasture on the plateau, pcaty soi l  in f i r  u,oocl at edge of Kirk-

connell  [ i lorv-6.4 to 6.5; peat ;rnd cl i tches of I i i r l<connell

Flou'-4.o.

SourH GrnwcnprB.-( '  Pans " on al l  plots except VII.--

pH.  2 .8  to  8 .5  ;  so i l  o f  a l l  p lo ts  except  \ r I I . -pH.  7 .8  to  8 .o ;

Plot VII.  (rush patch and raised beach scarp)-pH. 6.4 to

6.5 (after neaps), 7.2 (after springs).

Nonru Gr ,n l rceprB. - "  Pan "  o f  I . -pH.  2 .8  (sa l t ) ;  d i tch

across I I I . -pH.  8 .5  (very  sa l t  :  4 .2  per  cent .  o f  ch lor ides as

Common Sal t :  sea u 'a ter  conta ins 3 .S per  cent .  o f  to ta l  sa l ts )  ;
so i l  o f  a l l  p lo ts ,  except  IV. -pH.  7 .6  to  2 .8 ;  P lo t  IV. -

p H .  6 . 8  ( ? ) .

MavrscRovr.-Here is a patch of me,rse on the Nith

3f miles by river above Glencaple, unenclosed by levee. It

might almost be called carse, but it is submerged by high

spring t ides. River banks and part of merse covered wilh

compact turf-pH. 2.4; r idge of dark humus with rvhins,

&c. -pH.  6 .5  to  6 .8 ;  marsh wi th  reeds,  rushes,  horse- ta i ls ,

Oenanthe, Caltha, &c., fed by large f ield drain, mud black

and foul,  submerged by previous t ide, but as the r iver rvas in

i , l t

I
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spate the water rvould be fresh-pH. 6.2, the same at fourth

t ide after neaps-pH. 6.S; above drain from arable f ield on

25 ,feet terrace-pH. 6.o (after heavy rains), 5.8 (after clr;r

rveather) ;  soi l  of above f ield-pH. 6.2.

KlppFoRo.-Nlerse on the estuary of the Urr. \ \ Iater in

channel-pH. 2.4 ( lorv t ide springs), 8.5 (high t ide springs) ;
" pAns "-pH. 8.o to 8.5; soi l-upper slope of bare mttd

f lats, clothed u' i th green algre and rvith isolated plants of

Armeria, Plantago, Glyceria-pH. 8.o; terrace above, with

conrpact turf of Glyceria-pH. 2.8; broad rvater- logged cle-

pression rvith Plantago, 
' fr iglochin, 

Aster, Stat ice, but l i t t le

Glycer ia-pH.  2 .2 ;  h igh ter race in land f rom last  u ' i th

Glyceria most abundant-pH. 7.6; slope along base of levee,

separated from former ptot by a long series of " composite

pans " and in places by marshy ground bearing reeds, the

slope i tself  bearing luxuriant Glyceria turf,  subnterged by

high spring t icles, seepafJe fronr arable f ield-pH. Cr.8.

From the pH. f igures the fol lorving observations and

decluctions may be recorded:-(r) The soi l  of salt  merse is on

the alkal ine side of neutral.  f 'he merse is more of the nature

of a fen than o,f a fresh l tr i t ter tnarsh, and the soi l  is quite

trnl ike that of a peat moss. (z) With stagnant fresh rvater

the reaction is on the acid side. (r) With fresh rvater, where,

AS on the bank of the Nith at Vlavisgrove' oxygen is sucked

dou,n after water rapicl lv sinking in, the reaction is sl ightlV

alkal ine. (4) Even rvhere the merse is sometimes submerged

by salt  or brackish rvater, i f  seepage of fresh water prevai ls,

i f  the rvater be stagnant, i f  the soi l  be black rvith humus' or

i f  oxvgen be not sucked down, the reaction tends to be acid.

(5) Even u'here the merse is waterlogsed, i f  i t  be frequentlv

submerged by the t ide, the reaction remains alkal ine. (6)

Glyceria seems to tolerate a wide rang'e of hydrogen ion con-

centrat ion : i t  grows luxuriantly at Kippford at pH. 6.8 to 7.8,

and i t  rvas found from pH. 6.5 to 8.5. Prof. W. R. G.

Atkins states in l{ature, cvi i i .  8o, that Armeria marit ima

tolerates pH. 6.8 to 8. 2; that Gorse is usuallv on acid soi ls

pH. 5.4 to 6.8. As indicating variat ion of pH. with condi-

t ions, his statement, that photosynthesis by marine alga in
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rock pools may lorver acidity by o.z5 through consumption of

carbonic acid, may be noted. He states that in water foul

rvith rott ing sea weed, acidity increased to pH.6.4; but in

the salt  ditch at N. Glencapie, containing aututnn leaves, pH.

tvas 8.5; this tvater, however, was not foul.

Prof. T'. G. B. Osborn rvrites of the halophytic vegetation

at Port Wakefield in arid South Austral ia that the soi l  of al l

zones except the most landward have pH. approximating that

of the sea, pH. 8.6; the landrvard zone had pH�. 7.+, associated

lr'ith a decrease of salt and lirne : on the Nith and Urr merses

tlre landward zone was acid, but in them seepage was a factor.
' fhe 

results of experiments intended to reproduce natural

conclitions by growing samples of nrerse turf in pots were not

unequivocal enough to merit publication in detail, but a ferv

rvi l l  be mentioned. Acid soi l  (rvi th i ts plants) rvatered for a

.month rvith physiological ly normal sal ine (NaCl o.9 per cent.)

seenred to tend torvards neutral i tv, e.S., one experitnent-

pH. 6.6 changed to 7.o : this ma1' have been clue to aeration

or to the salt  causing nrore r:rpicl  subsiclence of acid parl icles

fron'r suspension. A u,edge of acicl turf loose in the pot io

increase aeration was rvatered u' i th neutral water, and changed

from pH. 6.8 to 7.8, but leaching of acid might cause this.

When there was no drainage and air was excluded as much

as possible by using a jam jar instead of a f lower pot, neutral

water being used, the acidity of acid soi l  increased, e.g. (most

favourable experinrent),  pH. b.5 to 5.S.

Salt Poltcntages.

The salt  percentage of a sanrple of soi l  front variotts plots

depends on :-

(r) The ampli tude of the preceding t ide. Dead neaps

create little movement of water in the estuary, and the flou'

of water in the r iver makes i t  fresh. The ebb of springs

sweeps out r iver water, while the f lowing spring l ide pours

Sohvay water far up the river and all over the nlerse.

(z) Height o'f the plot above lorv u'ater level. Lorv plots

covered by all tides rvill be affected by the fresher u,ater of

neaps, and of the f irst of f lood and lztst of cirb; whereas hisher

plots though seldom immersed should be bathed by salter

l l
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water. The set of the currents and the bearing of creeks wil l

modify these factors.

(3) 
' the 

resultant of (r) and (z)-the interval elapsed since

plot rvas last under water. l 'his should inf luence thc con-

centrat ion of soi l  solut ion but not the salt  percentage of the

soi l  sample.

(4) Weather since last subnrergence of the plot. Heavy

rainfall leaches out salts from the soil and brings dou'n the

river in spate. Hot, dt,u sunlmer g'eather dirninishes the

volume of the r iver and by evaporation concentrates soi l  solu-

t ion.

(5) Proximity to the r iver, creeks, and ditches faci l i tat ing

deep as rvel l  zrs superf icial drainage.

(6) Slope of the ground ftrcilitating surface drainage.

Level ground tends to be rvaterlogged, and as a rttle to have

a high salt  content s'here not leached by seepage of fresh

water.

(7) Density of herbage. Vegetation retards the recession

of u,ater frortr the surface, and gives the salt  u'ater nlore

t inre  to  s in l<  in .

(8) Nature of the mud. The smaller the part icles, the

greater the absorption of u'ater zrnd of salts, and in conse-

quence the more rvaterlogged is the soil and the greater the

salt percentage of the sanrple; also the harder does i t  cake

rvhcn dr-y.

(9)  l ) is tance up r iver  f ronr  the open sea.  Natura l ly  the

sa l tness of  the \ \ 'a ter  that  inunc la tes the nterse tends to  d inr in ish

the far ther  t rp  r iver  the l '  a re .

ThG Yogotation.

Glyceria marit inta (Sea t\ Ianna Grass).-This plant is pre-

dominant on nrost of the merse, and is the pioneer at al l  four

traverses studied. Isolated plants and clumps advance t l lany

yards ahead of other species on these mud slopes. Only at

South Glencaple does Salicornia intern-r ingle, and there dis-

t inct ly to the rear. On Glen Isle nrtrd f lat (Urr estu:rrv) and

at Orchardton Bay ;rosit ions are reversed. .Judged bv.per-

centage of plants per unit  area, Glyceria f lourishes bbst at

K . ,  I I I . ;  C . P . ,  I I ,  a n d  I I I . ;  S . G . ,  I V . ;  N . G . ,  I .  a n d  I I .  A s
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a rule i ts roots go deeper as sal inity increases, though i t  is

sparse on rvaterlogged plots u. i th high sal inity; this may be

" due to poor neration and to " sourness " of the dark sub-

soi l .  I t ,  hou'ever, tolerates a u' idc range of pH., and lou,

sa l in i tv  :  i t  s 'as  luxur iant  : r t  pH.  6 .8 ,  and i t  seenrs  to  grou '

u'el l  on inland lan'ns laicl  u' i th sea lurf.  I t  grerv excel lentl ,v

in lxrts out of doors exlrcsed 1o ordinary rainfal l .  Grou'n i tr

1rcts and rvatered u'ith salt solutions of increasing strengths,

the to, lerat ion of salt  u'as greater than that of Armeria and

Glaux.

Armeriu marit i t t to or rt i lgari .s (Thrif t ,  Sea Pink, Cushion

Pink, &c.).-In contrerst to Glyceria, this plant roots deeper

lvi th decreasing sal inity, although on higher patches of nrerse

sr.vard u' i th :rn inlancl facies, i t  is sparse and the roots are

short,  being probably choked by mo're robust r ivals. I t  farcs

badly on lorv rvaterlogged plots u' i th high salt  content. In

frcts, rvhen 4.42 per cent. of s:r l t  u'as in the soi l ,  Armcria

diecl,  u'hi lc Glyceria continued to f lourish. (Total salts in

sea rvater ,  3 .5 . )  I t  s lanc ls  lorv  sa l in i ty  in  gardens zrnd c tn

nrountains up to tSoo feet in the Highlands.

Gloux tnnri t ima (Sea N{i l l is 'ort,  Bl:rck Saltw'ort).-Glaux

seems to f lourish best rvi th high sal inity, but a deep soft rnoist

soil is as imlrcrtant a factor in producing good specimens.

In  a  ho l lou 'o f  C.P.  I I I . ,  u , i th  the lorv  sa l t  percentage of  o .o7,

i t  had roots seven inches long, but the soi l  rvas soft u,hcn

moist, powdery lr 'hen dry. Like Armeria, i t  is choked on the

Leontodon plot. In pots, i t  stood salt  better than Arnreria

but not so lr.'ell as Glyceri:r.

Plantago ntari t i r t tu (Sea Plantain).-Sonre of the factors

control l ing i ts growth agree rvith those for Armeria, but i ts

condit ion is excel lent in salt  rvaterlogged ground, u,here

Armeria presents a sorry appearance. It died, hor,vever, in

pots when only 2.3 per cent. of salt  was present. An interest-

ing feature, worth further investigation, is the abundance of

Plantago on S.G. IV., and i ts great scarcity on the next plot,

S.G. I I I . ,  though there is l i t t le dif ference in appearance, only

a sl ight dif ference in sal inity and exactly the sanre pH. 
' lhis

species occurs in hi l l  burns of Perthshire up to rSoo feet,
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Salicornia herbacea (Glassrvort,  Marsh Samphire). -  At

none of the four Nith traverses is i t  a pioneer; at South Glen-

caple it appears among' the pioleer Glyceria plants, but not

in the front. l'he best specirnens were found in a hollorv of

S.G.  I \ ' . ;  sa l t  o .3 : i  1 ler  cent . ,  pH.  7 .8 .  I t  u 'as  not  thr iv ing

at  I t .  l \ ' ' � . ,  u 'a ter logged c lav;  sa l t  t .33 per  cent . ,  PH.  8 .3 .

Suaedo marit i tr to (Seabli te).-Not found as a pioneer on

mud f lats in any traverse. I i ine plants occur alongside Sali-

cornia in the hol lorv of S.G. I \ ' .

Cochleario offtcinalis (Scurvy-grASs' Spoonwort).-This

crucifer, though grorving'rvel l  under natura! condit ions in soi l

rvi th a high salt  content, cl ied early u'hen the soi l  in the

pot contzrinecl only 2. i  per cent. of salt .  I t  seems to prefer

the cleep soft nrud on the steep banks of creeks, perhaps for

shade, or perhaps i t  thus escapes being browsed by catt le.
' I 'his 

plant or i ts sub-species, montanzr, is founcl in Dumfries-

shire up to zSoo feet, and in the Highlands to 4ooo feet. I t

is found far north in al l  arct ic areas.

Aster Tripol iunr (Sea Starn'ort,  Shareu'ort).-This com-

posite appears to be better aclzrpted than Cochlearia for grotvth

in heavy rvaterlogged soi ls, btrt  otheru' ise their requirements

seem to be similar.

Spergulario marina (?) (Buda sP., Lepiqonum sP.),

Sandu'ort-spttrrev.-Alrnost confinecl to loose, deep, rvet mrtcl

of high sal inity. In 1rcts, i t  rvas thriving and in bloom rvhen

most of the other halophytes were dying or dead" It shorvecl

no signs of succumbing to 4.42 per cent. of salt  in the soi l .
'lhe 

species of Spergularia are very variable.

Tri glochin nt ariti.mutn (Sea Arrow-grass).-T'hrives best

in heavy, salt waterlogged soils, and is not found on any of

the higher better drained plots. I t  rvas thriving in a ditch

containing 4.2I per cent. of salt .

Summary and Comlusiont

From the foregoing observations, determinations, and

deductions, a picture of the history of the merse may be

drawn.

(t) By si l t ing, submarine shoals become mud f lats exposed

at lorv 1ide, These are inhabited b1' cockles, lobworms,
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crustaceans, g'reen algre, and by a micro-fauna and -flora in

teeming profusion, which by their exuvire and burrows help

to consolidate the loose mud and quicksands. In the sheltered

estuary of the LIrr extensive banks are st i l l  at this stage, and

the accunrulat ion of shel l  sand on the beaches of l i t t le bays

gives evidence of the profusion of cockles in the banks. The

sheltered part of the Nith estuary is already f i l led n, i th old-

establ ished merse at the f inal stages.

(z) Sedimentation gradually, but now less rapidl.y, rzr ises

the level till the flat is not covered by dead neaps and the green

mantle of algre beconres conspicuous, as again seen on the

Urr along the line of nrooring posts on Glen Isle bank opposite

I(ippforcl. Up to this stage consolidation has progressed as

before; but norv cockles will starve and lobrvorms be du'arfed.

Their burrols, horvever, concreted with ferr ic oxide or other-

wise, persist as pipes to f ix the mud and aerate the soi l .  The

crustaceans continue active in their u'ork.

(r) Sal icornia mav nbu'appear ancl maintain a grip where

currenl ancl u'ave clo not rvash a\\ 'ay the mobile mud. Being

an annrra l  p lant  o f  snra l l  s ize,  i ts  ind iv idua l  e f fec t  is  ne i ther

great nor certain of recurrence in succecding years; but a

compact patch intercepts si l t  and f lotsanr of the t ide; and on

their death the stenrs and roots add to the soil humus, fibrous

binding material and air-conducting pipes. Again one needs

to quit the Nith to f ind a good example of this stage. Glen

Isle bank provides one. Lobu'orms and crustaceans continire'\

their subterraneAn u,ork of f ixing, mixing, and aerating the

soi l .

(4) When subnrergence is only b-y intermediate t ides,

Glyceria creeps dorvn anrcng the Salicornia, and chiefly by

its stoloniferous habit proves i tself  a most eff icient instrunrent

in stabi l ising the merse. I ts deal stolons, too, buried in

accretions of fresh si l t ,  provide more eff iciently than Sali-

corn ia ,  humus,  b ind ing mater ia l  and a i r  condui ts .

(<)  Armer ia ,  Aster ,  Cochlear ia ,  P lantago,  &c. ,  get : r  foot -
ing s'hen thc r-nucl is firnr enough. Under the " closed "

vegetation, rvorms and cnrstaceans cease to burrorv; they
remain in " pans " or under bare or part lv clad hol lou's. Old
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root-stocks of l ' lant:tg<,r,  . , \r tr terier, &c., stolons of Glyceria,

and old burrort 's st i l l  :rct as air tubes for renerval of oxygen

at every t ide. [Jpn'arrcl grorvth of the plants keeps pace r ' , ' i th

sedintentzrt ion lrnt l  the brorvsing aninrals l ty cropping short

the dense vegeti t t i t -rn give thc su'ard 1 lau'n-l ike appc:trance.
' l 'he 

soi l  is enriclred and inrproved by thc droppings of catt lc

and birds rtnd in other \ \ 'atys ah eady discusscd. i \ t  this arnd

all  preceding stages the soi l  reaction is l ike thart of the sea,

d is t inc t ly  a lka l ine.

(6) At this strtge, u'hen thc level is such that only high

spring t icles c<-rvcr i t ,  Sal icornia, Suacda, zrnd Spergulari : t  zrre

choked out, u'hi lc ( i l : rux l tnd Artrterizt i tre curbed by nlr)re

robust r ivals. ( i lyceria is st i l l  donrinetnt, but invaders front

the land :rrc appe:rr ing. 
' l 'he 

trterse at this st i tge is in a l : tbi lc

st:rte, seemingly sl ight variat ious of level,  drzt inage, sal inity,

ircral ion, soi l  tcxture, ph., and probably other f i tcl-ors being

:rssocizrted u' i t l t  uttrr l<cd chztnges in thc verlet l t t iou. At this

stage, too, " 
1)i tns 

" tend 1o enl:rrge their bounds to co-

alesee and fornr " ccrtttposite pans. " /\ suggestecl carusc of

this erosion of their margins is that betu'cen long intervzrls of

r,vater renewal in suntnter, evapoiration concentrates thc salt

solut ion to zr gt int which nolte of the nlersc plants cltn sttrvivc.

(7) \A/hen the,tt tcrsc level hers been raised alxx'e lr l l  but

stornr spring ti<les, lcaching by rain itttd seepitg'e cituse thc

clay lo deflocculate itntl loose its gtrosity and friability. 
'I'he

consequent latck of acrzrtion is apt to turn the soil " sour. "

Occ:rsional suburersir:n in salt r.r.'ater prevents colonisation by

cztrthrvornrs. In arbsence of art i f ic ial clrainage and l inr ing, the

ground is liable to beconre a swaltrp, and if the clinrate is

favourable, a peat nross. Great crops, horvever, are growll

after l ime and drainage.

-l
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F I  ELD M EET I  NGS.

27th MAY, 1926.

Lochwood and Kinnelhead.
Sonte thirty took part in this meeting and, favoured with

a beautiful day, the hawthorns and brooms at their fullest

blossoming, the wide prospects of Upper Annandale seen

while climbing Beattock Hill at their best, and the moor-

lands beyond, windswept and sunsplashed, it will long

remain in the memories of the participants as one of the most

delightful, as it was one of the most venturesome, excursions

that have been made by the SocietY.

The first objective was Lochwood Tower, where lVIr R.

C, lleid read a paper on its history and described it and its

adjacent Mote hill. Thereafter Mr William Waugh, Palace-

knowe, acted as guide and took the comPany to " The

Castle " at Kinnelhead. This ruinous structure displays

unique features, the natural rock formation having been

adapted and utilised by the builders. The ruins stand at the

debouchement of a narrow cleuch on the north-west shoulder

of Peat Hill and, apparently, have been enclosed by a dyke

making a considerable rectangular courtyard in which there

is a natural spring. Particularly on the west side of the

cleuch the rocks rise sharply, their natural formation tending

to be huge shelving blocks, and these have been ingeniously

uti l ised both in situ and by removal for the structure. the

principal remains, which cotrsist of three chambers, are the

outermost from the cleuch, though the most massive are the

innermost, some of the stones being over a tou in weiqht,

and in which there are no traces of mortar bui lding. The

west side of the valley forms the western wall of the whoie

structure, that of the two inner chambers being sheer blocks

of rock, while that of the outer has a built face rvhere neces-

sary to correct the natural inequali t ies of the l ine. A trans-

verse rock formation has been utilised for the construction

of the outer chamber, a vaulted roof having been built across

from rockface to rockface. There has been at least one
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storey above this vault. The other chambers are morc
fragmentary, only port ions of the transverse walls, a few
feet in height, remaining. These make the central chamber
the broadest and the inner chamber the narrowest of the

three. There is a built opening from the central to the inner,
but none to the outer chamber. The whole eastern wall  has
gone. The entire structure measures 5<r feet by z3 f.eet z
inches. f'he walls are four feet thick. The outer vaulted
chamber looks somewhat like a chapel, and this suggestion
is heightened by a small ,  sl ightly incised cross (ro| inches
high by 3f across the arms) being cut on the Southern rock
face of the central chamber, but it is hardly likely that it rs
other than a comparatively recent carving. The structure
does not conform to the usual Border Tower type of defence,
and if it was such it had an original and ingenious architect.

On the return journey the company visited Beattock Hill,
not only to see the fort there, but for the magnificent view,
in which Mr Waugh pointed out the main features.

The company were generously entertained to tea at
Burrance by Mr and Mrs Ferguson, to whom a vote of thanks
was conveyed on the motion of Mr T. A. Hall idav.

Lochwood Tower.

By R. C. Rrro, Esq.
History of Lochwood.

Unlike many other sites in our distr ict,  the interest ol
Lochwood l ies not so much in i ts few visible remains as in i ts
historical associat ions and picturesque surroundings. Of
the four ancient and ennobled famil ies of Dumfriesshire,

three of them-the Maxwells, the Douglases, and the
Murrays-have each handed down to us either a modernised
historic residence or else a noble ruin, well kept and com-
paratively intact. Only the family of Johnstone, wrth
achievements just as great, a lineage just as ancient, and. a
history just as romantic, have allowed the ancient home of
their forebears to fall to pieces in neglect and decay. For-
saken f inal ly in rTro and probably then dismantled, i t  must
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have been pillaged for building material, and time, weather

and negligence have completed the havoc. Yet this

crumbling ruin has a story, and the site on which it stands

can take us back to the dawn of Scottish History. The

family that owns it takes its name from the parish in which

Lochrvood stands. But the name is f.ar older than ttie

parish, because it must have been a placename before a

parish ever existed here. The derivation is obvious-the

town or steading of John. Sir Wil l iam Fraser, in his mag-

nificent Annandale Book, suggests that the first known fore-

bear of the family was one John without a surname, who

must have received, about rr7o, a grant of Lochwood from

the f irst Bruce, Lord of Annandale, so that this John Save
his name to the lands of John's toun. This certainly is atr

attractive theory and one not easy to refute. Yet, in accept-

ing it, some hesitation may be justifiable. In the lirst place,

the John of trTo can hardly be aught but a Norman. He

attests or is a party to important documents. His son

Gilbert was known f irst as Gilbert,  son of John, and later,

about r2r4, as Sir Gilbert de Jonistune. Both father end

son attest documents in company with other important men

of their day who are known to have been Normaus.

John must therefore have been a Norman. Now, the

Normans invented surnames, and when (as in the majo-

r i ty of cases) these were terr i tor ial designations they were

almost always taken from the lands they held. 
' l 'hev 

did not

give their name f o lands, but derived that surnarne from their '

lands. 
' I 'hus, 

a Norman cal led Ivo was granted bv Bruce

the lands of Kirkpatrick, and thereafter figures as Ivo de

I{ irkpatr ick. Instances could be mult ipl ied. Further. the

derivation of Johnston is Anglian, which suggests that some

Angle in the centuries prior to the Norman advent mav ha.ic

sett led here, hence the placename, in which case i t  was the

merest chance that a Norman John in a later age should

derive his surname from the Anglian placename.

A Norman Mote.

But it does not do, even for an antiquary, to dogmatise
on such matters. The Angle-if he ever existed-has left
no trace behind him. Fortunatelv. it is far otherwise with
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the Norman. As soon as he took possession his first thougtrt

was to make sure of his own security, and in conformity

with the practice of his race he erected a Norman Mote'

which still dominates this site. Not content with the invari-

able ditch, rampart and palisade about its foot and another

palisade on its summit, he devised a second rampart and

palisade half way up its steep sides and an unusual entrance

on the south-east, where an intruder would be enfiladed on

all sides. 
-I-he Mote itself is apparently a natttral mound

artificially adapted. The level summit is certainly artificial'

on the top he tui l t  his wooden tower. That, of course, dis-

appearecl six centuries ago. But we know what i t  must have

looked like, for at that very time Arnold Count of Guisnes

was building the Nlote of Ardres in Picardy, and as his

descendant owned the barony of Durisdeer in Dunrfr iesshi i 'e,

it is therefore all the more interesting to learn from his con-

temporary chroniclerx how it was built. " Arnold built on

the mote a wooden house. The first storey was on the sur-

face of the ground, where was the cellar, the granary anC

clomestic utensils. In the storey above was the common

living room of the residents, the great chamber where the

Lord and his wife slept. In the inner part of it was a certain

private room where they used to have a fire' ln

t h e u p p e r s t o r e y w e r e g a r r e t r o o m s ' t h e s o n s s l e e p i n g o n t h e

one sicle, the daughters on the other" '

Very similar must have been the wooden tower on Loch-

rvood Mote. The retainers dwelt outside the Mote in an

enclosed bai ley, which cannot now be defined' Here i t

nrust be presumed the clescendants of the Norman John drvelt

till in the middle of the fifteenth century, when it was sup-

planted by a stone tower.

But al l  that t ime, certainly down to r4r3, though the

owners of Lochwood figure in documents and chronicles, yet

no consecutive account can be written of the family. [t is

impossible to form a pedigree based on sufficient evidence'

A Johnston certainly followed Wallace, but we cannot be sure

he olvned Lochwood. What happened to Lochwood when

{- Lambert of Ardres, writing cirea L194'
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Dumfriesshire was overrun by the English after the battle
of Duplin (t35"), or whilst Annandale was an English pro-

vince under the overlordship of the Percies-we cannot tell,
but rve know that its owner fought doughtily and successfully
on the Water of Solway in 1378 and was a Warden of the
\A/estern March.* Thereafter the family, whose descent
can clearly be traced from this Warden, were in every light.
FIis son Adam was at the successful battle of Lochmaben-
stane, 1448. His grandson fought at Arkinholme in r.159,
and figured at the siege of Threave Castle that year, and as
late as 1484 performed feats of valour at the running fight
that ended on Kirtle's bank.

It was probably in the l ife of this Laird, John Johnstoun
of that I lk (r454-93), that the 'fower of Lochwood was built.

Annandale an English Province.

I t  may be asked, where did his predecessors l ive? Sir

Wil l iam Fraser, who could not recognise this Mote when he

sarv it and whose knowledge of medireval architecture was

but slight, assumes that they dwelt at Lochwood, though he

was frankly puzzled to find no earlier documentary refererrce

to i t  than r5r3.t fhe author of the History of the lohnstones
takes a very contrary view. She places the Johnstone lrome

in Eskdale, and asserts, without offering any proof, that in

1334 Lochwood was possessed by the Carliles. Yet ir few

pages further on she declares, equally without proof, that it

belonged to Carruthers of Mouswald. It would be an easv

but thankless task, by quoting similar conflicting statements

from this work, to disprove the trustworthiness of its author;

yet there is something in her views which mal<es one hesi-

tate to accept Sir Wil l iam Fraser's assumption.

The truth of the matter is that from t33z to r383 Annan-

dale was an English province. The Johnstones clung to the

Scott ish connection as far as is known, and must have had

to retire from Annandale. The Carlyles, on the other hand,

are known to have accepted the English domination, and mav
have been rewarded with the Johnstone lands. Even after

* Wyntoun, Bk. If., p. 31f.

t .He aceepts the family traclition of a fourteenth century origin.
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the capture of Lochmaben Castle (t38g) by Douglas, conrli-

tions in Annandale were chaotic. 
'l 'hough he had taken and

destroyed the castle Douglas did not even become Lord clf

Annandale till r4o9. Thereafter there must have been sorne

semblance of order. Yet as late as 1486 there was litiga-

tion between Carlyle and Johnston concerning the lands of

Locherwoode.* Fraser, indeed, says that Lochwood is re-

ferred to as the residence of John Johnstone in t476, thotrgh

he does not give his authority. 
'fhis 

at least is in keeping

with rvhat its architecture suggests-a mid-fifteenth cen-

tury date. I t  wi l l  be asked-How do we know that? The

answer is to be found in the fact that the tower had no

entrance on the ground floor-a definite arrang'ement commotr

in the fifteenth but unusual in the sixteenth centurv. l'he

tower, which follows the main features of a Border tower,

is " L " shaped, with a vaulted basement. 
'l 'he 

basement

was divided into two parts, beneath one of which is a dun-

geon, a cheerful pit measuring zt f.eet by S*. Communica-

tion between basement and upper floors was by a newel

stair in the short wing. There is nothing to indicate where

the entrance was. I t  must have been on the f irst f loor, prc-

bably at the newel stair.

History of the Tower. 
':

Originally approached by a wooden ladder, it must iater

have had a stone stair ascent. This tower, standine in the

corner of a courtyard, was the original stone stronghold of
the Johnstones. At a later date outbuildings were erected
inside the courtyard on the eastern side, the whole enceinte
forming a barnekin. The tower has had a chequered historv
in keeping with the turbulent career of its owners. It was
captured by the English in 1547 in circumstances which art
already well known. But its description must be referred to
-" a f.air large tower with a barnekin, hall, kitchen and
stables all within the barnekin "-ens can identifv it all still.
The tower was captured more by accident than calc:ulated
ruse. Before dawn a dozen men slipped over the barnekin

* The reference may be to lrocharwoods, near Comlongon, which

certainly was Carlyle property.

1 9 1
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wall and occupied the outbuildings, securing the wolrlen

there. At dawn a woman in the tower opened the iron yetr

and wooden outer door of the tower to call in the others.

The ambush rushed forward and seized the wooden Coor.
'l 'he 

woman in her fright had not closed the yett, and the

tower was won. Within the English found it well stocked

with salted beef, malt, barley, oatmeal, butter and cheese.

The English held it till shortly before the Laird was

released from his English prison in r55o. Before departure

they burnt it, whilst the Laird's brother, Johnstone of Wan-r-

phray, aided and abetted them-for which he had to pay

dearly afterwards. Johnstone valued his destroyed plenish-

ings at dr5oo Scots-perhaps an exaggerated figure-and

lost rooo head of nowt and three f locks'of sheep. Rut the

tower was soon restored, only to be surrendered to the

Regent Murray in 1569. In 1585 i t  was burnt again by the

Maxwells, the conflagration including the familv jewels ano

charter chest.* Eight years later Johnstone had his revenge

at l)ryfesands, and the burnt and blackened torver of Loch-

wood, once more repaired, was grimly decorated with the

head and right arm of the slain Lord Maxwell affixed to its

walls.

Thereafter the tower of Lochwood has a more peacefui

story. Thither in Apri l ,  16o8, must have been brought the

corpse of its murdered chieftain to be buried at Johnstone
Kirk.

It must not be thought that Lochwood was the onlv resi-

dence of the family. They had several other towers, such

as Newbie, where the later ennobled members of the familv

were in frequent residence. But Lochwood was still main-

tained as their principal seat. Here Sarah Countess ot

Wigtown made her wil l  in Apri l ,  t628. Here in 164o |ames

Lord Johnstone of Lochwood, fearing the gathering storm cf

Kirk versus King, also made his testament, though he was

to live for thirteen more years. To this period can be

assigned what is undoubtedly the lay-out of a garden on the

rvest of the tower. In the centre of it is a curious mound

on which grow four aged gean trees. It has been surrounded

* Some cloubt may be expressed as to this, for the estate titles
are intact back to 1509.
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by a ditch, and has all the appearance of a miniature mote.

It will be recalled that this Society noticed a similar mound

in Logan gardens. Perhaps this may have been a fancy of

the designers of old-world gardens. Lochwood rvas still

inhabited in 1693, for that October Wil l iam Earl of Annan-

dale, in a letter from there, mentions that he had been i1

residence for two months.* I t  was accidental ly burnt in

r1rort and must have been abandoned'

Such has been the story of Lochwood as a site. It ls

really inseparable from the stirring and romantic annals of

the family who have owned it so long-annals well know:r

and bulking largely in local history-to which these remarks

are but a small contribution for a better understanding oi

this site.

Johnstone ol Kinnelhead.

By R. C. Rnro, Esq.

It is not often that one ventures to express views

antagonistic to the Historical Monuments Commission, but

in the case of Kinnelhead even the Commission, in favour;-ng

an ecclesiastical origin, speaks in uncertain tones. This

cross, though of a design familiar to the fourteenth and

fifteenth centuries, X may well be the handiwork of modern

times. Indeed, the shepherd informs me that his summer

lodger had cleaned it up with a penknife-perhaps adding

thereby a small feature not present in the cross as figured

by the Commission. I f  this cross is disregarded, then I

think we have here remains in many respects identical ivith

what we saw at Lochwood, but more ruinous and more

megalithic in appearance. There is nothing at Lochwood

to compare with the enormous slabs of stone work which we

see here. On the other hand, we have at both places a

vaulted basement-of peculiar and most unusual length at

Kinnelhead-placed at a corner of a rectangular courtyald,

round the interior of which are the remains of buildings.

* Raehills Papers, p. 67 (Eist. MSS. Com')'

I Annandale Book, Yol. I., cccxxxiv. The New Statisti,cal'

Accottnt says it was finally forsaken in 1725, not mentioning a fire.

I C, anitr W, A. anit E. Soc, Trans., N.S', VII', 166'

r 9 3
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At Lochwood we described those features as a peel tower

with barnekin surround containing outbuildings, and I can

see no justification for describing Kinnelhead in any other

terms. 
'I'hat, 

of course, is disregarding the cross. If the

cross be taken into serious consideration we have as a pos-

sible alternative a church or ecclesiastical structure unknown

to'history, having a barrel vaulted roof with a suspicion of

a superstructure or upper storey, to which, having in vie-w

the surrounding features, the Commission can supply no

analogue.

Johnstone of Kinnelhead.

Whatever may be thought of the ruins at Kinnelhead,
it seems most probable that they were occupied at the close
of the sixteeneth century by a branch of the Johnstone
family. The principal difficulty in tracing the variorts
hands through which these lands passed is caused by the fact

that they did not all lie in one parish or barony. Part of

them might have lain in the barony of Torthorwald, for in

r5zg it is mentioned as part of a {42 land belonging lo the
Lords Carlyle.* This part, which was probably ,:alled

Wester l{innelhead, was life-rented by Dame Elizabeth
Carlile, who assigned her life-rent of Cogries, Swynefute,
Kinnelhead, etc. , in t6tz to Robert Johnstone of Raecleuch. t

It is recorded, too, that John Johnstone in Glenkill,

whose position in the pedigree of the clan has not been

definitely assigned, renounced in favour of his chief in May,

1568, his lands of Kinnelhead and Holmshaw.l
Another part of Kinnelhead lay in the extinct parish. of

l)rumgrie, and was therefore held by the family of Charteris
as lords of the barony of Amisfield. Yet another fragment
belonged to Hamilton of Ellerschaw. All this we learn
from proceedings taken by John Charteris of Amisfield to

eject the tenants in 16o8.$ The tenants were Andro John-
stone and his uncle, David Johnstone, in Kinnelhead.
Andro is described as grandson and heir to the late Andro

" n.M,S,, 1513-16, 868, along with Cogries and Holmeshaw.

I Reg. of Deeils, vol. 292.
', Annanilal'e Book, f., lxvi.

$ Zrtr anil, Decreets, vol, 228,
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Johnstone, 
" cal led Mariounbanks " (Marjorybanks), atrd

both uncle and nephew were descended from Gavin John-
stone in the Kirkton of Kirkpatrick-Juxta, ancestor of the

Beirholm family.* In the absence of decisive proof the

elder Andrew may be identified with a son of Gavin in Kirk-

ton who bore that name, and of his descendants his sont

David Johnstone in Kinnelhead, was by far the best known.

I)avid's holding in Kinnelhead can only have been that of a
" kindl ie tenant, " a form of tenure in those days held by thc

whole family, hence his nephew Andro's interest.

In his tenancy David must have f lourished. He is not

known to have been a burgess of any burgh, yet he seems

to have carr ied on an active business as a merchant as a very

lucrative adjunct to his prosperity as a farmer. The Register

of Deeds is ful l  of records of his f inancial deal ings.t In r597

tre had a huge sheep deal with his " cousin, " 
Janres

Johnstone of Brackensyde, who gave him in return a bond

for dz4o7.t That David should deal in sheep is not sur-

prising in view of the altitude of Kinnelhead, but it is remarr-

able to find him horse dealing in blood stock. Yet !n 16oz

he sold to William Carmichael of Pedden a gray horse for

the huge sum of 3oo merks-or approximately drco Scots. $
Now we know what was the current price of horseflesh at

that t ime, for the Crown had just been replenishing the Royal

stables. Of all the horses bought by the King the best price

was d6o--" ane chestnut nagg for ye Prince, d45." Royal

coach horses cost dzo apiece, a horse presented by the King

to the Lord Advocate cost dz3, whilst a nag for a page oniy

dtt. Even a " gray stone ambling nagg " bought by the

King as a present for the royal house of Spain, only cost

the King dzz.l l .  David's horse must therefore have been

something exceptional, and we can only conclude that i t  must

have been sold for racing purposes. It is difficult to believe

that David can have bred blood stock at this remote altit,rde.

* Ad.arns, Dou,glas of Morton, p. 272 et serlua.

t  See Vols.  160,  168,  170,  and 181.

tr Beg. of Deed,s, vol. 143.

$ EeS. of Deed,s, vol. 87.

ll Eouseholitr Aecounts, 1604.
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The horse may, of course, have been a lucky purchase, and
perhaps David may have been what we would now terrn an
habitud of the Turf. But, perchance, there is a simpler ux-
planation; for in t6tz one Robert Somerval l  brought an

action against David Johnstone, son of the late Andro John-
stone of Kirkton, called " David in Kinnelfield, " for the
" theftuous spoliation of ane black meir " from the lands of
Cragoburne on 17 August, 16ro.* So David, in spite of
his prosperity as farmer, dealer and merchant, could never
escape his Johnstone blood. Indeed, only the year before
(16r r) he was prosecuting other members of that clan for
stealing his cattle. t That same year he acquired for 4ooo
merks from his cousin, Gavin Johnstone, burgess of Edin-
burgh,{ the sheep lands of Dryfeheid, and took a seven years'
tack of Pedwane and Glengonner from Robert Earl of
Lothian for the huge yearly rent of fZSo.$ Sheep reanng
was clearly a thriving occupation at that date, for that :;amr)
year, in spite of the above outlays, he was able to lend Dame
Margaret Scott,  Lady Johnstone and Applegarth, dzooo.i i

David Johnstone was dead by 9th November, 1612, when
his executors began to take over his estate and put things in
order.*x This must have proved a big task fronr the numbei-
of entr ies recorded in the Register of Deeds, but was readi iy
dealt rvith by the practised hands of his cousin, Archibald

Johnstone, merchant in Edinburgh, and his son James (of
the Warrieston family). David left several sons, of whom
Samuel Johnstone seems to have been the eldest. I'he
latter came of age in r6z5,t t  and the fol lowing year gave a
discharge to his father's executors, " being now 22 years of
age."1l Lit t le is known of him save that in 16z7 he parted

''r Acts und D'ecreefs, vol. 266.
I lbid., vol. 262.
t Son of James Johnstone of Brackensyde (Brg. of Dcecls, vol.

184, 29th June, 1611).

$ ReS. of Deed,s, vol.  182, 4th Marclr,  1611.
ll lbid., vol. 198, 25th JuIy, 1612.
** Ibid., vol. 203 et sequa.
I I lbid., vol. 385.
++ Ibdd,, vol. 388.
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with the Dryfeheid lands to Joseph Johnstone' son of the

executor Archibald.x

In addit ion to Samuel, David had three natural sons.

James, who in 16r r gave a bond to an Edinburgh burgess,

ancl David.Johnstone in Broomhil ls, who with Thomas John-

stone, the other natural son, witnessed i t .  t  I t  is also almost

certain that there was another son, William Johnstone,

though he is not described as son of David. Both William

and Thomas met violent deaths, Wil l iam being slain in 1619

by William Johnstone of Kellobank and his two sons. His

daughter Jean at once sought justice. The case came before

the Justice Eyre on zoth June, 16zo, when Jean withdrew

from the pursuit, perhaps because adequate compensation

was offered. But on behalf of the Crown the case was

adjourned to the next Justice Eyre. The " assisters of the

persute " were Thomas Johnstone of Beirholm, then the head

of the family, James Johnstone of Erschag, and Robert

Johnstone, cal l i t  of Mossop, whose place in the family pedi-

gree has not yet been definitely ascertained. { He was prc-

bably a brother of David.

Thomas met an equally tragic fate on 3oth December,

1618, at the hands of Hew Johnstone, apparent of Newton,

though William Johnstone of Kellobank seems to have had

a hand as well in the slaughter. The murder never came to

the official cognisance of the Justice Eyre, for the families

concerned, probably at the instigation of the Chief, came to

a mutual arrangement. The document was drawn uP at

Lochwood on r3th Apri l ,  16zo, Hugh Johnstone agreeing to

pay drooo Scots to the widow, Margaret Armstrong, and her

chi lclren, 
" in name of kinbute assythement and ful l  sat isfac'

t ioun for the cruel and unnatural slaughter of Thomas John-

stone in Kinnelheid. 
" In return letters of slains were issued

by Thomas Johnstone of Beirholm on behalf ,of the rvidow in

favour of Newton, Wil l iam Johnstone of Kel lobanks alone

Acts  an .d ,  Dac ree ts ,  vo l .450 ,  p .2 i1 ,  and  Gen ,  Reg .  Sas ' ,  vo l '  23 '

Reg. of Deeds, vol. 198, 1Oth Se'pternber, 1612'

Pitcairn, I., 489.

+
I

+
t
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being excepted. On the other hand, Andro Johnstone ot
Marjorybanks was excepted on the side of the pursuers. *

This last unusual exception must have been dictated by
the fact that Andro, too, had pled guilty of murder, having
slain Robert Johnstone of Bigorties, a notorious ruffian who
may rvell have deserved his end, but who unfortunately had
left a widow and a whole crowd of bairns. The relict. natur:-
al ly raised an outcry, and at the moment Andro was under
a cloud and probably in hiding. That December (16rg),
however, he got over the difficulty and dried the widow's tears
by paying'3oo merks by way of assythement. f This settle-
ment had not been effected at the time of the murder of
Thomas of Kinnelheid, and Andro therefore, being still a
murderer at large, could scarcely have been a party to a legal
document, and so was specif ical ly excepted unti l  he had satis-
f ied the very lenient requirements of early seventeenth century
law in Scotland.

It may be observed that all these murders were by John-
stones of Johnstones and settlement was effected by the
mediation of the chief. Had the murdered men not been

Johnstones i t  is improbable that the widows would have
received any compensation unless they were supported Dy
some very potent influences. But the episodes display a
deplorable condition of society, and may well give rise to the
exclamation-how these Johnstones loved one another !

The family cannot long have retained Kinnelhead.
Samuel may have died early, for Thomas Johnstone of Beir-
holm, the head of the family, seems to have got possession,
from whom it  was acquircd by the f irst Earl of Annanclale. f
I t  was then described as Easter Kinnelheid.

" Reg. of Deeds, vol. 347 , 10th October, 1628. The letters wcre
issued by Beirholm, Anclrew his brother, and James Johnstone of
Eirshag.

I Eeg. of Deecls, vol. 328, 14th Oetober, IG2Z. The wiclow was
Janet Johnstone, and the children, Bessie, Janet, Marion, ancl Grizzel.
James Johnstone of that flk was a witness.

I Annandale Book, f., cevii i"
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rTth JUNE, 19z6.

Borgue and Girthon.

Over fifty members drawn from Dumfries and various
parts of the Stewartry assembled at Ashfield, Tu'ynholm, for
this meeting. The first point of interest visited was the
Mote of Borland of Borgue, where the Secretary dealt gener-
ally with the origin and purpose of such structures.

Barmagachen Mote and Farm.

A similar erection, the Mote of Barmagachen, was next
visi ted, and Mr R. C. Reid pointed out an exceptional feature
'*'hich differentiates it from the others-a small trench run-
ning round the edge of the summit, which seemed to indicate
a double pal isade. I f  so i t  was a uniQue feature. FIe also
dealt with the adjacent farm building of Barmagachen.
When we first hear of it the property is an outlying part of
the Barony of Craichlaw in Wigtownshire, belonging to the
heiresses named Keith, one of whom, Margaret, married a

John Mure in 1459. I t  remained in the Mure family unti i
15r r ,  when i t  was so ld  to  Wi l l iam M'Cle l lane of  Bomby,  fore-
bear of the Lords Kirkcudbright. In the transaction a tower
(turr is) is mentioned which does not now exist,  unless i t  is
incorporated in the present house. Bomby granted the lands
to his nephew, Thomas M'Clel lane of Barmagachin, the lasr
of whose descendants died in ry37, when the propertv passed
in marriage to the Lockharts.

The Borg.

The Borg at Castle Haven was the next stopping place,
and Mr W. A. F. Hepburn, Education Officer for the
Stewartry, lucidly described its salient features and in which
respects it resembled and differed from the brochs in the north
and west of Scotland. The Borg possessed distinctive
features, and while it was said that this was. the home of a
sea-roving people and the name was Norse, he was inclined
to the belief that it was of Celtic origin from its resemblance
to certain structures in Ireland.

In the discussion that followed Mr R. C. Reid em-
phasised the differences between a broch, such as Moussa,
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and this structure. A broch, which was a structure peculiar
to Scotland, was always bui l t  on a single definite design. I t
was (r) circular; (z) bott le shaped with a definite batter; (S)
was dry stone bui l t ;  (4) was invariably proport ioned within

a few feet of a definite diameter-3o feet; (S) had only one

entrance, narrow and low; (6) its inter-mural chambers in
several tiers connected with the interior courtyard bv
stepping-stones, stairs, or sometimes by passages within the
walls ;  (Z) i t  was situated either in a defensive posit ion in a
cultivated strath often at a ford crossing, or else on a cliff
or promontory as a place of refuge; (8) finally, its desigrr, its
situation and surroundings clearly indicate that it was built

by the inhabitants of the district mainly as a defence against
an enemy coming from the sea.

This structure, on the other hand, is not circular, has nr-t
batter, has a diameter greatly in excess of the largest known
broch,* has apparently only one storelr and has two
entrances, one double the width of the usual broch entrance

and of unknown height. Only in its structure of undressed,
uncemented stones, its intra-mural chambers and perhaps its
outer walls, does it comply with the design of a broch. In-
deed, its second entrance, or rather exit to the sea, definiteiy
stamps it as a structure with a distinctly different object. It
has been built as a defence against an enemy-not coming
from the sea but from the land. The narrow rock-girt haven

at the sea exit with its fine sandy bottom lends added signifi-
cance. It was constructed by a seafaring people-a people
who had reason to fear the inhabitants of this part nf Gallo-
way-strang'ers who were so familiar with the structure of a
broch as to embody many of i ts features in this bui lding, anct
who arranged a convenient bolt  hole in case of a hurr ied exrt.
Historically only two people can qualify to answer this hypo-
thesis, so far as our knowledge goes-the Irish Scots and
the Norse. The Irish Scots had no such structures in Ire-
land, and though their Scottish home was in Argyll, no such
structures are known there. The innumerable remains cf
their strongholds, such as Dunadd in Argyll, bear no resem-

" The broch of Eclinshall. Berwickshire.
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blance to this structure. Though there are strong grounds

for thinking that their inf luence was predominant in Galloway

in the eighth century,* yet there are no valid grounds for

thinking that they would introduce here a type of stronghold

not known in Argyll or Ireland. They may have known

what a broch looked l ike, but there is no evidence to show

that they ever occupied or used one. They were a seafaring

people, for about the year 4oo Nial l  of the Nine Hostages

was ravaging Britain and Gaul, being slain at the mouth

of the Loire. t But there is nothing known to associate nim

with brochs.

On the other hand, there is definite historical data to

show that the brochs, though long anterior to the Norse,

were at times used by them. The Orkneyi'nga Saga sta-tes

that in A.D. rr55 Erlend, a Norseman' ran off with the widow

of the Earl of Athol to the broch of Moussa, where his honey-

moon was rudely interrupted by her son, Harald Earl of

Orkney, who besieged them there in vain, and the Saga oi

Egil Skalagrimson records a Norse occupation of the same

broch 25o years earl ier. f  Norse burials of the Pagan Norse

period, terminating in the eleventh century, have been found

in ruined brochs in Caithness, in which county no less than

r5o brochs have becn ident i f ied.S I t  is  a lso known f rom

tl'te Orhneyinga Saga that in rr58 Earl Harald every summer

u,ent to the Caithness forests to hunt reindeer, and excava-

tions have brought to light the antlers of reindeers in brochs

there.l l  So there is abundant historical proof that the Norse

were famil iar with brochs. I t  may be pointed out that

nothing akin to a broch is known in Norway, and that there

is no reason for thinking that the Norse ever bui l t  one any-

where.

But this cannot f inal ly dispose of an hypothesis of i l

D. anil, G. Transactions, 1923-4, p. 131 et sequa.

Celtic Scotland,, III. '  115.

The Orkneginga Saga (Edin., L873), p. exi., ancl ch. 92.

These burials are usually in the mound, created by a tlestruction

of a broch and the consequent growth of vegetation. Such a burial

implies ignorance of the true meaning of the mound.

ll At Kintradwell (Orkneginga Saga, Etlin., 1873, p. 182).

T
+
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Norse origin for this site. Like all adventurers in foreign
climes, the Norse, whilst adhering to their ancestral methods,
had to modify them to meet the requirements of their new
surroundings. In Norway they always used wood for therr
structures because it was abundant and their stone was very
bad for building. Even their churches were wooden. But
when they colonised Greenland they found no wood but plenty
good stone. In consequence they built there churches ot
stone which, though deserted centuries ago, can still be seen.
If the Norse were responsible for this site thev may weil
have found the immediate vicinity just as devoid of tinrber
as it is to-day, and have had to use the stone material so
ready to hand. In erecting a structure of such novel mate-
rials they would almost necessarily have adopted important
features of the best stone-built defences known to them, of
which class of defensive work the broch was pre-eminent,
as Er lend had found in rr55.*

The theory of a Norse origin, or for that matter of any
origin, must presume that this site has been reconstructed at
the excavation exactly as it originally stood, of which rve have
no certainty. If it can be attributed to the Norse, it must
belong to the second of the three periods of Norse settre-
ment, which are divided into (r) the period of flying raids in
summer' (z) the period when the raiders began to winter rn
Scotland and required a strong defence for their ,, long
ships " on the shore, and (3) the time when they began to
peacefully penetrate as sheep farmers towards the uprands.
But whatever theory a visit to castle Haven may evoke, there
is not enough evidence for a definite conclusion.

Mr 'r. A. Halliday and the Secretary continrred the dis-
cussion, which terminated with a vote of thanks to Mr
Hepburn.

Plunton castle and Girthon Kirk were visited, and the
papers which follow were read. The company concluded
a long and fruitful day with tea at the Anger Hoter, Gate-
house.

* The broch, of course, was caled by the Norse Moseyarborg-
the borg of Mousa. Traclition stouily assertg that the structure at
Castlehaven has always been called r ( The Borg.,, It stanals in
Borgue parish-itself a Norse placename.
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Plunton Castle.

By R.  C.  Rrro ,  Esq.

The Castle of Plunton, or as i t  used to be cal led,

Plunton-Lennox, is a sixteenth century structure, follovring

the usual architectural design with which we are famil iar in

a Border Tower. But i t  has some external points of interest

which differentiate it from other towers of its class. Its site

is suggestive of an earl ier structure. Situated near the end

of a tr iangular spit  of land that is surrounded on either side

by wet, rnarshy land, it is cut off on the north side from the

rest of the ridge on which it stands by a deep and wide ravine

which may well be artificial. It must therefore have been

a place of strength. Indeed, the arrangement is so reminis-

cent of fortifiecl sites of earlier dates, such as Buittle and

Enoch, both thirteenth century, or N{orton, f i f teenth century,

that it is difficult to believe that the ravine on the north is a

natural feature. x If there was an earlier structure :rt

Plunton no vestiges of i t  remain, nor is there any record of

i t .  I f  the ravine was art i f ic ial,  i t  rvas probably once spanned

by a bridge, of which there are no indications. Al l  that can

be said is that the ravine does not look natural,  and that i f

artificial it is a very unusual adjunct to a sixteenth centurv

tower, r,vhich rel ied on i ts own strength and barnkin surrottnd.
' Ihat 

there was once such a barnkin is indicated by the

foundations to the south and west, where may have been the

stables and outhouses. A courtyard undoubtedly lav to the

west, for where i t  joined the tower at i ts north-west angle

are st i l l  to be seen protruding from this bui lding the " tusks "

that bound the wall  to the tower. The courtyarcl or barnkin

wall  must have been nine feet high.

The tower is of the usual L shape, with the newel stair-

case in the short wing. The vaulted basement has been

divided into two compartments, one opening from the stair.

foot, the other opening direct into the courtyard--a somervhe.t

unusual feature, which, however, in no way detracted from

* The reference to a'( castrum " by the mill of Pluntoun may

perhaps denote this site. But it belongecl to the M'Ghies in 1512
( n.1[..8., l'42+ /1573, 377 6).
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the defensive strength of the tower as it merely gave access

to an isolated vaulted room. The first floor opened direct

from the stair and formed a single large room with fireplace

in the west wall .  I t  must have served as hal l  and dining-

room. The f loor above, which was carr ied on joists, was

divided into two rooms, each with a fireplace in the gable.

Above that again lvas the attic floor with three corner doors

leading to angle turrets, which must have added a diqnity

and importance to the edif ice. The walls are nowhere more

than 3 feet 6 inches thick. To the east of the tou'er is a level

space once enclosed which may have been the pleasurt:

garden.

Who bui l t  this tower, and what is known of the history . , .r i

the lands of Pluntoun ? To the f irst of these questions arr

answer can be given with some degree of certainty, but the
second one involves many points of dif f iculty. The lands oi
Pluntoun consisted of a substantial holding of 18 merklands

lying in the parish of Kirkandrews, which was incorporated

final ly in Borgue in 1657. From the t ime of Bannockburn co

the fal l  of the Douglases in r45o is the darkest period in the

history of Galloway. Practically no light filters through ro

illuminate the story of Kirkandrews atthat time. But with the
fall of the Douglases Galloway at once reverted to the Crown,

rvhose officials took possession of it and the results of whose

administration-in part at |s2sl-lsrnain to us. Pluntourr

then emerges from darkness and i t  is possible to fol low its

history. 
' lhe 

original estate of r8 merklands appears to
have been divided into two moieties or halves each of nine
merklands - known as Pluntoun-Makkee and King's-
Pluntoun, the former because i t  belonged to the M'Kie or
M'Ghie family,* the latter because i t  reverted into the hands

* M( Kerlie states, with evcry degree of probabilit;', that this
M'Gie family was relatecl to the M( Ghies of Baimaghie. They first
appear in 1484 when \Villiam Makgee of Pluntoun resigned Pluntoun
Makgee, Craglunzeane, and Barley, with the mills of Pluntoun and
Barlcy, for new infeftment in favour of (1) himsc'lf and heirs male,
(2) his brother Gilbt:rt  ald his heirs malc, (3) Alexancler (? another
brother), etc.,  (4) lr is brother Audrew, etc.,  (5) Gilbert,  son of above
Wil l iarrr (R.n[.8.,742+/1573, 1595). fn 1498 Gilbert Makgil l  (sic)
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of the crown on the forfeiture of the Douglases. It is with
the latter m<liety only which we are concerned to-day.

Directly after the forfeiture this moiety consisting cf a
nine merklands appears as in the hands of a family named
Shaw. By 1456 the proprietor was dead, and three years
later John Shaw, probably his son, was infeft by the crown. x
His composition to the crown, which was substantial, was
remitted by the King to the eueen. t shaw, however, hacl
only been infeft to make a valid title, for he at once resigned
his half of Pluntoun as well as half of the lands of Kirr<-
andrews, which the King united into the barony of Kirk-
andrews and granted to the eueen. f rhe eueen, of course,
did not take actual possession. Instead she feued it to
William Lord Monypenny, a Court favourite and Royal
Ambassador. on his death his widow repudiated the
lease, which was taken over by Adam Mure, who was cham-
berlain of Galloway. In r4g3 pluntoun r,vas let to Mr
will iam Lennox of calie, thus commencing the long associa-
tion of that family with this site.l l

The family of Lennox is one of the very few r,vho can
substantiate the proud claim of de{cent from the ancienr
celtic nobility of Scotland. That nobility consisted of the seven
earls and the lesser thanage, and was speedily supplanted hy
the Norman baronage. Duncan, eighth and last of the old

lrad sasine ( Ea, 8., xi., 462) , being succeeded by James . Makke i'
1.505 (En. R., xii., 462), the rast named in 1511 alienated the lands
without crown consent, ancl they were thcrefore grantecl to the Rector
of Dalry (n.M.s., r424/7s78,8605). H., however, recovered. i lrenr,
and transferred them by sale to Micrracl Makga''ory. The lands arc
describerl as the nine merkland of pluntoun a'd the one merkland of
Blakrnark. The Mill of Pluntoun was excepted as being held by william
Ivriclellane of Bomby (ibi(l., gTT6). rn 1521 Makgarmory solcl the
above lantls to Thomas 1\[(cle]lancr of Bomby (n.M.s., rELg/46, zl-:g),
whose deseendant, Robert Lorcl Kirkcudbright, in L6B5 sold the nine
merklands of Pluntoun, callecl pluntoun M. Ghie, in the parish of
r(irkandrews, to John, eldest son of the late And.rew carsane, mer-
chant, burgess of Kirkcuclbright (n.M.S., I6B4/-EL, BSI).

* En. R., vi., 546.
+ rbid., 547.

I n.M.S., 1424/7573, 694.

$ fla. 8., ix.,583, ancl x., 725-

l l  Eu.R., ix., 591.



FrBr,o MBBuncs.

Celt ic Earls of Lennox, was sent to the scafiold in 1425, not,

as far as we know, for any treason or crime, but solely

because his daughter had married Murdoch Duke of Albany,

who had incurred James I. 's hatred, and who shared the Earl 's

fate. Duncan left only three daughters but several natural

sons, the youngest of whom, Donald, is bel ieved to have

married Elizabeth Stewart, heiress of Sir John Stewart oI

Girthon, and thereafter figured as Donald Lennox of Cally.

Round the person of this Donald has raged a century old

battle, for he was the keystone of the claim to the Lennox

peerage made by his heir male, William Lennox of Wood-

head, in ry68 and r8r3. Donald, of course, hatl  nothing to

do with Pluntoun, such as his descendant, Mr Wil l iam

Lennox of Cally, had. The latter was a lawyer with a

University degree, embued with the true spirit of the mer-

chant adventurer, and a decided weakness for l i t igat ion.

Indeed, almost al l  we know of him is derived from the meagre

records of the Acts of the Lords of Session of his day. He

even pursued one debtor into France, where judgment was

given against him by James Disome, l icentiate in Law, act-

ing for the great Admiral of France, at the marble table in

the Palace in Paris. Some of his financial affairs witlr
foreigners led to l i t igation as to whether the amount should

be paid in French francs, French crowns, or Scots monev.
'I'he 

proceedings show that French francs " were worth in

Scots money penny for penny, " but that a crown of gold was
rvorth r3/- Scots. So you wil l  see that the problem of
calculating foreign exchange rates was just as difficult in r4g3
as to-day. The currency of both nations, owing to constant
wars. was much debased.*

Al l  his speculat ions did not, however, turn out success-

fully, and he was just as often the defendant as the pursuer.

But in spite of that he may be said to have laid the financial

foundations of his family. About r48o he began to acquire
lands near Callie. He took short Crown leases of Knok-
affrick and Kerewaloch,t followed by Cluny in r5o5.] That
vear he must also have secured a lease of Plurrtoun and at

x A.I),C., p. 202, and. Acta Auil,i,torum, p. 181.
I En. .E., ix., 581.
I Ea..E., dii., 602.
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once entered into one of his periods of financial depression.

For in r5ro he was f ive years in arrears with the ferms, and

was distrained on for zoo merks, his lands of Barley and rts

mill being apprised and sold to Adam Earl of Bothwel'I,

seven years being allowed for redemption. ii It is doubtful

if he was allowed to retain his lease of Pluntoun--at any rate

in 1534 it was feued by the Crbwn to William Ramsay of

Balmain, I  whose son David in r553 sold the nine merkland

of Pluntoun to Thomas Lennox in Pluntoun for 54o merks ]
' I 'homas 

Lennox, who thus acquired King's Plunton anC

may rvell have been a grandson of the litigious n{r Williain

Lennox of Calie, \  is.described as in Pluntoun. Prior to pur-

chase he had therefore been a tenant there-not a tenant of

the Castle, which can scarcely have existed then, but an

agricultural tenant l iv ing in what we would think was l i t t le

better than a wooden shack. He was succeeded by his son,

Andrew, r,vho married in r575 his distant cousin, Janet,

daughter of Wil l iam Lennox of Cally, l l  third of that name.! l

This marriage must have greatly improved Andrew's posi-

t ion, social ly and f inancial ly, and to him this tower must be

attributed. There is no record of it prior to his orn'nership.

On the death of his wife, he obtained a new charter of con-

f irmation in r5g7l8 entai l ing his estate-the nine merl<lands

of Pluntoun with the mansiori house (cum mansione\ to be

held on the same condit ions as Ramsay of Balmain had held

the moiety of Kirkandrews, of which Pluntoun was a part.

Thereafter the estate was known as Pluntoun Lennox.

So between the dates 1575 and rSgZ we must place the

date of this building-a date which agrees with the expressed

opinion of an architectural experl-" pvsm the style of the

building and of the detai ls remaining, i ts date cannot be

placed earl ier than the middle o'f  the sixteenth centLlrv. "**

x B.M.S., 1424/7573, 3453.
+ n.M.s., 1513/46, 1380.
tr E.I[.S., 7546/80, 857. The " cunicularii,s ejusden"t, " wete

excepted. Does this mean that there had been mining operations?
$ M'Kerl ie, i i i . ,  198.

ll B.M.S., 15+6/80, 2'+22. M( Kerlie, quoting an unknown source,
makes Andrew a natural son.

tT M'Kerlie, iii., 198.
** Edst. Monurnents Cornrni,ssoon's Report, p. 40.
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Girthon Kirk.

By R. C. Rrrn, Esq.

This ruin is of architectural interest because it shows

quite clearly the transition from Roman to Presbvterian-

the adaptation of a pre-Reformation church to post-Reforma-

t ion usage. I t  has been suggested* that because of i ts design

and general resemblance to the church at Anwoth, they must

both date from the same period-�r627. That is the date

inscribed over the door of Anwoth, of which there is no

architectural evidence that it is pre-Reformation. But at

Girthon we have indisputable evidence that the edifice was in

use before the Reformation. For we have here a piscina of

remarkable design which experts assign to the sixteenth cen-

tury. A simple oblong in plan, the church had the altar in old

days at the eastern end. I t  was probably enterecl by the cen-

tral doorwav on the south side, but obviously the reconstructor

has been at work, and i t  is dif f icult  to speak with certainty.

At any' rate the doors with rounded outer arch heads tn tlte

eastern and western walls are of later construction. No

good Cathol ic would have a door at the east end. These

must be Post-Reformation alterations, probably made when

a gallery was placed at the east end. This gallery was

entered by an outside staircase at the eastern end of the north

wall  through a plain square-headed doorway. This stair-

case has now disappeared, though indications of it can still

be seen against the wall. Where the gallery was erected

the eastern gable must have been reconstructed, the usuai

eastern window disappearing in favour of two windows with

semi-circular exterior arch heads and segmental arches on

the interior, to provide l ight to the gal lery.

Such was the transformation that took place in this

church after the Reformation. We do not know who

founded the church or presented it to the Bishops of Gallo-

wa.l t  who were the patrons of the l iving. The name of only

one vicar has come down to us-Schir Robert Mure, who

witnessed a deed in t574,t and only one episode in connec-

* Hdst. Monuments Commission, p. 20.
I B.M.S., 1546/80, 2393.
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tion with it is known. In r5o8 Will iam Lennox, younger
of Calie, had to find surety for oppression to Thomas M'Ghie,
whom he had assaulted-or in the language of the criminal
proceedings, " coming upon him in warlike manner. " He
had even besieged him within this church in r5o4-though
that does not seem to have been regarded so seriouslv as the
burning of his woods and the poaching of his salmon in the
Fleet in prohibited times. t

Girthon Kirk and Parish.

By Rev. JonN SrBwent, Minister of Girthon.

About two miles south of Gatehouse, either by wav of
Caliy Avenue, the Temple and Barrhil l , or up the Kirkcrrd-
bright road down past the Palace Yard of Enrick and alonq
the Long Stretch, on a small eminence in the Kirkyard, starrd
grim and gaunt the four roofless walls of the Old Kirk of
Girthon. That it was a Roman Catholic place of worship
is certain, but when or for whom it was built historv is silent.
In J. S. Fleming's Cardoness Castle mention is made that on
the z3rd of June, r4Eo, the Vicar of Cally, Maister Will iam
Lennox, had a lawsuit with James M'Culloch, and that the
court ordered the latter " to pay 6 cwt. of bere (barley) of
the measure of Galloway for wrongous occupation of the
lands of Marybute and Maryton, and to be published as a
redding of marches. " This William Lennox was also the
Laird of Cally, and old Cally House, now in ruins near tire
western and lower end of the lake, is supposed to have been
built during his time for his greater comfort and convenience.
Is it not l ikely, then, that during his vicarship he gave orders
to build a new kirk for his better ordering of public worship
and increased accommodation of the parishioners ? There
is a tradition that this was the third kirk which was erected
on this site. This is l ikely enough. No trace or record
of an ancient kirk in any other part of the parish has been
found. There was a kirk in r3oo A.D. In that year
Edward the First of England invaded Scotland and made an

i Pitcairn, i,, 54.
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incursion into Galloway. During his several days' soiourn

in the parish he worshipped there and offered his oblation

of 7s 6d at the altar of Girthon to win the favour of the saints

on behalf of his great and difficult undertaking. He also

fined the inhabitants of the toun of Flete for deficient

weights, and Henry for unfair practices at the mill of the

Laick. The site of the mill of the Laick can still be pointed

out, being near Garneymire, on the Boreland-Rainton road,

but where was the toun of Flete ? Gatehouse is comPara-

tively modern-it had only one house in ry6o-and there is

no knowledge or tradition that a former town existed on its

site. For centuries the great proportion of the people

resided in the lower quarters of the parish, and the town

may very well have been where the present clachan of.

Girthon is, taking the suffix Flete as being the distinguisn-

ing natural phenomenon for the purpose of location. I f  ro,

the kirk associated in history with the Hammer of Scot-

land would be near at hand and on the knoll in the centre

of the old kirkyard of Girthon. Probably it was the second

erected on the site, displacing a kirk built when David the

First of Scotland (died rr53), the sore saint to the Crown,

divided the country into parishes and lairds felt it to be therr

duty to provide religious ordinances for the betterment of the

people who dwelt on their land and over whom it was given

them to rule.

The " Kal l ing Times."

Girthon Old Kirk possesses some interesting features.

In addition to the architectural features described "by iMr

Reid, there is the large tomb in which the former Lairds of

Cally and Broughton, the Lennoxes and Murravs, were laid

to rest. 
'fhe 

Lennoxes were a numerous and powerful

family in Galloway towards the end of the sixteenth century

and for the greater part of the seventeenth centurv. In

addition to the family at Cally, there were Lennoxes qt

Drumrval l ,  Drumruck, Tannifad, Disdow, Plunton, etc.,  ai l
having a common ancestry. In Rutherford's time many of

them came under his influence and were strong Covenant

men. During the " killing time " one of those, Robert of
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Irelandton, and formerly of Drumruck, was shot for con-

science's sake and adherence to the Covenants, National anci

Solemn, by Grier of Lag, at a conventicle on Kirkconnel

NIoor. His remains were conveyed to the family burying

ground at Girthon Kirk and interred there. The entrance

to the tomb is from the outside of the kirk and is marked bv

a small stone with a carved shield in the east wall with its

central round-headed doorway surmounted by t correspond-

ing window on either side. Near the entrance and against

tlre wall there is a slab z| feet high, z feet wide, and 3 inches

thick to his memory. It bears the following inscription in

capital letters : " Within this tomb lyes the corps of Robert

Lennox, some t ime in Irelandtoun, who was shot to death

by Grier of Lag in the paroch of Toungland for his adherence

to Scotland's Reformation Covenants National and Solemn

League, 1685. " The slab is the work of Robert Paterson,

better known to the world at large as " Old Mortality. "

He belonged to a severe and devoted Presbyterian sect called

the Cameronians, and from 1758 to r8or he wandered al l

over the country, especial ly Ayrshire, Dumfriesshire and

Galloway, erecting and repairing monuments or stones to

the memory of the martyred Covenanters.

In the south rval l  on the outside of the kirk there is a slab

to the memory of Mr Patrick Johnstone, who was ordained to

the parish in t699, the preacher on the occasion being l4r

Telfer, of Rerrick ghost fame. The stone is a fine piece of

rvorkmanship, but is rnarred by a human head being coloured

black. I  have learned since I came to Girthon that this was the

work of so,rne sacri legious persons in the parish. This Patr ick

fohnstone was the founder of the Carnsal loch Johnstones of

f)umfries. About 3oo yards further down the parish are

the ruins of an old farmhouse cal led Lagganorie. As i f  thr:

duties on the farm were not enough for the inmates they

played the parts of " mine hosts " to the numerous couples

who came from far and near to seek the services of Mr John
M'Naught, the minister of Girthon, in order to marry.
Indeed, the manse in his t ime was a veri table Gretna Green.
Proclamations were dispensed with, a few questions were
put to the contracting parties, papers were signed, and the
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company adjourned to Lagganorie, where the honeymoon

was spent. For this breach of the law of the Church and

other thi lgs, Mr M'Naught was deposed from the ministry,

in spite of the efforts of Walter Scott, a young adyocater

afterwards Sir Walter Scott,  to save him' There is a

throuchstone by the side of the church commemorating Mr

Robert Gordon, who was minister of Girthon in the early

,vears of the nineteenth century. Girthon parish is a pansh

of great length, being 16 miles long, and extending to near

the royal burgh of New-Galloway. I ts breadth is from two

to seven miles. A minister had some physical exercisc to

do to visi t  his parishioners, but Mr Gordon was equal to the

occasion. He was a great walker, and to sustain himself

in doing this work he carr ied his f lask and soaked his bread

in whisky. In this respect he was of great assistance to

one of his parishioners, Thomas Murray, the author of T'he

Literary History of Galloway, and friend of Thomas Carlyle.

Walking from Edinburgh University to Girthon was some

undertaking, especial ly when funds were low. When Thomas

Murray reached Moffat he only possessed rs 8d. I t  is on

record that he bargained in a third-rate inn for refreshment

and a bed for a shi l l ing, and that he went out and bought a

twopennv loaf and got a glass of spir i ts, with which he

soakecl i t  for provender for the next day' 's journey. The

church ceased to be a place of worship in r9t7. tsy this

year Gatehouse had a populat ion of nearly zooo inhabitants,

owing to cotton mil ls and other industr ies being establ ished

in the town; and to suit  the convenience of the majori ty of

the members of the congregation a'new church was bui l t

there. The first minister was Mr Robert Jeffretv, lvho '*,'as

a powerful preacher, but notwithstanding got into trouble

with the Laird of Cally because he rebuked him for shooting

across his lands on the Fast Day. One of his best sermons

was del ivered at Auchencloy, in the northern end of the

parish, to the memory of the Covenanters who were shot for

their adherence to the Scottish Covenants. One day when

there was a vacancy at Crossmichael parish and he had to

supply the pulpit, he prayed for Queen Caroline, as was his

custom, but the Kirk Session objected. However, he

2 1 3
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appealed to the Presbytery, and the Session of crossmichael
had to erase the record from their minutes. Another mini-
ster of Girthon was Mr George Murray, who afterrvards
became the laird of rroquain, and also minister of Balma-
clel lan. He was a great lover of nature, and his poems
appeal to every lover of Galloway. " Helen, the Welsh
Harper, " appeals particularly to everyone. Train, the
Galloway antiquary, communicated the facts on which this
poem is based to Sir Walter Scott, in view of a new
edition of " Redgauntlet. " The story of Helen is romantic
and tragic. She was in Egypt with her husband, who was a
soldier, and they were drafted to Ireland after his service
was completed. Living there for some years and making
their l iv ing by playing the harp, making hose, baskets, etc.,
they had the natural desire to return to their native wales,
and crossed over to Scotland from Ireland to return thither.
Their journey lay through Galloway, and when passing
through they sought shelter at Twynholm Miil. The shelter
was refused, and they sought refuge in a gravel pit near by.
A heavy storm of thunder and l ightning came on, and man,
woman, and chi ldren were al l  buried al ive, the poor ass whicn
accompanied their wanderings being left alone to tell the
tale. A tomb to their memory is erected in T,wynholm
parish, the funds for which were provided by local ministcrs.
I could continue the story of Girthon parish much ronger,
but I  feel that the t ime al lotted to me is exhausted.

On the motion of Mr Shirley, a hearty vote of thanks
was accorded to Mr Stewart, and a similar compliment was
paid to Mr Reid for his various papers.

z4th JULY, 19z6.

North=West Cumberland and llolm Cultram.
This excursion proved not only enjoyable but of excep-

tional interest. The whole of the district through which the
visitors travelled revealed two features, the impression left rn
both cases by invading nations, those of imperiar Rome anci
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of Scotland. The Roman occupation of this area, which
was defended on the north by the l ine of the wall  terminating
at Bowness, reveals i tself  to-day not only by the vestiges cf
the wall  and adjacent camps, but in almost every ancient
bui lding, ecclesiast ical or domestic, and even in the dykes of
the f ields, in the shape of dressed Roman stones, while altars
and other inscribed and carved fragments are frequently
found. The Scott ish inf luence, on the other hand, is to be
seen in the fortified churches and mansion-house*. and at
Holm Cultram, a Scottish foundation which possessed most
of the distr ict.

Despite the inclement weather, the party numbered over
forty, and its members received more consideration than those
who remained at home, experiencing only one shower after
the weather cleared about eleven o'clock. The first stop
was made at Burgh-by-Sands, where the chief object oi
interest is the fortified church. The Rev. H. Frankland gave
a short account of i ts history and explained i ts architectural
features. The church was originally Norman, and has a
fine Norman doorway partially restored. Reconstructed for
defensive purposes, it consisted of two strongly built towers
at either end of a short nave. One of these towers is not
noticeable externally, but contains a vestry on the first floor.
The other remains much in the condition in which it was
erected. Both of these towers-and this is a feature of these
fortified churches-are entered by a narrow doorway, origin-
ally defended by iron gates, from the nave itself, while a
" squint " is provided so that any intruder into the church
might be seen from above. About one and a half miles from
Burgh-by-Sands on the marsh is a monument to Edward I. .
" the Hammer of the Scots, " who died there. His body la.v
for one night at Burgh-by-Sands before being taken on its
long journey to Westminster.

The next stoppage was at Dykesfield, where Mr G. W.
Shirley pointed out that it was there the vallum of the Roman
wall ended, a little behind the house that is now occupied bv
Bishop M'Innes, the Bishop in Jerusalem of the Anglian
order. Burgh marsh was afterwards crossed and a brief
stop made at Drumburgh. The site of a Roman fort,  and



{rlF

I
2t6 Frslo MBprrNcs.

an example of a fortified mansion-house, Drumburgh Castle,
were seen. This latter bui lding originated about r3oZ, when
" licence to crenellate " was given to Richard le Broun, one
of the same family well known in Galloway as the Browns

of Carsluith and continuing to Abbot Gilbert Brown, the last

abbot of Sweetheart.  Nothing of this original bui lding,
however, remains, and l i t t le, i f  any, of the pretty pi le erected
by Thomas Lord Dacre, who died in 1525. This was de-
scribed in 1539 as " a house of convenience and strencth,
neither castle nor strength. " Probably what is seen to-day
is the same, rebui l t  by J. Lowther in 168r. A Roman altar
decorates the handsome outside doorway of the lirst floor.

Proceeding to Bowness, the company stopped at a field
within a mile or so of that town, where a portion of the
Roman Wall is exceptional ly prominent, and where an adia.
cent drain has been cut through the wall ,  exposing some of
the chiselled stones which faced it on either side. Here IVIr
Shirley .gave a brief account of the main features of the
Roman Wall,  and of the history of that remarkable series of
engineering works. At Bowness the company tvere met by
the rector, Mr l!{itton, and his wife, and were shown the
church and given a description of its principal features and
a short account of i ts history. The beauti ful Norman font
attracted much attention, as did the two bel ls, one of which
is dated t6r6. They are alleged to have been stolen frorn
Middlebie and Dalton. This church also is to a certain
extent fort i f ied; at least i t  is heavi ly buttressed.

At Newton Arlosh the company were met bv the Rev.
W. Baxter, M.A., vicar of Holm Cultram, whose keen in-
terest and pleasure in showing the archreological feattrres of
his distr ict del ighted the visi tors. Newton Arlosh also pos-
sesses a remarkable fort i f ied church, consist ing of a strong

tower and a short nave. This tower again was entered bv
a narrow gateway from the nave, which may also have oeen
defended by a portcullis, as was suggested by the Rev. Mr
Bell, incumbent of Newton Arlosh. The church fell into
ruins and remained as such for about 2oo years, being recon-
structed and added to for modern convenience by an exten-
sion of its northern side shortly before the war. From
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Newton Arlosh Mr Baxter conducted the party to Raby Cote,
a delightful example of an ancient farm steading adapted to
a modern residence. A lengthy plinth bears an inscription,
set in upside down, which was taken from Holm Cultram.
Several other handsome carved stones can be seen set into
the walls. Raby Cote, Mr Baxter suggested, was an .ofi-

shoot following more extensive cultivation of the land frorn
one of the " Granges " of Holm Cultram, the site of which
he pointed out. This " grange " belonged to a family con-
nected with one of the abbots, Abbot Chamber, of Holm
cultram. Four monuments in the porch at Holm curtram
commemorate members of the Raby Cote family.

Holm Cultram,.the principal objective of the excursion,
was now reached, and although only one-third of the nave
of the church remains, aisles, transepts, tower. and choir
having all disappeared, it was agreed that it was welr worth
the visit. Holm cultram was a scottish foundation from
Melrose in the days when cumberland was st i l l  a part of '
scotland. I t  was thus i t  came to possess so many rancls in
that kingdom, particularly of interest to the visitors being
those in colvend and Kirkgunzeorr. within a porch erected
originally in rSoZ by Abbot Chamber, is a magnificent
Norman doorway. Six of the original nine arches of the
nave remain, and support a fine timbered roof, which Mr
Baxter said was the best collection of original timber work
in the North of England. Mr Baxter pointed out and ex-
plained the significance of certain excavations that had been
made within recent years. These determined the posit ion
of the tower and extent of the sacrarium. The tower itself
fell in 16oo, and the chancel was destroyed by an accidental
fire in 16o4. rn t7o3 the church had nine bays, but altera-
tions in the eighteenth century included the renewal of the
north. and south aisles and the shortenihg of the church to
its present dimensions. Faintly only from the present
remains can be imagined the original extent and magnifi-
cence of Holm cultram. Mr Baxter described the various
monumental remains housed in the porch, including among.
them a stone slab said to have covered the grave of the Earl
of carrick, father of Robert the Bruce, who was certainly
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buried there. There is also a fine portion of the memorial

tomb of the Abbot Chamber, in which he is depicted seated,

fully robed, with mitre on his head and pastoral staff in irrs

hand, while on each side of him are monks with missals,

chanting their service of praise. The guide also pointed out

an ancient pair of bells, the smaller of which is dated 1465.

This bell escaped the general spoliation of Church goods in

r53g, and again the confiscation of r553, the fall of the tower

in 16oo, and the fire in 16o4, a remarkable history. Before

leaving the village the visitors were privileged to see through

a portion of the domestic building, the infirmary of the

monastery. This contained the residence of the last abbot.

Gawain Borrodaile, who is said, in 1538, to have resided in

t h e " s e e k m a n ' s " h o u s e .
After tea at Wigton, the company proceeded to the

Roman camp at old carlisle. This may possibly be the

unidentified camp known as Petrianre. It presents an ele-

vated site on a river bank, fortified by a series of deep

ditches. It has not been ploughed nor excavated, and its

hummocky condition gives promise of a rich field for future

excavation. Here Mr R. C. Reid read a paper in u'hich he

had gathered all the information available on the camp.

It was suggested that as Carlisle proper lay for long ruinous

and was restored, it was from here that the new inhabitants

were drawn, and thus the name of Old Carlisle was ascribed

to it.
An enjoyable drive home completed an interesting and

instructive day's outing.

r  r rn  SEPTEMBER,  1926.

Kirkmabreck Parish.

fhis field meeting, suggested by Mr Adam Birrell, cree-

town, was probably the best attended that the society has

held, about 85 people gathering from Dumfries, cregtown,

Newton-Stewart, Castle-Douglas, Kirkcudbright, and Stran-

r^er. At Kirkclaugh House, Mr Reid read the following

paper :-
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Kirkdate Parish and the Norman Intrusion.
By R. C. Rero, Esq.
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Kirkctaugh Crrss.

You have been brought to the Kirkcraugh cross because
it is a convenient spot at which to addres, 

"you 
on the earrv

history of the now extinct parish of Kirkdale. ,,* ;;;;
i tself is f igured in Mr w. G. cotingwood's varuabre paper
on the Early crosses of Gatloway, and is ascribed by tirat
authority to the Earry rzth century. Its front bears an
incised cross of primitive design, the outrine of which has
clearly been drawn with a ruler. At one place at the head
of the shaft the ruler has obviousry sripp.i b.for. the artist
has recovered control of his cutting imirement. The lower
half of the front of the slab is covered with a wretched
imitation of interraced work-so debased as to be scarcerv
recognisable when compared with the fine Angrian ;;;i
which the artist was striving to copy-and with what Mr
collingwood describes as an aporog y for cabre-edging. An
even cruder cross is incised on the back. It is clear from the
workmanship that the worker was familiar with his moders_
the Anglian crosses at whithorn and the surrounding district-but was incapabre of giving effect to it. once the Angrian
suzerainty of Gailoway was gone, the art which it irad
brought with it disappeared. By the eleventh centrrrv
Galloway was a dependency of Argyll, and h"lf-"_;;;;;;
later was a Norse dominion of the Earrs of orkner. i l ;being the polit icar conditions, we need not be surprised that
the fine sculpturing of the Angrian schoor of whithorn
became a lost art, capable only of debased i-it^t;o.r. , i t,"
this cross.

Kirkclaugh Mote.

This stone has not stood here arways. I t  was removed in
January, 1898, from within a few yards of the outer rampart ot
the Kirkclaugh Mote, where an inscribed stone now stands
commemorating the event. Now I want to dweil briefly on the
significance of the association of this cross and the mote.
The mote, we know, is a Norman structure, a place of resi_
dence and defence for a family of that nation who had been
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encorlraged to settle here by the native Lords of Gallowav.

They were a warrior race, and in Galloway must have becn

,egarded as foreigners and favourites' Their advent must

have been view"JUy the natives with suspicion and a veiled

h o s t i l i t v t h a t l a t e r w a s t o b r e a k o u t i n t o b l o o d y r e t a l i a t i o n '

consequently they took no r isks; and their residences were

therefore c:onstructed according to the best methods of de-

fence known to them. Elsewhere in places where they may

not have been viewed with such hostility they may have modi-

fied their mote and preferred structures which we call

moated granges. But in Galloway we only have the Norman

mote.

Ths Norman lntrusion.

These Normans brought with them all the wonderiul

characteristics of their race. These they applied to tht:

condit ions as they found them in Scotland, with immediate

results. Nowhere did their great organising powet's have

greater scope. They found most chaotic conditions and

establ ished order. To a lancl which can have had l i t t le or

n o s y s t e m o f g o v e r n m e n t t h e y g a v e f e u d a l i s m w h i c h , t h o u g h

capable of being an instrument of grinding tyranny' may

well have been the only effective method of restoring and

maintaining law and order' To a country devoid of 3

system of taxation, equitable or otherwise, they gave the

doubtful blessing of a system of centralised taxation, ihe

principles of which remain substantial ly unchanged to the

present daY.

I'he No:'m,rns and the Geltic Church'

Nor did their organising powers omit the Church'

The},. found the old celtic church fallen into degenerate

r"^yr. 
'fhe 

fervour for religion so renowned in the

days of its early fame had grown cold; discipline irad

been relaxed. Civil war and raiding Norse had destroyed

all sense of security, arrested the growth of the christiarr

spir i t ,  slain many of i ts exponents and destroyed t lre

churches. church property had been annexed to lav hands,

and the degeneration so clearly depicted in the workmanship

of this cross must have strangled the very l i feblood of the



Frnr,o Mnrrnucs. ZZI

church i tself .  King Malcolm's grandfather was Abbot of
Dunkeld, so was Malcolm's son, a mere boy. Malcolm
himself could not read or write, and was one of the most
ruthless, untamed and primevally ferocious characters known
to scottish history. Marriage of clergy was a recognised
custom. The church had no hierarchy, and was r,vi thout
a vestige of organisation. Parishes in the modern sense
did not exist,  and such rural churches as there were cannot
ha'e developed far beyond the condition of primitive mis-
sions.x I t  was not without a struggre, without bit ter re-
crimination and open hosti l i ty that the Normans organised
the remnants of the celt ic church. Exactly by what stcps
this was effected we do not know, but of the methocl bv
which parishes came into existence al l  over the land we have
some inkl ing.

Parishes and parash Chu,rches.

f 'he Normans were a devout people.  That  may seem
a strange saying, since we know what atrocities they were
capable of. But the religious standard of the twelfth century

* The carly celtic churerr was purely monastic. professor
watson writes (per. l i,t., rg/8/26):-.. rts activities emanated from
monasteries, which were absolutely incrependent of each oilrer, except
in so far as a daughter monastery owed obedience to the parent
monastcry. They hacl no fixed ( sphere of influence., The Abbot,
say of rona, could sencl his monks to Galloway, or Aberdeenshire, if
he thought fit. when such a monk proposed to found a church in
new territory, he hacl to get reave of the r-.,orcl of the district, which
\Mas accompaniecl by a grant of land macle after the formula, , To God
and to colum cil le fas permanent head of rona] ancr fpossiblyl to
the Abbot Adamnan and to the c ler ic  on the,spot  (say,  Cormac). ,
The ehurch foundecl on that rand would be known as oorum cille's
or Adamnan's or as cormac's chureh. That is to say, the designa-
tion of the chureh was not official, but popular. such a church would
not be served by one creric. There would be a ritile community or
fami'Iia, a miniature monastery, not necessarily smal, however. There
was no organised ecclesiastical clis,trict with limits like a modern
parish, any more than the parent monastery hacl l imits l ikc a Roma'
Bishopric. when later dioceses were derimited on ilrc change from
the monastic celtie system, ilre bishop rvourd proceed to divide his
diocese into parishes. " rt was a great crhange, and in Galoway
cannot lnve oceurred before the somewbat shadowy Bishopric or
Gilla-Alclan, 1138-11S4.
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was totally different from our own. Christianity had but

little influence upon daily conduct. Nevertheless they were

devout according to their lights. Each of them had a

private chapel served by ^ priest, who acted as confessor.

In their castles of stone these chapels were within the walls'

But in the earlier motes, where space was very limited and

often cramped, the chapel must have been just outside the

fosse. Of necessity it was consecrated ground, so there the

Norman would bury his dead. This stone is therefore a

memorial erected by the early Norman occupants of the mote

to one of their dead, and it must have stood beside thei'

chapel. The chapel, l ike the bui ldings on the mote, mttst

have been of wood, for when this cross was t"-on"6 tlre

ground within a radius of some fifteen feet around it was

dug in vain for further finds. Once firmly established here

the Norman, egged on no doubt by his priest, and without

doubt influenced by the reforming zeal of Queen Margaret

at the Court, followed the practice already adopted in Eng-

land. His chapel was sufficient for his needs, but not for

al l  the natives and inhabitants of his lordship. So in due

course the chapel was enlarged or rebuilt, formallv dedicated

in honour of some saint, and the labours of the private con-

fessor were increased so as to include the spiritual rvelfare

and needs of the whole lordship.* Thus the modern parish

* once parishes were clelimiteil, any further devel0prne'nt of them,

any founclation that miglrt tend to irnperil them asfxecl ecclesiastieal

units was vigorously opposed by the medireval chureh. An instance

occurred in 1161-5 in thc parish of Wetheral (Cumberlancl). Within

the parish was the manol of Corkeby, owned by the cle Corkeby farnily,

who established a chapel primarily for themselves within the curtilage

of Corkeby. Apparently the inhabitants of the manor for convenience

began to make as much use of it as their rcgular ehurch. In other wortls,

it was tleveloping into an unauthorised parish church. This was not

only irregular, but, what was worse, a financial loss to the monasteryt

who dicl not receive the offerings, worth 13cl each sunclay, or the

oblation of the l-.,ord of the Manor on Festivals. The monks hatl to

take strong ecclesiastical measures to enforce these rights, and their

agreement with the J-]ord of the Manor, giving them charge of the

key of the chapel anil safeguarding their pecuniary interests, is still

on record.. (Eegi,ster of Wetheral, p. 98.)
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came int' being, its bounds being those of the original
Iordship.

I do not know of any instance in Galloway where this
evolution from private chapel to parish church is definiteiy
recorded, but elsewhere we have instances that illustrate the
process. Perhaps the best known case is the parish of
Ednam, near Kelso. Early in the twelfth centuryx King
Edgar of Scotland granted to a Normanised Angle--one
l'hor, surnamed Longus (i.e., the tall one)-1fi. lands of
Ednam, then called Ednaham (the home on the river Eden).
These lands were then unoccupied or waste lands, d,esertanr
is the adjective used in the charter, and Thor must
have been in much the same position as a modern settler on
a back block in Australia. At Ednam, then, Thor made his
clearing. " with the King's help "-5e he declares i '  his
charter-" but with my own money and people, I have made
my settlement on it and built a church in honour of St.
cuthbert "-2n61 he adds with justif iable pride-,,from the
foundations have I built it. " so Thor had settled there and
cultivated the land and prospered. He may have had at
first a private chapel, of which we have no recorcr. At any
rate he built this church for the use of himself and the inhabi-
tants of his extensive manor and endowed it with the usual
ploughgate of land and a tenth of the produce of his manor.
It is signilicant that the bounds of his manor in the earlv
twelfth century are the parochial boundaries of the present
d"y. At a later date Thor presented the church and
ploughgate to the monks of coldingham. f In some such
manner must the Norman dweller in the mote have forrnded
Kirkdale parish church and dedicated it to st. Michael. t
For some reason unknown to us they built it on the hillsidJ
far from the mote-unlike Minnygafi. where the Norman
either must (from similar evidence of sculptured crosses) have
had within a few yards of his fosse a private chapel, which
was to develop into a parish church on the same site.

* 1098-1107 is the probable rlate.
t sec the colclingham charters in Raine ,s North Durharn.

f Clralmersrs Cal,eiloni,a, y,, ggl,
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Kil and Kirlr.
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That Kirkdale was a Norman and not Celtic formation

we know from other indirect evidence. It is probable-

though the argument should not be stressed-that the prefix
,, Kirk " denotes a Norman or perhaps Anglian foundation,

while the prefix " Kil " -uy indicate a foundation of the oid

celtic or Gaelic-speaking church. Kirkmahoe, we know

from its re-cledication, was a re-foundation by the Norman

comyns, Lords of Dalswinton. Its original name may have

been Kilmaho, just as within that parish there is an ancient

chapel site called Kilblaan. Further, in one of those rare

cases where we have clear evidence of a Celtic foundation the

prefix is ,, Kil." The parish of Kilconquhar, in Fife, be-

longed to the old Celtic Earls of Fife. No Norman or Angle

is likely to have founded it. Rather the Celtic Earls, follow-

ing the newly-introduced ecclesiastical system, must have

turned an old Celtic community church into a parish church.

In rr77 Duncan Earl of Fife granted the church of Kil-

conquhar and its lands to the Nuns of North Berwick. Had

the change been made by a Norman, Kilconquhar might now

be known as Kirkconquhar, just as a burn in Peeblesshire,

once known on record as Kilburn, is now called the Kirk-

burn.* Similarly a chapel site dedicated to St. Bridget hard

by to Kirkdale was once called Kilbride, but is now Kirk-

bride. t
There is no reason to think that Kirkdale was ever called

Kildale, though we have been told that Kirkmabreck was

once called Kilmabreck, and therefore an ancient Celtic com-

munity church centuries before the coming of the Norman.{

* similarly, Kirkmichael, an okl parish in the Black Isle, Ross-

shire, is s,till spoken of in Gaelie as cill-Mhicheil. It also seems fairly

certain that Kirklebride (Dumfriesshire) stancls for Kirk-kil-bride'

In this last case the celtic ( ' Kil " has not been ctisplacecl by Kirk

as the result of translation, but has been superimposed on the Kil.

t  M'Ker l ie,  \v . ,  276.

t G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , w e m a y s a y t h a t w h e n t h e p r e f i x l { i r k i s
followecl by the name of a celtic saint, the presumption is that the

commemoration is Celtic, and that 
( ( Kirk t t has tlisplacecl an earlier

i .  K i l . , ,
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If so it was only right that when Kirkdale and Kirkmabreck

were amalgamated in 1636 the combined parish should be

called by the name of what may be the infinitely older ecclesi-

astical site of the two-so old that it may reach back to the

early days of Iona.

This cross is therefore not only a memorial to a dead

occupant of the Norman mote, but is also a symbol of the

days when the Celtic Church was being re-invigorated and

re-organised by Norman influence, when the old order was

giving place to the new. So we may regard it as a mile-

stone in the progress of Scottish ecclesiastical history.

The Owners of Kir*dale.

There remains to me only to say a few words on the

Norman family who erected this cross. The Normans in-

vented surnames, and their practice was to derive their sur-

name from their lands. Thus the descendants of Thor sur-

named Longus of the twelfth century can probably be identi-

fied with the family of de Ednam of the thirteenth centurv.

So we would expect that the Normans of Kirkdale mote*

would call themselves de Kirkdale. The first reference we

have to such a family is in the year rz96, when Michael de

Kirkdale served as a juror on an inquest relating to the lands

of the de Zouche in Girthon. Apart from a ferv obviously

* It is now known as Kirkclaugh Mote, presumably owing to its

proximity to that house. But it must formerllhave been the Mote of

Kirkclale. Kirkclaugh is purely a modern pla?e-t a*e, having no con-

nection with a kirk. It is a corruption of Kirreclaugh, which means
a stony division of lancl. It is not an ancient place-name, as the
earliest reference to it that I can find is in 1567, where there occurs
James Murray in Kirreclaugh (Thomas Anderson, MS. Protocol' Blo,'

No.28). It was in olcl times owned by the M'Cullochs of Myrtoun,

who resignecl it in 1617 in favour of Robert M( Culloch, merchant,

burgess of Kirkeuclbright, perhaps a younger son (8.M.5., L609/20'

1618). On the right bank of the Kirkilale Burn, where it runs into

the sea, is a curious formation known locally as a mote. It is not
inventoriecl as such by the Historical l\{onuments Commission, and -
careful examination by a skilled gcologist reveals its origin
to be a natural formation. There are no traces of a fosse round it.
In recent times it has been rendered accessibte by a path, and used

as a summer ts day resort by the owner of lfirktlale Ilouse.
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Celtic jurors. as the names Cuthbert Macgilgwyn and

Patrick M'Gilbochyn imply-the other jurors have names of

a Norman ring.* Of these, four, i.e., Gilbert de Suthayk

(Southwick), Adam de Colwenne, Richard de Twynham,

Ralph de Campania, are known to have been of Norman ex-

traction, whose forebears can be traced back to Cumberland

or further south. Moreover, a Norman mote is to be found

on the Scottish lands which each of them owned. We must

therefore conclude that the ancestors of 
"Michael de I(irkdale

are to be sought for south of the Solway. Thereafter there

is silence for over a century, till in r4z8 another member of

the family appears on the stage of history, in the person of

Nicolas de Kirkdale, who still owned the family estate.

Nicolas was a courtier and held a minor Court appointment,

being Clerk of the Spices. Nicholas held this Court appoint-

ment for at least three years, j-  but did not die unti l  1449.

He cannot, therefore, have lived to see the fall of the

Douglases and the annexation of the Lordship of Gallowav

to the Crown. His death probably saved his estate from for-

feiture, for he might have been tempted to take up arms in

the cause of his feudal superior. In r456 the Abbot of Dun-

drennan, who was collecting the Crown dues in Galloway,

accounted for d4 to the Exchequer, being the fermes of

Kirkdale and Broach, in the hands of the King for five years

and of the Earl of Douglas for two for non-recovery of sasine

by the heirs. l  We do not know who were the heirs, but as

the family name died out with Nicolas, they may have been

daughters. 
'fhe 

heirs obtained sasine the following year

0+SZ).g 
'Ihereafter 

the lands passed to the Vaus famil.v,

John Waus being infe'f t  in r5o3 in Kirkdale and Broatch.l l

The next y ear the lands were in the possession of Duncan

N{urray. ** He was a burgess of Whitho'rn, and probablv ;r

nrember of the house of Broughton,j '  j '  and sold in r53z thc 4
x Bain, IT., 824.
| Un..B., III., xevi.
i En. R., YI., 262.

$ l'r. n., VI., 347.

l l  Er .R. ,  XI I . ,  714,  7 I5 ,
*x 8l0o. n., XTI., 7t5.
t I R.M.S., L5L3/46, 390,

but see M(Kerlie, IY.r 249.

490, antl 1241.
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merklands of Kirkdale and the z merklands of Broatch to
Alexander Hannay, to whose descendants the property still
belongs. The patronage of the church must have remaincd
in the hands of the de Kirkdale family, but on the death of
Nicolas may have been acquired by the Crown.

The Rectors of Ki'rfidalo.

In r497 John Richardson was rector, witnessing a charter
at lrvine.x He was succeeded by Robert Furd, who was dead
by July, r5o5, when the Crown presented Richard Aikenheid to
the rectory.i- He was the last rector, for in November, r5o8,
the Crown granted the church and its patronage to Whithorn
Priory.I As an eccle,siastical unit Kirkdale ncver recovered
from the Reformation. The first minister of Kirkmabreck
acted as reader there till r59o, when he is believed to have
been appointed to Kirkdale, remaining there four years and
having no successor.5\ He was probably an absentee
minister, for we know that in r5gz the glebe and manse of
Kirkdale were occupied by William Carnoquhen, a black-
smith plying his trade.ll The church became ruinous ti l l
scarce a stone remains.

Thus were the piety and provision of the Norman
brought to nought by the disciples of Knox.

After the address the cup and ring-marked stones built
into the walls of the stable were inspected, and the company
then went to Kirkdale House, where Mr D. p. Maclagan,
W. S., secretary of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland,
most hospitably entertained them to lunch. Mr Hugh S.
Gladstone, president, voiced the thanks of the society to Mr
Maclagan. The following paper was read before reaving
Kirkdale House:-

" n.M.s., 1424/7513, 2495.
t Cated,oni,a, Y., 333.
I B.M.S., 1424/L5I3, 3268.
$ Scott's nast,i,, IL, 739.

ll n.M.s., 1580/93, 2958.
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Dirk Hatteraick's Cave.

Bv A. M'CoRurcr.

I have often been asked by visitors who have searched

along the Ravenshall  shore, whether there real lv is such a cave

as that known as " Dirk Hatteraick's Cave. " The situa'

tion of the cave is indicated at No. 298 of the Fifth Report

and Inventory of Monuments and Constructions in Galloway,

Vol I I .  for Kirkcudbrightshire-" $66e 25o yards to the

east of the mouth of the Kirkdale Burn, in the high bank

above the shore and some 35 feet up, is visible a small  aper-

ture giving access to the cave believed to be that immorfalised

by Scott in '  Guy Mannering. '  So narrow is the aperture

that a full-grown man can only with difficulty squeeze himself

sideways between the opposing rock faces, and the entrance

is further rendered difficult by the steep taltts of soil and stone

filling the lower part of the chasm, and down rvhich an in-

truder has to '  sl i ther '  to reach the f loor of the cave some 14

feet below. The cave is some 33 feet in length, with a narrow

projection extending some ro feet farther, and has an average

floor width of from 4 to 5 feet, diminishing as i t  r ises up-

wards. Along the left wall from the entrance are tiers of

small  rectangular recesses, resembling pigeon nests in a dove-

cot, but believed to have been formed for the storage or.t

bottles of spirits by the smugglers. In rear of this arrange-

ment of bins or nests there is a small  inner recess. The

dimensions of the ' nests ' are about ro inches by 6 inches.

In its present condition it would have been impossible to

convey any object larger than a very small keg or bottle

through the entrance, but a fall of earth some years ago has

partially filled the entrance. " My friend, the late Mr Alex-

ander Waugh, author of. Galloway Glimpses, has recorded

in that book perhaps the best description of the cave, but

time does not permit me to read it to you. In Sir Walter

Scott's additional note on Galwegian localities and person-

ages, which have been supposed to be alluded to in the novel,

he refers to Dirk Hatteraick and his cave thu5 '- ' (  An old

English proverb says that ' more know Tom Fool than Tom

Fool knows,' and the influence of the adage seerns to extend
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to works composed under the influence of an idle or foolish

planet. N{any corresponding circumstances are detected by

readers of which the author did not suspect the existence.

The prototype of Dirk Hatteraick is considered as having

been a Dutch skipper cal led Yawkins. This man was welt

known on the coast of Galloway and Dumfriesshire as sole

proprietor and master of a buckkar, or smuggling lugger,

called the Black Prince. The Black Prince used to discharge

her cargo at Luce, Balcarry and elsewhere on the coast; but

her owner's favourite landing places were at the entrance of

the Dee and the Cree, near the old castle of Rueberry, about

six miles below Kirkcudbright. There is a cave of large

dimensions in the vicinity of Rueberry which, from its being

frequently used by Yawkins and his supposed connection with

the smugglers on the shore, is now cal led Dirk Hatteraick's

cave. " But the str iking resemblance betweeu Sir Walter

Scott 's descript ion of the scenery in " Guy Mannering " and

the scenery in the neighbourhood of Ravenshall is not dis-

posed of by Sir Walter's glib accusation against Galwegians

of " assigning to airy nothings a local habitation and a

name. " I have elsewhere discussed generally the question

of the Galwegian localities and personages in " Guy Manner-

irg, " but now I merely desire to locate the situation of Dirk

Hatteraick's Cave. Whether by accident or through having

heard Captain or Mrs Tom Scott describe this part icular

cave, or having read accounts of it from Joseph Train, Sir

Walter 's references to Dirk Hatteraick's Cave indicate a

cave somewhere on the eastern shore of Wigtown Bay and

near to El langowan, the highest tower of which " is a gude

landmark as far as Ramsay in Man and the Point of Ayr, "

and any other sites which may be claimed to have that honour

should conform to these two condit ions. I  give the fol lowing

quotations from " Gty Mannering " to justify my conten-

tion :-
" And what, " said Brown to the boatman, " is the name

of that fine cape that stretches into the sea, with its sloping

banks and hillock of wood, and forms the right side of the:

bay?"
" Warroch Point, " answered the lad,
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" And that old castle,
situated just beneath it.
large building. "

my friend, with the modern house

It seems at this distance a very

" That's the Auld Place, sir, and that's the New Place
below it. We'l l land you there, if you l ike. "

" I should like it of all things. I must visit that ruin
before I continue my journey. "

" Ay, it 's a queer auld bit," said the fisherman; " and
the highest tower is a gude landmark as far as Ramsay in
Man and the Point of Ayr. There was muckle fighting
about the place langsyne. "

" And so ye see, sir, there was a King's sloop down in
Wigtown Bay, and Frank Kennedy, he behoved to have her
up to chase Dirk Hatteraick's lugger-ye'll mind Dirlr
Hatteraick, Deacon. I daresay ye m^y have dealt wi' him-
(the Deacon gave a sort of acquiescent nod and humph). He
was a daring chield, and he fought his ship ti l l  she blew up
like peelings off ingans; and Frank Kennedy, he had bee;r
the first man to board, and he was flung like a quarter of a
mile off and fell into the water below the rock at Warroch
Point, that they ca' the Gauger's Loup to this d"y."

One would almost infer from that quotation that the
Gauger had been flung from the lugger into the sea, but we
gather from the next quotation that in his hour of victory
over Dirk he had encountered Meg l\{errilees, who had pro-
bably been lying in wait for him and sent him to his doom.

" So, sir, Meg grippet him and clodded him like a stane
from the sling ower the craigs of Warroch Head, where he
was found that evening, but what became of the bebe, frankly
I cannot say. ."

" But even the feelings of selfish apprehension for A
time superseded, as Glossin passed the spot where Kennedv's
body had been found. It was marked by the fragment of a
rock which had been precipitated from the cliff above, either
with the body or after it. ."

" Stifling, therefore, his feelings, he crept forward to the
cave, which was so near the spot where the bodv was found
that the smugglers might have heard from their hiding-
place the various conjectures of the bystanders concerning the
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fate of their victim. But nothing could be more completely
concealed than the entrance to their asylum. The oplning,
not larger than that of a fox-earth, lay in the face of the clifi
directly behind a large black rock, or rather upright stone,
which served at once to conceal it from strangers and as a
mark to point out its situation to those who used it as a place
of retreat. The space between the stone and the criff was
exceedinglv narrow, and being heaped with sand ancl other
rubbish, the most minute search would not have discovered
the mouth of the cavern without removing those substances
rvhich the tide had drifted before it. For the purpose of
further concealment, it was usual with the contraband traders
who frequented this haunt, after they had entered, to stuff
the mouth with withered seaweed, loosely piled together as
if carried there by the waves. Dirk Hatieraick had not for_
gotten this precaution. "

The wood in the vicinity of the cave is cailed \,varroch
wood, and the bold headland at warroch point is known as" The Gauger's Loup. " It wourd be absurd, however, t.
claim that Dirk Hatteraick confined his smuggring operations
to this particular cave, nor do I conside. it,"t Sir walter
scott slavishly described Barholm castle. The conclusion
I arrived at elsewhere when considering the question g.ener-
ally is as follows .-

" Keeping in view, then, the aptness of scott's descrirr-
tions of the Ravenshail rocarity and to the Galro*"y gypri...,
and the sources from which that information is supposecr to
have been derived, is it unreasonabre to conclucle that Guy
Mannering is the outcome of a composite knowredge of
(first) what Sir warter may have known from personar
acquaintance with the yethorm gypsies-Madge Gordon,
from whom the portrait of ' Meg Merrirees's ' av-owed proto-
type, Jean Gordon, was partially drawn, amongst the number
-and with caerlaverock castle; and of (seconJ) rvhat he may
have learned from Joseph Train and the M,culroch family of
the Galloway gypsies-Bii ly and Frora Marshail amongst rhe
number-and of Barhorm castre and . Dirk Hatteraick,s
cave,' and the other Garwegian locarit ies around Ravens_
hal l  ?"
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I must conclude with a note of warning to visitors who 
wish to enter this cave. Major Stewart once had a narrow 
escape in the mouth of Dirk Hatteraick's Cave. H e  had 
been a t  Ravenshall with a picnic party. He had got down 
into the cave with some difficulty. As he was a very heavy 
gentleman, avoirdupois had accelerated his descent, hut hiq- 
dered his ascent. Some 
of his friends who were standing a t  the mouth of the cave 
tried to pull him out, but they failed, and they were all quite 
exhausted when a boy-one of the picnic party-who had 
been asked to run to the nearest house for help and to bring 
a rope noticed, a s  he ran down the brae, a fishing boat pass- 
ing along, and he succeeded in giving the alarm. As the 
fisherman drew in to the shore the boy excitedly explained to 
him the predicament in which the Major was fixed, and asked 
him to bring a rope. H e  did so and hurried to the spot. 
H e  managed to get the rope under the Major's arms and, 
slipping the other end round his own body, he asked the 
others who were still holding by the Major's arms to qive a 
steady pull. The fisherman's heels caught a stone and down 
the brae he tumbled, and with that extra jerk up popped the 
Major. As he gazed down the brae a t  the fisherman lying 
on his back he panted out : " Thank you, Adam [Rirrelll. 
'Through your opportune ' birreling ' down that brae you 
drew me out of the jaws of death-like the cork out of a beer 
bottle !" 

H e  stuck in the mouth of the cave. 

Thanks were given to Mr M'Cormick on the motion of 
the Secretary, and the company proceeded to Barholm 
Ttower. 

Barholm Tower. 
By A. S. MORTON, Esq. 

After describing the tower Mr h'lorton commented upon 
some uncommon features. 

" At the entrance door they had the moulding and seg- 
mental shaped arched hood, which were perhaps not remark- 
able, but the cabled hood moulding terminating with a knot 
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a t  each end and the grotesque animal figure near the centre 
of the archway and the two masks, one on each side, were 
certainly peculiar and difficult to explain. The two staircase 
windows in the north wall of the wing had also uncommon 
features. The one on the first floor level consisted of a 
square-headed lintel with a shallow sinking cut in two semi- 
circular arches, and the window immediately above it was 
formed also of a single stone, and attention was drawn to its 
unusual shape. On the east wall a t  the ravine, above the 
window lighting the first floor, were several corbels, but their 
use was not now very apparent. The opening appeared to 
have been originally a doorway converted at a later date into 
a window. This raised an interesting question, for doorways 
entered from the first floor level belonged to an earlier period 
than was usually assigned to Barholm Castle, and, along 
with other certain features, suggested that the castle or part 
of it might be older than was generally thought. " 

He then read the following paper upon its history :- 
Barholm belonged to the M'Cullochs from early in the 

sixteenth century, but it was not possible to say who built 
the castle. I t  did not appear to have played any prominent 
part in the history of Galloway, but its owners took an 
active interest in local and even national movements. 
The castle and the lands immediately around it were now 
included in Kirkdale estate, and the name " Barholm " had 
been transferred to the modern mansion near Creetown, still 
held by representatives of the M'Cullochs of Barholm. They 
bad sprung from one of the oldest Galloway families-the 
M'Cullochs of Myrton, Wigtownshire, whose branches 
spread far and wide and entwined themselves with many 
families throughout the Province. 

The first mention of the name of M'Culloch in connec- 
tion with the lands of Barholm was in a contract dated 1st 
November, 1528, anent the redeeming of the '' Five pound 
land of Barholm " entered into between Thomas M'Clelland 
of Gelston and David M'Culloch, who appears to have been 
the younger son of David, second son of James M'Culloch of 
Cardoness; and then in a Charter dated 22nd July, 1565, 
John M'Culloch is styled as  of Barholm. 

. 

I 
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In those good old days bitter feuds occasionally existed 
between neighbouring families, and men sometimes took the 
law into their own hands. The M'Cullochs of Barholm couid 
not avoid being entangled in these embroilments. On 17th 
April, 1578, James M'Culloch of Barholm was slain by John 
Broon of Carsluith, who seems to have fled from justice, A S  

he did not attend for his trial and his sureties were forfeited. 
In the middle of the next century Harry M'Culloch, younger 
of Barholm, was mixed up in an outrage committed on the 
widow of Cardoness. Her two sons, William and Alex- 
ander Gordon, alleged that Sir Alexander M'Culloch of 
Myrton had formed a design to possess himself of Cardoness 
and bought sundry pleas, debts, comprisings and factories 
of the estate, and used ,all means to get  himself intruded 
therein. On 19th August, 1664, he went with a party con- 
sisting of his two sons, Godfrey and John, and Harry 
M'Culloch, younger of Barholm, and others, all armed with 
swords and pistols, to Bussabiel, broke into the house and 
attacked the old lady. In October, 1665, the same persons 
committed a similar outrage, and in March the following year 
they were a t  it  again, and it was alleged that Lady Cardoness 
died as a result of their treatment of her. The accused were 
tried by the Privy Council, but there seemed some difficulty 
as  to their decision. They first appeared as condemning 
the accused parties to fine and imprisonment, then next day 
gave an opposite verdict, and yet, in April of the following 
year, we hear of Godfrey M'Culloch as still being under 
threat of punishment for this offence. The name Godfrey; 
it may be mentioned in passing, was an hereditary name in 
the M'Culloch family and was derived from Godfroi de 
Bouillon, King of Jerusalem, under whom a M'Culloch fought 
in one of the Crusades. This feud with the Gordons had a 
tragic end in 1690. Sir Godfrey M'Culloch went to Russa- 
biel and asked to see William Gordon, and when Gordon 
appeared M'Culloch shot him in the thigh and he died in a 
few hours. M'Culloch fled abroad to escape justice, but re- 
turned in a few years. One Sunday worshippers in a church 
a t  Edinburgh were startled by the cry, " Steek the door ! 
There's a murderer in the kirk." I t  was from a Galloway 
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man who recognised M'Culloch. The latter was txought to 
trial and executed on 25th March, 1697. Tradition told of 
other feuds, but time would not permit of these being dealt 
with. The M'Cullochs of Barholm were zealous supporters 
of the principles of the Keformation, and when John Knox 
found the times too hot for him in EdinburgG he fled to Ayr- 
shire, and then he came to Galloway and, about 1566, sought 
safety in Barholm Castle. His signature was for many years 
to be seen on the wall of a small arched apartment or  bed- 
room at the head of the staircase. 

The caves of Barholm often afforded a retreat €or the 
persecuted Covenanters, and Barbour, in his Unique Tradi- 
tions, specially refers to three caves-the Cove of Barholm, 
the Kaa's Cave, and the Whig's Hole. The minister of 
Kirkmabreck often sent food to some of the persecuted hiding 
in these caves. When the Act of Indemnity was passed in 
1662, although it was headed " The King's Free Pardon," 
it narrated that the King, being desirous that all animosities 
and differences should be buried in oblivion, had resolved to 
grant a general Act of Indemnity and Pardon, but had thought 
to burden his pardon to some whose guiltiness had rendered 
them obnoxious to the laws and had placed their lives and 
fortunes at His Majesty's disposal with payment of some 
small sums. Wha t  these small sums were may be under- 
stood when it is stated that they amounted to over A84,000. 
Major M'Culloch of Barholm was fined &80o. H e  was one 
of those taken prisoner a t  Rullion Green and was sentenced 
to be executed with several other Galloway men a t  Edinburgh 
on 7th December, 1666. H e  has been described as a most 
reverend looking old gentleman, but this did not help him 
anything in the eyes of his enemies. The heads of Major 
M'Culloch, John Gordon and Robert Gordon were com- 
manded to be sent to Kirkcudbright for exposure on the prin- 
cipal gates of that burgh, and the right arms of M'Culloch 
and other Galloway men were sent to the Magistrates of 
Lanark to be fixed upon the public parts of that town, being 
the place where they took the Covenant with uplifted hands, 
as  is the custom in Scotland. Before proceeding to the 
scaffold the condemned men signed a joint testimony which 
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is given in Naphtnli, published in 1693. I t  is signed by teii 
of those who were executed, the first signature being that of 
John M'Culloch of Barholm. Anyone found in possession 
of this book, Naphtali, was liable to a fine of LIO,OOO, but 
he had a copy of it with him in case any present would like to 
be found in possession of it. The Barholm estate was, of 
course, forfeited, and continued in forfeiture till the Revolu- 
tion. On August 3rd, 1676, Henry M'Culloch of Barholm 
was among those ordered to be denounced for harbouring, 
resetting and speaking with inter-communed persons. H e  
commanded the Galloway troops a t  Bothwell Bridge, 22nd 
June, 1679, where they gave a good account of themselves, 
notwithstanding the result. H e  escaped capture, but was 
tried in absence and, with many others, ordered to be exe- 
cuted when apprehended. The sentence, however, was 
never carried out. 

Mr Morton then referred to the whole district around the 
castle as  being rich in historic, literary and romantic associa . 
tions, and claimed that of all the castles suggested a s  being 
the Ellangowan of " Guy Mannering," Barholm best 
answered the description. H e  concluded with an interesting 
quotation from the metrical romance, The Briar or Threave 
and Lily of Barholm. 

In conveying to Mr Morton the thanks of the meeting, 
the Rev. Dr  J. King Hewison remarked that " he did not 
think the people of Galloway realised the fact that Ayrshire, 
Dumfriesshire, Kirkcudbrightshire and Wigtownshire ha3 
been responsible for the finest principles of freedom brought 
to this country. There was the history of Galloway men led 
by Wallace and Bruce, and Galloway as  the retreat of the 
famous Bruce during his unfortunate days. Then they came 
to the time of the Covenant, so beautifully described by Mr 
Morton, to whom he might convey the appreciation of a large 
number of readers. Galloway, he thought, did not fully 
appreciate what had been done by the M'Cullochs, 
M'Clellands and Gordons in years gone by. They might not 
have been there that day had it not been for the bravery of 
those families, for they did much to bring peace to the 
country. " 
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The company then proceeded across country to Cairn- 
holy, where the legend of King Galdus was dealt with by Mr 
R. C. Reid. 

The Legend of King Galdus. 
By R. C. REID, Esq. 

Who' was King Galdus? Did he lie buried here2 
l h e s e  are questions which no one visiting this spot can fail 
to ask themselves, yet they are questions which have never 
been answered, though the story of King Galdus and his 
tomb is repeated with fluctuating variations by every guiue 
book. I t  is the duty of all Antiquarian Societies to examine 
such stories, to sift the fact from the legendary, to weigh 
the evidence and ascertain the truth. That is what we shdll 
attempt to-day. I t  is not tampering with a venerable acd 
prized tradition nor exploding a cherished belief. For  a 
tradition is a human memory, venerable with age and sacred 
in that it embodies something of the truth. I t  is something 
that should be regarded with respect and dealt with tenderly, 
for it is as old as the surrounding hills. But King Galdus 
is not a treasured tradition-he is a brazen legend. Rut first 
let us take the legend, then trace it to its source. 'I'he legend, 
when stripped of the accretions of time and the halting ex- 
planations of modern writers, is brief-namely, that King 
Galdus was interred on this spot. With this has been com- 
bined a totally different story of another age which may well 
be a tradition embodying a substratum of truth. I t  is to 
the eEect that on the adjoining moor of Glenquicken a battle 
was fought between Scots and English wherein the Scots 
were defeated and their general slain, whereupon the Bishop 
of Whithorn assumed command, but was driven seawards by 
the English, who slew him and buried him here.* A specific 
date is given to the Bishop's story, 1150; but with it we are 
not concerned to-day. Who, then, was King Galdus- that 
valiant warrior who fought the Romans and drove them From 
Galloway, and after an eventful reign of 35 years died peace- 
fully in his bed to the dismay of his sorrowing people, who 

* New Statistical Account. 
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decided to commemorate his greatness by calling their cr)un-
try Galloway after him ? Surely with such an important
potentate there should be no doubt as to where he was
buried. Yet two spots within his erstwhile kingdom clarm
to be his tomb, Cairnholy and Torhousemuir in Wigtown.

Curiously enough, the neighbourhood of both sites is asso-
ciated with a tradition of a fighting bishop perishing on a
field of battle. * Yet nearly a thousand years must separate
the era of Galdus from the Bishop. It is obvious that l{ing
Galdus cannot have been buried in both places. From the
earliest times traitors and other undesirables have been Cis-
membered by their foes. But Galdus died in his bed. We
must therefore ignore the claims of Torhousemuir and deal
only with Cairnholy. Now we may search in vain through
the early chronicles of our country, or of any other countryr
for a reference to Galdus. Every scrap of manuscript re-
lating to the history of our country prior to the compilation
of Fordun's Chronicle has been collected and published by

the Government in a volume entitled Chronicles of the Picts
and Scots. It contains no reference to Galdus. At the end
of the fourteenth century Fordun compiled the first formal
History of Scotland. As an historian Fordun was far in
advance of his age, having travelled on foot through Eng-
land, Scotland and Ireland, collating chronicles and collect-
ing information. When every allowance has been made,

Fordun was wonderfully accurate-but he tells us nothing

about Galdus. Andrew Wyntoun, Canon of St. Andrervs,

who cannot have known of Fordun's Chronicle,t  about r.4zo
wrote his Orygynale Chronykill of Scotland, but makes no
reference to King Galdus. Prior to Hector Boethius, no
writer records any such king as Galdus. Even John Major,
contemporary of Boethius, had never heard of Galdus, and
gives the same list of kings as Fordun does-a list which
carried the official national imprimatur as having been pro-
mulgated before the three Estates of the Realm assembled for
the coronatio,n of King Alexander I I I .  in r24g.f John
Major wrote his Chonicle in r5zr, yet in 1526, f ive years

* M'Kerl ie, I . ,  345.
I Chroni,cles of Pi,cts and, Scots, pref. ix.
f Innes, Essay on the Anci,ent Inhabitants of Scotland,, p, I42.
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later, Boethius published his History of Scotland and intro-
duced l{ing Galdus for the first time to a bewildered world.

Hector Boethius, who was born at Dundee, was .t
Master of Arts at the University of Paris, and was induced
by Bishop Elphinstone to go to Aberdeen when that Bishop
founded the University there. He became Principal tlrere,
and was the first in Scotland to restore the Latin tongue to
its purity. In the Dedication of his History he states that
his object was to place the brave actions of the Scots in a
brighter light in contrast to the former barbarous writers of
Scots history, rvho had buried i t  in obl ivion. Certainly
Boethius made history brighter reading. He tel ls us quite
a lot about what happened at the monastery of Ycolm Kil l  16o
years before that monastery was founded. Ptolemy, the
geographer, he transforms into a King of Egypt; half-a-
dozen of Fordun's kings he omits, though we have definite
historical and textual record of their existence. In thcir
place he inserts a dozen kings, some never heard of before
or since, others imported from foreign countr ies and put into
kilts. Thus, as we know by name of only one native chief-
tain who fought against the Romans, Boethius decided to
provide some more, and did not hesitate to ransack the lr is-
tory of England and Gaul for suitable material.  He unblush-
ingly annexed and incorporated in his History of scottcnd
such rvel l-known historical personages as caractacus, King of
the Si lures in Southern England, and the warl ike carausius,
who for the first and, I trust, last time figure as Kings of
Scotland. Even that old friend of our childhoodt now com-
memorated on Westminster Bridge, Boadicea, Queen of the
Iceni, is made to drive her chariot across the stage of scot-
t ish history. Truly, Boethius succeeded in his object in
rendering our history brighter to the reader.

Amongst the inventions of Boethius is a king whom ne
calls corbredus Galdus, or Galdus son of corbred-another
mythical king-and, according to Boethius, a nepheu, of
Caractacus, and so first cousin to Boadicea. Galdus appears
in the usual heroic mould-

" Curtas and kynd, rycht circumspect and wyss,. , r*

* Line 10,135 of Stewart's rhyming eclition of Boece,
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He is pictured as a great reformer, allowing no wrong' to go
unpunished, and vainly 2ffempting to abolish the practice of
mercheto mulierum. Early in his reign he is made to have
raised the impossible host of 5o,ooo to repel the Romans.

The time-honoured myth of a great eagle having been seen
flying all day over the Roman Army is recounted, and the
usual bombastic orison is placed in the mouth of Galdus,
'vho, however, suffers defeat, but though severely wounded
in the face, escapes on a fleet horse. Twelve thousand Scots,
" rycht bellicose and bald, " are slain. His wound kept hirn
in bed f.or a year, but that did not prevent him coming sor.rth
through Kyle, carried in his litter, with his host to defend
the Border against the Romans, and when he went back to
Argyll leaving 5ooo men to garrison it. The following year
i\gricola appears on the scene, and Galdus reached the
zenith of his renown. The Pictish King having been slain,
Galdus is crowned with acclaim King of Picts and Scots.
He brings ro,ooo all ies from Ireland, and secures the assist-
ance of a great army of Danes. Then follows a description
of the battle of Mons Graupius, though Boethius avoids
all names that can be recognised, and Galdus appears even
greater in defeat than in victory. Twenty thousand Scots
and Danes are slain against r2,ooo Romans, and Galdus
commands the survivors to sing all night to drown the
lamentations of the dying. After the departure of Agricola,
Galdus has continuous success against the aggressors, finally
vanquishing them at the Wood of Caledon and ejecting
them from Pictland and Scotland. The conqueror then took
up his residence at Epiake, the principal city of Scotland,
where he died a.o. r3r. A most precious sepulchre was
raised to him, on which were engraved his victories.
" Mony huge pillaris war raisit about his sepulchre to testify
to his precellent virtue and glory of chivalry."*

That in epitome is the story of King Galdus as invented
by Boethius. From beginning to end it is a pure fabrica-
tion. Dr Johnson's opinion was that the credulity of
Roethius may be excused in an age when all men were credu-

* Bellenden's translation, Bk. IY., ch. 21.
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lous. But credulity is one thing and fabrication another'

Yet Boethius was'a scholar with a European reputation and

a friend of Erasmus. In 1494 he took his degree as Master

of Arts in Paris, and to-dalr fnor€ than 4oo years later, we

can crown him as Master of Fiction. It is obvious that

Boethius had a copy of Tacitus' Lile of Agricolo before hirn,

yet he nowhere ventures to identify Galdus with the chief-

tain Galgacus mentioned by Tacitus. That enormity was

left to the practised hand of George Buchanan, who saw no

reason to hesitate where Boethius held back. But evelr

Buchanan, who followed faithfully in the steps of Boethius,

felt compelled to omit much of the fabulous narration of the

latter. So Buchanan only preserves the framework of the

story of Galdus, who, he says, was " no less illustrious

among his enemies than dear to his friends. "* No refer-

ence is made to his place of burial or his sepulchre. on

neither Boethius nor Buchanan can reliance be placed. Both

wrote what they called history-but with different motives-

one to make bright reading, the other for filthy lucre. A

grammarian of distinction, a poet of real merit, the most

Garned critic of his times, and a pedagogue to Royalty itself,

Buchanan's critical faculties were entirely dominated by self-

interest. As long as Mary Queen of Scots was on the

throne he rvas in receipt of honours and emoluments, and

sang her eftusive praises. But once his Royal Mistress was

in prison he turned all the vitriolic powers of his pen against

her in order to earn a pension of droo from her enemies. At

the christening of the Royal infant Buchanan wrote of the

Queen 
.-(. Jfis lustre of her virtue is so bright that it

attracts to her the hearts of all whose breasts are influenced

b1, virtue. " Yet scarce two years later, when the Queen was

a deposed captive, he wrote his Detection, an atrocious narra-

tion of the Queen's lewd behaviour with Bothwell during the

four months immediately preceding the christening cere-

mony. For this he received the lucrative posts of Director

of Chancery and Keeper of the Privy Seal. He certainly

believed in the Machiavelian principle-Calumniare fortiter

* Book IV., ch. 21.
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sentper, ali,quid adhaerebi,t-which may be translated-
" Throw mud as hard as you can, for some will always
stick. " As a politician he may have been a success, but :rs
a historian he can only be regarded as worthless.

The rest of the development of the legend of King
Galdus can be told in a few words. Holinshed,* ar English
chronicler who apparently had never been in Scotland,
whilst slavishly following Boethius, placed Epiake in Gallo-
way. But it was left to a local poet to bury King Galdrrs
here. t In 166z Patrick Hannay of Kirkdale published a
now very scarce volume of poems which attracted some
attention. The admirers of his Muse, in accordance with
the custom of the day, sent him complimentary epistles, also
in verse. Amongst these epistles was one from a Mr John
Marshall containing this couplet :-

" Thy aneestors lyere ever worthy found
Else Galclus t grave hacl graced no Hannay ts ground.. "

Appended is ^ marginal n61s-3' King Galdus, who so
bravely fought with the Romans, lies buried in the lands 'rf

Patrick Hannay of Kirkdale. " Here, then, appears for the
first time the statement of burial at this site. It is instructive
to see how the legend grew. Galdus was invented by
Boethius, was identified with Galgacus by Buchanan, located
in Galloway by Holinshed, and buried here by John Marshall.
Principal, grammarian, chronicler and poetaster have all had
a hand at his creation until King Galdus is almost believed in
in the countryside.

The Ghamborod Caarn.

As Camden says, " there are everywhere so many

forgers that hardly the true can be known from the false, "

so it is necessary to call in archreology to correct the his-

torians. What does archreology tell us of this site? It

declares without hesitat ion that i t  is a stone age burial,  many

thousand years older than the Romans. As seen to-dav it

* A eontemporaly of Buchanan, who cliecl circa 1580.
t Sir Anclrew Agnes, in his Descri,pttion of tke Shi,re of Wigtown

(Macfarlane MSS.), compilecl before 7672, mentions the tomb of
King Galctus at Wigtown, the frst reference to that site which I
have found.
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is only the core of what was once a huge cairn of stones.

Circular in shape, this huge heap of stones must have at one

time completely covered the remains of the tomb which we

now see. Round the outer edge of this cairn we would er-

pect, from analogous constructions, to have found a number

of upright slabs, incl ining inwards, part ly or wholly buried

by the stones of the cairn. All these have disappeared for

bui lding purposes. Andrew Symson, who f lourished at the

end of the seventeenth century, states that the small stones

were all removed by the country people for building dykes.r'

What is left consists of the chamber of the tomb, the passage

and the portals. Facing eastwards is a high squarish pillar,

obviously one side of the portal. The other stone can

hardly be the other pillar of the portal. They are too close

together to permit entry. The small stone may have been

a l intel.  Within the portal is the passage, 8 f t .  long, lead-

ing to the chamber. Two of the stones here have been iis-

placed. The chamber itself is 5 ft. by 3 ft. by 4 ft. high. and

is covered by a single colossal slab as a table stone for fhe

cap-a feature which has caused this chambered cairn to be

described as " of the dolmen type. " It is doubtful whether

the top slab is in its original position, as several of the sup-

porting stones forming the sides of the chamber have been

removed. I t  is possible that this cairn may have had more

than one chamber, for Symson says that a " furlong south-

east of the Kirk of Kirkdale lay a great cairn, with 5 or 6

stones erected, besides which high stones 5 or 6 tombs were

discovered made of thin whinstone. 
" To-day there is only

evidence of one tomb. Chambered cairns of this type a1e

to be met with of all 5i2s5-6ne in county Meath being 7o

feet high, over 3oo feet in diameter, and covered with trees

In lreLnd th are associated sometimes with Ogham in-

script ions. I ;  the Channel Islands there is evidence that

these tombs were used by successive generations for many

ages. t
Popular fancy has in the past associated these megalithic

remains with Druidical rites, describing the capstones as

" Jewitt's Graae Mounds anil their Contents.
f Macfarlane, II., 67.
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" altars " and affirming that where, as in this case, one encj
of the capstone is lower than the other it had been so con-
structed that the blood of the victim might run off in that
direction. But it is just as fanciful to associate the Druicls
as King Galdus with this site. There is no evidence thal
the Druids had a hold in Scotland.

These chambered cairns are the earliest sepulchral con-
structions known in Scotland, and archeology cannot yet
venture to give them a precise date. Early Neolithic man,
as the oban caves attest, lived in Scotland ages before the
builders of these chambered cairns, but he was a cave dweller,
a hunter, a nomad and a most unsociable person. centuries
had to elapse before the gregarious instinct developed, before
he lived in village settlements. These cairns imply a defi-
nite civilisation, village communities, knowledge of agricul-
ture, the keeping of cattle, the growing of harvests. There
is evidence of an active trade and, above all, most peaceful
conditions; for though personal and communal quarrels
must have been numerous, it is difficult to believe that any-
thing in the nature of serious war was possible when only a
stone hammer was available. Things were very difierent
after the discovery of bronze had armed with invincible
weapons the wild tribes of Eastern Europe and started the
great all-conciuering Celtic migration.

We know nothing of what happened in Scotland be.
tween the era of the oban man and the builders of these
chambered cairns. That great Mediterranean race known
as the Dolmen builders, who have left their megalitlic monu-
ments all over Europe, England, and parts of Ireland, cannot
have reached Scotland. They must have been followed by
another race, perhaps from the Baltic,* who introduced the
chambere{ cairn, whether in the form of long barrovr,
horned cairn or circular chambered cairn like this one. They
settled on the Yorkshire coast, round the Firth of Forth, and
penetrated to Gloucestershire and wiltshire, which must
have been their principal seat. In Ireland they were settlecl

" They have been tentatively
Irish tradition (Brownleera Ori,gi,n
i,n Scotl,anitr),

equated with the f ir Gaileoin of
anil Di,stri,bution of Raci,al Tgpes
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in Meath, and they must have worked up the west coast of

Scotland as far as Orkney. At Cairnholy they have left t-wo

cairns, perhaps more yet to be located. The builders of these

cairns must have reached here eithertly coming up the Solway

or by passing down from Ayrshire aia Carsphairn, probably

the latter, for another stream of them coming from Cars-

phairn passed into Dumfriesshire aia Stroanfreggan and

Moniaive. None of the Dumfriesshire long cairns has been

excavated, so we don't know whether their chambers ar:c

similar to these or not. But in Dumfriesshire we have at

Stroanfreggan a large circular cairn similar to this one con-

taining a megalithic cist of the transitional period between

the Bronze and Stone Ages. The so-called grave of King

Galdus, with its chamber, passage and portals, can therefore

probably be placed earlier than Stroanfreggan, but later than

the long horned cairn that adjoins this site. No one vet

dares to define the dates of these Stone Age burials, but it is

generally agreed that in Scotland the Bronze Age commenced

about eighteen hundred years before the birth of Christ.

Stroanfreggan comes just before that-say 2ooo B.c. This

chambered cairn must therefore belong to some unknown

date, perhaps not long before 2ooo B.c.

So archreology tells us of this site a very different story.

Instead of stirring tales of Roman invasions it takes us back

to those misty ages which we call prehistoric and dates this

sepulchre two or three thousand years before Rome was built.

l'here is only to add that the present name of the farm

preserves in modern form this aged legend. Cairnholy a.s a

place-name cannot be traced back beyond a century. The

original name was Balmacrail.*

Mr J. M'Gowan Wilson, tenant of Cairnholy for over

a quarter of a century, pointed out places in the vicinity rn

which lay several cup and ring marked stones, and indicated

certain mounds where tombs of a similar character to that just

described might be found on excavation, and stated that many

of the gate posts in the district had obviously been slabs re-

* M'Kerlier IY., 287.
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moved from such monuments. The p,osts supporting the
stables at Barholm were of that character.

In the next field is the horned cairn, "rid on this subiect
a few remarks were made by Mr J. Graham Callander, F.S.A.,
Scot.,  Director of the National Museum of Antiquit ies,
Edinburgh, who was a member of the party.

Horned Cairn, Cairnholy.

By J. Gnenau Cerr,exopn, Esq., F.S.A., Scot.

Mr Callander said that, as Mr Reid had renrarked, they
had only the merest fragments left of what must have been
a very imposing monument. I t  had been a long, horned
cairn, but whether i t  had had horns at both ends i t  was irn-
possible to sav. The burial chamber was of quite a dif ferent
type from that found in the horned cairns of the north of
scotland. Instead of having long, trough-like charnbers
like the cairnholy cairns, those in the north had chambers
roughly of beehive shape, sometimes divided into three com-
partments. It seemed that the northern examples were
meant to contain a sequence of burials, but they could hardly
imagine people forcing in a dead body between the closely set
portal stones of the cairn they were looking at. The
chambers in the Cairnholy cairns to a certain extent resembled
certain of those in cairns found in the clyde area-in Bute,
Arran, and Kintyre-and he believed that somewhat similar
examples extended northwards as far as North uist.  Last
week, when in Perthshire, he found one near Comrie. the
only one of this class known, so far, in the East of Scotland.
He did not think the chambered cairn buirders of Scotlanrl
came from Norway, because the Arran cairns yierded some
pottery, which was practically indentical in shape with
pottery that was found in spain. This suggested that the
people who built the long cairns in Scotland may rather have
come up the west coast. It was, however, a very difficr-rlt
thing to talk of these early migrations, and much more worrld
have to be learned before they could speak about them with
any degree of confidence. As for their period, N{r Reid hao
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said it was about 2000 B.C., and he thought this was very 
near it. Something had been said about cup-and-ring marks 
and their period. Some of the big chambered cairns in Ireland 
had many cup markings and spirals, but in Scotland they 
had cup-and-ring marked stones which had been used as the 
lids of short cists dating to the early part of the Bronze Age. 
That showed that cup-and-ring marks, if not contemporaries 
of the chambered cairns in Scotland, must have come in 
shortly after their time. Mr Callander went on to speak of 
a beautiful bronze handle of a Roman ewer which was found 
at  Cairnholy and which is now in the National Museum at 
Edinburgh, and said that there was no evidence that the 
Romans ever occupied Galloway, but a few Roman relics had 
been found in different parts. These, no doubt, would be 
brought in by way of trade or possibly as loot, when some of 
the Galloway people raided the Roman forts farther east. 

Mr Callander was thanked on the motion of Mr R. C. 
The next place visited was Carsluith Castle. Reid. 

Carsluith Castle. 
By G. W. SHIRLEY, 

I should like to point out in the first place that Carsluith 
had a connection, an unexplained connection, with Dumfries. 
On the wall of the Midsteeple a t  Dumfries there are two 
stones which were built into the structure when it was 
restored by the late Mr James Barbour. One of these 
bears the initials of two of the Bailies of the town and 
the other the words, “ A’ Loreburn,” and a coat-of-arms. 
’The history of the stones is well known. They came from 
the first prison in Dumfries, which was built in 1579, and 
they were saved when the prison was taken down and built 
into the wall of the summer-house at  Knockhill, Annandale. 
From there, by the good offices of Mr Barbour, they were 
restored to Dumfries and placed in the notable position +hey 
now occupy. They are the oldest inscribed stones possessed 
by the burgh of Dumfries. I t  might be supposed that the 
coat-of-arms adjacent to the slogan of the burgesses would 
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be that of the town itself, but that was not so.* The 
escutcheon of Dumfries, back to the thirteenth century at  
least, was St. Michael and the Dragon. The arms on the 
Midsteeple are those of the Browns of Carsluith. Their 
duplicate can be seen over the entrance door of 
Carsluith Castle-a chevron between three fleurs-de-lis. No 
explanation had been offered for their appearance on the old 
prison of Dumfries. I t  might be supposed that seeing the 
initials of the Bailies were given, the Provost might have 
his arms inscribed there as  well, but that was not so, the 
Provost a t  that time being a member of the family of M'Briar 
--Archibald, to wit, who was afterwards executed in Edin- 
burgh for murder. 

I t  may be noted that in several points the description nf 
Carsluith given in the Report of the Ancient Monuments Com- 
mission does not conform with the present condition. For 
instance, the Report stated that there were two curiously placed 
windows in each of the vaulted chambers of the basement, 
and that the upper ones had probably been constructed at  a 
later date for the purpose of securing more light. While 
this might have been the case, the lower openings are shot 
holes. Again, the " saut " box in the kitchen fireplace 
was described as  having two openings, whereas it has now at 
any rate only one from the " in go " of the fireplace. I t  is 
possible that the opening from the room was in existence 
prior to the reparations made by the Office of Works, who 
may have decided that it was an unintentional aperture. 
There was also no indication that the attic originally con- 
sisted of two apartments, as stated in the Report. 

In dealing with the history of the Castle Mr R. C. Reid 
has provided me with some notes which confirm the state- 

~ 

* '' The Antient arms of the town of Dumfries is said to have 
been a Chevron and three fleurs de lis, which are still to be seen an 
the front of the Prison. I t  is probable that the atone on which they 
are carved might be part of the old Prison, which is said (Edgar's 
Manuscript) to have been erected about 350 years ago, and which 
occupied the site of the present Council Chambers. The arms used 
for a great many years past by the Town is St. Michael, the Tutelary 
Saint of the place. . . ."-Burnside's NS. Zistory,  1791, p. 67, 
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ments made by Dr John Lindsay in his article on " The 
House of Fairgirth.* The early portions of M'Kerlie's 
account of Carsluith may be discarded. Still we seem to be 
unable to get further back than the first decades of the 
fifteenth century. Fairgirth, in Colvend, was originally 
held by the Douglases, but on their deprivation of their lands 
in 1455 Master James Lindsay was granted a new infeftment 
by the Crown. This indicates that he had held them pre- 
viously from the Douglases, and it is very likely he did, for 
he was Provost of the College of Lincluden under the pat- 
ronage of the Lords of Galloway, and had previously been 
secretary to the 8th Earl of Douglas and was much favoured 
by him. I t  is likely he would settle the succession 3n a 
kinsman, a nephew, perhaps, and we find a James Lindsay 
in possession. An earlier Provost of Lincluden was Mr 
Alexander de Carnis or Cairns. He was chancellor or secre- 
tary to Archibald, 4th Earl of Douglas, and received froin 
him a private grant of Gilkerscleuch in Crawfordjohn and 
Carsluith in the Stewartry. These lands he settled on his 
nephew, John Cairns, and Elizabeth, his wife, and the 
Duchess of Touraine in 1422 confirmed them by charter. 
Margaret Cairns who inherited was doubtless their daughter, 
and she married James Lindsay of Fairgirth. Thus these 
lands, with a curiously parallel history, were united in their 
ownership for a period. James Lindsay was Customer of 
Kirkcudbright from 1461 to 1469, and was prominent in the 
public life of the district. In addition to the lands he owned, 
he leased Corbieton, Carlingwark, Clon yard and Auchenhay, 
and must have been wealthy. He was appointed Chamber- 
lain of Galloway in 1493. He was succeeded by his son 
Michael, who in 1506 had a Crown Charter of Fairgirth and 
Carsluith. He owned extensive properties, and was evi- 
dently opulent. The first building of Carsluith may he 
ascribed either to his father or to him. His son and heir, 
Herbert, appears to have been slain at Flodden, and the 
estate went to his young son, John. Though still a minor, 
he was entered upon his lands. This was by virtue of the 

++ Pu,blications of the Clan Lindsay Society, Vol. 11, No. 6. 

c 
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decree of the King and nobles in camp before Flodden that 
no casualty of ward should be exacted from the heirs of those 
who should die in the campaign. John, however, died 
young without issue, and his sister, Elizabeth Lindsay, was 
infeft in 1531. The estate had been entailed, but this must 
have been set aside. The heiress, however, partly carried 
it out, and James Lindsay, her uncle, was placed in posses- 
sion .OF Fairgirth, Corsock and Auchenhay, while the lands 
in Lanarkshire went to another relative, James Lindsay, 
master falconer to the King. Carsluith she retained. She 
married Richard Brown. His origin is unknown, and it is 
mere speculation that connects him with the Brouns of Drum- 
brough and Bowness. The Browns of Carsluith, contract- 
ing marriages with adjacent families such as the Gordons of 
Craichlaw, continued an apparently undistinguished owner- 
ship, except. for an occasional murder, such as that of the 
Laird of Barholm, as mentioned by Mr Morton, until 1748, 
when James Brown, an India merchant, sold Garslriith to 
Alexander Johnstone, a London chemist. At  the beginning 
of the nineteenth century it was purchased by Ramsay 
Hannay of Kirkdale one of whose ancestors, on the distaff 
side, was Grace Brown of Carsluith. 

I t  was noted by one of those present that the date above 
the entrance doorway, which could not be read beyond 156---, 
was in his youth quite clearly to be read 1564, the probable 
date of the reconstruction. 

~ 

The Stone Circle on Glenquicken Moor was reached 
after a quick run, and there Mr Adam Birrell gave interesting 
information regarding the antiquities in the vicinity, includ- 
ing the old Military Road, the Stone Circles a t  Cairnharrnw 
and Glauchreed, and told various old stories and legends 
associated with the district. He was cordially thanked on 
behalf of the Society by Mr R. C. Reid, not only for his 
remarks but for the trouble he had taken to make this the 
most successful outing it had been. 

The last visit was to Cassencary, where Mrs Henryson 
Caird received the company. The following paper was 
read :- 
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Cassencary.

By W. A. F. HepsuRr.r, Esq.

A single glance at this stately pile will serve to show
that a portion of it at least is of very considerable antiquity.
f'he first mention of the actual building dates from the year
1684, when Symson refers to it as one of the considerable
houses of the neighbourhood. Probably the oldest portion,
the tower, g'oes back another hundred years, to the middle
of the sixteenth century. Of the early history of the build-
ing it is difficult to say much. The names of the builder
and of the early owners have not come down to us. In the
centuries preceding the sixteenth the property seems to have
been in the possession of the Church. Prior to the Reforma-
tion the lands connected with Cassencary were gifted by the
Church, but to whom we do not know, for at the Reforma-
tion the records were destroyed, and we do not know the
names of the early owners. The first family to be recorded
as connected with Cassencary is the family of Mure, probablv
a branch of the Muirs of Torhousemuir, in the parish of
Wigtown; and the first undisputable name and date is that
of John lVIure, possessing Cassencary in the year 1586.
Alexander, son to John, married Helen, second daughter of
William Maclellan of Balmang'an, in the parish of Borgue.
Through the direct line-Richard, John, William-the pro-
perty descended to George, who became a lawyer, a Writer to
the Signet in Edinburgh, and entered into possession in 1757.
FIe married Margaret, daughter of Alex. Mackenzie of.
Delvine, in Perthshire. Alexander, son of thi.s marriage,
succeeded his father in Cassencary in rZB4. He also suc-
ceeded to the estate of Delvine and assumed the name of
Mackenzie. In r8o5 he was created a baronet. He was
followed by a son, John, who in turn was followed by his son,
Alexander. I '  the time of Alexander, the third baronet,
cassencary was sold to Sir James caird, M.p. for Stirl ing,
who was Galloway born, his family hailing from stranraer.
The estate is still in the possession of the caird family, who
have modernised the house and added to its size and dignitv.
cassencary is said to be the original of the " woodburne , '
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of Guy Mannering, the house which Colonel l\Iannert"rg

rented after his failure to purchase Ellans'owan. It was to

this house that there came by sea from Liverpool as a legacy

to Colonel Mannering, the library of his uncle, the Bishop.

Forty cartloads of books were conveyed from the Ferry, and

to Dominie Sampson was assigned the prodigious but con-

genial task of arranging, shelving and cataloguing them.

As you go through the two libraries of the modern Cassen-

cary it will not take much effort of fancy to imagine Lhat

some of the Dominie's handiwork is still before yotl. The

name Cassencary is of doubtful derivation. M'Kerl ie, in

Londs and their Owners, claims that it is from the Gaelic
" cas-a-carraig," which means " the steep cliff," and cer-

tainly the background of the house would lend colour to this

interpretation. Others claim that it is a corruption of the

two Gaelic words, " casan caora, " and means " the foot-

paths of the sheep. " Reasons of poetic appropriateness

u'ould incline one, I think, to prefer the second derivation,
" the footpaths of the sheep. "

'I'he company were then entertained to tea and shown
over the house by Mrs Caird.

A vote of thanks to Mrs Caird for her kindness and

hospitality was awarded on the call of Mr Gladstone, to whit:h

NIrs Caird suitably replied.
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Exhibits.
tgth February, 1926.-Dr. Semple-Specimen of Petasibes Albus.

the White Butterburr, found by Mr Joseph Brown outside
Irongra5' Manse garden wall, where it had e.st'ablished itself
strongly. Not a native of Sc,otland, and now recorcled for the
first time for this district.

Presentations.
9th October, 1925.-Rev. J. Ilamilton, Church of Sootland, Liver-

pool-Baton of the Criminal Officer, County of Dumfries, with
painting of the Tou'n Hall, formerly the Court-House, upon it.

]Irs ]I'Culloch, Lochanhead-Piece of brocirde, traditionally
believed to have been a portion of the wedding dress of the
3rd wife [ ?, 2nd, Jea.n M'Mal'h, m. 24t'h Malch, 1649] of
,samuel Rutherford. Stated by a London authority to be of
17th century date, and woven at Spittalfields from an Italian
dersign. It is very rare, and another small portion has been
accepted by trhe Victoria and Albert Museum. It was found
under iseveral other layers of material covering an old couch
at Arrdn-all.

6th November, 1925.-Captain J. D. Ballantyne-Relief map of
the site of Dumfri€s on a scale of l0 in. to the mile, and in
elevation 30 in. to the mile. designed and made by Chptain
Ballantyne.

29th January, 1926.-]Ir Robert Brown, \\'anlockhead-Old-
fashioned powder tester found at \\ranlockhead. IJsed for
ascertaining the strength of powder prior to blasting.
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Abstract of Accounts
For Year ending 30th September, 1926,

I.-ON ACCOUNT OF CAPITAL.
Sum invested at close of last Account ., fr288 IT G
Seventeen Life Members' Subseriptions 89 5 0

f378 2 6

II._ON ACCOUNT OF REVENUE.

Cnencn.
Balance brought forwarcl from last year . .
Annual Subscriptions
Life Members' Subscriptions
Interest on Investments
Donations

Sale of Transactions

Misaellaneous

Drscnencn.
Rent and Insuranee
Publication of Transact'ions, Yols. IX., X.,

XI. ,  etc.
Stationery ancl
Miscellaneous

Transferrcd to

Aclvertising

Branch f.

fL32 7 7
L44 15 0
8 9 5 0
T7  17  I I

114 16 0
1 9  5 2
3 4 3

f,521 10 11

f 1 3 6 6

3 7 3 3 1
2 6  1 9
1 1 1 1  3
8 9 5 0

5 1 3 7 7

f , S 3 4

III.-DONATIONS TOWARDS PUBI-.,ICATIONS.

Sum at elose of last Account f141 19 6

Note.-The donations received
f,114 16s, were utilised
Vols. IX., X., and XI.

during the past year, amounting to
in assisting to pay the publication of
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I N D E X .

Aglianby, -, of Nunnery, wife of Adam
Cra ik  o f  Arb ig land . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  148

Agnew, Alexander, in Cladehouse .. .  90
Agr ico la  . . . . .  57
Agricultural Colleges, . . .  15O, 158, 145

Societ ies-Dublin (1751), 14O; Dum-
fries, Wigton and Kirkcudbright
(L776), 130, 1-4O, 157-8; East
Lothian (]-756), 14O; Kirkcudbright
(1809), 140. Society of Improvers
in the Knowledge of Agriculture in
Scot land.  130.  154.

Agriculture: Condition in 18th Century,
131-4; Fal lowing, t32, 137; Inspec-
tors, Count,y, 159-40; Leases, 140,
144, 158; Lectures on, 150, 139-40,
!466; Pulveration, a32, I37, 143,
1-51 ; Pupils in, 1-67-8, 155; Rents,
154-5, 161; Rotation, 1-32-4, L37,
152.

Aikenhead, Richard, rector of Kirkdale,
227

Albany ,  Murdoch,  Duke o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2O7

A r r i s f i e l d ,  B a r o n y  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 9 4

Animals. See Zoology.

Annandale, Jarnes, 1st Earl of,  192, 198
Wil l iam, Znd Earl,  1st Marquis of, 195

Annandale, Lzt, 722, 7.23; an English
Prov ince  . . . . . . . . .  190-191

Anwoth  Church ,  209;  Cross  . . . . . . . . . . . .  I29

Arbigland Estate, 147, 748, 150, 151;
Ha l l  (O ld  Arb ig land) ,  148,  149;
I louse (new) ,  150,  151,  157,  158,
1 5 9 .

Ardres ,  1 l [o te  o f ,  P icardy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  189
Ardwal l ,  Lady  . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  I25
Ardwal l  House . . . . . . . .  . . . .  253
Ardwall  Island and i ts -{ncient Cross

(Co l l ingwood and Re id)  . . . . . . . . .  ' -25-9

Aresk ine ,  Char les ,  o f  T inwa ld  . . . . . . . . .  156
Archibald, Earl of I lay, Srd Duke of

Argyle t36
A r g y l l ,  J o h n  o f  ( 1 5 1 0 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 5
Ark inho lme,  Bat t le  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I9O
Arkland, Kirkpatr ick-Durham ...  140, 143
Arms: Browns of Carsluith, 248; Dum-

ft ies, 247-8; Forbes, 92; M'Caskie,
9 2 ;  M a c k a y  . . . . . . . . . , . . .  9 2

Ashfleld, Twynholm .. . .  2OO
Aske l l ,  B ishop o f  S tavanger  . . . . . . . . . . . .  82

S o n  o f  O l m o d  . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  8 2
Son of Torquil and King of Dublin,

82-3
Aske l l  (Asca id ) ,  (name)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  82
Aslak, son of Askel l  . . . .  82

A t h o l ,  E a r l  o f  ( 1 1 5 5 )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,  2 O z
Athole, James, Znd Duke of . . . . . . . . .  156

John, 3rd Duke of . . . .  155
Atk ins ,  Pro fessor  W.  R.  G.  . . . . . . . . . . . .  175
Auchenhay, Lands of 249, 25O
Auchencag Castle, 45; The Dxcavation

of  (Re id)  . . . . , . . .  LO4-L24
Auchencloy, Girthon ., . .  2IA
Bailifi, Margaret, wif e of George

M ' C a s k i e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 6
tsalcary ... ?,29
BALLANTYNE,  J .  D . ,  4 ,  9 ,253;  Rdg ime

of Dumfries Rainfal l  98-104
Balmamai l  (Ca i rnho ly )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , .  245
Balmerino, Lord l-40
Barbour, James,

4 7 ,  4 9 , 4 9 ,  5 0 ,  5 5 ,  5 4 ,  5 6 , 2 4 7
Bargal l ie Gardens .. . . . . .  t67
Barholm Caves, 255; Lands of., 233;

Tower, 261 ; (Morton), . . . . . . . . .  232-6
Barmagachen Farm, 20O; Ivlote .. .  2OO
Baton, Criminal Off icer 's, County of

f ) u m f r i e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 3
Raxter ,  Rev .  W. ,  V icar  o f  Ho lu

O u l t r a r n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 1 6 - 8
Beaurnont, Henry de .. . .  84
B e d s  ( g a m e )  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . .  Z A
Bee-keep ing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 "41- i t
Bel l ,  Rev. W., of Newton Arlosh ., ,  216
Bells, Bowness, 216; HoIm Cultram, 218
Birds; Cormorants, 1-70; Curlew, L7O-1 ;

Dunlin, 170; Duck, 170; Gleese, l ler-
nacle, white, 10, L7O; Geese, Grey
Lag, 170; Golt len Plover, 17O; Gulls,
170-1 ,  173;  Lapwi t rgs ,  170;  Oys ter
Catchers, L7O1, Peewits, 170;
Pigeons, 17O; Redshanks, t7O-7:.
Starl ings, L7O; Wagtai ls (tslaek-
heat led) ,  9 -1O;  \ i l i dgeon,  170;  Wood-
peckers  (Green)  . . . . . . .  10

Birrell, Adam, Creetown, 2L8, 232, 25o
B l a c k m a r k ,  L a n d s  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 6
Blirckstock, D. T., Flatts of Cargen, 163
Blackwood, John, of Leadhil ls . . .  73, 77
I load icea,  Queen o f  the  Icen i  . . . . . . . . .  239
Boethius, Hector, " History of Scotland,"

234-42
Borgue par ish  . . . . . . . .  zCO,  2O5
Bor land o f  Borgue,  Mote  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2OO
Boswell, Alexander, yr. of Auchenleck,

136
Botany: Notes on the tr ' lora of Mid-

Nithsdale (Gladstone and Scott),
79-81 ; Plant Colonisation of Merse
Lands in the Estuary of the River
N i t h  ( M o r s s /  . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 6 2 - 1 8 3
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Botany : Algae : Dnteromorpha com- Browns of carsluith, 216; of Drum-

pressa, 165; Enteromorpha intesti '  brough and Bowness .. . . . . . .""""" 25o

na l is ,  165;  Fucus  sP. ,  165;  U lva  Bruce,  Edward  de  ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " " "  122

lac tuca  . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . .  165  Rober t  de  (121o '95) '  Lord  o f  Aunan-

Botany :  P lan ts :  Agropyrum repens '  da le  ' . . . . . . ' . . . .  " '  121 '  188

183; American f lr ,  136; Armeria l lobert (1255-1304), Darl of carr ick'

marit ima, 165, 165, !66, ] .67, L6g, 2L7

172,  115,178,  180,  181,  182,  183;  K ing  Rober t  . . .84 ,  t2 ] - , ] ' 22 ,123,2L7

Art iculatus lampro-carpus, 183; Buccleuch, walter 1' .  scott,  Sth Duke of '

Aster Tripol ium, 165, !66, 169, 64

: -75 ,  L79,18O,  182,  185;  Ba lm o f  Buchanan,  George,  "H is to ry  o f  Scot -

Gilead Fir,  136; Bel l is perennis, land " . . . ."" """" '  24L-2

182;  Oa l tha ,  L74;  Carduus  arvens is ,  Bu i t t le  Cast le  " " " " '  7 I2 ,  !7 '7 ,1 '22 '  2O4

!82,  183;  Centaurea n ig ra ,  183;  Bu lmer ,  Bev is  " " " " "  " " "  60

Cerastium vulgatum, 182; Cochlearia Burgh'by-Sands """"""""""""""" 215

off icinal is, 165, 166, ! ' � |L, L73, ]179, Burial chambers, Ardwall  Island, L26'7;

180,  7 .82 ,  183;  G laux  mar i t , ima,  Norse  " " " " '  " " " " " " '  2oo

165,  166,  L67,  L78,  181,  182,  183;  B t l rns ,  G i lber l '  " " " " " " '  145

Gllyceria marit ima, 163, 165, 166, Robert 1l- '  145

16?, 168, 169, 175, t77-8,180, 18L, Burnswark (Boman camps) Beconsidered

182, 183; Holcus lanatus, 182, 183; (R. G. Coll ingwcod)'  46-58; (name)'

Juncus communis, 183; Juncus com- 48

pressus, 182, 183; Juncus marit imus, Rurrance " la7

1.85; Larix, 136; Leontodon, 167, Bussabiel,  Eouse of "" 234

169,178,182;  Lo l ium perenne,182;  Bute ,  John Stuar t ,  Znd Marqu is  o f  " '  64

Lotus corniculatus, 169, ]82; Cabbage Culture 156' 158

(Enanthe, sp., 174, 185; Petasites Caerlaverock Castle . . . . . . . . . . . ' . ' .  I22' 26|

albus, 253; Phragmites communis, caird, Mrs Henryson, of cassencary,

186; Plantago Coronopus, L67, !82, 50' 252

183; Plantago marit ima, 165, 166, Sir James, M.P., of Cassencary .. .25I

L67, 168, !72, A75, 178, 180, Cairnholy (Balmacrai l) ,  245: '  cairns'

1g2,  183;  Poten t i l la  auser ina ,  185;  23a,  242-7 ;  Rornan ewer  . . . . . . . . .  247

Ranunculus acris, 182, 185; Ranun- Cairnkinna """"""" """" 4t

culus f lammula, 183; Sal icornia her- Cairns, Mr Alexander de, of Oarsluith'

bacea, 165, L67, !69, L' lL, L77, Provost of Lincluden """"""" '  249

179, 18O, 181, 182, 183; si lver f l rs, El izabeth, wife of John cairns of car-

154;  Spergu la r ia  mar ina ,  165,  179,  s lu i th  . . ' . " " '  " " " " " "  249

181, :r82, 183; suaeda marit ima, Margaret, wife of James Lindsay of

t7g ,  181,  L85;  Tr ig loch in  mar i '  Fa i rg i r th  " " " " " " " "  249

timum, 165, 166, 168, t6g, 175, Cairns, Chambered, 244-7; Stroan-

t7g ,  182,183;  U lex  Europoeus,  182 f reggan " " " " " " " " " '  245

Bothwel l ,  Adam,  Dar l  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . '  208  Ca i thness  " " " " " " " " " " '  2OO

Bothwell  Bridge . ' . . . . . . . .  236 Caledon, Wood of """ 24O

Bowhouse Merse, Caerlaverock .. . . . . . . .  10 OALLANDER, J. GRAHAM' Horned

Broach, Lands of . . . .  226-7 Cairn, Cairnholy """""""""" '  246'7

Brocade, Spittalf ields ..  2lo1 Cally l louse """""""" 21O

Brochs 2oo-3 Camden, Wil l inm """ '  242

Bror rze  age in  sco t land . . . . . . . . .  245 ,  247 oamp Knowe,  fo r t  o r  mote  . . . . . . . . . . ' . ' . .  46

Brown, Gilbert, Abbot of Sweet'heart, Campanin, Ralph de "" 226

2L6 Oampbell" Sir Colin, of Ardkinlass "' 148

Grace, wife of -.  Hannay of Kirkclale, sir James, of Ardkinlass . ' . . . . . . . ' . .  149

25O Marion, wife of Adam 'Craik of Arbig-

James (1?48) ,  o f  Cars lu i th  . . ' . ' . ' . .  25o  land " " " " " '  "  147 '  I4a

John of Oarsluith 234, 25O Cample """ 42

John, tobacco spinner, Dumfries .. .  95 caractacus' King of the si lures ."" '  239

Richard ,  o f  Cars lu i th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25O Caraus ius  239

Richard  le ,  o f  Drumburgh. . . . . . . . . . . .216  car l i s le ,  o ld ,  Roman camp . . . . . . . . ' . . '  zLA

noBERT, 253; More About the Mines carlyle, Dame Elizabeth .. . ' . . . ' . ' . ' . . .  194

a n d M i n e r a l s o f w a n l o c k h e a d a u d c a r l y l e F a m i l y . L g o , l g 4 ; L o r d s " " " 1 2 5
Leadh i l l s  '  . " ' . ' . . . . '  58 '?9  Cnr l ingwark '  Lands  o l  " " " " " " " " " " '  249



Carmichae l ,  Wi l l iam.  o f  Pedden . . . . . .  195

Carnoquhen, Wil l iam, blacksmith, Kirk-

d a l e  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 7

Caro l iue ,  Queeu . . . . . . . .  . -  213

Car ro t  HusbandrY . . . . ' . .  136

Carruthers, Jean, wife of Robert

M ' C a s k i e .  D u m - f r i e s  . . . . . . . ' , . . . . . . . . . . ' .  9 6

F a m i l y  o f ,  M o t t s w a l d  . . . . . . . . . . . ' . ' . . . .  1 9 0

Cars.rne, Audrew, merchant burgess of

K i r k c u d b r i g h t . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . .  2 0 6

John,  o f  p lun ton  . . . . . . .  206

C a r s e ,  A r b i g l a n r l  . . . . ' . . . . . ' . . . . . . ' . . . . . . ' . . .  1 5 9

Carsluith Castle (Shir ley), 247-9; Lands

o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 4 9

Oask ie ,  J .  A . ,  o f  V i rg in ia ,  U .S.A.  . . . . ' .  95

Cassencary ,  251-2 ;  (name)  . . . . . . ' . . . ' .  252

Cast le  Haven,  The Borg  . . . . .  ' . .  . . . . .  2oO'3

C a s t l e  K e n n e d y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . ' . . . . . . ' . . . . ' . '  1 5 6

Oastles, Edwardian . '  118'9

C a t h c a r t .  I , o r d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . ' . . ' . . ' . . . . . . . .  1 5 7

Catt le. Bakewell ,  Leicestershire breed,

155;  B lack ,  131,  I32 ,  l -49 '  155;

Ga l lowaY,  t32 ,  136,  153 '  158;

Folds for, 152; 0n \ ' Ierse Land. 165.
169

Cawthoru ,  Roman Camp . " . . . . . ' . "  51 '  56

Celt ic Church, Normans and the .. .  22O-l

Chamber, Abbtl t ,  of Holm Cultram 217-8

Chau lock  . . . . . .  29 ,  60 ,  31 ,  32 ,  36 ,  57 '  38
" Charlotte Dundas," ffrst steamboat, 59

Charteris Family, of Amisf leld .""" 194
" Chronicles of the Picts aud Scots," 258

Church, Celt ic, Normans and the"'  22o'1

Clrurches, Parish, establishment of ' 227-3

Clark ,  James,  Dum- f r ies  . ' . . . . ' . " " " " " " '  94

Clerk ,  S i r  Johu,  o f  Penn icu ik  . " " " "  156

Cl i f tonha l l ,  E t l iuburgh . . .  154 '  138 '  140

C l o n y a r d ,  L a u d s  o f  . . ' . ' . . . . ' . . , , ' , . ' ' ' , .  2 4 9

2ir7

Corkeby, Family ond manor of, Wetheral,
222

C o r n ,  g r e y  . . " . . ' . ' . ' . ' . . . . . .  1 5 1

Corrie, J. M., Acheologist,  Scott ish Com-

mission on Ancient Monuments .. . . . .  9

Covenanters 2lL'2' 235-6

Crag lunzeane '  Lands  o f  . . . ' . . . . . . , . ' . .  ' . .  2O5

Cragoburn, Lands of . . . .  196

Cra ich law,  Barony  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " ' . ' .  2OO

Craik, Adarn, of Arbigland'
147, 148-9, 15O

Adam, son of William Craik of Arbig-

l a n d  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . " " "  1 5 8 - 9

Barbara, of Fl imbY, Cumberland, 159

Douglas Hamilton, of Arbigland ... 159

Helen, daughter of Adam Craik of

Arb ig land . ' . . . . . " " . ' .  148

Helen, of Arbigland and FlimbY,
145-161

James. son of Adam Craik of Arbig-

l a n d  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . ' . . . . . . . . . .  1 4 9

John, son of Adam Craik of Arbig-

l a n d  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 4 9

John,  ba i l ie ,  Dumfr ies  . . . . . . . " " " " " '  747

Sir John de, W'estley 
'Waterless, Cam'

br idgesh i re  . . . . " ' . " " '  146

William, of Arbigland-Two Pioneer

Galloway Agriculturalists (Shirley),
t29-L6 l

William, of Arbigland, Provost of Dttm-

f r ies  , . . . ' . . . . "  " '  L47 ,  r48
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Janet, daughter of Robert J.,  of Register, M'Caskie entt ies, 95-6;

B igor t ies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  198  Cast le ,  118;  E lec t ion ,  L74O,  151,
Jean,  daughter  o f  Wi l l iam J . ,  in  J -56 ;  Ja i l  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15O

Kinne lhead . . . .  197 ,  199 K i rkda le ,  Michae l  de  . . . . . . . . . . . .  225 ,  226

Sir John (1578), of that i lk, warden Nicolas de, Clerk of Spices .. . . . . .226-7
of 

'Western 
Marches .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19O Kirkdale Church, 226.6; Eouse, 225,

John (1507-67) ,  o f .  tha t  i l k  . . . . . . . . .192  227;  Lands  o1 ,225-7 ,255;  Manse,
John, in Glenkill .... 194 227; Parish and the Norman Intru-
John (1170), of Lochwood .. . . . . . . .  188 sion (Reid) . . . . . . .  279-27

Joseph, of Dryfeheid 197, 199 Kirkgunzeon, Lands of, Holm ('ultram,

Marion, wife of Robert J., of Bigorties, 2L7
198 K i rk lebr ide ,  Dumfr iessh i re  . . . . . . . . . . . .  224

Mr Patr ick, minister of Cl ir thon, 212 Kirkm:rbreck Parish .. . . . .  27A-52, 224-6
Rober t ,  o f  B igor t ies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  198  K i rkmahoe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  224
Robert, son of Gavin J., in Kirkton, Kirkmichael Parish, Rogs-shire ......... 224

199 Kirkpatr ick, Sir Duncan (1-372), Lord,
Robert,  cal led of Mossop .. . . . . . . . . . .  197 of that I Ik . . . . . . . . . . . . .  122, t26
Robert (L6Lz), ol Raecleuch .. . . . .  194 El izabeth de, wife of Wil l iam Carlyle
Samuel, of Kinnelhead, 196, 198, 199
Simon, brother of Glavin .T., in Kirkton,

199
Thomas, of Beirholm, 197, 198, 199
Thomas, in Kinnelhead, 197, 198, 199
Wil l iam, in Kinnelhead (d. 1619),

197,  199
Wi l l iam,  o f  Ke l lobank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  197
Fami ly ,  o f  Corehead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  125
Lords, see Annandale; Hartlell

o f  K inmount  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a23
Sir Hurnphrey de (12a5), Steward of

A n n a n d a l e  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 2
I{umphrey de (1321), of Torthorwald

and Roucan . . . . . . . . . .  123
Isabella, wife of Clilbert Clrierson of

Lag ..  L23
Ivo  de  (1190)  121,  188
Jonet, wife of Thomas Graham of

Auchencas I23
Janet, wife of Samuel M'Caskie, work-

m a n ,  D u m f r i e s  . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 5
Margaret, wife of Al lan M'Caskie,

Dumfries 91, 93, 95, 96
Margaret, wife of Sir Roger de .. . . . .  125
Sir Roger de (1506), of Haughencas,

120-1, 122, L23
Kirkpatr ick Family, of that l lk, Close-

burn and Torthorwald, genealogy,
Lz t .  r24

K i r k p a t r i c k ,  L a n d s  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 1

Johnstone Parish 188

Jones,  Pau l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  160
Kaa 's  Cave,  Barho l rn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  235
Kaimes, Lord .. . . . . . . . . .  149, 151
Keith, Margaret, of Barmagachen, vrife

o l  J o h n  M u r e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 O O
Kel ton  Lodge Farm,  161 ;  Por t  . . . . . . . . .  155
Keren 'a loch ,  Lant ls  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2O7
Kilmacolm: Old Time Life (MaeMil lan),

97 .8
K ing ,  James,  co l lec to r ,  Renf rew . . . . . .  145



INorx.

Ki rkpat r i ck -Durham Fa i r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  91

K i rkpat r i ck -Jux ta ,  I3arony  o i  . . . . . . . . . . . .  121

Kirt le, Batt le of (1484) . . . . ' . . . . . . . ' . '  19O

K n o c k a f l r i c k ,  L a u d s  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . .  2 O 7

K n o x ,  J o h u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 3 5

L a i c k ,  I V I i l t  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . .  2 1 1

Lagganorie Irarm,house, Girthon...  2I2-Ls

L a n d  A g e n c y  . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . "  1 4 1

Laurie. Sir Robert,  of l laxweltort . . .  747

Lawsotr, Agnes, wife of James M'Oaskie,

Dumfries 95' 97

Johu,  merchant ,  Dumfr ies  . . . . . . . . . . . .  95

Lead,  Pr ice  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  59 ,  62

Leadhil ls, More about the Mines and

Minerals of (Brorvn), 58-79; Bulmer's

Dumps, 60; Miners' LibrarY' 60;

Miuing ComPanY 67, 62' 63

Lenuox, Audrew, of Pluuton .. . . . ' . ' .  2OB

Donatd ,  o f  Ca l lY  . . . . . . .  2o7

Duncan,  8 th  Ear I  o f  . . . . . . . ' . ' . . . . .  . . -  206 '7

Jauet, wife of Andrew Lenuox of
p l u n t o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 O B

Robert,  of Drumrock and Irelandt 'on'
211'-12

' Ihomas,  o f  P lun ton  . . . . . ' . . . .  . . ' . . . . . . .  2og

lVilliam (l-), of Calie, 206, 2O'I-8, 2IO

W i l l i a m  ( 2 ) ,  o f  C a l i e  . . " . . ' . . ' . . . . . . . . . . .  z L O

Wi l t iam (5) ,  o f  Oa l ly  . " . ' . . . . . .  " . . . . . . . '  2O8

Wil l iam, of Woodhead .. . ." . . . . . . . . . . . '  2O7

Family 206, 2ll

L e v e l l e r s ,  T h e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' .  1 5 1

Leyden ."" 149

Library, Leadhills and Wanlockhead

Miners' 60

Lincluden College .. . . . ' .  249

Lindsay, Elizabeth, wife of Richard

Brown o f  Cars lu i th  . ' . . . . . " . ' . . . . ' . .  250

I le rber t ,  o f  Fa i rg i r th  ' . . . . " . . . . . . . ' . "  249

James, of Auchenhay, master faleoner
250

Master James, of F'airgirth, Provost of

L inc luden . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  249

James (1493), of X'airgirth, Chamber-

Iain of GallowaY .. . '  249

James (1531), of Fairgirt 'h """" '  250

John, of X'airgirth 249'50

D r  J o h n  . . ' . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . .  2 4 9

Michael, of Fairgirth and Carsluith' 249

L inen . . . . . . . . .  136 ,  13?

Linlithgow, Victor Hope, Znd Marquis of,
60

Loch,  John,  Dumfr ies  . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . " " " '  95

Lochar  Moss  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  136

Locharwoods, near Comlongon .. . . . . . . .  191

Lochhouse Tower  . . ' . ' . . . . . . . " " "  1o5,  107-8

Lochmaben Castle . . ' . . . . . .  L22, 123, 1'9L

Lochmalten Stane, batt le of . . . . . . . ."" 190

Lochwood Tower (R. C. Reid)'
186-193,  197

. . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . .  1 4 8

2 6 1

L o g a n  g a r d e n s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' .  1 9 3

-Loth ian ,  Rober t ,  Ear l  o f  . . , . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . .  196

Lovat .  Lord  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . '  14O

Lowther ,  J , ,  o f  Drumburgh . . . . . . . . . , , ,  216

L u c e  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . , , ' , . . . . . ' . . . '  2 2 4

Lucern  cu l tu re  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  136

M'Brair,  Archibald, Provost of Dumfries'
247

M'Oartrrey, John, tai lor, Duntfr ies, 96' 97

M'Caskie (MacAski l l ,  MacOaski l l ,  Mac-

Kaskie, M'Coskrie), *, aPothecarY'
A y r  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . '  9 0

- ,  o f  Ebos t  . ' . . . . ' . . . . . . r . .  88
-, wife of Neil Macleod of Gesto ... 88

I l l r s  Genera l ,  Ed inburgh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '  86

Adam, Abbey Grein, Lesmahagow . ' .  89

A l l a n ,  i n  M i n g i n i s h  . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . .  8 8

Allan, tobacco spinner, Dumfries,
91 ,  93 ,  95 ,  96

Andrew, clerk of Ki lmarnock .. . . . . . . '  90

Ebenezer  (1785) .  Dumfr ies  . . . . . .  92 ,  94

! ' inlay (L664), in Minginish .. . . . . . . .  88
Gilbert,  Seneschal of Man .. . . . . . . .  84'5

Janet, wife of John White, merchant,
E d i n b u r g h  . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . .  9 0

J o h n  ( 1 7 4 5 ) ,  e n s i g n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . '  8 8

Jon (1658) ,  in  Bardrochwood . . . . . .  9O

J o h n  ( L 7 7 2 ) ,  D u m f r i e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' .  9 2

J o h n  ( 1 5 1 5 ) ,  I s l e  o f  M a n  . . . . . ' . . . ' . . . . .  8 5

Kask i l l  (1668) ,  in  Ming in ish  ' . . . . . . . .  88

Kenneth (1664), in Minginish .. . . . .  88

Murdo (1664) ,  in  G lenda le  . . . . . . . . . . . .  88

Nei l  (1664) ,  in  W'a tern ish  . . . . . . . . . . . .  88

Norman,  M.D. ,  Ed inburgh . . . . . . . . . . ' .  92

NORMAN, J.,  Notes on the FamilY of

M ' o a s k i e  . . . . . . . . ' . . . .  8 1 - 9 7

Patrick, merchant in Glasgow ... . . .  90

Peter  (1664) ,  in  Bracada le  . . . . . . . . .  88

Peter  (1664) ,  in  Ming in ish  . . . . . . . ' . . . '  88

Robert (1638), in Bardrochwood .. .  9O

l iober t  (d  1902) ,  Dumfr ies  . . . . . . . . . ' . .  91

Stuart,  K.C., Treasurer of Gray's Inn'
95

' Ihomas (1785) ,  Dumfr ies  . . . . ' .  91 '  97

Thomas (1591), notary publ ie, Lesma-

h a g o w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . "  8 9

Thomas, Edinburgh . ' . .  86

Thome (a494) ,  Dumbar ton  . . . . . . . . ' . . .  89

Wi l l iam (L292)  . . . . . ' . ' . .  86

WiIIiam, seneschal of Dunvegan, and

foster brother of Malcolm Macleod'
87

M'Oaskie, family, Arms, 92-3; of Rhun'

dunan, 88; of Stewarton, 9O; of

T a l i s k e r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . .  8 8

M'Oask i l l  I s land.  Pac i f l c  . . . . . . . . . . . ' . ' . . . ,  88

M'Oaski l l  ( town), South Carol ina .. . . . .  88

M'Clel lan. SeeM'Lel lan.
II'OORMICK, A., Dirk Hatteraick's Cave'

228-32
Lockerbie lick (wiPe)



262 Iupnx.

M'Llul loch, l \ l rs, Lochanhead .. . . . . . . . . . .  255
Sir Alexander (L664), of Myrton, 254
.Drrvid, son of James M'O,, of Car-

d o n e s s  . . , , . . . . . . , . . . . . , . .  2 3 3
Si r  Godf rey ,  o f  Myr ton  . . . . . , , . . . . .  234-5
Henry (1664), of Barholm .. .  234, 236
J a m e s . . . . . . ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 1 0
James (1578) ,  o f  Barho lm . . .  234,25Q
James,  o f  Oardoness  . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . .  233
John (1565) ,  o f  Barho lm . . . . . . . . . . . .  233
Mirjor John (1666), of Barholm, 255-6
John, son of Sir Alex. M'C., of Myrton,

234
Robert, ,  of Kirkclauch, burgess of

K i r k c u d b r i g h t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 2 5
M'Oulloch, family, of Myrton, 225, 23'3
Macdonald, Alister, brother of the -Lord

of the Isles
C l a n  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 7

MacGarmory, Michael, of Plunton, 206
MacGhie (Makgee), Alexander, brother

of William ilI'Ghie of Plunton, 2O5
Andrew, brother of Wil l iam M'Ghie of

I ' l u r r t o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 C 6
Gi lber t ,  o f  P lun ton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . .  905-6
Gilbert,  son of Wil l iam M'Ghie .. .  2O5
Gilbert,  brother of Wil l iuln M'Ghie of

P l u n t o n  . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 O o

James, of Plunton .. . .  206
T h o m a s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 1 0
W i l l i a m ,  o f  P l u n t o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , .  2 O b

M'Ghie, 1'amily of,  Balntaghie .. . . . .  205
1\ [acGi lbochan,  Pat r i ck  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22( :
M ' I {asca t t ' ,  Foga l is  . . . . . . .  85
trI ' Innes, Bishop in Jerusalertt  . . . , . . . . .  215
t r I ' I v o r  ( n a m e ) ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 6

i l Iackenz ie ,  A lexander  . . . . . . . . .  83 ,  86 '  87
A l e x a n d e r ,  o f  D e l v i n e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 5 1

George, Dumfries, secretary, Agritul '

tu ra l  Soc ie ty  . . . . . . .  157 '8

John. factor to trfacl,eod of Macleod'
88 ,  92 ,  95

1\ ' Iargnret, wife of George l Iuir,  W.S',
o f  C a s s e n c a r y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 5 1

Owners  in  Ga l loway "  . . . . . . . . . . , . , . .  249

M'Kie, Anthony, of Netherlaw .. . . . .  I32

1 \ {ac lagan,  D.  P . , 'W.S. ,  secre t ,a ry ,  S . ,1 . ,

S c o t .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 2 7

Maclaurin, Colin, professor of mnthe-

m a t i c s ,  E d i n b u r g h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 5 6

Maclel lan (M'Clel lan), I lelen, wife of

Alexander Mure of CttssencarY, 251
Thornas ,  o f  Barn tagachen . . . . . . . . . . . .  2OO

Thomas,  o f  Bonrby  . . . .  Zac

T h o m a s ,  o f  G e l s t o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 3 3

W i l l i a m ,  o f  B o m b y  . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . " ' . . .  2 O o

Mac leod.  Ia in  Re i r  , . , . . ' .  87

John,  6 th  o f  Gesto  . . . . . . . . . . .  88

lllaeleod-
Malcolm, 3rd Ohief of . . . . . . . . . . . .  86, 87
Neil ,  4th of Gesto .. . .  88
Oanon R. 0., of Macleod,

85, 86, 88, 95
trIacleod, Family of, 86; of Skye, I'amily

of, 83-4; of Talisker, tr'amily of, 88
MACMILLAN, NICIEL, Old Time Life,

97-8
l\f 'Naught, llr John, minister of

Girthon 2L2-16
llfagnus, last King of Man and t,he

I s l a n d s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 6
Major ,  John . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  238-9
l fa lco lm,  K ing  . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  22L
Mal le t ,  Dav id ,  the  poet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  149
Mann i lo f l ,  D . ,  Moscow . . , . . . . . . , . , . . . . . ,  77-78
Map,  Re l ie f ,  Dumfr ies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  253
trIarchbank & Co.
1l largaret, Queen of Scotland .. . . . . . . .  222
1\ [a rsha l l ,  F lo ra ,  gypsy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  231

J o h n  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 4 2
' W i l l i a m ,  g y p $ y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 5 1

Mary  Queen o f  Scots  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 'L
Maryton, Lands of . . . .  ZtO
Mav isgrove Merse  . . . . . . . . . , . , . . , . , .  L74 ,  L7-o
Maxwell, Barbara, wife ol James King,

co l lec to r ,  Renf rew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  145
Catherine, wife of Mr John Parl in, sur-

g e o n ,  G l a s g o w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 4 5
Dlizabeth, wife of John Maxwell of

Breconside and Terraughty .. . . . .  152
Si r  George,  o f  Newark  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  148
S i r  G e o r g e  C I e r k . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 5 1 ,  1 5 5
Eelen, wife of Sir Colin Campbell of

Ardk in lass  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  148
James, of Arkland 132, 134
J o h n ,  8 t h  L o r d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 9 2
Lillias, wife of Wallace of

Carz ie ld  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  145
Margaret, wife of Hamilton, -., of

Monk land . . . . . . . . . . , . , . . .  145
Robert of Arkland-Two Pioneer Gallo-

way Agricultural ists (Shir ley),

Maxwel l f le l t l ,  K i rkbean . . . . . . . . .  149 ,  15O
Melrose Abbey 2 1 7
Mennock foo t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  59
l l fenzies (name) .. . . . . .  15-16
Ileteorology. See Rainfal l .
M i d d l e b i e ,  K i r k  B e U s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 1 6
l \ l idd le tou ,  T .  H.  . . . . . . . . . .  154 ,  135
tr ' I iueralogy: More about the Mines and

Minerals of Wnnlockhead aud Lead-
l r i l l s  ( l l r o w n )  . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 8 - 7 9

t r l inenr ls :  Aut imony,  72 ,  75 ;  Aur icha l -
c i te .  75 ;  Azur i te ,  63 ;  Bary tes
(pseudomorphous specimeus), 75-6;
ts ismuth ,  72 ;  Ca lamine,  73 ;  Ca lc i te ,

W .  I f .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t . ! . .  I O 5  1 2 9 - 1 6 1
It 'Kerl ie. J. H., " Lands nn' i i  th"i t  Maxwell ,  Family of,  Nithsdale, 187, Lgz



l l iuuygaff
trl itc.hell,

Co.
John,

C o . . . . . " . . ' . ' . .
Wil l iam, Wanlockhead Vliuiug Co.'

Ililton, llev. Mr. of Bowttess

Dlouboddo, James Burnett,  Lord . ' . . . .

lV lous  Graup ius ,  Bat t le  o f  . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . .

Mont,gomery, Bai l ie, of Bdinburgh ."

Moray, Regent
MORSS, IM. L.,

Merse Lands
River Nith

IrlORToN, A. S.,
Morton Castle
Motes, Norman'
Moussa, Broch of

Mowbray, Cumberland
Muir (Mure), Adam, chamberlain

GlallowaY
Alexander (1), of Cassencary .. . . . .

Sir Alexander (2), of CassencarY

Delvine
Sir Alexander (5), of CassencarY

Delvine
Gleorge, W.S., of Cassencary .. . . . . '

John,  o f  Barmagachen . ' . . . . . ' . . . " ' . . . .

John, of CassencarY
John (2 ) ,  o f  Cassencary  . . . . . . . . . . ' .

Sir John (3), of CassencarY and

v i n e  . . . . . . . . . . .
R ichard ,  o f  Cassencary  . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . ' . .

Schir Robert, Vicar of Girthon

Wi l l iam,  o f  Cassencary  . ' . ' . . . . . . . . ' . .

Wi l l iam,  o f  Le i th  . . . . . " . , . . . ' . ' . . ' . . ' . . ' . " '

Muir, f,'amily, of Torhousemuir ...'.'

2 6 3

Mumay, l)uncatr, of Kirkdale, burgess of
W h i t h o r n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 2 6

Rev. George, of Troquhain, minister of
G i r thon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 t4

James,  in  K i r rec lauch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,  225
T h o m a s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 L 3

I\furray Family
"  N a p l r t a l i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 3 6
Napier, Adam, brother of Lord Merchi-

s t o n  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 4 7
Anne, wife of William Craik, Provost

o f  D u m f r i e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 4 7
Neilson, Agnes, wife of John Loch and

J o h n  M ' C a s k i e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 5
D r  G e o r g e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 4 5
Margaret, wife of James Maxwell of

A r k l a n d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 5 4
Rober t ,  o i  Barnca i l l i e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  134

Neo l i th ic  man . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  244
Nev i l l ' s  Cross ,  Bat t le  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  85
Nevin, Jobn, son of John l ' .  Nevin, 61

John French, manager, Leadhills ltlin-
i n g  C o .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 1

Newbat t le ,  I fonks  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  59
Newbie  Tower  . . . . . . . .  . . . , ,  492
Newbigging, Thomas, manager, Leadhil ls

M i n i n g  C o .  . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 1
N e w l i s t o n  . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 5 6
Newton Ar losh  Church  . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . , .  216
Nia l l  o f  the  N ine  Hostages  . . . . . . . . . . . .  2Oz
Nith, Plant Colonisation in the Estuary

of the River (Morss) . . . . . . . . .  1,62-1,83
Water analysis . . . . . . .  173-4

Norrnan Int,rusion. Kirkdale Mote and
the (Reid) . . . . . . .  219-27

Norse, earth-houses, 126-7; in Galloway,
200-6

Nor t l r  Berw ick ,  Nunnery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  224
Oats, white and grey .. . . . .  151, t32, I33
Olmod, Askel l ,  son of . . . .  82
Orkney ,  Hara ld ,  Dar l  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2Oz
O r k n e y i n g a  S a g a  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , .  2 o z
O s b o r n .  P r o f  .  T .  G .  B .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 7 6
Parish Churches, Establishrnent oI, 221-3
Parl in, Mr, John, surgeon, Glasgow ...  145
Paterson,'Robert, " Old Mortality," 2L2
Paull ,  W'i l l iam Henry, manager, Leadhil ls

M i n i n g  C o .  . . . . . , . . . . . . .  6 1 ,  6 4
Pease Crops  . . . . . . .  132 ,  135
Pedwane, Lands of . . . .  196
Penpont  24 ,32
P e r c y  F a m i l y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 9 0
Per th ,  James,  Srd  Duke o f  . . . . . . . . . . . .  14O
Pet r iane,  Roman Camp . . . . . . . . . , . . , , , . . .  214
Plough, Rotheran, 157, 1.59, 151-, 154
Plunton Castle, (Reid), 2O4-a; Lands of,

205-8 ;  Mi l l  . . . . . . . . . . . .  2O4,  2O5,  2o �6
Plunton-Lennox, Lands of . . . . . .  2O4, 2OB
Plunton-Makkee,  Lands  o f  . . . , . . . . . . . . . . .  205

INonx.
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Potatoes, introduced iu GallowaY,
91,

Powder Tester from Wanlockhead ..'

P to lemy,  the  geographer  . . ' . . . . . . . . . ' . . ' . '

QueensberrY, Charles, Srd Duke of

151
25i5
239

12, 151, 155

Quern, Burnswark .. ' . . . . ' . .  66

R a b y  C o t e  . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . ' . . .  C 1 7

Iiae, l 'ergus, f lesher, Dumfries .. . . . ' . . .  153

Rev. Peter, of Kirkconnel . . . . . . . . . . . '  136

Railway : Leadhil ls-Elvanfoot . . ' . . . ' . .  59

Rainfall Records for the South-lYestern
' counties' 1925 "" 184-5

Rdgime of Dumfries Rainfall (Ballan-

tyne) 98-104

Ramsay, Allan, " The Gentle Shepherd,"
149

Robert,  wri t ,er, Dumfries ' . . . . . ' . . ' . .  158
'William, 

of Balmain and Plunton, 208

Ravenshall 22a$L

liEID, R. C., 48, 49, 55, 105, 186, 200,

247, 248, 25O
The Dxcavation of Auchencas, aO4-t24

Gi r thon K i rk  ' . . ' . . . " "  209-10

Johnstone of Kinnelhead .. ' . . ' . . .  195-9

Kirkdale Parish and the Norman Intru-

s i o n  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . ' .  2 1 9 - 2 7

The Legend of King Galdus .. '  237'42

L o c h w o o d  T o w e r , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8 7 - 1 9 5

A Nlote-like Structure on Ohapel Hill,
45

Plunton Castle . . . .  2O4-A

and COLLINGWOOD, ltr' G., Ardwall

Island and i ts Ancient Cross, 125'9

Sara, wife of Andrew M'Caskie .. .  90

Renfrew 144' I45

Richardson, John, rect,or of Kirkdale'
227

Ripper ,  Cra ik 's  . . . . . . ' . . . . . .  154

Robertson, Margaret, Davie, wife of

Sergeant John M'Caskie, 6th

R.V.B.  96 ,  97

. Roman altar, Drumburgh, 216; bai l ista

balls, Burnswark, 47 , ,54; bullet,s,

sl ing, Burnswark, 47; camps,

Burn$wark, 46-5a; Cawthorn, 51' 56;

Old Carlisle , 2L8; Rudchester, 51 ;
ewer, CairnholY, 247; road, Annan'

dale, 47; wall ,  2L5, 216, (Hodg-

s o n )  . . . . . . . . . . .  " . . . . . . . . ' . . .  1 0

Romans in Cumberland, 215; in Gallo-

w a y  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' . . . ' .  2 3 7 ,  2 3 9 ,  2 4 O ,  2 4 7

Roucan, Lands of . .- ." '  1�23

R o y ,  G e n e r a l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' .  4 8 ,  5 5

Rudchester ,  Roman remains  . . . . ' . . ' . , " . . .  51

Rueber ry  Cast le  . . . . . ' . .  ' .  229

Rul l ion  Green . . . . - . . . .  . . . .  235

Rutherford, John, of Jardington, 44-' t5

Samuel ztr, 253

Ixorx

Sanquhar 16, 35

Scaur 
'Water 

District,
L L ,  t 2 , 1 5 ,  1 9 ,  2 L , 2 2 , 2 9 , 3 2

Scott, Dame Margaret, Lady Johnstone
and App legar th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  196

W. A., The Yeruacular of Mid'Niths'

dale, 1O-44; and J. Gladstone'

Notes on the Flora of Mid'Nithsdale,
79-8L

Sir 
'Walter, 

213, 2L4; " GluY Manner'
ing  "  . . . . . . . . . .  228 '23L '  252

S c o t s  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 O O - 5

Scots Mining uompany 60, 51

Scottish Language: The Vernacular of

Mid-Nithsdale (Scott) . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . .  10'44

Selkirk, Earl of 151' 157

Semple, Dr 
'William 

".. L6Z

Shaw, James, Tynron,
L 2 ,  1 5 , 1 7 ,  1 9 ,  2 8 , 3 4 r  3 6 1  3 9

Shaw, John, of King's Plunton ".... 206

S h a w .  R .  C .  . . . . . . . . . . . , . . .  . . ' .  4 9

Sheep, consumptive, on tr{erse Lands,
165, 169

SHIRLEY, G. W., 91, 95, 2OO, 2O3,

2L4, 2L5, 2L6; Carsluith Cast ' le '

247-9; Two Pioneer GallowaY Agri'

culturalists-Robert Maxwell of Ark-

land and \filliam Craik of Arbig'

l a n d  . . . . . . , . . . .  ' . . . .  1 2 9 ' 1 6 1

Simpson, F. Clerald . . . . . . .  49

Skewis, Captain Baden, manager, Lead-

h i l l s  M i n i n g  C o .  . . . . . . ' . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . ' . ' . .  6 1

S k y e ,  I s l e  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . ' . . " . . . . . . .  8 3 - 8

Smelt;ng Company, Wanlockhead .. . . . .  65

Smith, Campbell, British Museum ... 74

J o h n ,  D u m f r i e s ' . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . .  9 5

Robert,  coppersmith, Dumfries .. , ' . .  93

Smugglers' Caves, Ardwall Island, 126-7

Soc ie ty  o f  Ar ts ,  London . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . ' . .  152

Society for Propagating Christian

Knowledge .. 1.37'8, L44

Soil, Salt content of, !64, t76'7, 182-3

S o l a n d e r ,  D r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . '  1 5 5

Solway, Water of, 'Batt le of the .. . . ' .  19O

Somerval l ,  Robert . ' ." . '  i96

Southerne.qs  . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '  i  75

S o u t h e s k ,  L o r d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . .  1 4 8

Soutlrwick (Suthayk), Gilbert de .. .  226

S p a n g o  W a t e r  D i s t r i c t ' . . ' . . . . . . " . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 C )

St,air, John, 2nd Edrl of,
L33, 136, 158, 145

S t a m p f i e l d ,  S i r  J a m e s  . . . . ' . . . ' . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . .  6 3

Stewar t ,  l fa io r  . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  232

Mrs, ol Shambell ie . ' . .  145

Elizabeth, wife of Donald Lennox of

C a l l y  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 O 7

Dlizabeth, wife of William Craik of

Arbigland ' , . . '  15O, t59

James,
Mines,

manager

Sainfoin eulture 1-36 L842
of Wanlockhead



o

Inorx.

Stewart,-
REv. JOHN, Girthon Kirk and

Tlrorley, Rev. John,
Thornhill

:225
'J.42

37
Threave Cast le  . . . . . . . .  . . . .  190
T i b b e r s  C a s t l e . . . . . . . .  1 1 7 ,  1 1 8
T ig- tow (game)  . . . . . . .  t7 ,  42
Torhousemuir Cairn 238, 242
Torquil 82, 63
Torthorwald, Barony of, 194; Lands of,

126
Tra in ,  Joseph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2L4 ,  229,  23L
T r y g v a e s o n ,  O l a f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 2
Tull ,  Jethro 154, 137, 151
Turnbull, \Malter, ma$on, Dumfries,

9 6 , 9 7
Turner, Mary, wife of Robert M'Caskie,

Dumfr ies  . . . . . . .  91-2 ,  95
Turnips t32-3, 156, 151, 152
Twynho lm,  R ichard  de  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  226
T w y n h o l m  M i l l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 1 4
U r r ,  F a i r  . . . . . . . . r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 1
Vaus.  John.  o f  rK i rkda le  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  226
wag lons ,  X 'our -whee led  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6O
Wal lace ,  - ,  o f  Carz ie ld  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l -45

Grizzel. wife of William Craik of
Stewarton

w. M'c.
Willianr

265

Wanlockhead, llore about the Mines and
Minerals of (Brown), 58-29; Lead-
mining Co., 64; Miners' I , ibrary, 60;
Powder Tester, 283; Old Wood
P u m p s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Z l _

Warder, Dr Joseph, " The True
A m a z o n s  "  . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . , , . . . . . . , . . . . .  L 4 Z

Warroch Po in t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  229 ,  ZSO,  23 !
Washington, George 160-1
W a t s o n ,  P r o f  .  J .  W .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Z Z L
Waugh, -r head gardener, Auchen

I  C a s t l e . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 0 4
(  A lexander  ZZ8

Wi l l iam,  Pa lace  Knowe . . . . . .  i .86 ,  l ,8Z
Werner, -,  geologist . . . .  6O
Weir, John, of Leadhil ls 75, 77
Wethera l  Par ish  . . . . . . . . . .  222
Wheat 1S1, 1SB
W h i g ' s  H o l e ,  B a r h o l m  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  z S o
White, James, manager, Leadhil ls Min-

i n g  C o .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 t
John,  merchant ,  Ed inburch  . . . , . . . . . . . .  90

Whi thorn ,  E ishop o f  (115O)  . . . . . . . . .  237
Wightman, Dean of Guild, Wanlock-

h e a d  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 E
Wig town,  Sarah,  Countess  o f  . . . . . . . . .  192
Wig town Bay,  228;  Cas t le  . . . . . . . . . . . .  118
Wilson, J. M'Glowan, Cairnholy . . . . . .  245

James, Glencaple .. . .  77O
Mat thew,  Wanlockhead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65

Wood, Mr Alexander, surgeon .. . . . . . . .  16z
" Woodburn " (Cassencary) 251-2
Wooden p ipes ,  Wan lockhead . . . . . . . . . . . .  Z1
Words ,  Or ig ins  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l f , -1S
Woulfe, Rev. P. 81, 82, gZ, 93
Wyntoun, Andrew, Canon of St.

Andrews "  Chron ic le  "  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  238
Yawkins, Skipper (Dirk Hatteraick),

229
Young, Isobel, wife of John Craik.

ba i l ie ,  Dumfr ies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I47
John, of Gullyhi l l  . . . . .  L47

Thomas, of Youngfield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,  L47
Younger, Sir 

'William, 
of Auchen Castle,

45, 1O4
Zoology:. Cockles, 179-18O; Coeophium

longipes (Linn), 168, L7L, 172;
Darthworms, 175; tr'lounders, L7t;
Polycheate annelid worms, L7L;
Rabbits, 173; Shrimps, 171 ; Whelks,

L7l
Zotche, de, Lands of, Glirthon ...,.. 225

147
92, 93

189

Mr Alexander, minister of

Thos. Hunter, \4' ,atson & Co., Ltd., Dumfries.
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